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ANALYTIC GEOMETRY. 


CHAPTER I. 


TEE POINT. 


1. Tiie following method of determining the position of any 
point on a plane was introduced by Des Cartes in his G&om&trie , 
1637, and has been generally used by succeeding geometers. 

We are supposed to be given the position of two fixed 
right lines XX, YY' intersecting in the point 0. Now, if 
through any point P we 
draw PM, PN parallel to 
YT and XX, it is plain 
that, if we knew the position 
of the point P, we should 
know the lengths of the pa- 
rallels PM, PN ; or, vice versd , 
that if we knew the lengths 
of PA/, PN, we should know 
the position of the point II 
Suppose, for example, that 
we are given PN = a, PM = 5, 
we need only measure OM^a and 0N« J, and draw the 
parallels PM f PN ] which will intersect in the point required. 

It is usual to denote PM parallel to OY by the letter y, 
and PN parallel to OX by the letter a?, and the point Pis said 
to be determined by the two equations x * a, y « b. 



2. The parallels PA/, PN are called the coordinates of the 
point P. PM is often called the ordinate of the point Pj while 
PN, which is equal to OM the intercept cut off by the ordinate, 
is called the abscissa* 
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THE POINT. 


The fixed lines XX and YY' are termed the axes of co- 
ordinates, and the point 0 , in which they intersect, is called the 
origin . The axes are said to be rectangular or oblique, 
according as the angle at which they intersect is a right angle 
or oblique. 

It will readily be seen that the coordinates of the point M 
on the preceding figure are x = a, y = 0 ; that those of the point 
N are x = 0, y = b ; and of the origin itself are x~0 ,y = 0. 


3. In order that the equations x — a, y — b should only 
be satisfied by one point, it is necessary to pay attention, not 
only to the magnitudes , but also to the signs of the co- 
ordinates. 

If we paid no attention to the signs of the coordinates, we 
might measure OM—a and ON— b, on either side of the origin, 
and any of the four points 
P, P 1? P 2 , P 3 would satisfy 
the equations x — a , y = b. 
i It is possible, however, to 
distinguish algebraically 
between the lines OM ] 

OM' (which are equal in 
magnitude, but opposite in 
direction) by giving them 
different signs. We lay 
down a rule that, if lines 
measured in one direction 
be considered as positive, 
lines measured in the oppo- 
site direction must be con- 
sidered as negative. It is, of course, arbitrary in which 
direction we measure positive lines, but it is customary to 
consider OM (measured to the right hand) and ON (measured 
upwards) as positive, and OM, ON (measured in the opposite 
directions) as negative lines. 

Introducing these conventions, the four points P, P„ P P 
are easily distinguished. Their co-ordinates are, respectively, 



1 x=—a) 

x~ + a) 

+ 

it 

’ y=~i) 
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These distinctions of sign can present no difficulty to the 
learner, who is supposed to he already acquainted with 
trigonometry. 

N.B. — The points whose coordinates are y = Z, or 

x =x\ y = ?/', are generally briefly designated as the point (a, i), 
or the point dy\ 

It appears from what has been said, that the points (4«,4Z), 
(—a, —6) lie on a right line passing through the origin; that 
they are equidistant from the origin, and on opposite sides of it. 

4. To express the distance between two points ocy\ ad'y", the 
axes of coordinates being supposed rectangular. 

By Euclid I. 47, 

PQ * =PS* 4 but PS= PM- QM ' = g’- y", 

and Q£= OM- Od/W-a/'; 

hence 

c^PQ'^x'-xy+y-fT. 

To express the distance of 
any point from the origin, we 
must make a/' = 0, y" = 0 in 
the above, and we find * 

5. In the following pages 
we shall but seldom have occa- 
sion to make use of oblique coordinates, since formulae are, in 
general, much simplified by the use of rectangular axes; as ? 
however, oblique coordinates may sometimes he employed with 
advantage, we shall give the principal formulas in their most 
general form. 

Suppose, in the last figure, the angle YOX oblique and 
« to, then 

P8Q — 180 0 — 

and PQ? ~PS n + QS l - 2 PS. Q8. cos PSQ, 

or, PQ? = (*,' - /)• 4 [a/ -odj 4 2 (/ ~y") (rf - x") cosm. 

Similarly, the .square of the distance of a point, ody\ from 
the origin = a' a 4/ 8 4 cos co . 


Y 

Q/ 5 * 7 

jc'y 

c 


*'y 


u 


O M' M 

Y' 
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THE POINT. 


In applying these formulae, attention must be paid to the 
signs of the coordinates. If the point Q 1 for example, were 
in the angle XOY\ the sign of y" would be changed, and the 
line PS would be the sum and not the difference of y and y”. 
The learner will find no difficulty, if, having written the 
coordinates with their proper signs, he is careful to take for PS 
and QS the algebraic difference of the corresponding pair of 
coordinates. 

Ex. 1. Find the lengths of the sides of a triangle, the coordinates of whose 
vertices are x* — 2, y* = 3 ; *" = 4, y" = — 5 ; a"' = — 3, y r ” = — 6, the axes being 
rectangular. Ans. <]68, *J50 f J106. 

Ex. 2. Find the lengths of the sides of a triangle, the coordinates of whose 
vertices are the same as in the last example, the axes being inclined at an angle 
of 60°. Ans. J52, J57, JL51. 

Ex. 3. Express that the distance of the point xy from the point (2, 3) is equal 
to 4. Ans . (x - 2) 2 + [y - 3) 2 = 16 

Ex. 4. Express that the point xy is equidistant from the points (2, 3), (4, 5). 

, Ans . ( x — 2) 2 4- Cv ““ 3) 2 = (* — 4) 2 + (y — f>) 2 J ox x 4* y = 7. 

Ex. 5. Find the point equidistant from the points (2, 3), (4, 5), (6, 1). Here we* 
have two equations to determine the two unknown quantities x, y. 

Ans . x = <^, y — §, and the common distance is 

6. The distance between two points, being expressed in 
the form of a square root, is necessarily susceptible of a double 
sign. If the distance PQ 1 measured from P to Q 7 be considered 
positive, then the distance QP 7 measured from Q to P, 
is considered negative. If indeed we are only concerned 
with the single distance between two points, it would be 
unmeaning to affix any sign to it, since by prefixing a sign we 
in fact direct that this distance shall be added to, or subtracted 
from, some other distance. But suppose we are given three 
points P, Q 7 R in a right line, and know the distances P$, 
QIlj we may infer PR = PQ + QR. And with the explanation 
now given, this equation remains true, even though the 
point R lie between P and Q . For, in that case, PQ and 
QR are measured in opposite directions, and PR, which is their 
arithmetical difference, is still their algebraical sum. * Except 
in the case of lines parallel to one of the axes, no convention 
has been established as to which shall be considered the positive 
direction. 
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7. To find the coordinates of the jpoint cutting in a given 
ratio m : n, the line joining two given points xy\ xy\ 

Let x, y be the coordinates of the point R which we seek 
to determine, then 



If the line were to be cut externally in the given ratio we 
should have 

m : n : : x — x' : x — x'\ 

, 4l r — 720?' mi/' — nu' 

and therefore x — , ?/=~ — J . 

m — n 47 m — n 

It will be observed that the formulae for external section 
are obtained from those for internal section by changing the 
sign of the ratio; that is, by changing m: + n into m:~n. 
In fact, in the case of internal section, PR and RQ arc 
measured In the same direction, and their ratio (Art. 6) is to 
be counted as positive. But in the case of external section 
PR and RQ are measured in opposite directions, and their 
ratio is negative. 


Ex. 1. To find the coordinates of the middle point of the line joining the points 

apy, v , 4* X " y' + y" 

* Ans. x = — ■ — , y = *— . 


Ex. 2, To find the coordinates of the middle points of the sides of the triangle, 
the coordinates of whose vertices are (2, 3% (4, — 5), (— 3, — 6). 

Am. (*,- V), (- i, - *), (8, - 1). 

Ex. 3. The line joining the points (2, 3), (4, — 5) is trisected ; to find the co- 
ordinates of the point of trisection nearest the former point. Am. x = g, y = 

Ex. 4. The coordinates of the vertices of a triangle being x'y\ x"y", to 

find the coordinates of the point of trisection (remote from the vertex) of the line 
joining any vertex to the middle point of the opposite side. 

Am . x =s £ (A + / + x"'), y = 4 (y' 4* y" + y"'). 
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TRANSFORMATION OF COORDINATES. 


Ex. 5. To find the coordinates of the intersection of the bisectors of sides of the 
triangle, the coordinates of whose vertices are given in Ex. 2. Ans. x = 1, y = — 

Ex. 6. Any side of a triangle is cut in the ratio m : n, and the line joining this to 
the opposite vertex is cut in the ratio m + n : l ; to find the coordinates of the point- 

of section, lx' + mx” 4- nx'" hf 4- my” + ny'” 

1 4- m + n 1 a l+m + n 


TRANSFORMATION OF COORDINATES.* 


8. When we know the coordinates of a point referred to 
one pair of axes, it is frequently necessary to find its co- 
ordinates referred to another pair of axes. This operation is 
called the transformation of coordinates . 

We shall consider three cases separately; first, we shall 
suppose the origin changed, but the new axes parallel to the 
old; secondly, we shall suppose the directions of the axes 
changed, but the origin to remain unaltered ; and thirdly, we 
shall suppose both origin and directions of axes to be altered. 

First. Let the new axes be parallel to the old. 

Let Ox , Oy be 
the old axes, OX , 

OY the new axes. 

Let the coordinates 

of the new origin X 

referred to the old be 
x’ 7 y\ or 08 — x\ 

O'R => y\ Let the 
old coordinates be 
Xy y , the new Xy F, 
then we have 

OM = + RMy and PM~PN+ NM , 

that is x~x r + Xy and y=y r 4 F. 

These formulae are, evidently, equally true, whether the axes 
be oblique or rectangular. 

9. Secondly, let the directions of the axes be changed, while 
the origin is unaltered. 



* The beginner may postpone the rest of this chapter till he has read to the end 



TRANSFORMATION OF COORDINATES. 
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Let the original axes be 0.rf Oyl so that we have OQ = X] 
PQ~y- Let the new axes 
be OX? OY ? so that we have 
OIV = X, PX=F. Let OX? 

OY° make angles respectively 
a, with the old axis of a*?* 
and angles a', /3' with the old 
axis of yf and if the angle 
xOy between the old axes be 
we have obviously a -f a' = &>, 
since tfOx + fOy = # 0?/'; and in like manner /3 ~f /S' = m. 

The formulae of transformation are most easily obtained by 
expressing the perpendiculars from P on the original axes, in 
terms of the new coordinates and the old. Since 

PM— PQ mxPQM^ we have PM~y sin 00 . 

But also PM=N£ + PS= ONs\nNOR + PN&inPNS. 

Hence y sin m = X sin a + Y sin /3. : 

In like manner 

x sin ft) = X sin a! -f Y sin/3'; 
or x sin co = X sin (ft) — a) 4 Y sin [co — /?). 

In the figure the angles a, /3, co are all measured on the 
same side of Ox ; and a', /3', co all on the same side of Oy9 
If anv of t hese angles lie on the opposite side it must be given 
anegative^Igm TEuS^if 0 Y lie to the left of Oy, the angle 
/3 is greater than ft), and -is -negative, and therefore 

the coefficient of Y in the expression for x shift) is negative: 
This occurs in the following special case, to which, as the 
one which most frequently occurs in practice, we give a separate 
figure. 

To transform from a system of rectangular axes to a new 
rectangular system making an angle 6 with the old. 

Here we have 
a=#, /3 = 90-f#, 
a r = 90-0, /S' = ~ ; 
and the general formulae become 
y « X sin# + Y cos#, 

#=Xco s#-F sin#;' 





8 


TRANSFORMATION OF COORDINATES. 


the truth of which may also be seen directly, since y^PS+NR, 
x = OR — SNj while 

PS=PN cos0, NR=ONAn0- 9 OR^ON cos0, SN=PN AnO. 

There is only one other case of transformation which often 
occurs in practice. 

To transform from oblique coordinates to rectangular , retaining 
ike old axis of x. 

We may use the general for- 
mulae making 

a = 0, /? = 90, a'=a>, (3' = co — 90. 

But it is more simple to inves- 
tigate the formulae directly. We 
have OQ and PQ for the old x and 
2 /, OM and PM for the new; and, since PQM= o>, we have 
. Y=y sino>, X = x 4 - y cos co ; 

while from these equations we get the expressions for the old 
coordinates in terms of the new 

^sinw=F, x sin ci) = X sin 6) — F cos to. 

10. Thirdly, by combining the transformations of the two 
preceding articles, we can find the coordinates of a point re- 
ferred to two new axes in any position whatever. We first find 
the coordinates (by Art. 8) referred to a pair of axes through 
the new origin parallel to the old a xps,, anu then (by Art. 9) 
we can find the cooidii^ f o the required axes. 

Thegenej^rtxpressions are obviously obtained by adding 
SxfkfjXo the values for x and y given in the last article. 

Ex. 1. The coordinates of a point satisfy the relation 

X 2 4. yl _ 4a; _ Qy -- 18 . 

what will this become if the origin be transformed to the point (2, 3) ? 

Am. X* + r* = 8l. 

Ex. 2. The coordinates of a point to a set of rectangular axes satisfy the 
relation y 2 — x 2 = 6 j what will this become if transformed to axes bisecting the 
angles between the given axes ? Am. XT = 3. 

Ex. 3. Transform the equation 2a 2 — hxy + 2y 2 = 4 from axes inclined to each 
other at an angle of 60° to the right lines which bisect the angles between the 
given axes. Am. X 2 — 27 Y 2 + 12 = 0. 

Ex. 4. Transform the same equation to rectangular axes, retaining the old axis 
of x. Ans. BX 2 + 10 F 2 - 7 XT ^3 = G, 




POLAR COORDINATES. 
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Ex. 5. It is evident that when we change from one set of rectangular axes to 
another, ce 2 4- y 1 must = X 2 4- Y 2 , since both express the square of the distance of 
a point from the origin. Verify this by squaring and adding the expressions for 
X and Y in Art. 9. 

Ex. 6. Verify in like manner in general that 

x 2 4- y 2 4- 2rc y cos xOy = X 2 + Y 2 4- 2XF cos XOY. 

If we write X sin a + Y sin/3 = L, X cos a 4- Y cos/3 = M, the expressions in Art. 9 
may be written y sin o> = L, x sin co = M sin on — L cos co j whence 

sin 2 6o (a 2 4- y 2 4- 2a;?/ cos co) = (L 2 4- AT 2 ) sin 2 w. 

But X 2 4- M 2 = X 2 4- Y 2 + 2XY cos (a - /3), and a-/3 = XOY . 

11. The degree of any equation between the coordinates is not 
altered by transformation of coordinates . 

Transformation cannot increase the degree of the equation ; 
for if the highest terms in the given, equation be x n \ y m , &c., 
those in the transformed equation will he 

{x‘ sin ay-bx sin (go- a) 4 y sin (co (y sin co 4 x sin a 4y sin /?) m , 

&c., which evidently cannot contain powers of x or y above the 

degree. Neither can transformation diminish the degree of 
an equation, since by transforming the transformed equation 
back again to the old axes, we must fall back on the original 
equation, and if the first transformation had diminished the 
degree of the equation, the second should increase it, contrary 
to what has just been proved. 

POLAR COORDINATES. 

12. Another method of expressing the position of a point 
is often employed. 

If we were given a fixed point 0, and a fixed line through it 
OBj it is evident that we should 
know the position of any point 
P, if we knew the length OP \ 
and also the angle POB. The 
line OP is called the radius 
vector; the fixed point is called u B 

the pole; and this method is called the method of polar co- 
ordinates* 

It is very easy, being given the x and y coordinates of a 
point, to find its polar ones, or vice vend* 
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CHAPTER II. 

THE RIGHT LIKE. 

14. Any two equations between the coordinates represent 
geometrically one or more points. 

If the equations be both of the first degree (see Ex. 5, p. 4) 
they denote a single point. For solving the equations for 
x and we obtain a result of the form £c = a, y~b y which, 
as was proved in the last chapter, represents a point. 

If the equations be of higher degree, they’ represent more 
points than one. For, eliminating y between the equations, 
we obtain an equation containing x only- let its roots be a 7 
a 2J a 8J &c. Now, if we substitute any of these values (aj for 
x in the original equations, we get two equations in y, which 
must have a common root (since the result of elimination be- 
tween the equations is rendered =0 by the supposition x = aj. 
Let this common root be y = fi t . Then the values x = a l3 y = /3 3 , 
at once satisfy both the given equations, and denote a point 
which is represented by these equations. So, in like manner, 
is the point whose coordinates are x = a a , y = /3 a , &c. 

Ex 1. What point is denoted by the equations 3a? + = 13, 4a? — y = 2 ? 

Am. x = 1, y s= 2 

Ex. % What points are represented by the two equations x 2 -f ?/ = 5, xy = 2 ? 
Eliminating y between the equations, we get x 4 — + 4 = 0. The roots of this 

equation are as 2 = 1 and x* — 4, and, therefore, the four values of x are 

27 “ -f" 3? ~ — 1, 3? — -f- 2, 2?~ — 2. 

Substituting these successively in the second equation, we obtain tho corresponding 
values of y, 

y = + % y~~% y = +3, y = ~ 1. 

Tho two given equations, therefore, represent tho four points 

(+ b + 2), (- 1, - 2), (4- 2, + 1), (- 2, - 1). 

Ex. 3. What points are denoted by the equations 

. x-y-i, ^ + y 2 = 25? Am. (4,8), (-8, -4). ' 

Ex 4, What points are denoted by the equations 

y -h 3 ~ 0, x 2 + y 2 - ffo? — 3y -f ? G = 0 ? 

An,. (1,1), (2,8), (3,8), (4, 1). 
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15. A single equation between the coordinates denote 
geometrical locus . 

One equation evidently does not afford us conditions enc 
to determine the two unknown quantities a?, y; and an ii 
finite number of systems of values of x and y can be found w 
will satisfy the given equation. And yet the coordinate 
any point taken at random will not satisfy it. The assemfr 
then of points, whose coordinates do satisfy the equation, fo 
a locus , which is considered the geometrical significatioi 
the given equation. 

Thus, for example, we saw (Ex. 3, p. 4) that the equa 
(«-2) # + (y-3)*«16 

expresses that the distance of the point xy from the p< 
(2, 3) =4. This equation then is ^atidied by the coordinates 
any point on the circle whose centre is the point (2, 3), 
whose radius is 4; and by the coordinates of no other po 
This circle then is the locus which the equation is said 
represent. 

We can illustrate by a still simpler example, that a sin 
equation between the coordinates signifies a locus. Let 
recall the construction by which (p. 1) we determined 
position of a point from 
the two equations x = a, 
y=b. We took OM—a\ 
we drew MK parallel to 
OY', and then, measuring 
MP= h, we found P, the 
point required. Had we 
been given a different value 
of y, x = a, y = we should 
proceed as before, ahd we 
should find a point P' still situated on the line MK , but 
a different distance from M. Lastly, if the value of y w« 
left wholly indeterminate, and we were merely given t 
single equation x = a, we should knovsr that the point 
was situated somewhere on the line MK^ but its position 
that line would not be determined. Hence the line MK 
the locus of all the points represented by the equation 
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since, whatever point we take on the line MK , the x of that 
point will always = a. 

16. In general, if we are given an equation of any degree 
between the coordinates, let us assume for x any value we 
please (# = &), and the equation will enable us to determine 
a finite number of values of y answering to this particular 
value of#; and, consequently, the equation will be satisfied for 
each of the points (p, q , r, &c.), whose x is the assumed value, 
and whose y is that found from the equation. Again, assume 
for x any other value 
(# = a), and we find, 
in like manner, ano- 
ther series of points, 

‘ p\ q\ r', whose co- 
ordinates satisfy the 
equation. So again, 
if we assume x — a" 
or x = a'", &c. Now, 
if x *■ be supposed to 
take successively all 
possible values, the assemblage of points found as above will 
form a locus, every point of which satisfies the conditions of the 
equation, and which is, therefore, its geometrical signification. 

We can find in the manner just explained as many points 
of this locus as we please, until we have enough to represent 
its figure to the eye. 

Ex. X. Represent in a figure* a series of points ’which, satisfy the equation 
yz=2x + 3. 

Ans. Giving a? the values 0, 1, 2, <fea, we find for y, - 1, 1, 8, 5, 7, &c., 

and the corresponding points will be seen all to lie on a right line. 

Ex. 2. Represent the locus denoted by the equation y = x 2 — Sx - 2. 

Ans. To the values for a* - 1, - 0, 1 , 2, £, 8, f, 4; correspond for 

Vi 2, — • £, — 2, — VS ~ 4, — Vj — 4, — y, - 2, — 2. If the points thus denoted 

he laid down on paper, they will sufficiently exhibit the form of the curve, which may 
he continued indefinitely by giving x greater positive or negative values. 

Ex. 3. Represent the curve y = 3 ± J(20 — x — X s ). 

Here to each value of x correspond two values of y. No part of the curve lies to 
the right of the line x = 4, or to the left of the line x = — 5, since by giving greater 
positive or negative values to x, the value of y becomes ima ginary. 

* The learner is recommended to use paper ruled into little squares, which is sold 
under the nanus of logarithm paper. 
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15. A single equation between the coordinates denotes a 
geometrical locus. 

One equation evidently does not afford us conditions enough 
to determine the two unknown quantities x , y; and an inde- 
finite number of systems of values of x and y can be found which 
will satisfy the given equation. And yet the coordinates of 
any point taken at random will not satisfy it. The assemblage 
then of points, whose coordinates do satisfy the equation, forms 
a locus , which is considered the geometrical signification of 
the given equation. 

Thus, for example, we saw (Ex. 3, p. 4) that the equation 
(®-2)*+(y-3) a «16 

expresses that the distance of the point xy from the point 
(2, 3) =4. This equation then is ; atidied by the coordinates of 
any point on the circle whose centre is the point (2, 3), and 
whose radius is 4; and by the coordinates of no other point. 
This circle then is the locus which the equation is said to 
represent. 

We can illustrate by a still simpler example, that a single 
equation between the coordinates signifies a locus. Let us 
recall the construction by which (p. 1) we determined the 
position of a point from 
the two equations x = a, 
y — b. We took OM=a$ 
we drew MK parallel to 
OY ; and then, measuring 
MP=l , we found P, the 
point required. Had we 
been given a different value 
of y, x = a, y = b\ we should 
proceed as before, ahd we 
should find a point F still situated on the line MK , but at 
a different distance from M. Lastly, if the value of y were 
left wholly indeterminate, and we were merely given the 
single equation x = a, we should kno^ that the point P 
was situated somewhere on the line MK , but its position in 
that line would not be determined. Hence the line MK is 
the locus of all the points represented by the equation x~a* 
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17. The whole science of Analytic Geometry is founded 
on the connexion which has been thus proved to exist between 
an equation and a locus. If a curve be defined by any 
geometrical property, it will be our business to deduce from that 
property an equation which must be satisfied by the coordinates 
of every point on the curve. Thus, if a circle be defined as 
the locus of a point (as, y) 7 whose distance from a fixed point 
(a 7 V) is constant, and equal to r, then the equation of the circle 
in rectangular coordinates is (Art. 4), 

(x — a) 2 + (y - Vf = 

On the other hand, it will be our business when an equation is 
given, to find the figure of the curve represented, and to deduce 
its geometrical properties. In order to do this systematically, 
we make a classification of equations according to their degrees, 
and beginning with the simplest, examine the form and pro- 
perties of the locus represented by the equation. The degree 
of an equation is estimated by the highest value of the sum 
of the indices of x and y in any term. Thus the equation 
xy 4 2x + 3y = 4 is of the second degree, because it contains 
the term xy. If this term were absent, it would be of the 
first degree. A curve is said to be of the n th degree when the 
equation which represents it is of that degree. 

We commence with the equation of the first degree, and we 
shall prove that this always represents a right line 7 and, 
conversely, that the equation of a right line is always of the 
first degree. 

18. We have already (Art. 15) interpreted the simplest case 
of an equation of the first degree, namely, the equation = 

In like manner, the equation y = h represents a line PN parallel 
to the axis OX, and meeting the axis 0 ¥ at a distance from 
the origin ON~b. If we suppose l to he equal to nothing, 
we see that the equation ^ = 0 denotes the axis OX; and in 
like manner that x = 0 denotes the axis OY. 

Let us now proceed to the case next in order of simplicity, 
and let us examine what relation subsists between the co- 
ordinates of points situated on a right line passing through 
the origin. 
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If we take any point P 
on such a line, we see that 
both the coordinates PM, 

OM , will vary in length, 
but that the ratio PM\ OM 
will be constant, being = 
to the ratio 

sin POM : sin MPO. 

Hence we see that the 
equation 

sin POM i 
y ~ sin MPO X - 
will be satisfied for every 
point of the line OP, and 
therefore this equation Is said to be the equation of the line 0P- 
Conversely, if we were asked what locus was represented 
by the equation 

y = mx, 



write the equation in the form ~ c = m J and the question is: “To 

find the locus of a point P, such that, if we draw PM : PN 
parallel to two fixed lines, the ratio PM : PN may be constant.” 
Now this locus evidently is a right line OP, passing through 
0 , the point of intersection of the two fixed lines, and dividing 
the angle between them in such a manner that 

sin POM = m sin P ON 

If the axes he rectangular, smPON ~ cosPOM • therefore, 
m = tan POM, and the equation y = mx represents a right line 
passing through the origin, and making an angle with the 
axis of x, whose tangent is m. 


19. An equation of the form y =(*f njx will denote a line 
OP, situated in the angles YOX, Y'OX'. For it appears, 
from the equation y — -\- mx, that whenever x is positive y 
will be positive, and whenever x is negative y will be negative. 
Points, therefore, represented by this equation must have their 
coordinates either both positive or both negative, and such 
points we saw (Art. 3) lie only in the angles YOX, Y'OX \ 
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On the contrary, In order to satisfy the equation y = — ^ 
if x be positive y must be negative, and if x be negative y 
must be positive. Points, therefore, satisfying this equation 
will have their coordinates of different signs; and the line 
represented by the equation, must, therefore (Art. 8), lie in the 
angles Y'OX, YOX'. 

20. Let us now examine Iiow to represent a right line PQ 
situated in any manner 
with regard to the axes. 

Draw OB through 
the origin parallel to PQ, 
and let the ordinate PM 
meet OB in R. Now it 
is plain (as in Art. 18), 
that the ratio RM : OM 
will be always constant 
(RM always equal, sup- 
pose, to m . OM ) ; but the ordinate PM differs from RM by 
the constant length PR — OQ , which we shall call b. Hence 
we may write down the equation 

PM^RM+PR, or PM~m.OM+PR, 

that is y = mJC q. J )m 

The equation, therefore, y ~ mx -f b, being satisfied by every 
point of the line PQ , is said to be the equation of that line. 

It appears from the last Article, that m will be positive or 
negative according as OR, parallel to the right line PQ , lies in 
the angle YOX, or Y' OX. And, again, b will be positive 
or negative according as the point Q, in which the line meets 
OY, lies above or below the origin. 

Conversely, the equation y = mx -f b will always denote a 
right line; for the equation can be put into the form 


Now, since if we draw the line QT parallel to OM, TM will 
be and PT therefore the question becomes: “To 

find the locus of a point, such that, if we draw PT parallel 
t0 OY to meet the fixed line QT, PT may be to QT in a 
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ttstant ratio and this locus evidently is the right line JPQ 
ssing through Q. 

The most general equation of the first degree, Ax-\-By+C~ 0, 
ft obviously be reduced to the form y = rrtx 4- 5, since it is 
ftivalent to 

A G 

is equation therefore always represents a right line. 


21. From the last Articles we are able to ascertain the 
ometrical meaning of the constants in the equation of a 
jht line. If the right line represented by the equation 
= mx 4- b make an angle = cc with the axis of a?, and = /3 
th the axis of y ) then (Art. 18) 

sin a 

m = . ; 

sin/3 9 

id if the axes be rectangular, m — tan a. 

W e saw (Art. 20) that b is the intercept which the line cuts 
f on the axis of y. 

If the equation be given in the general form Ax+ By 4- C =d), 
e can reduce it, as in the last Article, to the form y = mx 4- 6, 
id we find that 

A _ sin a 
~~B~~ ST/3 ’ 

C 

r if the axes be rectangular =tana; and that ~ g is the 
mgth of the intercept made by the line on the axis of y . 

Coe. The lines y = mx 4-5, y — mx 4- V will be parallel to 
ich other if m = since then they will both make the same 
igle with the axis. * Similarly the lines Ax 4- By -{- G = 0, 
!x 4- B'y 4- C' = 0, will be parallel if 

A __ A' 

B~~B" 

Beside the forms Ax 4- By 4- G = 0 and y = mx 4- 5, there 
re two other forms in which the equation of a right line 
, frequently used ; these wx next proceed to lay before the 
3 ader. 
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22. To express the equation of a line MN in terms of the 
intercepts OM=a , ON—b which it cuts of on the axes . 

We can derive this from the form already considered 

A B 

Ax + By + C = 0, or -^y -1-1 = 0. 

This equation must he satisfied by the coordinates of every 
point on MN^ and there- 
fore by those of ill, which 
(see Art 2) are x = a } 
y~ 0. Hence we have 

A A 1 

C a+ 1 = °’ ~C~~a‘ 

In like manner, since 
the equation is satisfied 
by the coordinates of N, 

[x= 0, 3/=i), we have 
i 

0“ V 

Substituting which values in the general form, it becomes 

— 4 i = 1* 
a b 

This equation bolds whether the axes be oblique or rect- 
angular. 

It is plain that the position of the line will vary with the 
signs of the quantities a and l For example, the equation 



~ -I- ^ which cuts off positive intercepts on both axes, 

presents the line MN on the preceding figure ; - — ~ = 1, cutting 

a o 

off a positive intercept on the axis of x , and a negative in- 
tercept on the axis of ?/, represents MN\ 

• • cc *u 

Similarly, — - -f | = 1 represents NM' ; 

and - - — j = 1 represents M’N\ 

By dividing by the constant term, any equation of the first 
degree can evidently be reduced to some one of these four forms* 
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Ex. 1. Examine the position of the following lines, and find the intercepts they 
make on the axes : 

2x — Sy = 7 ; Sx 4- Ay 4- 9 = 0 j 
Zx 4- 2y = 6 ; Ay — 5a; = 20. 

Ex. 2. The sides of a triangle being taken for axes, form the equation of the line 
joining the points which cut off the m th part of each, and shew, by Art. 21, that it 
is parallel to the base. 

r . x y 1 

Ans. - 4- t = — . 
a b m 


23. To express the equation of a right line in terms of the 
length of the perpendicular on it from the origin , and of the 
angles which this perpendicular makes with the axes . 

Let the length of the perpendicular OP~p y the angle POM 
which it makes with the axis of x = a, 


POkf= f3 y OM~a y ON=b. 

We saw (Art. 22) that the equa- 
tion of the right line MN was 


Multiply this equation by p y and we 
have 



V V 

a x+ l y= r- 


But 2 = cos a, |=cos$; therefore the equation of the line is 
x cos a + y cos /3 =p. 

In rectangular coordinates, -which we shall generally use, we 
have /3 = 90° — a ; and the equation becomes x cosa + y sina —p. 
This equation will include the four cases of Art. 22, if we 
suppose that a may take any value from 0 to 360°. Thus, for 
the position NM', a is 'between 90° and 180°, and the coefficient 
of x is negative. For the position M'N ', a is between 180° and 
270°, and has both sine and cosine negative. For MN \ a. is 
between 270° and 360°, and has a negative sine and positive 
cosine. In the last two cases, however, it is more convenient 
to write the formula x cosa + y sina = — p : and consider a to 
denote the angle, ranging between 0 and 180°, made with the 
positive direction of the axis of x , by the perpendicular pro- 
duced. In using, then, the formula x cosa + y sin a =y>, we 
suppose jp to he capable of a double sign, and a to denote the 
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angle, not exceeding 180°, made with the axis of x either by 
the perpendicular or its production. 

The general form Ax -f By -f C= 0, can easily: he reduced 
to the form x cos a y sin a =y> ; for, dividing it by V(-4 2 + J3 2 ), 
we have 

A , B C 

*J(A* + B*) ai+ V(-4“ + B‘) y V(^ + ^ 2 ) 

But we may take 


.4 


= COS Of, 


and 


+ B‘) V(^ + -B'l ~ Sina ’ 

since the sum of squares of these two quantities = 1. 


Hence we learn that 


and 


B 


are re- 


*J(A* + B 2 ) ™" W(A* + B*) 
spectively the cosine and sine of the angle which the per- 
pendicular from the origin on the line (-4a; -f By C = 0) makes 

with the axis of a?, and that — is the length of this 

perpendicular. 


*24. To reduce the equation Ax -f- By 4- G = 0 (rej erred to 
oblique coordinates) to the form x cosa-f-y cos/9 —p. 

Let us suppose that the given equation when multiplied" 
by a certain factor R is reduced to the required form, then 
RA — cos a, BJB — cos/9. But it can easily be proved that, if a 
and yS be any two angles whose sum is &>, we shall have 

cos 2 ot + cos 2 /? — 2 cos a cos yS cos to = sin 2 co. 

Hence T 2 (A s -f B 2 — 2 AB cos co) = sin*G>, 

and the equation reduced to the required form is 
A sin co t B sin co 

V pF+ — 2AB cos w) * + cos®) y 

(7 sin co _ 

+ V( A* -f-.fi 2 - 241^7) “ 

And we learn that 

-4 sin © 5 sin co 

V (-4* + fi 2 — 2AB cos co ) ? V(A 2 + ^'»2^ cos w) 5 


* Articles and Chapters marked with an asterisk may he omitted on a first reading. 
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are respectively the cosines of the angles that the perpendicular 
from the origin on the line Ax +- By 4- (7=0 makes with the 

axes of x and y ; and that B'-l ' lB cos w) is tbe length 

of this perpendicular. This length may be also easily cal- 
culated by dividing the double area of the triangle NOM, 
(ON. OM Sin co) by the length of MN] expressions for which 
are easily found. 

The square root in the denominators is, of course, susceptible 
of a double sign, since the equation may be reduced to either 
of the forms 

x cos a -f y cos /3 = 0 } x cos (a 180°) +- y cos (/3 + 180°) -f jp = 0. 


25. To find the angle between two lines whose equations with 
regard to rectangular axes are given . 

The angle between the lines is manifestly equal to the angle 
between the perpendiculars on the lines from the origin; if 
therefore these perpendiculars make with the axis of x the 
angles a, a', we have (Art. 23) 


Hence 


cosa = 


cos a = 


A 


V(A* + B*) 
A' 

V(A'*+ify 


5 Sina = 


B 


sin a = 


F 


V(A'* + iT) 


. , , x BA'-AB ' 

sm a ) - ^ + B n ) 7 


cos (a — a') = 


AA' + BB' 


+ >J{A n +B n ) 7 


... . BA' - AB' 

and therefore tan (a — a J = j^aT+iSb' ’ 


Cor. 1. The two lines are parallel to each other when 
BA'-AB'=0 (Art 21), 

since then the angle between them vanishes. 

* 

, Cor. 2. The two lines arc perpendicular to each other when 
A A' + since then the tangent of the angle between 

them becomes infinite. 
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If the equations of the lines had been given in the form 
y — rax + y = nix 4- U ; 

since the angle between the lines is the difference of the angles 
they make with the axis of x 1 and since (Art. 21) the tangents 
of these angles are m and m, it follows that the tangent of the 

required angle is , ; that the lines are parallel if m = m! \ 

and perpendicular to each other if mm! -4 1=0. 


*26. To find the angle between two lines , the coordinates leincj 
oblique. 

We proceed as in the last article, using the expressions of 
Art. 24, 


cos a = 


A sin a> 


consequently, 


Hence 
sin (a - <x') = 

cos (a - a') = 


cos a = 


sia a = 


sma = 


+ eos ft>) > 

A' sin cw 

S[A'*+JB*-2A!B cos w) ’ 

B — A cos w o 

V ( A 2 4- B 2 — 2AB cos a>) * 
B' —A r cos co 

V (A 7 * 4 B n - 2A / S r cos _ w) # 

(iLi' — AL1?') sin co 


a/ (A. 5 8 +5 2 ~ 2A.I? cos w) \/(A r!i 4 B l — 2AB’ cos a>) 1 
BB’ + AA'- [AB’ + A'B] cos a 
V^( A* -f B 2 - 2 AB cos a>) + B* - 2A cos a) ’ 


tnn r„ _ (BA'-AB) sin &> 

ran a I ~ AA < + £ 5 ' _ ^ C os a, * 

Coe. 1 . The lines are parallel if BA r = A B*. 

Coe. 2. The lines are perpendicular to each other if 

AA f 4 -EB = (. AB ' 4- JR1') cos o>. 


27. At right line can le found to satisfy any two conditions • 
Each of the forms that we have given of the general equa- 
tion of a right line includes two constants. Thus the forms 
y~mx-\- l ) a? cos a -4 y si na=p, involve the constants m and &, 
p and a. The only form which, appears to contain more con- 
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stants is Ax + By C= 0 ; but in this case we are concerned not 
with the absolute magnitudes, but only with the mutual ratios 
of the quantities A , j 5, C. For if we multiply or divide the 
equation by any constant it will still represent the same line : 
we may divide therefore by (7, when the equation will only 


A B 

contain the two constants ^ . 


Choosing, then, any of these 


forms, such as y = mx + to represent a line in general, we 
may consider m and b as two unknown quantities to be deter- 
mined. And when any two conditions are given we are able 
to find the values of m and &, corresponding to the particular 
line which satisfies these conditions. This is sufficiently illus- 
trated by the examples in Arts. 28, 29, 32, 33. 


28. To find the equation of a right line parallel to a given 
one 1 and passing through a given point xy\ 

If the line y = mx -h b be parallel to a given one, the con- 
stant m is known (Cor., Art. 21). And if it pass through a 
fixed point, the equation, being true for every point on the line, 
is true for the point xy\ and therefore we have y = mx + 6, 
which determines b . The required equation then is 

y = mx + y' — mx\ or y — y = m (x — x '). 

If in this equation we consider m as indeterminate, we 
have the general equation of a right line passing through the 
point x’y'. 


29. To find the equation of a right line passing through two 
fixed points xy\ x"y" . 

We found, in the last article, that the general equation of 
a right line passing through xy' is one which may be written 
in the form 


where m is indeterminate. But since the line must also pass 
through the point a/'y", this equation must be satisfied when 
the coordinates x\ y", are substituted for x and y ; hence 

y -y' 

* = m . 

x - x 
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Substituting this value of m, the equation of the line becomes 


y-y = y ~y 

x~x' x" — a;' 


In this form the equation can be easily remembered, but, 
clearing it of fractions, we obtain it in a form which is some- 
times more convenient, 

{if - y") x- {x’-~ x") y + oitf - y V' = 0. 

The equation may also be written in the form 
(X-X r ) {y-y") = {x-x') ti-y’). 

For this is the equation of a right line, since the terms xy ) 
which appear on both sides, destroy each other; and it is 
satisfied either by making x = x\ y=y\ or sc = a?", y=y". 
Expanding it, we find the same result as before. 

Cor. The equation of the line joining the point x'y' to the 
origin is yx = xy. 

Ex. 1. Form the equations of the sides of a triangle, the coordinates of whose 
vertices are (2, 1), (3, — 2), (— 4, — 1). Ans. x + 7 y + 11 = 0, 3y — x = 1, 3a? 4 y = 7. 


Ex. 2. Form the equations of the sides of the triangle formed by (2, 3), (4, - 5), 
(— 3, — 6). Ans. x — 7y = 39, 9x — 5y = 3, 4x 4- y = 11. 

Ex. 3. Form the equation of the line joining the points 
mx' 4- nx” my' 4- ny" 

’ m + n 

-x")y + x'y”- </V' = 0. 


x’y* and • 


m 4- n 
Ans. (y' — y ") x — (x* - 


Ex. 4. Form the equation of the line joining 

x y ^ *1+^, gl+iC 


Ans. (y " + y ,n ~ 2 y') x - (x" + x’" - 2x') y + x"y' - y'V 4- x'Y - y”W = 0. 

Ex. 5. Form the equations of the bisectors of the sides of the triangle described 
in Ex. 2. Ans. 17x — 3 y— 25, 7x 4- % 4- 17 = 0, 6x — 6y = 21. 

Ex. 6. Form the equation of the line joining 

lx' — mx" 7y f — my" lx' — nx’" h/ — ny"' 
l — m 9 l - m l~n 3 i—n 

Ans. x { l(m — n) y'+ m{n—V) y”+ n{l—m) y"'} —y{l (m— n) x'+ x"+ n {l~m)x'”} 

= Im (yV' — x'y") 4- mn (y"af" — x"y"') 4- nl (y rn 'of — y'x"') . 


30. To find the condition that three joints shall lie on one 
right line . 

We found (in Art. 29) the equation of the line joining two 
of them, and we have only to see if the coordinates of the 
third will satisfy this equation. The condition, therefore, is 


THE RIGHT LINE, 


25 


which can be put into the more symmetrical form 

y x K - x *) + 2/2 (*» - x i) + 2/2 to - O = 0.* 

31. To find the coordinates of the point of intersection of two 
right lines whose equations are given . 

Each equation expresses a relation which must be satisfied by 
the coordinates of the point required ; we find its coordinates, 
therefore, by solving for the two unknown quantities x and y ) 
from the two given equations. 

We said (Art. 14) that the position of a point was deter- 
mined, being given two equations between its coordinates. The 
reader will now perceive that each equation represents a locus on 
which the point must lie, and that the point is the intersection of 
the two loci represented by the equations. Even the simplest 
equations to represent a point, viz. x—a, y = b , are the equa- 
tions of two parallels to the axes of coordinates, the intersection 
of which is the required point. When the equations are both 
of the first degree they denote but one point ; for each equation 
represents a right line, and two right lines can only intersect in 
one point. In the more general case, the loci represented by 
the equations are curves of higher dimensions, which will inter- 
sect each other in more points than one. 

Ex. 1. To find the coordinates of the vertices of the triangle the equations of 
whose sides are x 4- y = 2 ; x — Sy = 4 ; &c + % + 7 = 0. 

Ans. (- - «), (V, - W, (.*, - *). 

Ex. 2. To find the coordinates of the intersections of 

Bx 4- y — 2 = 0 ; x 4- 2y = 5 ; 2x — 3y 4- 7 = 0. 

Am. (*, V), (-*,«,<-», ¥)• 

Ex. 3. Eind the coordinates of the intersections of 

2x + 3y = 13 ; 6x — y = 7 ; x — 4y + 10 = 0. 

Ans. They meet in the point (2, 3). 

Ex. 4. Find the coordinates of the vertices, and the equations of the diagonals, 
of the quadrilateral the equations of whose sides are 

2y — Bx = 10, 2y 4- x = 0, 1 Gx — lOy = 33, 12% + 14y 4* 29 = 0. 

Ans. (- 1, l) T (3, f), (£, - fi, (~3, i) ; Gy — x = G, 8x 4- 2y 4- 1 = 0. 
X ^ 

* In using this and other similar formulae, which we shall afterwards have occasion 
to employ, the learner must he careful to take the coordinates 
in a fixed order (see engraving). For instance, in the second member 
of the formula just given, y z takes the place of y x , x 3 of x 2J and x x 
» of x 3 . Then, in the third member, we advance from y 2 to y 3 , from 

to x lt and from x x to x t , always proceeding in the order just 
indicated. 
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Ex. 5. Find the intersections of opposite sides of tlie same quadrilateral, and the 
equation of the line joining them. Ans. (83, £££), (— V? W)> 162y — 199x = 41G2. 

Ex. 6. Eind the diagonals of the parallelogram formed by 
x — a. x — a’, y — b, y — b'. 

Ans . (b — b*) x — (a — a') y = a'<5 — a&' j (<5 — a; Hh (« — ct") y =:: — a f b '• 


Ex. 7. The axes of coordinates being the base of a triangle and the bisector of 
the base, form the equations of the two bisectors of sides, and find the coordinates 
of their intersection. Let the coordinates of the vertex be 0, y\ those of the base 
angles *,0, and x , 0. 3;c'y — y r x - x'y f = 0 j 3 x'y + y'x - x'y' = 0 ; ^0, ^ j . 

Ex. 8. Two opposite sides of a quadrilateral are taken for axes, and the other 
two are 


. + JL - i 


JL + it -i. 
2a' + 2y- A, 


2a 2d " 

find the coordinates of the middle points of diagonals. Ans. (a, b'), (a', 5). 

Ex. 9. In the same case find the coordinates of the middle point of the line 
joining the intersections of opposite sides. 

a'b.a — ab'.a' a'b . b f — ah ' . b , , „ 

-^ 7 — ; and the form of the result shows (Art. 7) 


Ans. - 


a'd — a&' 9 a'b - 

that this point divides externally, in the ratio a'b : ab' y the line joining tho two middle 
points (<r, b') t (a', b). 


32. To find the equation to rectangular axes of a right line 
passing through a given pointy and perpendicular to a given line } 
y = mx 4* b. 

The condition that two lines should be perpendicular, being 
mm = - 1 (Art. 25), we have at once for the equation of the 
required perpendicular 

y- y x ')- 

It is easy, from the above, to see that the equation of the per- 
pendicular from the point x'y' on the line Ax ^ By -f <7=0 is 

that is to say, we interchange the coefficients of x and y, and alter 
the sign of one of them . % 

Ex. 1. To find the equations of the perpendiculars from each vertex on the 
opposite side of the triangle (2, 1), (3, - 2), (— 4, — 1). 

The equations of the sides are (Art. 29, Ex. 1) 

x + 7y + II = 0, 3y - x = 1, 3x + y = 7 } 
and the equations of the perpendiculars 

lx - y = 13, 3x + y = 7, By — x =: 1. 

The triangle is consequently right-angled. 

Ex. 2. To find the equations of the perpendiculars at the middle points of the 
side of the same triangle. The coordinates of the middle points being 
(- 1, - 1), (- 1, 0), (5, - i). 
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The perpendiculars are 

7# -- y 4* 2 = 0, 3a; 4- y 4- 3 = 0, 3y — £4-4 = 0, intersecting in (— J, — |). 

Ex. 3. Find the equations of the perpendiculars from the vertices of the triangle 
(2, 3), (4, - 5), (- 3, - 6) (see Ait. 29, Ex. 2). 

Ans. lx 4-y = 17, 5x + 9y 4* 25 = 0, x — Ay— 21 ; intersecting in ($$, - VJO* 

Ex. 4. Find the equations of the perpendiculars at the middle points of the sides 
of the same triangle. 

Ans. 7x 4- y + 2 = 0, 5a? 4- 9y 4- 16 = 0, x — Ay = 7 ; intersecting in (— — £•£). 

Ex. 5. To find in general the equations of the perpendiculars from the vertices on 
the opposite sides of a triangle, the coordinates of whose vertices are given. 

Am. (A' - x"') x + (y" - y'”) y + (Ax'" + y'y "' ) - (Ax" + y'y" ) = 0, 

(A" ~A )x + (y'" -y’ )y + (x"A 4- y'y ' ) - (A' A" 4- y"y"') - 0, 

(A - x " ) x 4- (y' - y" ) y + (A” A’ 4- y"'y") - (A" A 4- y'"y ' ) = 0. 

Ex. 6. Find the equations of the perpendiculars at the middle points of the sides. 
Ans. (A' - A”) x + (y" - y" f ) y = } (A' 2 - A"*) 4- \ (y" 2 - if" 2 ), 

(A" - A ) x 4- (sT - y' ) y = i (A" 2 - A* ) + h i’/"* - V’ 2 ), 

(A -A')x 4- (y' -y")y = i (A 2 - A'* ) 4- £ (y 72 - y " 2 )-• 


Ex. 7. Talcing for axes the base of a triangle and the perpendicular on it from- 
the vertex, find the equations of the other two perpendiculars, and the coordinates 
of their intersection. The coordinates of the vertex are now (0, y'), and of the 
base angles (; A ', 0), (- A’\ 0). 

Am. A" (x — x ") 4- y'y — 0, A' (x 4- A" ) — y'y = 0, ^0, . 


Ex. 8. ITsing the same axes, find the equations of the perpendiculars at the middle 
points of sides, and the coordinates of their intersection. 


Ans. 2 2 2^-^-^', (5~, 


y ,2 -A'A"\ 

v r 


Ex. 9. Form the equation of the perpendicular from Ay r on the line x cos a 4-y sin a —p ; 
and find the coordinates of the intersection of this perpendicular with the given line. 

Ans. {A 4- cos a (p — A cos a - y 1 sin a ) , y'' 4- sin a (p — x h cos a — y' sin a)}. 

Ex. 10. Find the distance between the latter point and Ay'. 

Ans. i ( p — A oos a — y* sin a ) . 


33. To find the equation of a line passing through a given 
point and making a given angle </> ? with a given line y — mx + h 
( the axes of coordinates being rectangular ). 

Let the equation of the required line be 


y -y =m'{x-x\ 
and the formula of Art. 25 ? 


tan <£ = 


m — m! 

1 + uim * 


enables us to determine 


m — tan cf> 

1 -f m tan <f> * 
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341 To find the length of the perpendicular from any point 
xy on the line whose equation is x cos a + y cos/3 - p = 0. 

We have already indicated (Ex. 9 and 10, Art. 82) one way 
of solving this question, and 
we wish now to shew how the 
same result may be obtained 
geometrically. From the given 
point Q draw QR parallel to 
the given line, and QS perpen- 
dicular. Then OK—x\ and 
OT will be =x' cos a. Again, 
since SQK = /3, and QK=y\ 

RT~ QS—y’ cos/3 ; • 

hence x cos a + y' cos/3 = OR. 

Subtract OP, the perpendicular from the origin, and 

x cos a 4 -y cos/3 —p = PR = the perpendicular Q K 

But if in the figure the point Q had been taken on the side 
of the line next the origin, OR would have been less than OP, 
and we should have obtained for the perpendicular the expression 
p — x cos a — y' cos /3 ; and we see that the perpendicular changes 
sign as we pass from one side of the line to the other. If we 
were only concerned with one perpendicular, we should only 
look to its absolute magnitude, and it would be unmeaning to 
prefix any sign. But if we were comparing the perpendiculars 
from two points, such as Q and $, it is evident (Art. 6) that the 
distances QV ] SV 9 being measured in opposite directions, must 
be taken with opposite signs. We may then at pleasure choose 
for the expression for the length of the perpendicular either 
±(y — x’ cos a - y cos/S). If we choose that form in which the 
absolute term is positive, this is equivalent to saying that the 
perpendiculars which fall on the side of the line next the origin 
are to be regarded as positive, and those on the other side as 
negative ; and vice versd if we choose the other form. 

If the equation of the line had been given in the form 
Ax + By + 0 = 0, we have only (Art. 24) to reduce it to the 
form 



x cos a 4 y cos 13—p = 0, 
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and the length of the perpendicular from any point xy 
_ Ax' 4 By 4- C {Ax 4- By 4 0) sin co 
~ Ti^+W) ’ ° r + B 1 - 2AB cos to) » 
according as the axes are rectangular or oblique. By comparing 
the expression for the perpendicular from xy’ with, that for the 
perpendicular from the origin, we see that xy ' lies on the same 
side of the line as the origin when Ax' 4- By' 4- 0 has the same 
sign as £7, and vice versd. 

The condition that any point x'y' should he on the right line 
Ax 4- By 4 C~ 0, is, of course, that the coordinates x'y' should 
satisfy the given equation, or 

Ax 4 By 4“ 67 = 0. 

And the present Article shows that this condition* is merely the 
algebraical statement of the fact, that the perpendicular from 
the point xy' on the given line is — 0. 

Ex. 1. Find the length of the perpendicular from the origin on the line 

3 a: + 4y + 20 = 0, 

the axes being rectangular. Ana. 4. 


Ex. 2. Find the length of the perpendicular from the point (2, 3) on 2x + y - 4 = 0. 

g 

Am. j- , and the given point is on the side remote from the origin. 


Ex. 3. Find the lengths of the perpendiculars from each vertex on the opposite 
side of the triangle (2, 1) ; (3, — 2), (-4, — 1). 

Ana. 2 4(2), 4(10)r 2 4(10), and the origin, is within the triangle. 

Ex. 4. Find the length of the perpendicular from (3, - 4) on 4x + 2y = 7, the 
angle between the axes being 60°. 

Am. | , and tbe point is on the side next the origin. 
Ex 5. Find the length of the perpendicular from the origin on 

a (x - a) + b (g — 6) = 0. # Am. 4(a 2 + # 2 ). 


35. To find the equation of a line bisecting the angle between 
two lines , x cos a 4- y sin a —p — OjX cos (3 4- y sin j3 —p = 0. 

We find the equation of this line most simply by expressing 
algebraically the property that the perpendiculars let fall from 
any point xy of the bisector on the two lines are equal. This 
immediately gives us the equation 

x cosa4 y sin a —p ~±{x cos ^3 4 -y sinyS— p'), 

since each side of this equation denotes the length of one of 
those perpendiculars (Art. 34). 
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If the equations had been given in the form Ax + By + G= 0, 
A'x -+ By + (7' = 0, the equation of a bisector would be 

Ax -f By + G _ A'x + B'y 4- G f 

~7W+B I ) ~ ± V [A"‘ + • 

It is evident from the double sign that there are two bisectors : 
one such that the perpendicular on what we agree to consider 
the positive side of one line is equal to the perpendicular on 
the negative side of the other; the other such that the equal 
perpendiculars are either both positive or both negative. 

If we choose that sign which will make the two constant 
terms of the same sign, it follows, from Art. 34, that we shall 
have the bisector of that angle in which the origin lies ; and if 
we give the constant terms opposite signs, we shall have the 
equation of the bisector of the supplemental angle. 

Ex. 1. Reduce the equations of the bisectors of the angles between two lines to 
the form x cos a + y sin a— p. 

Ans. x C03 {J (a + /3) + 90°} + y sin{£ (a + P) + 90°} = (f-ft )' 

* COS i (a + P) + y sin J (a + /3) = ^ . 

Ex. 2. Eind the equations of the bisectors of the angles between 
3# 4- 4y — 9 = 0, 12a; 4- hy — 3 = 0. 

Ans. 7x — §y + 34 = 0, 9x + 7y = 12. 

36. To find the area of the triangle formed by three points. 

If we multiply the length of the line joining two of the 
points, hy the perpendicular on that line from the third point, 
we shall have double tbe area. Now the length of the perpen- 
dicular from x^y a on the line joining the axes being 

rectangular, is (Arts. 29, 34) 

(?A - y.) x„ - fa - as,) + a?,y. - ay/, 

V {(&-&)* + (*,-*/} * 

and the denominator of this fraction is the length of the line 
joining x,y„ ay/ 2 , hence 

y \ fa - x ») + y. fa “ *,) + y, fa - »,) 

represents double the area formed by the three points. 

If the axes be oblique, it will be found, on repeating the 
investigation with the formulae for oblique axes, that the only 
change that will occur is that the expression just given is to be 
multiplied by sin co. Strictly speaking, we ought to prefix to 
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these expressions the double sign implicitly involved In the 
square root used in finding them. If we are concerned with 
a single area we look only to its absolute magnitude without 
regard to sign. But if, for example, we are comparing two 
triangles whose vertices x z y a , are on opposite sides of the 
line joining the base angles a? 1 y t7 x t p 2l we must give their areas 
different signs; and the quadrilateral space included by the four 
points is the sum instead of the difference of the two triangles. 

COR. 1. Double the area of the triangle formed by the lines 
joining the points x x y l} m 2 y 2 to the origin is y^ — y^ as appears 
by making x a ~ 0, y a = 0, in the preceding formula. 

COR. 2. The condition that three points should be on one 
right line, when interpreted geometrically, asserts that the area 
of the triangle formed by the three points becomes = 0 (Art. 30). 

37. To express the area of a polygon in terms of the co- 
ordinates of its angular points . 

Take any point xy within the polygon, and connect it with 
all the vertices x x y x , x 2 y 2 ...x n y n ; then evidently the area of the 
polygon is the sum of the areas of all the triangles into which 
the figure is thus divided. But by the last Article double these 
areas are respectively 

'*(y i -y*)-yte -n&n 

-yj-yfo -aO+atff, 

-* 4 )+*& 

x (y»-i -yJ-y Ov. - *») + 

-y,)-y(*. - »,) + - *,y„- 

When we add these together, the parts which multiply x and y 
vanish, as they evidently ought to do, since the value of the total 
area must be independent of the manner in which we divide it 
into triangles ; and we have for double the area 

(*,y, - - *^ # ) •+— (*. Ji - «*yj • 

This may be otherwise written, 

*, (y. - yJ + *. (y. - y.) + *. (y« - yj + • ■ (y» - y M )i 

or else 

y. (*. - + y. (*» - (*, - *0 +• • -y. - *»)• 
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Ex. 1. Find the area of the triangle (2, 1), (3, - 2), (~ 4, - 1). Am. 10. 

Ex. 2. Find the area of the triangle (2, 3), (4; - 5), ( — 3, - 6). Am. 29. 

Ex. 3. Find the area of the quadrilateral (1, 1), (2, 3), (3, 3), (4, 1). Am. 4. 


38. To find the condition that three right Imes shall meet in 
a point . 

Let their equations be 

Ax + By-\- G 7 =0, + C r = 0, A"x+ B”y + O' =■ 0. 

If they intersect, the coordinates of the intersection of two of 

them must satisfy the third equation. But the coordinates of 

. . , .. , , * BQ'-BC CA-C'A 

the intersection of the first two are -qjfZTAJ} ? * 


Substituting in the third, we get, for the required condition, 
A" (BO -B'C) + B”( GA! - C f A) + C" (. AB ' - A'B) = 0, 
which may be also written in either of the forms 
A(BC"-B'C) + B[C'A"~ C"A r ) + C[AB'-A"B) = 0, 
A (S' O' - B"C') + A! (B" C- BC") + A" (BO ~ B G ) « 0. 


#39. To find the area of the triangle formed hy the three lines 
Ax + By + C=0, A'z + B'y + 0 = 6, A"z + B'y+ O"«0. 

* By solving for a; and y from each pair of equations in turn 
we obtain the coordinates of the vertices, and substituting 
them in the formula of Art. 36 we obtain for the double area 
the expression 

BC’ - BC (AC ,f - OA" A"C- C f 'A) 

AB - BA \ B'A" - AB" BA - AB) 
BC’-B'G ' (A'C— G"A AC~GA) 

+ AB" - B'A' \B' r A-A'B BA - AB') 
B"C-BC" (AC -GA' _ AC"- C'A") 

+ A'B - B'A | BA - AB' B'A 7 - A'B' j * 

But if we reduce to a common denominator, and observe that 
the numerator of the fraction between the first brackets is 
{A" (. BO ' — BC) +A [B O n - B" O) + A (. B'O - C"B)} 

multiplied by A\ and that the numerators of the fractions 
between the second and third brackets are the same quantity 
multiplied respectively by A and A, we get for the double area 
the expression 


{A [B’C" - B"C) + A (B'O -BO") + A" ( BO ' - BO)}* 
[AB -BA) [AB" - BA') {A'B - B'A) 

BESEASCH institute I tte>Q 
EANGALGRE-80 Ho 1 ! 

St/L'llZ, 1 SAL- 
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If the three lines meet in a point, this expression for the 
area vanishes (Art. 38) ; if any two of them are parallel, it 
becomes infinite (Art. 25). 

40. Given the. equations of two right lilies , to find the equation 
of a third through their point of intersection . 

The method of solving this question, which will first occur 
to the reader, is to obtain the coordinates of the point of inter- 
section by Art 31, and then to substitute these values for xy' in 
the equation of Art. 28, -viz., y — y' = m(x — a?'). The question, 
however, admits of an easier solution by the help of the following 
important principle : If 8 = 0, S' = 0, be the equations of any two 
lociy then the locus represented by the equation 8 4- JcS' = 0 (where 
h is any constant) passes through every point common to ike two 
given loci. For it is plain that any coordinates which satisfy 
the equation #=0, and also satisfy the equation S' — 0, must 
likewise satisfy the equation 8 4- kS = 0. 

Thus, then, the equation 

(Ax + By + <7)4- 7c (A'x + By + G } ) » 0, 
which is obviously the equation of a right line, denotes one 
passing through the intersection of the right lines 
Ax + By + (7=0, A'x 4- By 4- O' = 0, 
for if the coordinates of the point common to them both be sub- 
stituted in the equation (Ax + By 4- G) 4- Tc (A'x 4- By 4- C 1 ) = 0, 
they will satisfy it, since they make each member of the 
equation separately = 0. 

Ex 1. To find the equation of the line joining to the origin the intersection of , 
Ax + By ■+* C “ 0, A'x + B'y ■+ C r — 0. 

Multiply the first by C', the second by C, and subtract, and the equation of the 
required line is (AC' — A'C) x-b (BC' — OB') y = 0 j for it passes through the origin 
(Art. 18), and by the present article it passes through the intersection of the given lines. 

Ex. 2. To find the equation of the line drawn through the intersection of the same 
lines, parallel to the axis of x. Am. (BA' — AB’) y 4- CA' — AC' = 0. 

Ex. 3. To find the equation, of the line joining the intersection of the same lines • 
to the point x'tf. Writing down by this article the general equation of a line through 
the intersection of the given lines, we determine h from the consideration that it must 
be satisfied by the coordinates x'y', and find for the required equation 

(Ax 4- By + C ) (A'x' + BY + O) = (Ax' + Bif + C ) (A'x + B'y + O'). 

Ex. 4. Rind the equation of the line joining the point (2, 3) to the intersection of 
2a? + 3# + 1 = 0, Sx - Ay = 5. 

Ans. 11 (2x + 3y 4- 1) 4- 14 3x — 4 y — 5). = 0 ; or 64a; — 23iy = 69. 
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41. The principle established in the last article gives us a 
test for three lines intersecting in the same point, often more 
convenient in practice than that given in Art 38. Three right 
lines will pass through the same point if their equations being 
multiplied each by any constant quantity , and added together , the 
sum is identically = 0 5 that is to say, if the following relation 
be true, no matter what x and y are : 

l (Ax + By +C)+m (A'x + B’y + O') + n (A"x + B"y + 0 '"} = 0. 

Tor then those values of the coordinates which make the first 
two members severally = 0 must also make the third = 0. 

Ex. 3. The three bisectors of the sides of a triangle meet in a point. Their 
equations are (Art. 29, Ex. 4) 

(y" + if” -y )*- (a" + -2 x')y + (xY - tfat ) 4- (a/"y' - f* ) = 0, 

W" + 2 / (*"' + * - w ) V + (x'Y' - tf”*’) + (*y ' - yV' ) = 0, 

W + f - Y”) *-(*' -fa/' - 2a:'") y + (x'y'" - */*•'" ) 4- (*"/" - if’*") = 0. 
And since the three equations when added together vanish identically, the lines 
represented by them meet in a point. Its coordinates are found, by solving between 
any two, to be $ (*' 4- x " 4- a/"), & (jf 4- y" 4- ?/"'). 

Ex. 2. Prove the same thing, taking for axes two sides of the triangle whose 
lengths aro a and b. 2* • _ = m , = „ • _ IT = 0 . 

a b 9 a b * a 0 

Ex. 3. The three perpendiculars of a triangle, and the three perpendiculars at 
middle points of sides resx>ectively meet in a point. Eor the equations of Ex. § 
and 6, Art. 32, when added together, vanish identically. 

Ex. 4. The three bisectors of the angles of a triangle meet in a point, For their 
equations are 

(sc cos a + y sin a— p ) - {x cos /3 4* y sin/3 -~p') = Q, 

{x cos/3 4- y sin/3 - p’) — {x cosy 4 -y siny — p”) = 0. 

(x cosy 4- y sin y — p") - (x cos a 4- y sin a -p ) = 0. 

-'42. To find the coordinates of ike intersection of the line 
joining the points x'y , x "y", with the right line Ax + By +(7=0. 

We give this example in order to illustrate a method (which 
we shall frequently have occasion to employ) of determining the 
point in which the line joining two given points is met by a 
given locus. We know (Art. 7) that the coordinates of any 
point on the line joining the given points must be of the form 
^ __ mod 1 + nxt __ my' + ny' m 
~~ m + n 7 ^ m-+n 7 

and we take as our unknown quantity ~ , the ratio, namely, in 
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which the line joining the points is cut by the given locus ; and 
we determine this unknown quantity from the condition, that 
the coordinates just written shall satisfy the equation of the 
locus. Thus, in the present example, we have 

+ + a=0 
m + n m 4 n 1 


hence 


m 

n 


Ax' 4 * By' - 1 - 0 
: ~ Ax" 4 By" TO 5 

and consequently the coordinates of the required point are 

_ (Ax' 4 By’ 4 G) x" - [Ax" 4 By" + 0) x’ 

[Ax' + By' 4 0) - (.4*" 4 J?y" 4 G 7 ) * 


a? = 


with a similar expression for y . This value for the ratio m : n 
might also have been deduced geometrically from the considera- 
tion that the ratio in which the line joining x'y\ x"y" is cut, is 
equal to the ratio of the perpendiculars from these points upon 
the given line ; but (Art. 34) these perpendiculars are 

Ax+By' + G Ax" 4 By" 4 G 

4JP) *J{A Z + B?) * 

The negative sign in the preceding value arises from the fact 
that, in the case of internal section to which the positive sign of 
m : n corresponds (Art. 7), the perpendiculars fall on opposite 
sides of the given line, and must, therefore, be understood as 
having different signs (Art. 34). 

If a right line cut the sides of a triangle BC 0 GA , AB y in 
the jpoints LMN y then 

BL.CM.AN 

lc:ma:nb ~ 1# * 


Let the coordinates of the vertices be x'y\ x"y'\ z w y”\ 'then 


BL __ Ax" 4 By" 4 C , 
LO~ Ax'" 4 By" AG 
CM Ax " r 4 By" ’+0 
MA~ Ax’ 4 By' 4 0 5 
AN__ Ax' 4 By 4 G 
JSTB “ Ax" 4 By" 4 0* 
and the truth of the theo- 
rem is manifest. 


M 
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*43. To find the ratio in which the line joining two points 
* cut ty Me line joining two other points 
The equation of this latter line is (Art. 29) 

(y 3 - y.) * - (* 3 - X x)y+ *jr 4 - *$% = °- 

Therefore, by the last article, 

m = _ (jh - yA °Hi ~ K - s) y, + 5^4 - m» . 

« (y 3 - yJ x 3 - ( x * - *4) y* + x jj* - ’ 

It is plain (by Art. 36) that this is the ratio of the two triangles 
whose vertices are x x y^ ay/ 3 , and as * 8 a ^ 80 
geometrically evident. 

If the lines connecting any assumed point with the vertices of 
a triangle meet the opposite sides BC , (L4, AB respectively , m 
P, P, F, then 

BD.CE.AF 
DC.EA.FB + 

Let the assumed point be and the vertices x$ l} xjj# 
theQ 

SD = x , (y 2 - yj + ^ (y 4 - y,) + ^ (y, - y,) 

DG x x (y 4 - y 3 ) + (y 3 - y.) + ^ (& - y 4 ) ’ 

Cg = (y a - y 4 ) 4- x, (y 4 - + a: 4 (y„ - y„) • 

EA x , (y 2 - y 4 ) + a;, (y 4 - y 4 ) + a: 4 (y, - y 2 ) ’ 

a;, (y 4 - yj 4 tc 4 (y, - y,) + a?, (y, - y 4 ) 

gg *, (y, - y«) + ®, (y. - yj + Cy. -y 3 ) ’ 

and the truth of the theorem is evident. 

44. To find the polar equation of a right line (see Art. 12). 
Suppose we take, as our fixed axis, OP the perpendicular on 
the given line, then let OR 
any radius vector drawn fr< 
the pole to the given line 

OJS = p, POP=0; 
but, plainly, 

OR cob0 = OP, 
hence the equation is 
p cos 6 — v. 


be 

Dm 
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If the fixed axis be OA making an angle a with the perpen- 
dicular, then E OA = 0 , and the equation is 
p cos (0 - a) ~p. 

This equation may also be obtained by transforming the 
equation w ith regard to rectangular coordinates, 

x cos a + y sin a =p. 

Rectangular coordinates are transformed to polar by writing 
for sc, p cos 0 , and for y, p sin 0 (see Art. 12) ; hence the equation 
becomes 

p (cos0 cosa + sin# sin a) =p; 
or, as we got before, p cos (i 9 — a) —p. 

An equation of the form 

p (A cos# -f R sin 0) = G 

can be (as in Art. 23) reduced to the form p cos ( 0 — a) =p, by 
dividing by V(A 2 4- B z ) ; we shall then have 

A . B G 

C08a “ V(-4“ + -B 2 ) * Sma " + 5 s ) » ■ P ~ V(^ 2 +-B 2 ) * 

Ex. I. Reduce to rectangular Coordinates the equation 
P = 2a sec . 

Ex. 2. Eind the polar coordinates of the intersection of the following lines, and 
also the angle between them : p cos ^0 — ^ = 2 a, p cos ^0 — = a . 

Am. p — 2a } 0 = angle = ^ . 

Ex. 3. Eind the polar equation of the line passing through the points whose 
polar coordinates are />', 0' : pf\ 0". 

Ana. pp” ein (6' - 0") + p"p sin (6" - 0) + pp' sin(0 - 0') = 0. 
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CHAPTER III. 

EXAMPLES ON THE EIGHT LINE. 

45. Having in the last chapter laid down principles by 
which we are able to express algebraically the position of any 
point or right line, we proceed to give some further examples 
of the application of this method to the solution of geometrical 
problems. The learner should diligently exercise himself in 
working out suck questions until he has acquired quickness 
>and readiness in the use of this method. In working such 

examples our equations may generally be much simplified by a 
judicious choice of axes of coordinates ; since, by choosing for 
axes two of the most remarkable lines, on the figure, several of 
our expressions will often be much shortened. On the other 
hand, it will sometimes happen that by choosing axes uncon- 
nected with the figure, the equations will gain in symmetry 
more than an equivalent for what they lose in simplicity. 
The reader may compare the two solutions of the same question, 
given Ex. 1 and 2, Art. 41, where, though the first solution 
is the longest, it has the advantage that the equation of one 
bisector being formed, those of the others can be written down 
without further calculation. 

Since expressions containing angles become more complicated 
by the use of oblique coordinates, it will be generally advisable 
to use rectangular axes in any question in which the considera-. 
tion of angles is involved. 

46. LocL — Analytical geometry adapts itself with peculiar 
readiness to the investigation of loci. We have only to find 
what relation the conditions of the question assign between the 
coordinates of the point whose locus we seek, and then the 
statement of this relation in algebraical language gives us at 
once the equation of the required locus. 
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Ex. t*. Given base and difference of squares of sides of a triangle, to find the 
locus of vertex. 

Let us take for axes the base and a perpendicular through its middle point. Let 
the half base = c } and let the coordinates of the vertex 
be x, y. Then 

* AC* = y 2 + (c + x) 2 * BC 2 + x) 2 } 

AC 2 -BO 2 - 4cx, 

and the equation of the locus is 4 cx — m 2 . The locus 
is therefore a line perpendicular to the base at a dis- 


tance from the middle point x = 


4 c ’ 


It is easy to see 



that the difference of squares of segments of base = difference of squares of sides. 
. Ex. 2. Eind locus of vertex, given base and cot A + m cot 3. 

It is evident, from the figure, that 


cot ri = 


cot H = - 


AR __ c + x 

"CR~~T ' y 

and the required equation is c -f x 4- m (c — x) ~yy, the equation of a right line. 

Ex. 3. Given base and sum of sides of a triangle, if the perpendicular be pro- 
duced beyond the vertex until its whole length is equal to one of the sides, to find 
the locus of the extremity of the perpendicular. 

Take the same axes, and let us inquire what relation exists between the coordi- 
nates of the point whose locus we are seeking. The x of this point plainly is MR, 
and the y is, by hypothesis, = AC; and if m be the given sum of sides, 

JBC ~m — y. 

Now (Euclid n. 13) BC 2 = AB 2 + AC 2 — 2AB . AR ; 

or (m — y) 2 = 4c 2 + y 2 — 4c (c + a?). 

Reducing this equation we get 

2 my — 4 cx = m 2 f 

the equation of a right lino. 


Ex. 4. Given two fixed lines, OA and OB , if any line 
them parallel to a third fixed line 00 . , to find the locus 
is cut in a given ratio j viz. PA — nAB. 

Let us take the lines OA, OC for axes, and let the 
equation of OB be y ~ mx. Then since the point B lies 
on the latter line, its ordinate is m times its abscissa ; or 
AB = mOA. Therefore PA = mnOA ; but PA and OA 
are the coordinates of the point P, whose locus is there- 
fore a right line through the origin, having for its equation 
y = r/mx. 


AB be drawn to intersect 
of the point P where AB 



* This is a particular case of Art. 4, and c + x is the algebraic difference of the 
abscissa* of the points A and C (see remarks at top of p. 4). Beginners often reason 
that since the line AR consists of the parts AM = — c, and MR = x, its length is 
— c + x, and not o + x, and therefore that AO 2 ~ ip +■ (x — c) 2 . It is to be observed 
that the sign given to a line depends not on the side of the origin on which it lies, 
but on the direction in which it is measured. We go from A to R by proceeding 
in the positive direction AM = c, and still further in the same direction MR = x 7 
therefore the length AR-c^-x; but we may proceed from R to B by first going 
in the nogative direction RM = — x, and then in the opposite direction MB = c, 
hence the length RB is e — x» 
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Ex. 5. PA drawn parallel to OC, as before, meets any number of fixed lines in 
points B, B r , B", &c., and PA is taken proportional to the sum of all the ordinates 
BA, B f A, &c., find the locus of P. 

An$. If the equations of the lines be 

y — mx, y = m/x 4- n'> y ~ m"x + n", &c, t 
the equation of the locus is 

Jcy — mx 4- [m r x 4- n') 4- (m”x + n”) 4- &c. 

Ex. 6. Given bases and sum of areas of any number of triangles having a common 
vertex, to find its locus. 

Let the equations of the bases be 

x cosa 4- y sina — p - 0, x cos/? 4- y sinft — Pi = 0, 

and their lengths, a, b, c, <fec. ; and let the given sum = m 2 ; then, since (Art. 34) 
x cos a -f y sin a —p denotes the perpendicular from the point xy on the first line, 
a {x cos a 4- y sin a — p) will be double the area of the first triangle, &c., and the 
equation of the locus will be 

a^cosa+ysma-^q-^Or cos/?4-ysin/3 — -he (x cosy + y siny =2 m?, 

which, since it contains x and y only in the first degree, will represent a right line. 


Ex. 7. Given vertical angle and sum of sides of a triangle, find the locus of the 
point where the base is cut in a given ratio. L 

The sides of the triangle are taken for axes, 
and the ratio PK : PL is given -n :m. Then 
by similar triangles, 

OK = (m ■ + ?>,* , OL = , 

m n 1 

and the locus is a right line whose equation is ~ 4- - = — - — . 

fit n m + n 



Ex. 8. Eind the locus of P , if when perpendiculars PAT, PN are let fall on two 
fixed lines, OM 4- ON is given. 



these satisfy the equation of the given line, the coordinates of P satisfy the equation 
y + x cobco = m (x 4- y cosw) 4- 2w. 

Ex. 11. P moves along a given line y = mx + n, find the locus of the middle point 
of MN. If the coordinates of P be a, ft, and those of the middle point x, y, it has 
just been proved that 2x = a 4- /? cos co, 2y = ft + a cos to. Whence solving for a, ft, 
a sin 2 co = 2x — 2y cos to, ft sin 2 a> — 2y~2x cob to. 

But a, ft are connected by the relation ft = ma + n, hence 

2y — 2x coBto ~m (2x — 2y cos u>) +n sin 2 «w. 
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47. It is customary to denote by x and y tlie coordinates of 
a variable point which describes a locus, and the coordinates of 
fixed points by accented letters. Accordingly in tie preceding 
examples we have from the first denoted by x and y the 
coordinates of the point whose locus we seek. But frequently in 
finding a locus it is necessary to form the equations of lines 
connected with the figure; and there is danger of confusion 
between the x and y , which are the running coordinates of a 
point on one of these lines, and the x and y of the point whose 
locus we seek. In such cases it is convenient at first to denote 
the coordinates of the latter point by other letters such ap a, /3, 
until we have succeeded in obtaining a relation connecting these 
coordinates. Having thus found the equation of the locus, we 
may if we please replace a, /3 by x and y, so as to write the 
equation in the ordinary form in which the letters x and y are 
used to denote the coordinates of the point which describes 
the locus. 


Ex. 1. Pind the locus of the vertex of a triangle, given, the base CD, and the 
ratio AM : NB of the parts into which the sides 
divide a fixed line AB parallel to the base. Take 
AB and a perpendicular to it through A for axes, 
and it is necessary to express AM, NB in terms 
of the coordinates of P. Let these coordi- 
nates be afi, and let the coordinates of C, D be 
a/ y r , x'y, the y f of both being the same since CD 
is parallel to AB. Then the equation of PC joining 
the points a/5, x r y' is (Art. 29) 

(fi - y’) x ~ (a- a/) y = fix' - at/. 



This equation being satisfied by the x and y of every point on the line PC is satisfied 
by the point M % whose y ~ 0 and whose x = AM. Making then y = 0 in this 
equation we get 


AM — 


fix' - ay' 

P~/ * 


In like manner, AN — — ; 

fi-u v . 

and if AB = c t the relation AM — hBK gives 

ftp' ~ — ir ( /. fi x " - 

fi-/ ~ k \ C ~ fi-y' )• 

We have now expressed the conditions of the problem in terms of the coordinates of 
the point P ; and now that there is no further danger of confusion, we may replace 
a j fit x t Vi when the equation of the locus, cleared of fractions, becomes 
yxf — x/ =r h {c {y - /) . — (yx f — x/)}. 


Ex. 2. Two vertices of a triangle ABC move on fixed right lines LM, LN , and 
the three sides pass through three fixed points 0, P, Q which lie on a right line 
find the locus of the third vertex. 


G 
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Take for axis of x the right line OP, containing the three fixed points, and for 


axis of y the line OL joining the inter- 
section of the two fixed lines to the point 
0 through which the base passes. Let the 
coordinates of C be a, (3, and let 
OL=b, OK- a, ON— a’, OP-c, OQ-c \ 
Then obviously the equations of LM , LN 
are 

5+f=i«a^+? = t. 

a b a b 

The equation of CP through afi and 
P (y = 0, x — c) is 



(a — c) y - fix + (3c = 0. 
The coordinates of A, the intersection of this line with 


=+f=i, 

a b 1 

ab (a — c) + acfi b (a — c) (3 

are X, ~ b{a-c) + ajf > - h ~ b (a -c) + afi’ 

The coordinates of B are found by simply accentuating the letters in the preceding : 
a'b (a — o') + a'c'fi b (a' — c') (3 

**- b(a-<r> + a’p ’ ’ M ~b(a- c') + a’p ’ 

Now the condition that two points x$ x , x$ 2 shall lie on a right line passing through 

the origin is (Art. 30) ~ = — . 

Applying this condition we have 

b (a -c)fi _ b (of -(f) (3, 
ab (a — c) 4- acf 3 ~~ a'b (a — c') 4- a'c’(3 * 

We have now derived from the conditions of the problem a relation which must be 
satisfied by a(3 the coordinates of C ; and if we replace a, (3 by x, y we have the 
equation of the locus written in its ordinary form. Clearing of fractions, we have 
(a — c) [a'b [x — o') 4- a'c’y] = ( a f — o') [ab (x — c) 4- aoy], 


(< ac ’ — a'c) x 


. 4 . 2-1 
\ + b~ 1 ’ 


cc ' ( a — a') — aa' (c — o') 
the equation of a right line through the point L, 

Ex. 3. If in the last example the points P, Q lie on a right line passing not 
through 0 but through L, find the locus of vertex. 

We shall first solve the general problem in which the points P, <2 have any 
position. We take the fixed lines LM, LN for axes. Let the coordinates of 
P, Q, 0, C be respectively x'y ', x"y", a/"y'" f aft) and the condition which we 
want to express is that if we join CP, CQ, and then join the points A, B, in which 
these lines meet the axes, the line AB shall pass through 0 . The equation of CP 
is (j3 — y) x — (a — x') y — (3x' — ay'. 

And the intercept which it makes on the axis of a is 

fix' — a/ 

: 

In like manner the intercept which CQ makes on the axis of y Is 


LA - 


The equation of AB is 


v(fi-y') , y (<* - x") 


LA + LB — > 0r fix’ - aj/ + ~ay" - fix” ~ ** 
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And the condition of the problem is that this equation shall he satisfied by the 
coordinates x’"y In order then that the point C may fulfil the conditions of the 
problem, its coordinates a /3 must be connected by the relation 

W-y' ) , sT («-*" ) t 

@x' — ay ' ay" — fix" 

When this equation is cleared of fractions, it in general involves the coordinates 
a /3 in the second degree. But suppose that the points x'y' } x"y" lie on the same 
line passing through the origin y = mx, so that we have y' = mx, y" = mx", the 
equation may be written 

, y’ " («-*") 
x' (fi — am) <r x " (am — / 3 ) 

Clearing of fractions and replacing a, /3 by x and y, the locns is a right line, viz. 
otf"x" {y-y')~ y"V (x - x") = x'x" (mx - y). 

48. It is often convenient, instead of expressing the condi- 
tions of the problem directly in terms of the coordinates of the 
point whose locus we are seeking, to express them in the first 
instance in terms of some other lines of the figure; we must 
then obtain as many relations as are necessary in order to 
eliminate the indeterminate quantities thus introduced, so as to 
have remaining a relation between the coordinates of the point 
whose locus is sought. The following Examples will sufficiently 
illustrate this method. 


: 1 and- + j = 1. 


Ex. 1 . To find the locus of the middle points of rectangles inscribed in a given 
triangle. 

Let us take for axes CJt and AB ; let CR = p, RB = s , AR = s'. The equations 
of AC and BC are 

V 

V s' p 

Now if we draw any line FS parallel to the base 
at a distance FK = h, we can find the abscissae of 
the points F and S, in which the lino FS meets 
AC and BC, by substituting in the equations of 
AC and BC the value y = k, Thus we get from 
the first equation 

1c %• 

- ~ = 1 ; 3 or RK = - s' 

and from the second equation 

k X f Ir\ 

-+-= 1; , (i-j). 

Having the abscissae of F and S, we have (by Art. 7 ) the abscissa of the middle 
s — s ' 

2 

point of the rectangle. But its ordinate is y~\k. Now we want to find a relation 
which will subsist between this ordinate and abscissa whatever k be. We have 
only then to eliminate k between these equations, by substituting in the first the 
value of k (= 2 y), derived from the second, when we have 



° 7 — - •**■*■*• i/ide nusoisaa or rnc middle 

point of FS, viz, x = — g— . . This is evidently the abscissa of the middle 


2 x~(s — s' 
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2x 2y „ 

or - — + — = l. 

s — s p 

This is the equation of the locus which we seek. It obviously represents a right line, 
and if we examine the intercepts which it cuts off on the axes, we shall find it to be the 
line joining the middle point of the perpendicular CR to the middle point of the base. 


Ex. 2. A line is drawn parallel to the base of a triangle, and the points where it 
meets the sides joined to any two fixed points on the base ; to find the locus of the 
point of intersection of the joining lines. 

We shall preserve the same axes, <fcc., as in Ex. 1, and let the coordinates of the 
fixed points Tand V, on the base, be for T (m, 0), and for V (n, 0). 

The equation of FT will be found to be 

^1 — + mj- y + Tex — 7cm = 0, 

and that of SV to be 


js ^1 — y — kx + Ten = 0. 

Now since the point whose locus we are seeking lies on both the lines FT, SV, each 
of the equations just written expresses a relation which must be satisfied by its co- 
ordinates. Still, since these equations involve 7c , they express relations which are only 
true for that particular point of the locus which corresponds to the case where the 
parallel FS is drawn at a height Jc above the base. If, however, between the equations 
we eliminate the indeterminate h, we shall obtain a relation involving only the 
coordinates and known quantities, and which, since it must be satisfied whatever be 
the position of the parallel FS, will be the required equation of the locus. 

In order, then, to eliminate 7c between the equations, put them into the form 

FT (s' + m)y- 7c (^y-x + mj-0, 

and SV (* — n) y — 7c(^y + x~~ nj ~ 0 j 

and eliminating h we get for the equation of the locus 


(* - ») - x + m ) = (*' + m) y +»-») '• 

But this is the equation of a right line, since x and y are only in the first degree. 

Ex. 3. A line is drawn parallel to the base of a triangle, and its extremities 
joined transversely to those of the base ; to find the locus of the point of intersection 
of the joining lines. 

This is a particular case of the foregoing, hut admits of a simple solution by 
choosing for axes the sides of the triangle AC and CB . Let the lengths of those 
lines be a, b , and let the lengths of the proportional intercepts made by the parallel 
be fia, fib . Then the equations of the transversals will be 

? + X =ljmd iL + » = 1 . 

a fib fiab 


Subtract one from the other, divide by the constant 1 — - , and we get for the 
equation of the locus 

a b~"' 

which we have elsewhere found (see p. 34) to be the equation of the bisector of the 
base of the triangle. 

Ex. 4. Given two fixed points A and B, one on each of the axes, if A' and B' be 
taken on the axes so that OA! -f OB’ = OA -f OB ; find the locus of the intersection 
of JB', A'B. 
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Let OA = a, OB = <5, 0A' ~ a + Zr, then, from the conditions of the problem, 
OB' ~b — k. The equations of AB', A!B are respectively 

5 + y =1 • +| =1> 

a 6 — A ; a + Z; o 1 
or lx + ay — ab + k (a — x) — 0, 

lx 4- ay — ah -f k (y — b) = 0. 

Subtracting, we eliminate k, and find for the equation of the locus 

x 4- y = a •+• l. 

Ex. 5. If on the base of a triangle we take any portion AT, and on the other side 
of the base another portion BS, in a fixed ratio to AT and draw JET and FS parallel 
to a fixed line CR) to find the locus of 0 , the point of intersection of BB and FA. 

Take AB and CR for axes ; let A T = k, BR — s , q 

AR = s ', CR ~p, let the fixed ratio be m, then 
BS will = mk ; the coordinates of S will be ( s - mk } 0) , / 

and of T {- (/ - k), 0}. E / V 

The ordinates of E and F will be found by sub- A \ \ 

8titnting these values of as in the equations of AC / \ \ \ [js. 

and BC. We get for A T R. S R 

JE, y= P ~, 


and for F, x = s — mk, y = . 

Now form the equations of the transverse lines, and the equation of BB is 
(8 + s' - k) y + P ~ =z 0, 

and the equation of A I 51 is 

. . rrvpk mpks' n 

(«*? -f s ~ mk) y - — x — ss 0. 

To eliminate k, subtract one equation from the other, and the result, divided 
by kj will be 


which is the equation of a right line. 

Ex. 6. PF and QQ! are any two parallels to the sides of a parallelogram ; to 
find the locus of the intersection of the lines PQ and P'Q,'. 

Let ns take two of the sides for our axes, and let the lengths of the sides be a 
and b, and let A Q! = m, AP — n. Then the equa- ^ 

tion of PCI, joining P (0, n) to Q (m, b) is j r= — 

{b —n) x — my 4- mn — 0, II / 

and the equation of P'Q! joining P' (a, ri) to / / / 

Q'(m,°)i 8 n / j 

nx - (a - m) y — run =z 0. * f f~~~ YP 

There being two indeterminates m and n, we Z L / 

should at first suppose that it would not be pos- A Q B 

sible to eliminate them from two equations. However, if we add the above equations, 
it will be found that both vanish together, and we get for our locus 

bx — ay = 0 , 

the equation of the diagonal of the parallelogram. 

Ex. 7. Given a point and two fixed lines ; draw any two lines through the fixed 
point, and join transversely the points where they meet the fixed lines j to find the 
locus of intersection of the transverse lines. 
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Take the fixed lines for axes, and let the equations of the lines through the fixed 
point be 

= +* = i,«a^+^ = 1 . 

m n 7 m n 

The conditions that these lines should pass through the fixed point x’y’ give us 

* y’ x* y f 

— = 1, and -7 + ^ = 1: 
n 7 m! n’ * 

or, subtracting, 

Now the equations of the tranverse lines clearly are 

— + ly = 1, and—, + — = 1; 
m n 7 m n 1 

or, subtracting, 

\m m / n. / 

Now from this and the equation just found we can eliminate 

(I _ A\ and (A - i) 

\m mj \n nj 1 
and we have x’y 4- tfx = 0, 

the equation of a right line through the origin. 


Ex. 8. At any point of the base of a triangle is drawn a line of given length, 
parallel to a given one, and so as to be cut in a given ratio by the base; find the 
locus of the intersection of the lines joining its extremities to those of the base. 


49. The fundamental idea of Analytic Geometry is that 
every geometrical condition to he fulfilled by a point leads to 
an equation which must be satisfied by its coordinates. It 
is important that the beginner should quickly make himself 
expert in applying this idea, so as to be able to express by an 
equation any given geometrical condition. We add, therefore, 
for his further exercise, some examples of loci which lead to 
equations of degrees higher than the first. The interpretation 
of such equations will be the subject of future chapters, but 
the method of arriving at the equations, which is all with which 
we are here concerned, is precisely the same as when the locus 
is a right line. In fact, until the problem has been solved, we 
do not know what will be the degree of the resulting equation. 
The examples that follow are purposely chosen so as to admit 
of treatment similar to that pursued in former examples, 
according to the order of which they are arranged. In each of 
the answers given it is supposed that the same axes are chosen, 
and that the letters have the same meaning as in the corre- 
sponding previous example. 
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Ex. 1. Eind the locus of vertex of a triangle, given base and sum of squares 
of sides. Am. x 1 4- y 1 = fyri 1 — c 2 . 

Ex. 2. Given base and m squares of one side + n squares of the other. 

Ans. (ni ± n) (a? 2 4- y 2 ) + 2 (m + n) cx+ (m± n) c 2 
Ex. 3. Given base and ratio of sides. 


Ex. 4. Given base and product of tangents of base angles. 

In this and the Examples next following, the learner will use the values of the 
tangents of the base angles given Ex. 2, Art. 46. Ans. y 2 -j- m 2 x 2 = mV. 

Ex. 5. Given base and vertical angle or, in other words, base and sum of base 
angles. Ans. x 2 + y 2 — 2cy cot (7 = c 2 . 

Ex. 6. Given base and difference of base angles. Ans. x 2 — y 2 + 2 xy cot D = c 2 . 

Ex. 7. Given base, and that one base angle is double the other. 

Ans. Zx 1 — y 2 4- 2 cx — c 2 . 

Ex. 8. Given base, and tan C — m tan B. Ans. m {x 2 Ay 2 — c 2 ) —2c(c — x). 


Ex. 9. PA is drawn parallel to OC, as in Ex. 4, p. 39, meeting two fixed lines in 
points B, B' j and PA 2 is taken = PB . PB’, find the locus of P. 

• Ans. mx {m’x ■+ n' ) — y (mx 4- m’x + n’). 

Ex. 10. PA is taken the harmonic mean between AB and AB’. 

Ans. 2 mx (m’x 4 ■ n')—y (mx 4- m'x 4- n’). 
Ex. 11. Given vertical angle of a triangle, find the locus of the point where the 
base is cut in a given ratio, if the area also is given. Ans. xy = constant. 


Ex. 12. If the base is given. 


Ans. 


x 2 y 2 2xy cos u 


b 2 


Ex. 18. If the base pass through a fixed point. 


. mx ny 
Am. — - 4- -sL = 
a y 


(m 4- n )* * 
/ 

4- n . 


Ex. 14. Find the locus of P [Ex. 8, p. 40] if MN is constant. 

Ans. x 2 4- y 2 4- 2 xy cosw = constant. 

Ex. 15. If MN pass through a fixed point. x' j if 


Ans. f- 

x 4- y cos w y+x cos co 


= 1 . 


Ex. 16. If MN pass through a fixed point, find the locus of the intersection of 
parallels to the axes through M and N. Am , 


N=u 


Ex. 17. Find the locus of P [Ex. 1, p. 41] if the line CD be not parallel to AB. 

Ex. 18. Given base CD of a triangle, find the locus of vertex, if the intercept AB 
on a given line is constant. 

Am. (x'y - y'x) (y - y") - (x’y ~ y"x) (y - *f) = c (y - y') {y -~y"). 


50. Problems where it is required to prove that a moveable 
right line passes through a fixed point . 

We have seen (Art. 40) that the line 

Ax-r By + C+k (A'x -f By + (7') = Oj 

or, what is the same thing, 

{A + kA’)x+{B+kB’)y+C + kC f ~0, 
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where Tc is indeterminate, always passes through a fixed point, 
namely, the intersection of the lines 

Ax + By + G = 0, and A’x + B'y + (7' = 0. 

Hence, if the equation of a right line contain an indeterminate 
quantity in the first degree , the right line will always pass through 
a fixed point 

Ex. 1. Given vertical angle of a triangle and the sum of the reciprocals of the 
sides, the base will always pass through a fixed point. 

Take the sides for axes ; the equation of the base is j + 1 = 1, and we are given 
the condition 

111 111 
a 0 m b m a 1 

therefore, equation of base is 

a m a 1 

where m is constant and a indeterminate, that is 

- (*-y) + --i = o, 

a v * // m 1 

where - is indeterminate. Hence the base must always pass through the intersection 
of the two lines x — y — 0, and y = m. 

Ex. 2. Given three fixed lines OA, OB, OC, meeting in a point, if the three vertices 
of a triangle move one on each of these lines, and two sides of the triangle pass through 
fixed points, to prove that the remaining side passes through a fixed point. 

Take for axes the fixed lines OA, OB on which the base angles move, then the 
line OC on which the vertex moves will have 
an equation of the form y = mx, and let the 
fixed points be xfy f t ac"y". Now, in any position 
of the vertex, let its coordinates be x~ a, and 
consequently y = ma; then the equation of A C is 

(a/ ~-a)y — — rad) x + a (y r ~ mx ’ ) = 0. 

Similarly, the equation of BC is 
(a?" ~ a) y — {y” — raa ) x + a (y" — mx") = 0. 

Now the length of the intercept OA is found by making x = 0 in equation AC, or 
- __ a W — mx) 
y x'~ a ’ 

Similarly, OB is found by making y — 0 in BC, or 



a iy" — mx") 

x — ,, „ 

y — ma 

Hence, from these intercepts, equation of AB is 

-ma at -a 
X y " - mx" V y' ~ mx' ~ a ' 


But since a is indeterminate, and only in the first degree, this line always passes through 
a fixed point. The particular point is found by arranging the equation in the form 


? y - a t^'-p^b +1 )= 0 ' 


EXAMPLES ON THE EIGHT LINE, 


49 


Hence the line passes through the intersection of the two lines 


and 


y” x _ 

x f n 

y" ~ mx" 

y — mx' ~ * 

mx 

y _l 1 — 0 

y" - mx" y‘ 

— mx 


Ex. 3. If in the last example the line on which the vertex C moves do not pass 
through 0, to determine whether in any case the base will pass through a fixed point. 

We retain the same axes and notation as before, with the only difference that the 
equation of the line on which C moves will be y — mx + n, and the coordinates of the 
vertex in any position will be a , and ma + n. Then the equation of AC ia 


(xl — a) y — (t/ — ma — n) x 4- a (y' — mx') — nx' — 0. 

The equation of BC is 

(pc* ~ a) y — (y" — ma — n) x + a (y" — mx") — nx " = 0, 

OA = _ a 0 / ~ mx ') - nx [ . Qg _ a W — mx ”) - nx ” 
x f — a } y" — ma ~ n 

The equation of AB is therefore 

y" — ma — n x f —a ^ 

a (y" — mx") — nx" ^ a (y r — mx') — nx' ~ 

Now when this is cleared of fractions, it will in general contain a in the second degree, 
and therefore the base will in general not pass through a fixed point ; if, however , 
the points x'f, x"y" lie in a right line (y = kx) passing through 0, we may substitute 
in the denominators y" = Tex ", and y' = kx', and the equation becomes 


y" — ma — n x r — a , r . 

1 * — ^ y -p— =«(*-■»)-*», 


which contains a in the first degree only, and therefore denotes a right line passing 
through a fixed point. 


Ex. 4. If a line he such that the sum of the perpendiculars let fall on it from 
a number of fixed points, each multiplied by a constant, may = 0, it will pass through 
a fixed point. 

Let the equation of the line be 

x cos a + y sin a —p = 0, 
then the perpendicular on it from odf is 

s? cos a + f sin a - p, 
and the conditions of the problem give us 
m f ( x f cos a 4- y sin a --p) 4 m" (x" cos a 4 y" sin a — p) 

4 m rn (x'" cos a 4 y m sin a —jp) 4 Ac. = 0. 
Or, using the abbreviations X (mx') for the sum* of the mx, that is, 
m'x' + m"x" 4 m'"x'" 4 Ac., 
and in like manner £ (my) for 

m'y' 4 m"y" 4 m n ’y"' -{- Ac. y 
and X (m) for the sum of the m 1 s or 

m' 4 m" 4 m'" 4 Ac., 


* By sum we mean the algebraic sum, for any of the quantities m', m", Ac. may 
be negative. 


TT 
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we may write the preceding equation 

£ (mx') cos a 4- £ (»?.?/) sin a — pZ (mi) “ 0. 

Substituting in the original equation the value of p hence obtained, we got for the 
equation of the moveable line 

sc£ (m) cos a 4- yZ (m) sin a — £ (jinx') cos a — £ (my') sin cr = 0, 
or a;£ (m) — £ (mx') 4- {y£ (w) — £ («//')} tan a = 0. 

Now as this equation involves the indeterminate tan a in the first degree, the line 
passes through the fixed point determined by the equations 

xL (m) — £ ( mx ') - 0, and y£ (in) — £ [my') = 0, 
or, writing at full length, 

__ nix' -f wriV' 4* m V 4 - (fee. __ m'/ 4- 4- m"'y”' «f <fec. 

37 ~ m' 4- m" 4- m r " + <fcc. * ^ ~~ iri 4- m" 4 w'" 4- <fec. 

This point has sometimes been allied the centre of mean position of the given points, 

51. If the equation of any line involve the coordinates of 
a certain point xy in the first degree, thus, 

(Ax’ + By’ +C)x 4 {AW 4 By h- C) y 4 (A"x f 4 //y 4 C") = 0 ; 

then if the point x'y move along a right line, the line whose 
equation has just been written will always pass through a fixed 
point. For, suppose the point always to Ho on the line 

Lx -f- My 4-^=0, 

then if, by the help of this relation, we eliminate x f from the 
given equation, the indeterminate y' will remain in it of the first 
degree, therefore the line will pass through a fixed point. 

Or, again, if the coefficients in the equation Ax 4 By 4 £?«0 
le connected by the relation a A 4 bB 4 c O = 0 (where a, b 7 c are 
constant and A 7 B y C may vary) 7 the line represented by this equa- 
tion will always pass through a fixed point , 

For by the help of the given relation we can eliminate (7, 
and write the equation 

(cx -~a)A + (cy-b)Bz=0 7 

a right line passing through the point = y = ^ . 

52. Polar Coordinates . — It is, in general, convenient to xm 
this method, if the question be to find the locus of the extremities 
of lines drawn through a fixed point according to any given law* 

Ex. 1. A and B are two fixed points ; draw through B any line, and let fall on 
a perpendicular from A, AP j produce AP so that the rectangle AP mMf b@ 
constant j to find the locus of the point Q. 
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Talce A for the pole, and AB for the fixed axis, then AQ is our radius vector, 
designated by p, and the angle QAB = d, and our object 
is to find the relation existing between p and 0. Let us 
call the constant length AB = c, and from the right-angled 
triangle-dP-B we have AP=c cos 0, but AP .AQ, = const. = A 2 : 
therefore 


pc cos 0 


_ K 

z k \ or p cos 0 = — ; 


but we have seen (Art. 44) that this is the equation of a right 

A* 

line perpendicular to AB, and flit a distflnce from A. — 



Ex. 2. Given the angles of a triangle ; one vertex A is fixed, another B movei 


along a fixed right line : to find the locus of the third. 

Take the fixed vertex A for pole, and AP perpendicular 
to the fixed line for axis, then AC - p, CAP = 0. Now 
since the angles of ABC are given, AB is in a fixed ratio 
to AC (= mAC) and BAP = 0 - a ; but AP = AB cos BAB ; 
therefore, if we call AP, a, we have 

mp cos (d- a) — a, 

which (Art. 44) is the equation of a right line, making 
an angle a with the given line, and at a distance from 



B 

P 



Ex. 3. Given base and sum of sides of a triangle, if at either extremity of the 
base B a perpendicular be erected to the conterminous side BC; to find the locus 
of P the point where it meets CP the external bisector of vertical angle. 

Let ns take the point B for our pole, then BP will be our radius vector p ; and 
let us take the base produced for our fixed axis, then 
BSD = 0, and our object is to express p in terms of 0. 

Let us designate the sides and opposite angles of the 
triangle «, b, c, A , B, C, then it is easy to see that 
the angle BOB = 90° - \C, and from the triangle 
BOB that a — p tan Hence it is evident that if 
we could express a and tan in terms of 0, we cou^ 
express p in terms of 0. Now from the triangle ABC we have 

b 2 = a 2 4- c 2 — 2 oo cos B t 

bnt if the given sum of sides be m, we may substitute for b, m — a; and cos B plainly 
= s in0,* hence 

m* — 2 am + a? ~ a 2 + c 2 — 2 ac sin 0, 
m 2 — c 2 

a “ 2 (m — c sin 0) * 

Thus we have expressed a in terms of 0 and constants, and it only remains to find 
an expression for tan $ C. 

■*T A ^ b sin c 

Now ^ C =hTT^C)’ 

but b sin C—c sin B — c cos 0, and b cos C— a ~ c cos B = a — o sin0j 

c cos 0 

Tth — C bill 0 



hence 


tan|6 T = 
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We are now able to express p in terms of 0, for, substitute in the equation 
a = p tan £ < 7 , the values -we have found for a and tan %C, and we get 
m 2 — c 1 _ pc cos 0 m 2 — c 2 

2 (in - c sin 0 ) ~~ (m — c sin 0) * 01 P 003 ~ 2c 
•*Hence the locus is a line perpendicular to the base of the triangle at a distance 

- j-, m 2 — c 2 

from B = — - — . . 

2c 

The student may exercise himself with the corresponding locus, if CP had bean 
the internal bisector, and if the difference of sides had been given. 


Ex. 4. Given n fixed right lines and a fixed point 0 ; if through this point any 
radius vector be drawn meeting the right lines in the points r lf r 2 , r 3 ...r n , and on 

this a point R be taken such that — 7 ^— + 7 ?- + 77 - 4-... yr - , to find the 

OR Or x 0r 2 Or z Orff 

locus of R. 

Let the equations of the right lines be 

p cos (0 — a) = p 1 ; p cos (0 - (3) = Pi, &c. 

Then it is easy to see that the equation of the locus is 

n cos (0 — a) cos (0-/3) 

_ — 1 j- &c. 

P Pi Vi 

the equation of a right line (Art. 44). This theorem is only a particular case of 
a general one, which we shall prove afterwards. 

We add, as in Art. 49, a few examples leading to equations of higher degree. 


Ex. 5. BP is a fixed line whose equation is p cos 0 = m, and on each radius vector 
is taken a constant length PQ ; to find the locus of Cl [see fig., Ex. 1 ], 

7H 771 

AP is by hypothesis = — ; therefore A Q = p = ^ + d, which, transformed 

to rectangular coordinates, is ( x — mf (x 2 + y 2 ) = dAx 2 . 


Ex. 6 . Find the locus of Q, if P describe any locus whose polar equation is given, 
p = <p ( 0 ). We are by hypothesis given AP in terms of 0, but AP is the p of the 
locus — d ; we have therefore only to substitute in the given equation p — d for p. 

Ans, p d ~ <p (0)* 


Ex. 7. If A Q be produced so that AQ may be double AP, then AP is half the 
p of the locus, and we must substitute half p for pin the given, equation. 


Ex. 8 . If the angle PAB were bisected, and on the bisector a portion AP' be 
taken so that AP' 2 — mAP, find the locus of P' when P describes the right lin© 

c cos 0 — 771. PAB is now twice the 0 of the locus, and therefore AP = 
the equation of the locus is p 2 cos 20 = m? t 
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^CHAPTER IV. 


APPLICATION OF ABRIDGED NOTATION TO THE EQUATION OF 
THE RIGHT LINE. 

53. We have seen (Art. 40) that the line 

[x cos a + y sin a - jp) — Tc (x cos ft 4- y sin ft — p') = 0 
denotes a line passing through the intersection of the lines 
x cos a 4- y sin a — p = 0, x cos ft + y sin ft —p 

We shall often find it convenient to use abbreviations for 
these quantities. Let us call 

x cos a 4- y sin a - p, a ; x cos ft -f y sin ft — £>', /3. 

Then the theorem just stated may be more briefly expressed ; the 
equation OL — Jcft — O denotes a line passing through the intersec- 
tion of the two lines denoted by a = 0, /3 = 0. We shall for 
brevity call these the line3 a, ft, and their point of intersection 
the point aft. We shall, too, have occasion often to use abbre- 
viations for the equations of lines in the form Ax ~t~By + (7=0. 
We shall in these cases make use of Roman letters, reserving 
the letters of the Greek alphabet to intimate that the equation 
is in the form 

x cos a + y sin a ~ = 0. 


54. We proceed to examine the meaning of the coefficient 1c 
in the equation a - left = 0. We saw (Art. 84) 
that the quantity a (that is, x cos a + y sin a — .jp) 
denotes the length of the perpendicular PA let fall 
from any point xy on the line OA (which we 
suppose represented by a). Similarly, that ft is the 
length of the perpendicular PB from the point xy on the line 
OB, represented by ft. Hence the equation a — left — 0 asserts 
that if, from any point of the locus represented by it, perpen- 
diculars be let fall on the lines OA, OB, the ratio of these per- 
pendiculars (that is, PA : PB) will be constant and = k. Hence 
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the locus represented by a — A/3 = 0 is a right line through 0, and 
. PA sin POA 
= ° r = sin POP’ 

It follows from the conventions concerning signs (Art. 34) that 
a4-&/3=0 denotes a right line dividing externally the angle 

A OB into parts such that = ^ course > assumed 

in what we have said that the perpendiculars PA , PB are those 
which we agree to consider positive ; those on the opposite 
sides of a, 0 being regarded as negative. 


Ex. 1. To express in this notation the proof that the three bisectors of the angles 
of a triangle meet in a point. 

The equations of the three bisectors are obviously (see Arts. 35, 54) a -- ft = 0, 
ft — y = 0, y — a — Q, which, added together, vanish identically. 

Ex. 2. Any two of the external bisectors of the angles of a triangle meet on the 
third internal bisector. 

Attending to the convention about signs, it is easy to see that .the equations of 
two external bisectors are a + ft = 0, a + y — 0 5 and subtracting one from the other 
we get (3 — y = 0, the equation of the third internal bisector. 

Ex. 3. The three perpendiculars of a triangle meet in a point. 

Let the angles opposite to the sides a, ft, y be A, B, C respectively. Then since 
the perpendicular divides any angle of the triangle into parts, which are the com- 
plements of the remaining two angles, therefore (by Art. 64) the equations of the 
perpendiculars are 

a cos A — (3 cos Z? = 0, ft cos i? - y cos C~ 0, y cos C — a cos A = 0, 
which obviously meet in a point. 

Ex. 4. The three bisectors of tbe sides of a triangle meet in a point. 

The ratio of the perpendiculars on the sides from the point where the bisector 
meets the base plainly is sin A : sin B. Hence the equations of the three bisectors are 
a sin A — (3 sin J3 = 0, ft sin I? ~ y sin (7 = 0, y sin (7— a sin A = 0. 

Ex . 5. The lengths of the sides of a quadrilateral are a, Z>,c,d; find the equation 
of the line joining middle points of diagonals. 

A ns. act - b(3 + cy — d8 = 0; for this line evidently passes through the inter- 
section of aa — b(3 , and cy — d8] but, by the last example, these are the bisectors 
of the base of two triangles having one diagonal for their common base. In like 
manner aa — dti, b{3 — cy intersect in the middle point of the other diagonal. 

Ex. 6 To form the equation of a perpendicular to the base of a triangle at to 
extr emit y. Ans. a + y cos B = 0. 

Ex. 7. If there be two triangles such that the perpendiculars from the vertices of 
one on the sides of the other meet in a point, then, vice versa, the perpendiculars from 
the vertices of the second on the sides of the first will meet in a point. 

Let the sides be a, ft y, a', ft', y', and let us denote by (a/3) the angle between 
a and ft. Then the equation of the perpendicular 

from aft on y' is a COS (ftyO — ft COS (a*/) =: 0, 
from fty on a ' is ft cos (ya*) — y cos (fta') = 0, 
from y a on ft is y cos (aft') - a cos (yft') = 0. 
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The condition that these should meet in a point is found by eliminating (3 between 
the first two, aud examining whether the resulting equation coincides with the 
third. It is 

COS (a/3') cos (/3y') cos ( ya ') = cos (a' (3) cos (/3'-y) cos (y'a). 

But the symmetry of this equation shaws that this is also the condition that the 
perpendiculars from the vertices of the second triangle on the sides of the first 
should meet in a point. 


55. The lines a — lc/3 = 0, and lea — ( 3 = 0, are plainly such 
that one makes the same angle with the line a which the other 
makes with the line /3, and are therefore equally inclined to the 
bisector a -ft. 


Ex. If through the vertices of a triangle there be drawn any three lines meeting 
in a point, the three lines drawn through the same angles, equally inclined to the 
bisectors of the angles, will also meet in a point. 

Let the sides of the triangle he a, /3, y, and let the equations of the first three 
lines be 

la — m/3 = 0, m/3 — ny~ 0, ny — la~ 0, 


which, by the principle of Art. 41, are the equations of three lines meeting in a 
point, and which obviously pass through the points a/3, (By, and ya. Now, from 
this Article, the equations of the second three lines will be 


f-£ = 0,l-V = 0,*ndZ- a T = 0, 

l m m n n l 1 


which (by Art. 41) must also meet in a point. 


56. The reader is probably already acquainted with the fol- 
lowing fundamental geometrical theorem : — u If a pencil of four 
right lines meeting in a point O be intersected by any transverse 
right line in the four points A, P, P, J3 } then /-$ 

' . AP.FB . , . 

the ratio ls constant no matter how v 

AF.PB J ^ 

the transverse line be drawn,” This ratio is 

called the anharmonic ratio of the pencil. In q 

fact, let the perpendicular from O on the transverse line —p ; then 

p.AP— OA. OP.&ln A OP(hoth being double the area of the triangle 

AOP ) ; p.FB = OF, OB sin FOB- p.AF = OA.OP smAOF ; 

p.PB = OP. OB.&mPOB, hence 



p\ AP.FB— OA. OP. OF. OB. ain JOB. sin FOB; 
p\AP'.PB = OA. OF. OP. OB. smAOF.amPOB] 


AP.FB _ smAOP.smFOB 
AF.PB ~~ sin 2 OF. sin POP’ 


hut the latter is a constant quantity, independent of the position 
of the transverse line. 
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57. If a — Jeff = 0, a — 7c'/3 = 0, be the equations of two lines, 

then ^ will be the (inharmonic ratio of the pencil formed by the 
h 

four lines a, /3, a — 7c/3, a — Jc/3 : for (Art. 54) 


therefore 


7 _ sin A OP 7 , _ sin A OP r 
Bin me* ~~ mi FOB* 

k __ sin A OP. sin FOB , 

It sin A OP' . sin POP 


but this is the anharmonic ratio of the pencil. 

h 

The pencil is a harmonic pencil when — = — 1, for then the 

angle ^10P is divided internally and externally into parts whose 
sines are in the same ratio. Hence we have the important 
theorem, two lines whose equations are a — Jc/3 = 0, a -f- Jc/3 « 0, 
form with a, (3 a harmonic 'pencil . 


58. In general the anharmonic ratio of four lines a — Ic0 7 
a - 1/3 , a - m/3, a~nft is ^ . For let the pencil he 
cut by any parallel to /3 in the four points IT, P, M, N, and the 


ratio is 


NL.MK 


But since /3 


' NM.LK* 

has the same value for each of 
these four points, the perpen- 
diculars from these points on a are 
(by virtue of the equations of the 
lines) proportional to Jc, 7, m ) n • and AK, AL , AM, AN are 
evidently proportional to these perpendiculars ; hence NJL is pro- 
portional to n — Zj ME to m NMton-m ; and P2P to l ~~ A. 


\ K 





O 


3 


59. The theorems of the last two articles are true of lines 
represented in the form P-~kF, P—IP, &c., where 2* P' denote 
ax + by + c, a’x + J'y 4- c , &c. For we can bring P to the 
form x cos a + y sin a by dividing by a certain factor* The 
equations therefore P- hP’ = 0 , P- ZP=r 0 , &c., are equivalent 
to equations of the form a-£p/3 = 0 ? a - Zp/3 = 0, &c., where p 
is the ratio of the factors by which P and P must be divided 
in order to bring them to the forms a, #. But the expression# 
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far anharmonic ratio are unaltered when we substitute for 7c, Z, 
fop, Ip 5 mp ) np. 

It is worthy of remark, that since the expressions for 
anharmonic ratio only involve i^ie coefficients 7c, 1 , m, n, it follows 
that if we have a system of any number of lines passing through 
a point, P—lcF , P—IP\ &e. ; and a second system of lines 
passing through another paint, Q — kQ ' , Q—IQ,& c., the line 
P—kP being said to correspond to the line Q — foQ\ &c. ; then 
the anharmonic ratio of any four lines of the one system is 
equal to that of the four corresponding lines of the other system. 
We shall hereafter often have occasion to speak of such systems 
of lines, which are called hoinographic systems. 

60. Given three lines a , /3, y h forming a triangle;* the equation 
of any right line, ax 4 by 4 e = 0 , can he thrown into the form 

la -f 4- ny — 0. 

Write at full length for a, J3 y 7 the quantities which they 
represent, and la- f- vift-t-ny becomes 

(l cosot-f- m cos/3 4* n cosy) cr-f ( l sin a m sin/3 4 n siny) ?/ 

— ifp 4- mp 4- np' r ) — 0. 

This will be identical with the equation of the given line, 
if we have 

l cos a 4-^ cos/3 4 n eos y = a, l sin a 4 m sin/3 4 n siny = i, 

Ip 4 rap’ -f up' = — c, 

and we can evidently determine l , m, n, so as to satisfy these 
three equations. 

The following examples will illustrate the principle that it is 
possible to express the equations of all the lines of any figure 
in terras of any three, a= 0, /3 = 0 , 7= 0 . 

Ex. 1 . To deduce analytically the harmonic properties of a complete quadrilateral. 
(See figure, next page). 

let the equation of AC te a = 0; of AB, / 3 .= 0 ; of BD, 7 — 0; of AD 
la - — 0; and of JBC, rnfi — ny ~ O. Then we are able to express in. terms of 
these quantities the equations of all the other lines of the figure. 


* *W“e say u forming a triangle,” for if the lines a fay meet in a point, la + m(3 +- ny 
must always denote a line passing through the same point, since any values of the 
coordinates which make a, fa y separately = 0, must make la -h m(i ■+ ny = 0. 

r 
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For instance, the equation of CE is 
la — m/ 3 4- ny = 0, 

for it is the equation of a right line passing 
through, the intersection of la — w/3 and y , that 
is, the point E, and of a and m/3 — ny, that* is, 
the point 0. Again, la — ny = 0 is the equa- 
tion of OE, for it passes through ay or E, and 
it also passes through the intersection of AD 
and BC, since it is = {la — m/3) -f (m/3 — ny). 

EF joins the point ay to the point A 
(i la — m/3 -t- ny, /3), and its equation will be found to be la + ny = 0. 

From Art. 57 it appears that the four lines EA, EO, EB, and EF form a 
harmonic pencil, for their equations have been shown to be 





a = 0, y = 0, and la + ny = 0. 

Again, the equation of FO, which joins the points (?a-f ny, (3) and {la— m/3, mfi—ny) 
is 

la — 2m/3 4- ny = 0. 

Hence (Art. 57) the four lines FE, FC, FO, and FB are a harmonic pencil, for 
their equations are 

la — m/3 + ny = 0, (3 = 0, and la — m/3 + ny ±m(3~0. 

Again, OO, OE, OD, OF are a harmonic pencil, for their equations are 
la — m/3 = 0,* 77i/3 — ny = 0, and la — m[3 + (m/3 — ny) = 0. 


Ex. 2. To discuss the properties of the system of lines formed by drawing through 
the angles of a triangle three lines meeting in a point. 

Let the equation of AB be y — 0 ; of AC, (3 = 0 ; of BC, a — 0 ; and let the lines 
OA, OB, OC, meeting in a point, 
be m/3 — ny, ny — la, la — m(3 (see 
Art. 55), 

Now we can form the equa- 
tions of all the other lines in the 
figure. 

- For example, the equation of 
EF is 

m/3 -f ny — la — O, 
since it passes through the points 
(A ny — la) or E, and (y, m(3 — la) 
or F. 

In like manner, the equation of EF is 

la — m/3 -f ny = 0, 
and of EE la + m/3 - ny z= 0. 

Now we can prove that the three points L, M, iV are all in one right line, whose 
equation is 

la + m/3 + ny = 0, 

for this line passes through the points {la + m(3- ny, y) or Ny {la -mp + ny , /3) 
or M ; and (m/3 4- ny — la, a) or L. 

The equation of CN is 

la + 7nj 3 = 0, 

for this is evidently a line through (a, /3) or C, and it also passes through fyjaxcQ 
it = ( la + m/3 + ny) — ny. 


M 
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Hence BN is cut harmonically, for the equations of the four line 3 CN } CA « 
CF, CB are 

a = 0, j3 = 0, la — m(3 =0, la 4- wi/3 = 0. 

The equations of this example can he applied to many particular cases of frequent 
occurrence. Thus (see Ex. 3, p. 54) the equation of the line joining the feet 
of two perpendiculars of a triangle is a cos A + (3 cos B — y cos C — 0 ; while 
a cos A + fi cos 2? -f- y cos C passes through the intersections with the opposite sides 
of the triangle, of the lines joining the feet of the perpendiculars. In like manner 
a sinA + p sin 2? — y sin (7 represents the line joining the middle points of two 
sides, &c. 

Ex 3. Two triangles are said to be homologous , when the intersections of the 
corresponding sides lie on the same right line called the axis of homology ; prove 
that the lines joining the corresponding vertices meet in a point [called the centra 
of homology']. 

Let the sides of the first triangle he a, ft, y ; and let the line on which the corre- 
sponding sides meet be la + m(3 -t- ny 3 then the equation of a line through the 
intersection of this with a must he of the form V a + mf3 3 - ny = 0, and similarly those 
of the other two sides of the second triangle are 

la -f- m'(3 + ny — 0, la - f mfi -+- n'y = 0. 

But subtracting successively each of the last three equations from another, we 
get for the equations of the lines joining corresponding vertices 

(l — l) a = (m — m’) (3, (m — m r ) (3 = (n — n f ) y, (» — n f ) y = (£ — V) a, 
which obviously meet in a point. 

61. To find the condition that two lines lot. 4 mft 4 ny, 
Va 4* mft 4 n'y may be mutually perpendicular. 

Write the equations at full length as in Art. 60, and apply 
the criterion of Art. 25, Cor. 2 (ii'+ BB' = 0), when we find 

IV 4- mm! 4 nn ' 4 {mn* 4 mn) cos {ft — 7) 4- [nV 4- ril) cos (7 — a) 

4- {bn! 4 I'm) cos (a — j 3 ) = 0, 
Now since ft and 7 are the angles made with the axis of x by 
the perpendiculars on the lines ft, 7, ft — 7 is the angle between 
those perpendiculars, which again is equal or supplemental to 
the angle between the lines themselves. If we suppose the 
origin to be within the triangle, and A , B , G to be the angles 
of the triangle, ft — 7 is the supplement of A . The condition 
for perpendicularity therefore is 

U+mrti+nri-{mri*rri n) o,o$A-(nl'+ril) cos 5- [Im'+Vm) cos (7=0. 

As a particular case of the abovc^ the condition that la 4 mft 4 ny 
may be perpendicular to 7 is 

n~m cos A 4 l cos B. 

In like manner we find the length of the perpendicular from xy 
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on la + m/3 4- ny . Write the equation at fall length and apply the 
formula of Art. 34, when, if we write x cos a + y’ sina~jp = a' ? 
&c., the result is 

la! 4- mff 4- ny 

+ rri* + ri A — 2 mn cos A — 2 nl cos B — Zlm cos 0 ) * 

Ex. 1. To find the equation of a perpendicular to y through its extremity. The 
equation is of the form la + ny=z 0. And the condition of this article gives 
n = l cos B, as in Ex. 6, p. 54. 

Ex. 2. To find the equation of a perpendicular to y through its middle point. 
The middle point being the intersection of y with a sin A — fi sin B, the equation 
of any line through it is of the form a sin A — /? sin B 4- ny = 0, and the condition 
of this article gives n = sin (A — B). 

Ex. 3. The three perpendiculars at middle points of sides meet in a point. For 
eliminating a, ft, y in turn between 

a sin A - /3 sin B + y sin (A — B) = 0, (3 sin B — y sin C 4- a sin (B — 0) = 0, 
we get for the lines joining to the three vertices the intersection of two perpen- 
diculars —~— A =• = ~~r>) and the symmetry of the equations proves that the 

COS JL COS JlS COS 

third perpendicular passes through the same point. The equations of the perpen- 
diculars vanish when multiplied by sin 2 (7, sin 2 A, sin 2 #, and added together. 

Ex. 4. Find, by Art. 25, expressions for the sine, cosine, and tangent qf the angle 
V a + m'fi + n'y. 

Ex. 5. Prove that a cos A + /? cosP + y cos C is perpendicular to 

a sinA cos A sin [B — C) + /3 sin B cos B sin {C — A) +y sin C cos C^sin (A — B). 

Ex. 6. Find the equation of a line through the point a'p'y' perpendicular to fcb« 
line y. Ans. a{j 3' 4- y' cos A) — (3 {a' 4- y' cob £) + y(fi' cosE — a' cos A). 

62. We have seen that we can express the equation of any 
right line in the form la + m/3 + ny — 0, and so solve any problem 
by a set of equations expressed in terms of a, /3, y 7 without any 
direct mention of x and y. This suggests a new way of looking 
at the principle laid down in Art. 60. Instead of regarding a 
as a mere abbreviation for the quantity x cos a + y sin a — p, we 
may look upon it as simply denoting the length of the perpen- 
dicular from a point on the line a. We may imagine a system 
of trilinear coordinates in which the position of a point is defined 
by its distances from three fixed lines, and in which the 
position of any right line is defined by a homogeneous equation 
between these distances, of the form 

la + m! 3 + ny = 0. 

The advantage of trilinear coordinates is, that whereas tm 
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Cartesian (or x and y ) coordinates the utmost simplification we 
can introduce is by choosing two of the most remarkable lines in 
the figure for axes of coordinates, we can in trilinear coordi- 
nates obtain still more simple expressions by choosing three of 
the most remarkable lines for the lines of reference a, /9, y . The 
reader will compare the brevity of the expressions in Art. 54 
with those corresponding in Chap. II. 

63. The perpendiculars from any point 0 on a, /?, y are 
connected by the relation aa 4 1/3 4 * cy = Jf, where a, 5, c, are 
the sides, and M double the area, of the triangle of reference. 
For evidently na, 5/9, cy are respectively double the areas of 
the triangles OBG , OGA } OAB . The reader may suppose 
that this is only true if the point 0 be taken within the triangle ; 
but he is to remember that if the point O were on the other 
side of any of the lines of reference (a), we must give a negative 
sign to that perpendicular, and the quantity aa-\- 5/9 4 cy would 
then be double OCA 4 OAB- OBG ) that is, still == double the 
area of the triangle. Since sinA is proportional to a, it is plain 
that a sin A 4 sinB 4 7 sin G is also constant, a theorem which 
may otherwise be proved by writing a, /3, 7 at full length, as in 
Art. 60, multiplying by sin(£ — 7 ), sin ( 7 -a), sin (a — /9), 
respectively, and adding, when the coefficients of x and y vanish, 
and the sum is therefore constant. 

The theorem of this article enables us always to use homo- 
geneous equations in a, /3, 7 , for if we are given such an equation 
as a= 3 , we can throw it into the homogeneous form 

Mo c = 3 (aa -f 5/9 4 cy). 

64. To express in trilinear coordinates the equation of the 
parallel to a given line la 4 mj3 4 ny. 

In Cartesian coordinates two lines Ax 4 By 4 0 , Ax + By 4 C\ 
are parallel if their equations differ only by a constant. It 
follows then that 

la 4 inf 9 4 ny 4- To (a sin A 4 /3 sin B 4 7 sin G) = 0 

denotes a line parallel to la 4 w/9 4 ny 7 since the two equations 
differ only by a quantity which has been just proved to be 
constant. 
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In tlie same case Ax 4 By 4- (74- (Ax + By 4* O’) denotes a 
line also parallel to the two given lines and half-way between 
them; hence if two equations P = 0 , P '=0 are so connected 
that P— P' = constant, then P+P' denotes a parallel to P and 
P' half-way between them. 

Ex. 1. To find the equation of a parallel to the base of a triangle drawn through 
the vertex. A ns. a sin A -j- (3 sin B = 0. 

For this, obviously, is a line through a(3 ; and writing the equation in the form 
y sin C — (a sin A -f- (3 sin B + y sin C) = 0, 
it appears that it differs only by a constant from y = 0. 

We see, also, that the parallel a sin A + (3 sin B, and the bisector of the base 
a sin A — (3 sin B, form a harmonic pencil with a, ft, (Art. 57). 

Ex, 2. The line joining the middle points of sides of a triangle is parallel to the 
base. Its equation (see Ex. 2, p. 58) is 

a sin A + (3 sin B — y sin C= 0, or 2 y sin C = a sin A + (3 sin B + y sin C . 

Ex. 3. The line aa - b/3 4- cy — d8 (see Ex. 5, Art. 54) passes through the middle 
point of the line joining ay , fid. For (aa -f cy) +• (bfi + d$) is constant, being twice the 
area of the quadrilateral ; hence aa + cy, bf 3 + dd are parallel, and (aa+cy) — (bfi •+■ do) 
is also parallel and half-way between them. It therefore bisects the line joining ( ay) r 
which is a point on the first line, to (fid ) which is a point on the second. 

65. To write in the form lot. 4 m/3 4 ny = 0 the equation of the 
line joining two given points xy\ xy\ 

Let a', as before, denote the quantity x' cos a 4 y sin a — p* 
Then the condition that the coordinates xy shall satisfy the 
equation la 4 - ?n(3 4 wy = 0 may be written 
lot! 4^/3' 4 ny =0. 

Similarly we have la" 4 mfi" 4 ny" = 0 . 

Solving for ^ ^ , from these two equations, and substituting 

in the given form, we obtain for the equation of the line joining 
the two points 

a [13% - 7 '£") 4 0 (7 a" - y"a’) 4 7 («'£" - a"P) - 0 . 

It is to be observed that the equations in trilinear coordi- 
nates being homogeneous, we are not concerned with the actual 
lengths of the perpendiculars from any point on the lines of 
reference, but only with their mutual ratios. Thus the preceding 
equation is not altered if we write pa\ p 0 ', py\ for a y\ 
Accordingly, if a point be given as the intersection of tbe lines 

7 = — = - , we may take L m« n as the trilinear coordinates 
L m n < i i 
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of that point. For let p be the common value of these fractions, 
and the actual lengths of the perpendiculars on a, /?, 7 are 
Ip , nip , npj where p is given by the equation alp 4 bmp 4 cnp = if, 
but, as has been just proved, we do not need to determine p . 
Thus, in applying the equation of this article, we may take for 
the coordinates of intersection of bisectors of sides, sin B sin ( 7 , 
sin(7sinu4, sin A sin 5 ; of intersection of perpendiculars, 
cos B cos ( 7 , cos 0 cos A y cosAL cos B) of centre of inscribed circle 
1, 1, 1 ; of centre of circumscribing circle cos A, cosJ 5 , cos ( 7 , &c* 

Ex. 1. Bind the equation of the line joining intersections of perpendiculars, and 
of "bisectors of sides (see Art. 6 1, Ex. 5). 

Ans. a sin A cos A sin ( B - C) +/3 sin B cos B sin (C— A) + y sin C cos C sin (A — B) = 0. 

Ex. 2, Bind equation of line joining centres of inscribed and circumscribing circles. 

Am. a (cos JB — cos C) + /3 (cos C — cos A) + y (cos A — cos B) = 0. 

66 . It is proved, as in Art. 7 , that the length of the per- 
pendicular on a from the point which divides in the ratio l : m 
the line joining two points whose perpendiculars are a, a" is 

* Conse( l uentl y ^ ie coordinates of the point dividing 

in the ratio l : m the line joining a! ft' '7', a"l 3 "y" are la! 4 md\ 
lj 3 ' 4 Wj 8 ", Z7' 4 my". It is otherwise evident that this point 
lies on the line joining the given points, for if d@!y\ a"/ 3 "<y" 
both satisfy the equation of a line Aa + Bft + Cy = 0, so will 
also Za'4wa", &c. It follows hence, without difficulty, that 
ld-md\ &c., is the fourth harmonic to Id 4 md\ a, a"; that 
the anharmonic ratio of d - 7 cd\ d — 7 a", d - md\ d —nd 1 is 

given two systems of points on 

two right lines d — led ', d - 7 a", &c., a"' — Jed’", d" —ld"\ &c.; 
these systems are homographic , the anharmonic ratio of any four 
points on one line being equal to that of the four corresponding 
points on the other. 

Ex. The intersection of perpendiculars, of bisectors of sides, and the centre of 
circumscribing circle lie on a right line. For the coordinates of these points are 
cos# cos C, &c., sin B sin C } <fcc., and cos A, &c. .But the last set of coordinates may 
be written sin B sin C - cos B cos C, &c. 

The point whose coordinates are cos (B — C), cos {C — A), cob (A — B) evidently 
lies on the same right line and is a fourth harmonic to the three preceding. It will 
be found hereafter that this is the centre of the circle through the middle points 
of tlie sides. 


[n — I) (m — 7 c) 
(n — m) (Z — 7 c) ’ 


and also that, 
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67* To examine what line is denoted by the equation 
a sin A + ft sin B + y sin G = O# 

This equation Is included in the general form of an equation 
of a right line, but we have seen (Art. 63) that the left-hand 
member is constant, and never = 0. Let us return, however, 
to the general equation of the right line Ax + By + (7=0. We 

G 0 

saw that the intercepts cut off on the axes are — — -g; 

consequently, the smaller A and B become the greater will be 
the intercepts on the axes, and therefore the more remote the 
line represented. Let A and B be both = 0, then the intercepts 
become infinite, and the line is altogether situated at an infinite 
distance from the origin. Now it was proved (Art. 63) that the 
equation under consideration is equivalent to Ox -1- Oy 4* (7=0, and 
though it cannot be satisfied by any finite values of the coordi- 
nates, it may by infinite values, since the product of nothing by 
infinity may be finite. It appears then that a sinA-t/3 sin/3+7 sin Q 
denotes a right line situated altogether at an infinite distance from 
the origin ; and that the equation of an infinitely distant right 
line, in Cartesian coordinates, is0.a?+0.y+(7=0. We shall ? 
for shortness, commonly cite the latter equation in the less 
accurate form (7=0. 

68. We saw (Art. 64) that a line parallel to the line a=»0 
has an equation of the form a+ (7=0. Now the last Artid# 
shows that this is only an additional illustration of the principle 
of Art. 40. For a parallel to a may he considered as intersecting 
it at an infinite distance, but (Art. 40) an equation of the form 
a -f G = 0 represents a line through the intersection of the lines 
a=0, (7=0, or (Art. 67) through the intersection of the line m 
with the line at infinity. 

69. We have to add that Cartesian coordinates are only a 
particular case of trilinear. There appears, at first sight, to fee 
an essential difference between them, since trilinear equations 
are always homogeneous, while we are accustomed to speak -cdf 
Cartesian equations as containing an absolute term, terms of fte 
first degree, terms of the second degree, &c. A little refiectimij 
however, will show that this difference is only apparent, anti 
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that Cartesian equations must be equally homogeneous In reality, 
though not in form. The equation x = 3, for example, must 
mean that the line x is equal to three feet or three inches, or, in 
short, to three times some linear unit ; the equation xy = 9 must 
mean that the rectangle xy is equal to nine square feet or square. 
inches, or to nine squares of some linear unit ; and so on. 

If we wish to have our equations homogeneous in form as well 
as in reality, we may denote our linear unit by z } and write the 
equation of the right line 

Ax + By-\~ Cz = 0. 

Comparing this with the equation 

Aa -r B/3 + Cy = 0, 

and remembering (Art. 67) that when a line is at an Infinite dis- 
tance its equation takes the form £ = 0, we learn that equations 
in Cartesian coordinates are only the particular form assumed 
by trilinear equations when two of the lines of reference are 
what are called the coordinate axes , while the third is at an 
infinite distance . 

70. We wish in conclusion to give a brief account of what is 
meant hy systems of tangential coordinates , in which the position 
of a right line is expressed by coordinates, and that of a point by 
an equation. In this volume we limit ourselves to what is not 
so much a new system of coordinates as a new way of speaking 
of the equations already in use. If the equation (Cartesian or 
trilinear) of any line be Xx 4- fxy + vz = 0, then evidently, if 
X, /t, v be known, the position of the line is known ; and we 
may call these three quantities (or rather their mutual ratios 
with which only we are concerned) the coordinates of the right 
line. If the line pass through a fixed point xyz , the relation 
must be fulfilled xX -f- y'fj, 4- zv = 0 ; if therefore we are given 
any equation connecting the coordinates of a line, of the form 
aX -f by, + cv = 0, this denotes that the line passes through the 
fixed point (a, 2>, c), (see Art. 51), and the given equation may 
be called the equation of that point. Further, we may use 
abbreviations for the equations of points, and may denote by 
a, fi the quantities x'X -f y/u + a?"X -f y r 'p 4- z"\ v ; then it is 
evident that la + wi/3 = 0 is the equation of a point dividing in 
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a given ratio the line joining the points a, /S; that Ia=m0 } 
m/3 = 7 t 7 , «7= fa are the equations of three points which lie on 
a right line; that a + Tc/3, a.-k/3 denote two points harmonically 
conjugate with regard to a, /3, &c. We content ourselves here 
with indicating analogies which we shall hereafter dovclope 
more folly; for we shall have occasion to show that theorems 
concerning points are so connected with theorems concerning 
lines, that when either is known the other can he inferred, and 
often that the same equations differently interpreted will prove 
either theorem. Theorems so connected are called reciprocal 
theorems. 

Ex. Interpret in tangential coordinates the equations used in Art, GO, Ex. 2, 

let a , /?, y denote the points A, £, C; m/3 — ny, ny la, la — mfi, the j»i»t® 
Z, then m/3 + ny — la, ny + la — mfi, la + m(3 — ny denote the vertices of \ t 

triang le formed by LA, MB, NC ; and la 4- m/3 + ny denotes a point 0 in wfiteti 
meet the lines joining the vertices of this new triangle to the corresponding vortices® 
of the original : m [ 3 + ny, ny + /a; la + m/3 denote D, E, F, It is easy hone# U> i®® 
the points in the figure, which are harmonically conjugate. 
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CHAPTER V. 


EQUATIONS ABOVE THE FIRST DEGREE REPRESENTING 
RIGHT BINES. 


71. Before proceeding to speak of tlio curves represented 
by equations above tbe first degree, -wo shall examine some cases 
where these equations represent right lines. 

If wo take any number of equations L - 0, M = 0, N= 0, &c,, 
and multiply them together, tlio compound equation LMN&c. = 0 
will represent tlio aggregate of all the lines represented by its 
factors; for it will be satisfied by the values of tbe coordinates 
which make any of its factors = 0. Conversely, ij an equation of 
any degree can be resolved into others of lower degrees, it will repre- 
sent the aggregate of all the loci represented by its different factors. 
If, then, an equation of the n th degree can be resolved .into n 
factors of the first degree, it will represent n right lines. 


72. A homogeneous equation of the degree in x and y 
denotes n right lines passing through the origin. 

Let the equation be 

a' —px~ l y + qx l ~' t y i — &L c. tif = 0. 

Divide by and wo get 




= 0 . 


Let a , b, c, &c., be tlio n roots of this equation, then it is 
resolvable into the factors 


and the original equation is therefore resolvable into the factors 
(cc — ay) (x—by) (a? — cy) &c. = 0. 

It accordingly represents the n right lines x- ay &c,, aU of 
which pass through the origin. Thus, then, in particular, the 
liamogcneous equation 

os*- $xy-\ (yif = 0 
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represents the two right lines x — ay = 0, x — by — 0, where a and 
b are the two roots of the quadratic 



+ 2 = 0 . 


It is proved, in like manner, that the equation 
(x-a)*-p{x- a)”' 1 (y - b) + q (x - a)*'* {y - &)*...+ % - b) n = 0 
denotes n right lines passing through the point (a, b). 


* Ex. 1. What locus is represented by the equation xy = 0 ? 

The two axes ; since the equation is satisfied by either of the suppositions 
x = 0, y = 0. 

- Ex. 2. What locus is represented by x 2 — y 2 — 0 ? 

Ans. The bisectors of the angles between the axes, x + y =r 0 (see Art. 35). 

'T“Exr~3, What locus is represented by x- - 5 xy + 6y 2 = 0 ? Ans. a?— 2y=0, cc-3y=0. 

. Ex. 4. What locus is represented by x 2 - 2ry sec 0 + y 2 = 0 ? 

^ Ans . a? = y tan (45° ± J0). 

* Ex. 5. What linerare represented by x 2 - 2#y tan 6 — y 2 = 0 ? 

• Ex. 6. What lines ar^ represented by x 3 — 6x*y + 11 xif - Gy 3 = 0 ? 1 

73. Let us examine more minutely the three cases of the 
solution of the equation x z — pxy-\ qy 1 = 0, according as its roots 
are real and unequal, real and equal, or both imaginary. 

The first case presents no difficulty : a and b are the tangents 
of the angles which the lines make with the axis of y (the axes 
being supposed rectangular), p is therefore the sum of those 
tangents, and q their product. 

In the second case, when « = S, it was once usual among 
geometers to say that the equation represented but one right 
line [x — a4j — 0). We shall find, however, many advantages in 
making thfe language of geometry correspond exactly to that of 
algebray4nd as we do not say that the equation above has only 
hut that it has two equal roots, so we shall not say 
that it represents only one line, but that it represents two coincident 
right lines. 

Thirdly, let the roots be both imaginary. In this ease no real 
coordinates can be found to satisfy the equation, except the 
coordinates of the origin x = 0, y = 0 ; hence it was usual to say 
that in this case the equation did -not represent right lines, but 
vras the equation ot the origin. Now this language appears to 
us very objectionable, for we saw (Art. 14) that two equations 
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are required to determine any point, hence we are unwilling 
to acknowledge any single equation as the equation of a point. 
Moreover, we have been hitherto accustomed to find that two 
different equations always had different geometrical significations, 
but here we should have innumerable equations, all purporting to 
be the equation of the same point ; for it is obviously immaterial 
what the values of p and q are, provided only that they give 
imaginary values for the roots, that is to say, provided that/ 2 be 
less than 4 q. We think it, therefore, much preferable to make 
our language correspond exactly to the language of algebra ; and 
as we do not say that the equation above has no roots when/* 
is less than 4y, but that it has two imaginary roots, so we shall 
not say that, in this case, it represents no right lines, but that 
it represents two imaginary right lines. In short, the equation 
x — pxy 4 qy l = 0 being always reducible to the form 
(x — ay) (i x - by) = 0, we shall always say that it represents two 
right lines drawn through the origin ; but when a and b are real, 
we shall say that these lines are real; when a and b are equal, 
that the lines coincide ; and when a and b are imaginary, that the 
lines are imaginary. It may seem to the student a matter of 
indifference which mode of speaking we adopt ; we shall find, how- 
ever, as we proceed, that we should lose sight of many important 
analogies by refusing to adopt tbe language here recommended. 

Similar remarks apply to the equation 

Ax 1 4- Bxy -f- Gy 2 = 0, 

which can be reduced to the form x* — pxy 4 ~ 0, by dividing 

by the coefficient of x 2 . This equation will always represent 
two right lines through the origin ; these lines will be real if 
B* — 4: A G be positive, as at once appears from solving the 
equation ; they will coincide if B* - iA G = 0 ; and they will be 
imaginary if JB' Z -~4:AC be negative. So, again, the same 
language is used if we meet with equal or imaginary roots in the 
solution of the general homogeneous equation of the degree. 

74, To find the angle contained by the lines represented by ike 
equation x l —pxy 4 qy l = 0. 

Let this equation be equivalent to (x - ay) {x—by) = % then 
the tangbnt of the angle between the lines is (Art, 23} 
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but the product of the roots of the given equation = and their 
difference = V {]? — fy) • Hence 


r l + o 


+ 2 

If the equation had been given in the form 
Ax 1 + Bxy + Cy 1 — 0 , 
it would have been found that 

* * V(2? 2 -4 AO) 

<*■*♦- " A+ 0 ' 

Coe. The lines will cut at right angles, or tan (f> will become 
infinite, if q = — 1 in the first case, or if A -b G = 0 in the second. 

Ex. Find the angle between the lines 

x 2 + xy— 6y 2 = 0 . 
x 2 — 2 xy sec d + y 2 = 0. 

*If the axes be oblique we find, in like manner, 

, , sin co \/(B 2 — ±AC) 

tan d> a -r — ~ B ' . 

T A + G — B cos a) 


Ans, 45 ° 
Ans. d • 


75. To find the equation which will represent the lines bisecting 
the angles between the lines represented by the equation 
Aoc? + Bxy -f Gy 2 = 0. 

Let these lines hex~ay~0, x — ly — Q- let the equation of 
the bisector be x — fxy = 0, and we seek to determine p. Now 
(Art. 18) p is the tangent of the angle made by this bisector with 
the axis of y, and it is plain that this angle is half the sum of the 
angles made with this axis by the lines themselves. Equating, 
therefore, tangent of twice this angle to tangent of sum, we get 

2 fi __ a-+b 
1 — ft 2 ~ 1 — ab y 

but, from the theory of equations, 

,, B . C 
a + ai== ^[> 

therefore 

or 


2/i __ B 


« A-0 


B 


fi — 1 = 0. 
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This gives us a quadratic to determine fi ) one of whose roots 
will be the tangent of the angle made with the axis of y by the 
> internal bisector of the angle between the lines, and the other 
the tangent of the angle made by the external bisector. We 
r can find the combined equation of both lines by substituting in 

%c 

the last quadratic for /jl its value = - , and we get 

- 2 xy-f- o,® 

and the form of this equation shows that the bisectors cut each 
other at right angles (Art. 74). 

The student may also obtain this equation by forming 
(Art. 35) the equations of the internal and external bisectors 
of the angle between the lines x — ay = 0, x — by~ 0, and 
multiplying them together, when he will have 

(x - a y'f _ (x - lyY 
f 1 + a 1 ” 1 + ff* * 

and then clearing of fractions, and substituting for a + b, and ab 
their values in terms of A, B, 0, the equation already found is 
obtained. 

76. We have seen that an equation of the second degree 
may represent two right lines ; but such an equation in general 
cannot be resolved into the product of two factors of the first 
degree, unless its coefficients fulfil a certain relation, which can 
| be most easily found as follows. Let the general equation of 
l the second degree be written 

ax 2 4 2 kxy 4 by 2 4 2yx 4 2fy 4 c = 0,f 
I or ax* 4 2 (hy+g) x 4 by 2 4 2/y 4 c = 0. 

* It is remarkable that the roots of this last equation will always be real, even 
I the roots of the equation Ax* 4* Bxy + Cy* = 0 be imaginary, which leads to th© 

i curious result, that a pair of imaginary lines lias a pair’ of real lines bisecting 

fc' ; the angle between them. It is the existence of such relations between real and 

| imaginary lines which makes the consideration of the latter profitable. 

K t It might seem more natural to write this equation 

; ax* 4 - bxy -hq/* + dx + ey +/= 0 , 

| but as it is desirable that the equation should be written with the same letters ail 

;■ through the hook, I have decided on using, from the first, the form which will 

• hereafter be found most convenient and symmetrical. It will appear hereafter 
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Solving this equation for x we get 

ax — — (liy 4 g) ± \Z{(A 2 — ah) y 2 4 2 {Jig - af) y 4 [g 2 - ac)}. 

In order that this may be capable of being reduced to the 
form x — my 4w, it is necessary that the quantity under the 
radical should be a perfect square, in which case the equation 
would denote two right lines according to the different signs 
we give the radical. But the condition that the radical should 
be a perfect square is 

(A* - <&) W ~ ac ) = (% ~ a ff- 

Expanding, and dividing by a, we obtain the required condition, 
viz. ale 4 2 fgh — af 2, ~ bg 2 — ch 2 = 0.* 

1. Yerify that the folio-wing equation represents right lines, and find the lines: 
x 2 — bxy +■ 4y 2 + x 4- 2y — 2 = 0. 

Atw. Solving for x as in the text, the lines are found to be 
x — ?/ — 1 = 0, x — 45/4-2 = 0. 

Ex. 2. Yerify that the following equation represents right lines : 

{ax 4- (3y — r 2 ) 2 = (a 2 -f /3 2 — r 2 ) (a; 2 + y 1 — r 2 ). 

Ex. 3. What lines are represented by the equation 

x 2 — xy + y 2 — x-y + 1 = 0? 

Am. The imaginary lines x + dy 4- 0 2 = 0, x + 6 2 y + 6 = 0, where 0 is one of the 
imaginary cube roots of 1. 

Ex. 4. Determine h, so that the following equation may represent right lines : 
x- 4- 2 hxy 4- y 1 — 5a; — 7y 4- 6 =~ 0. 

rins. Substituting these values of the coefficients in the general condition, we get 
for h the quadratic I2h 2 — 35 h 4- 25 = 0, whose roots are § and 

*77. The method used in the preceding Article, though the 
most simple in the case of the equation of the second degree, is 
not applicable to equations of higher degrees ; we therefore give 
another solution of the same problem. It is required to ascertain 

that this equation is intimately connected with the homogeneous equation in three 
variables, which may be most symmetrically written 

ax 2 4* by 2 4 cz 2 + %fyz 4- 2 gzx 4- 2 hxy = 0. 

The form in the text is derived from this by making z — 1. The coefficient 2 is affixed 
to certain teems, because formulae connected with the equation, which we shall haver 
occasion to use, thus become simpler and more easy to he remembered. 

* If the coefficients/, y, h in the equation* had been written without numerical 
multipliers, this condition would have been 

4 abe 4 'fgh — of 2 — lg 2 - ch? — 0. 
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whether the given equation of the second degree can be identical 
with the product of the equations of two right lines 

(ax + fty - 1) (ax 4 J3' \j — 1) = 0. 

Multiply out this product, and equate the coefficient of each 
term to the corresponding coefficient in the general equation of 
the second degree, having previously divided the latter by c, 
so as to make the absolute term in each equation =1. We thus 
obtain five equations, viz. 


, a , , 

aa = a 4 a = * 


■7’ ^4 ^~7- ^ + “^“ S 7' 


from which eliminating the four unknown quantities a, a', /3, 
we obtain the required condition. The first four of the equa- 
tions at once give us two quadratics for determining a, a ; /3, /3' ; 
which indeed might have been also obtained from the considera- 
tion that these quantities are the reciprocals of the intercepts 
made by the lines on the axes ; and that the intercepts made by 
the locus on the axes are found (by making alternately as = 0, 
y = 0, in the general equation) from the equations 

ax 2 + 2(/x + c = 0, by* + 2fy + c~0. 

We can now complete the elimination by solving the quadratics, 
substituting in the fifth equation and clearing of radicals; or 
we may proceed more simply as follows : Since nothing shews 
whether the root a of the first quadratic is to be combined with 

2k 

the root /3 or /S' of the second, it is plain that — may have 

c 

either of the values a/3' 4 a'/3 or a/3 4 a'/3'. This is also evident 
geometrically, since if the locus meet the axes in the points 
L , 77; J f, M ; it is plain that if it represent right lines at all, 
these must be either the pair Zlf, LM\ or else LM\ UM \ 
whose equations are 

(ax 4 /3y- 1) (ax 4 /3 r y~l) = 0, or (ax 4 B'y - 1) (ax+/3y - 1) = 0. 
The sum then of the two quantities a/3' 4 a'/3, a/3 4 a'/3' 

^(« + «')(/3 + /30 = 4 #, 

and their product m 

= aa' 03“ + /3'“) + j8/3' (a* + a' 2 ) = - + l 

^ N c c cc 

L 
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Hence - is 
c 


given by the quadratic 


Kjg 

C* C“ 


2 h 

. — 

c • 


of' 1 -f bef — cibc 


which, cleared of fractions, is the condition already obtained. 

Ex. To determine h so that x- + 2 hxy if — 5x - 7y -b G = 0 may represent right 
lines (see Ex 4, p. 72). 

The intercepts on the axes are given by the equations 

x 2 — 5x + 6 = 0, y 2 — 7y 4- 6 = 0, 

whose roots are x = 2, x = 3 ; y = 1, y = 6, Forming, then, the equation of the lines 
joining the points so found, -we see that if the equation represent right lines, it mush 
be of one or other of the forms 

(x + 2 y — 2) (2a? 4* y — 6) =r 0, (x + Sy — S) (3a 4- y — 6) = 0, 
whence, multiplying out^/lis determined. 

*78. To find how many conditions must be satisfied in order 
that the general equation of the n ilx degree may represent right lines * 
We proceed as in the last Article; we compare the general 
equation, having first by division made the absolute term = l f 
with the product of the n right lines 

(ax + @y — 1 ) (ax 4- yS ’y — 1) [ax 4 fi"y — 1) &c. = 0. 

Let the number of terms in the general equation be N", then 
from a comparison of coefficients we obtain N~ 1 equations 
(the absolute term being already the same in both) ; 2 n of these 
equations are employed in determining the 2 n unknown quan- 
tities a, a', &c., whose values being substituted in the remaining 
equations afford N—l~2n conditions. Now if we write the 
general equation 

A 

4 * Bx +■ Gy 
4 Dx 2 4* JExy + Fy 2 
4 - €hf + Ex 2 y + Kxtf + Ltf 
-f &e. = 0, 

it is plain that the number of terms is the sum of the arithmetic 
series 

h 2f-142 + 3+...(»+l).S±lfct2; 

1.2 
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CHAPTER VI. 

THE CIRCLE. 

79. Before proceeding to the discussion of the general cqua 
tion of the second degree, it seems desirable that we should 
shew, in the simple case of the circle, how all the properties of a 
curve may be deduced from its equation, without assuming any 
previous acquaintance with the geometrical theory. 

The equation, to rectangular axes, of the circle whose centre 
is the point (a/3) and radius is r, has already (Art. 17) been 
found to be 

(*- a )*+(y-£)* = r>. 

Two particular cases of this equation deserve attention, as 
occurring frequently in practice. Let the centre be the origin, 
then a = 0, ft =0, and the equation is 

x l 4- f = r 2 . 

Let the axis of sc be a diameter, and the axis cf y a per-, 
pcndicular at its extremity, then a = r, /3 = 0, and the equation 
becomes 

x 2 4 f = 2 rx. 

80. It will be observed that the equation of the circle, to 
rectangular axes, does not contain the term ay, and that the 
coefficients of x 1 and f are equal. The general equation therefore 

ax 2 4 2 hxij 4 bf 4 9gx 4 2 \fy 4 c = 0 
cannot represent a circle, unless we have h~0 and a = b. Any 
equation of the second degree which fulfils these two conditions 
may be reduced to the form (x — a) 2 4 [y — ft f = r\ by a process 
corresponding to that used in the solution of quadratic equations. 
If the common coefficient of x z and f be not already unity, by 
division make it so ; then having put the terms containing # and 
y on the left-hand side of the equation, and the constant term 
on the right, complete the squares by adding to both sides the 
sum of the squares of half the coefficients of x and y. 
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Ex. Reduce to tlie form (x - a) 2 + (y - py = r 2 , the equations 

a 2 + y* — 2a; — 4y = 20 ; 3cc 2 + 3iy 2 — 5a: — 7iy 4- 1 = 0. 

^725. (re — l) 2 + (ij - 2) 2 rr 25 ; (a: — £) 2 4* (y — £) 2 = £1 ? and the coordinates of the 
centre and the radius are (1, 2), and 5 in the first case; ($, f) and £ „/( G2 ) in the second. 


If we treat in like manner the equation 

€l ( x 1 -J- y ‘ ! ) “I - 2#oj 4~ ^fy + 0 = 0. 

•'S* (* + !) + (s , + i)’ =1± S r -’ 


then the coordinates of the centre are 



- f 

— , and the radius 
a 1 


is ^ */(g* 4/*- ac). 

If g 2 4-/* - ac is negative, the radius of the circle is imaginary, 
and the equation being equivalent to (x - a)' 2 -f (y - Pf 4- r* — 0 
cannot be satisfied by any real values of x and y . 

If# 2 4 -f 2 = ac, the radius is nothing, and the equation being 
equivalent to [x — a) 2 4- {y — ft ) 2 = 0, can be satisfied by no 
coordinates save those of the point (a$). In this case then the 
equation used to be called the equation of that point, but for the 
reason stated (Art. 73) we prefer to call it the equation of an 
infinitely small circle having that point for centre. We have 
.seen (Art. 73) that it may also be considered as the equation of 
the two imaginary lines (x — a) ± (y — fi) V(— 1) passing through 
the point (a/3). So in like manner the equation x 2j r y* = 0 may 
be regarded as the equation of an infinitely small circle having 
the origin for centre, or else of the two imaginary lines^±yV(~ I)* 


81. The equation of the circle to oblique axes is not often 
used. It is found by expressing (Art. 5) that the distance of 
any point from the centre is equal to the radius, and is 

(a?-a) 2 4-2(a?-a) [y-fi) cos c»4- (y-/3) 2 = r 2 . 

If We compare this with the general equation, we see that 
the latter cannot represent a circle unless a = b and h = a cos co. 
When these conditions are fulfilled we find by comparison of 
coefficients that the coordinates of the centre and the radius are 
given by the equations 

a4-£cosa> = -£ ? £4- a cos© = --*£, a 2 4- /3 2 + 2a/3 cos 

a a 0 
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Since a, /? are determined from the first two equations, which 
do not contain c, we learn that two circles will be concentric if 
their equations differ only in the constant term . 

Again, if c = 0, the origin is on the curve. For then the 
equation is satisfied by the coordinates of the origin x = 0, y = 0. 
The same argument proves that if an equation of any degree want 
the absolute term } ike curve represented passes through the origin . 


82. To find the coordinates of the points in which a given 
rijht line x cos a + y sin a =-p meets a given circle x 2 -f y 2 = r\ 
Equating to each other the values of y found from the two 
equations we get, for determining #, the equation 


p — x cos a 
sin a 




or, reducing x 2 — 2px cos a -f p 2 — r 2 sin 2 a = 0 ; 
hence, x =p cos a ± sin a V (r 2 — p 2 ), 

and, in like manner, 

y =p sin a T cos a \f (r* — p 2 ). 

(The reader may satisfy himself, by substituting these values 
in the given equations, that the - in the value of y corresponds 
to the ■+ in the value of x 1 and vice versd). 

Since we obtained a quadratic to determine x 1 and since every 
quadratic has two roots, real or imaginary, we must, in order to 
make our language conform to the language of algebra, assert 
that every line meets a circle in two points, real or imaginary. 
Thus, when p is greater than r, that is to say, when the distance 
of the line from the centre Is greater than the radius, the line, 
geometrically considered, does not meet the circle ; yet we have 
seen that analysis furnishes definite imaginary values for the 
coordinates of intersection. Instead then of saying that the 
line meets the circle in no points, we shall say that it meets it in 
two imaginary points, just as we do not say that the corre- 
sponding quadratic has no roots, but that it has two imaginary 
roots. By an imaginary point we mean nothing more than a 
point, one or both of whose coordinates are imaginaiy. It is a 
purely analytical conception, which we do not attempt to repre- 
sent geometrically; just as when we find imaginary values for 
roots of an equation, we do not try to attach an arithmetical 
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meaning to otir result. But attention to these imaginary 
points is necessary to preserve generality in our reasonings, tor 
we shall presently meet with many cases in which the line 
joining two imaginary points is real, and enjoys all the geome- 
trical properties of the corresponding line in the case where the 
points are real. 

83. When = r it is evident, geometrically, that the lino 
touches the circle, and our analysis points to the same conclu- 
sion, since the two values of x in this case become c'jual, as do 
likewise the two values of y. Consequently the points answer- 
ing to these two values, which are in general different, will m 
this case coincide. We shall, therefore, not say that the tangent 
meets the circle in only one point, but rather that it meets it in 
two coincident points; just as we do not say that the corre- 
sponding quadratic has only one 1 * 0 ot, but rather that it lias two 
equal roots. And in general we define the tangent to any curve 
as the line joining two indefinitely near points on that curve . 

We can in like manner find a quadratic to determine the 
points where the line Ax + By + G meets a circle given by the 
general equation. When this quadratic has equal roots the line 
is a tangent. 

Ex. 1. Find the coordinates of the intersections of x 2 4 - ip ~ €5 ; Sr 4- y - 25. 

Ans. (7, 4) md (8, I) 

Ex. 2 . Find intersections of {x ~ c) 2 4 (y — 2c ) 2 = 2oc- ; 4x 4 ?>>/ = 

Ans. The line touches at the point (.5*?, f*r). 

Ex. 3. When will y — mx 4 b touch x 2 4 ip = r~ ? Ans. When b" — r 2 (1 4 m 1 }. 

Ex. 4. When will a line through the origin, y = mx, touch 

a (x- 4 2 xy cos to 4 if) 4 2yx 4 2/y 4 - c = 0 ? 

The points of meeting are given by the equation 

a (1 4 2m cos a> 4 m 2 ) x- 4 2 (j 4 fm) sc -4 c = 0, 
which will have equal roots when 

(y 4 fm) 2 = ac (1 4 2m cos <a 4 in 2 ). 

We have thus a quadratic for determining m. 

Ex. 5. Eind the tangents from the origin to x 2 + y- — Gx — 2 y 4-8 = 0. 

Ans. x — y -™ 0 , x 4 7y rr O, 

84. When seeking to determine the position of a circle 
represented by a given equation, it is often as convenient to do so 
by finding the intercepts which it makes on the axes, as by- 
finding its centie and radius. For a circle is known when 
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three points on it are known; the determination, therefore, of 
the four points where the circle meets the axes serves completely 
to fix its position. By making alternately ?/ = 0, x = 0 in the 
general equation of the circle, we find that the points in which 
it meets the axes are determined by the quadratics 

ax 1 4* -f c = 0, ay* -f 2 fy -f c = 0. 

The axis of x will be a tangent when the first quadratic has 
equal roots, that is, when g 2 = ac 1 and the axis of y when f l = ac. 
Conversely, if it be required to find the equation of a circle 
making intercepts X' on the axis of x ) we may take a = 1, and 
we must have 2 g = - (X + X'), c = XX'. If it make intercepts 

fi on the axis of y ) we must have 2/= — (jj, -f //), c = /u/A 
Thus we see that we must have XX' — fig! (Euc. in. 36). 

Ex. 1. Find the points where the axes are cut by x~ + y 1 — 5.v — 7y + 6 = 0. 

Ans. x = 3, x = 2 ; y — G, y = 1. 

Ex. 2. What is the equation of the circle which touches the axes at distances from 
the origin -a? An x 2 + y- — 2ax - 2 ay + a 2 = 0. 

Ex. 3. Find the equation of a circle, the axes being a tangent and any line through 
the point of contact. Here we have \ , X', all = 0 j and it is easy to sec from the 
figure that /*' — 2 r sin to, the equation therefore is 

a 2 + 2x;/ cos + y 2 — 2ry sin cv = 0. 

85. To find the equation of the tangent at the point xy to a 
given circle- 

The tangent having been defined (Art. 83) as the line joining 
two indefinitely near points on the curve, its equation will be 
found by first forming the equation of the line joining any two 
points {xy\ xy") on the curve, and then making x = x" and 
y =y" in that equation. 

To apply this to the circle: first, let the centre be the origin f 
and, therefore, the equation of the circle -f ?/ 2 = r 2 . 

The equation of the line joining any two points {xy) and 
[x n y") is (Art. 29) 

y-y ’ _y-y" . 

X — X X* — x 7 

now if we were to make in this equation y* — y" and x = the 
right-hand member would become indeterminate. The cause 
of this is, that we have not yet introduced the condition that 
the two points {xy\ xy") are on the circle . By the help of this 
condition wc shall he able to write the equation in a form which 
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will not become indeterminate when tbe two points are made to 
coincide. For, since 

r 2 = x'* + y* = a;" 2 + y"\ we have of 2 - a ;" 2 = y m - 

and therefore ~ ~ 77 • 

x — x y +y 

Hence the equation of the chord becomes 

y-y _ x -f x 

x — x' y + y " 9 

And if we now make x' = x" and y = y \ we find for the equation 
of the tangent 

x—x y 1 

or, reducing, and remembering that x >2 -f y n = r 2 , we get finally 
ccaf + yy = r 2 . 

Otherwise thus:* The equation of the chord joining two 
points on a circle may^be written 

(a; - x) [x - x") + [y-y‘){y- y ") = x‘ + f - r*. 

For this is the equation of a right line, since the terms 
x l + ?/ on each side destroy each other; and if we make x=*x\ 
y=y\ the left-hand side vanishes identically, and the right-hand 
side vanishes, since the point x’y is on the circle. In like 
manner the equation is satisfied by the coordinates x"y”. This 
then is the equation of a chord ; and the equation of the tangent 
got by making af = as", y'—y'\ is 

which reduced, gives, as before, xx' + yy* = r\ 

If we were now to transform the equations to a new origin, 
so that the coordinates of the centre should become a, we 
must substitute (Art. 8) x - a, x - a, y - /?, y — / 3 : for sc, x\ y, y\ 
respectively 5 the equation of the circle would become 
{x- af +{y-PY = r\ 
and that of the tangent 

(x - a) (»' - a) + (y-/ 3 ) (y'~P) = r s ; 
a form easily remembered from its similarity to the equation of 
the circle. 

* This method is due to Hr. Burnside. 
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Coe. The tangent is perpendicular to the radius, for the 
equation of the radius, the centre being origin, is easily seen to be 
xy —yx — Qj bat this (Art. 32) is perpendicular to xx i-yy' — r 2 . 

86. The method used in the last article may be applied to 
the general equation* 

ax z -\-2hxy + hy z J r 2gx -f 2 fy -f c = 0. 

The equation of the chord joining two points on the curve may 
be written 

a{x- x) {x — a") + 2 h (x - x') (y -y") + h{y- y f ) (y ~y") 

= ax 1 -4 2 hxy 4- by 1 + %gx -f 2 fy 4- c. 
For the equation represents a right line, the terms above the 
first degree destroying each other; and, as before, it is evidently 
satisfied by the two points on the curve xy\ x"y\ Putting 
x" = x ) ]} ’ ~y\ we get the equation of the tangent 
a{x-oc) 2 ^2h{x:-x r ){y-y)^b{^-yf—ax^^ 2hxy-\- ly z -\-2gx-\-2jy\c • 
or, expanding, 

2ax'x 4- 2 Ji [ycy + yx) + 2 by y 4- 2yx 4- 2 fy + c = ax lj r 2hxy -f by n . 
Add to both sides 2 yx -f 2// 4- c, and the right-hand side will 
vanish, because xy satisfies the equation of the curve. Thus the 
equation of the tangent becomes 

axx + h (xy 4 -y'a?) 4- by'y + < 7 [x-\- x’) +f[y 4 y') 4- c = 0. 

This equation will be more easily remembered if we compare 
it with the equation of the curve, when we see that it is derived 
from it by writing xx and y'y for x z and y 2 , xy 4- yx for 2 xy ) 
and x 4 y' + y for 2x and 2 y. 

Ex. 1. Find tiae equations of the tangents to the curves xy — d 1 and y- = pos. 

Am. x'y 4- y'x = Id* and 2 yy’ =. j> (x 4- x'). 

Ex. 2. Find fclae tangent at the point (5, 4) to (a; - 2) 2 4- {y — 3) 2 =10. 

Ans. Zx+-y — 19. 


Ex. 3. What is the equation of the chord joining the points x'y', x ,r f on the 
circle x 1 *4 y- = r* ? A ns. ( x' 4- x") x 4- (/ 4- y") y = r 2 4- *V' + y'y". 

Ex. 4. Find tUe condition that Ax +£y-h(7-Q should touch 
(*-«) 2 4-&-/3) 2 =r 2 


Act 4~ 4- C 

Am * 


r ; since the perpendicular on the line from afi is equal to r. 


* Of course when this equation represents a circle we must have b = a t h= a coses; 
hut since the process is the same, whether or not b or h have these particular values, 
we prefer in this and one or two similar cases to obtain at once formulae which wiD 
afterwards he required in our discussion of the general equation of the second degree. 

M 
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87. To draw a tangent to the circle x 2 4 ?/ = r 2 from any 
point xy'. Let the point of contact be xy\ then since, by hypo- 
thesis, the coordinates xy' satisfy the equation of the tangent at 
x we have the condition xx" 4 ?/?y" = r\ 

And since x n y" is on the circle, we have also 
x +?/ = r\ 

These two conditions are sufficient to determine the coordinates 
x \ y\ Solving the equations we get 

„ rV ± ry »] ( x ' 2 4 y 2 - r 2 ) „ _ v 2 y + rx \j [x 2 -f y n — r 9 ) 

x = » y x , 2 +y 2 ’ * 

Hence, from every point may be drawn two tangents to a circle- 
These tangents will be real when x 2 4 y n is > r\ or the point 
outside the circle; they will be imaginary when x^ + y* is <r 2 y 
or the point inside the circle ; find they will coincide when 
x 2 4 y' 2 = or the point on the circle. 

88. We have seen that the coordinates of the points of 
contact are found by solving for x and y from the equations 

xx 4 yy = r 2 ; x 2 4 y 2 = r\ 

Now the geometrical meaning of these equations evidently is f 
that these points are the intersections of the circle x 2 4 y* =* r 2 
with the right line xx 4 yy — r 2 . This, last, then is the equation 
of the right line joining the points of contact of tangents from 
the point xy ; as may also be verified by forming the equation 
of the line joining the two points whose coordinates were found 
iu the last article.* 

We see, then, that whether the tangents from xy be real or 
imaginary, the line joining their points of contact will be the real 
line xx 4 yy = r‘ 2 ? which we shall call the polar of xy ' with 
regard to the circle. This line is evidently perpendicular to the 

* In general the equation of the tangent to any curve expresses a relation con- 
necting the coordinates of any point on the tangent, with the coordinates of the 
point of contact. If we are given a point on the tangent and required to find the 
point of contact, we have only to accentuate the coordinates of the point •which is 
supposed to be known, and remove the accents from those of the point of contact, 
when we have the equation of a curve on which that point must lie, and whose 
intersection with the given curve determines the point of contact. Thus, if the 
equation of the tangent to a curve at any point he xx n 4- ?///- ~ r % , the points 
of contact of tangents drawn from any point x'ij must lie on the curve x'x - + y’y- =r r 3 , 
3t is only in the case of curves of the second degree that the equation which deter- 
mines the points of contact is similar in form to the equation of the tangent. 
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line [x'y — yx = 0), which joins xy to the centre; and Its dis- 


tance from the centre (Art. 23) is 


Hence, the polar of 


's/[x“ J ry u ) 

any point P is constructed geometrically by joining it to the 
centre (7, taking on the joining line a point d/, such that 
CM. CP~r 2 , and erecting a perpendicular to CP at M. We 
see, also, that the equation of the polar is similar in form to that 
of the tangent, only that in the former case the point xf is not 
supposed to be necessarily on the circle ; if, however, xy be on 
the circle, then its polar is the tangent at that point. 


89. To find the equation of the polar of x'y with regard to the 
curve ax 2 4 2 hxy 4 hi/ 4 2 gx 4 2 fy 4c = 0. 

We have seen (Art. 8G) that the equation of the tangent is 
cixx 4 h {xy 4 yx) 4 by’y 4 g (x 4 x 1 ) +f{y 4 y') 4 c = 0. 

This expresses a relation between the coordinates xy of any 
point on the tangent, and those of the point of contact xy. 
We indicate that the former coordinates are known and the 
latter unknown, by accentuating the former, and removing the 
accents from the latter coordinates. But the equation, being sym- 
metrical with respect to the coordinates xy ) xy\ is unchanged 
by this operation. The equation then written above (which 
when x'y is a point on the curve, represents the tangent at that 
point), when xy is not on the curve, represents a line on which 
lie the points of contact of tangents real or imaginary from xy . 

If we substitute xy for xy in the equation of the polar we 
get the same result as if we made the same substitution, in tbe 
equation of the curve. This result then vanishes when xy is on 
the curve. Hence the polar of a point passes through that point 
only when the point is on the curve, in which case the polar is 
the tangent. 

COR. The polar of the origin is gx 4 fy 4 c = 0. 

Ex. 1. Find the polar of (4, 4) with regard to (x-l) 2 -Ky-2) 3 =13. Ans. 3x+2r/=20. 

Ex. 2. Find the polar of (-1, 5) with regard to x-^y 2 - 3.c— 4y=8. Has. 5x+6^/=48. 

Ex. 3. Find the pole of Ax + By + 0= 0 with regard to x 2 + f = r 2 . 

Am, , — ~ 7 -^ , as appears from comparing the given equation with 

xx' 4- ytj = r 2 . 

Ex. 4. Find the pole of 3x + 4y = 7 with regard to x 2 4- y 2 = 14. Ans. (G, 8 ). 

Ex. 5. Find the pole of 2x + % = 8 with regard to (x - l ) 2 + (y - 2 ) 2 = 12. 

Ans. 
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90. To find the length of the tangent drawn from any point to 
the circle {x — a) 2 4 (y — /3) 2 - r 2 = 0. 

The square of the distance of any point from the centre 

= (*- «)*+(y-£j* ; 

and since this square exceeds the square of the tangent hy the 
square of the radius, the square of the tangent from any point is 
found hy substituting the coordinates of that point for x and y 
in the first member of the equation of the circle 

[x — a) 2 4 (y - - r 2 = 0. 

Since the general equation to rectangular coordinates 
a (x 2 4 y 2 ) 4 2 gx -}- 2fy 4 c = 0, 

when divided by a, is (Art. 80) equivalent to one of the form 
{x -oc) 2 4- (y — /3) 2 — r 2 = 0, 

we learn that the square of the tangent to a circle whose equa- 
tion is given in its most general form is found by dividing by 
the coefficient of x 2 , and then substituting in the equation the 
coordinates of the given point. 

The square of the tangent from the origin is found by 
making x and y = 0, and is, therefore, = the absolute term in the 
equation of the circle, divided by a . 

The same reasoning is applicable if the axes be oblique. 

*91. To find the ratio in which the line joining two given 
joints xy 1 xy \ is cut hy a given circle . 

We proceed precisely as in Art. 42. The coordinates of any 
point on the line must (Art. 7) be of the form 

lx 4 mx ly" + my 
l 4 m 5 l -j- m 

Substituting these values in the equation of the circle 
x 2 + y 2 -V = 0, 

and arranging, we have, to determine the ratio h the quadratic 
V ( x "s + y "* - r 2 ) 4- 2lm [x'x" 4- y'y” - r 2 ) 4- m 2 (a;' 2 4- y* - r *) = 0. 

The values of 7: m being determined from this equation, we have . 
at once the coordinates of the points where the right line meets 
the circle. The symmetry of the equation makes this method 
sometimes more convenient than that used (Art. 82). 
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If xy" He on the polar of xy’ : we have x’x" +y'y” — r* = 0 
(Art. 88), and the factors of the preceding equation must be of 
the form 1 4 ycm, l — pm ; the line joining xy\ xy" is therefore cut 
internally and externally in the same ratio, and we deduce the 
well-known theorem, any line drawn through a ‘point is cut har- 
monically ly the pointy the circle , and the polar of the point. 

*92. To find the equation of the tangents from a given point 
to a given circle. 

We have already (Art. 87) found the coordinates of the 
points of contact ; substituting, therefore, these values in the equa- 
tion xx" \-yy" — r z — 0, we have for the equation of one tangent 
r (xx 4 yy - x 2 - y' 2 ) 4 (xif - yx) f (x 2 4 y' 2 - r 2 ) = 0, 
and for that of the other 

r (xx 4 yy' — x 1 — y n ) — (xy — yx) \[(x 2 4 y n — r 2 ) =0. 

These two equations multiplied together give the equation of the 
pair of tangents in a form free from radicals. The preceding 
article enables us, however, to obtain this equation in a still more 
simple form. For the equation which determines l : m will have 
equal roots if the line joining xy\ xy" touch the given circle ; 
if then x'y " be any point on either of the tangents through xy\ 
its coordinates must satisfy the condition 

(x 2 4 y 2 — r 2 ) (x 2 y 2 — r 2 ) = (xx 4 yy - r 2 ) 2 . 

This, therefore, is the equation of the pair of tangents through 
the point xy'. It is not difficult to prove that this equation is 
identical with that obtained by the method first indicated. 

The process used in this and the preceding article is equally 
applicable to the general equation. We find in precisely the 
same way that l : m is determined from the quadratic 

l 1 (ax" 2 4 2 hx"y" 4 ly 2 4 2 gz" 4 W 4 c) 

4 2 Im [ax'x" 4 h (x'y" 4 x'y) 4 hy'y' J r g(x ,J t x") J rf(f 4 y”) 4 c } 
4 m 2 (ax 2 4 2 hx'y' 4 ly* 4 2 gx' 4 2 \fy 4c) = 0; 

from which we infer, as before, that when x"y" lies on the polar 
of x'y ' the line joining these points is cut harmonically; and also 
that the equation of the pair of tangents from x'y' is 
(ax 2 4 2Aa?y 4 ly 2j t %gx' + 4c) (ax 2 4 Zhxy+by 2 - +2gx+2fy 4c) 

= {ax'x 4 h (xy 4 xy') 4 lyy +g (x 4 x') 4 f(y+y') + c}\ 
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93 . To find the equation of a circle passing through three 
given points. 

We have -only to write down the general equation 
of 4- ?/ 4* 2 gx 4 2/y + c = 0, 

and then substituting in it, successively, the coordinates of each 
of the given points, we have three equations to determine the 
three unknown quantities <7, /, c. We might also obtain the 
equation by determining the coordinates of the centre and the 
radius, as in Ex. 5, p. 4. 

Ex. 1. Eind the circle through (2, 3), (4, 5), (6, 1). 

Ans\ (x — If) 2 + 0/ — £-) 2 = «p (see p. 4). 
Ex. 2. Eind the circle through the origin and through (2, 3) and (3, 4). 

Here c = 0, and we have l3 + 4g + (>/'= 0, 25 + Gy + 8/= 0, whence '2<j = - 23. 2/= 1 1. 

Ex. 3. Taking the same axes as in Art. 48, Ex. 1, find the equation of the circle 
through the origin and through the middle points of bides $ and show that it also 
passes through the middle point of base. 

Ans. 2p ( x 2 + if) — p (s — s') x — (p 2 + ss') y =s 0. 

* 94 . To express the equation of the circle through three points 
&'y\ oc"y"j x n, y ,n in terms of the coordinates of those points . 

We have to substitute in 

x 2 + y* + 2 gx 4 2 fy 4- c = 0, 
the values of g : /j 0 derived from 

(#' 2 -f y' 2 ) 4- 2gx 4 2/y 4-c = 0, 

(x 2 4 y 1 ) 4- 2/yr" -4 4- c = 0, 

(x m 4 f f2 ) 4 2 gx”' 4- 2 fif 4* c = 0. 

Tbe result of thus eliminating g, f c between these four equa- 
tions will be found to be* 

+y l ){* W'-ir) + 9r [tr-tf) + x m w -/)} 

- (*' 3 + y z ) {*" (f -y )+ (; y -y") + x {y" - /')} 

+ (*" 2 +y” 2 ) -y') + * ( 3 / -/")+»' {y’"-y )} 

- (x'"* + y" n ) {x [y -y")Jr x’ [y" -y ) + x" (y ~y ))=0, 

as may be seen by multiplying each of the four equations by 
the quantities which multiply (x 2 + y l ) &c. in the last written 
equation, and adding them together, when the quantities multi- 
plying y,f, c will be found to vanish identically. 

* The reader who is acquainted with the determinant notation will at once sec how 
the equation of the circle may be written in the form of a determinant. 
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If it were required to find the condition that J 

should lie on a circle, we have only to write w.p V .» J 

in the last equation. It is easy to see that the lollop nf ^ 1 ^ 
geometrical interpretation of the resulting condition. ^ * 

Gj D be any four points on a circle, and O any filth J >mu * 
arbitrarily, and if we denote by BCD the area of fh« fi -• * 
BCD , &e., then 

OA\BCD + OC\ABD = OB\ACD + OD\A 


95. We shall conclude this chapter by showing h° w *** * 4Ut 
the polar aquation of a circle. 

We may either obtain it by substituting* for ;r, p nu ] 

for y, p sin 0 (Art. 12), in cither of the equations of tint *'in i,r 
already given, 

a [a? h- y 2 ) + 2 (jx + 2 fy *f c = 0, or [x — a)~ -i- (jf ~~ f'h' ^ * 

or else wc may find it independently, from the definition <4 th^ 
circle, as follows : 

Let 0 be the pole, C the centre of the circle, and O f the 
fixed axis; let the distance OC- d 7 v -jr 

and let OP be any radius vector, and, P ^ 

therefore, = p, and the angle POC- 0 7 ■ 

then we have Q * , y 

PC 2 ~OP 2 + OC 2 -20P.0CcosP0C, 

that is, r~ — p“ ~f of 2 — 2pc? cos 0, 

or p 2 - 2 dp cos 0 -f cZ 2 — r 2 — O. 

This, therefore, is the polar equation of the circle. 

If the fixed axis did not coincide with O CJ 7 but made with it 
any angle a, the equation would be, as in Art. 44, 

p 2 — 2 dp cos (0 - a) 4- d 2 — r* = O. 

If we suppose the pole on the circle, the equation will to he a 
simpler form, for then r = d 7 and the equation will be reduced to 

p = 2r cos 0 7 

a result which we might have also obtained at once geometrically 
from tbe property that the angle in a semicircle Is right ; or mlm: 
by substituting for x and y their polar values in the eqitiilwiti 
(Art. 7 0) a? + y 2 — 2 rx< 
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THEOREMS AND EXAMPLES OX THE CIRCLE. 

96. Having in tlie last chapter shown how to form the 
equations of the circle, and of the most remarkable lines related 
to it, we proceed in this chapter to illustrate these equations by 
examples, and to apply them to the establishment of some of 
the principal properties of the circle. We recommend the 
reader first to refer to the answers to the examples of Art. 49, 
to examine in each case whether the equation represents a circle, 
and if so to determine its position either (Art. 60) by finding 
the coordinates of the centre and the radius, or (Art. 84) by 
finding the points where the circle meets the axes. We add a 
few more examples of circular loci. 

Ex. 1. Given base and vertical angle, find tlie locus of vertex, the axes having 
any position. 

Let the coordinates of the extremities of base be x'y', x"y”. Let the equation . 
of one side be 

y — y' = m(x — x r ), 

then the equation of the other side, making with this the angle C , will be (Art. 33) 

(I + m tan C) (y — y") = (m — tan C) {x — x"). 

Eliminating m, the equation of the locus is 

tan <7 {{y — y') {y — y") + (x — x’) (x — x")} + x (y' —y”) — y (x' — x") + x’y” — y r x" = 0. 

If C be a right angle, the equations of the sides are 

y-y' = m (x - x') ; m (y - y") + (x - x") =0, 
and that of the locus 

(y~y') (y- y") + (* — x') (x - x") = o. 

Ex. 2. Given base and vertical angle, find the locus of the intersection of perpen- 
diculars of the triangle. 

The equations of the perpendiculars to the sides are 
m (y — y") + (# — x”) = 0, (m — tan C ) {y — y*) + (1 + m tan 0 ) (x — x') = 0, 
Eliminating m, the equation of the locus is 

f® 11 C {(2/ *“ y') (y — y') 4- (x — x') (x — x")} = X (if — y") — y (x' — x") + x’y n — y’x" ; 
an equation which only differs from that of the last article by the sign of tan C t and 
which is therefore the locus we should have found for the vertex had we been given 
the same base and a vertical angle equal to the supplement of the given one. 

Ex. 3. Given any number of points, to find locus of a point such that m f time® 
square of its distance from the first + m" times square of its distance from the second 
4* <fcc. = a constant ; or (adopting the notation used in Ex. 4, p. 49) such that X (mr 3 ) 
may be constant. 
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The equate of the distance of any point xy from x*y’ is ( x — x *)- 4- (y — y') 2 . 
Multiply this by m\ and add it to the corresponding terms found by expressing the 
distance of the' point xy from the other points x”y'\ &c. If we adopt the notation 
of p. 49, we may write for the equation of the locus 

£ (m) x 1 + 2, (m) y 2 — 2£ (mx f ) x — 2£ (my*) y 4- £ (mx' 2 ) + £ (rny n ) = C, 
Hence the locus will be a circle, the coordinates of whose centre will be 
£ (mx f ) £ (mu') 

,= IM' « = -zW’ 

that is to say, the centre will be the point which, in p. 50, was called the centre of 
mean position of the given points. 

If we investigate the value of the radius of this circle we shall find 

R 2 2 (m) = £ M - £ (mp 2 )> 

•where £ (mr 2 ) = C — sum of m times square of distance of each of the given points 
from any point on the circle, and £ (nip 2 ) = sum of m times square of distance of 
each point from the centre of mean position. 

Ex. 4. Find the locus of a point 0 , such that if parallels be drawn through it 
to the three sides of a triangle, meeting them in points B % C ; C', A ' ; A", B" ; the 
eum may be given of the three rectangles 

BO.OC + C , O.OA r + A"O.OB". 

Taking two sides for axes, the equation of the locus is 

x[ a -x-ly) + y[b-s- i -x) + C ^ = m\ 
or x 2 + y 2 + 2xy cos C — ax — by + m z = 0. 

Tliis represents a circle, which, as is easily seen, is concentric with the circumscribing 
circle, the coordinates of the centre in both cases being given by the equations 
2 (a + £ cos C) - a, 2 (/? 4 a cos C) =2 b. These last two equations enable us to solve 
the problem to find the locus of the centre of circumscribing circle, when two sides 
of a triangle are given in position, and any relation connecting their lengths is given. 

Ex. 5. Find the locus of a point 0, if the line joining it to a fixed point makes the 
same intercept on the axis of # as is made on the axis of y by a perpendicular through 
O to the joining line. 

Ex. 6. Find the locus of a point such that if it be joined to the vertices of a 
triangle, and perpendiculars to the joining lineB erected at the vertices, these perpen- 
diculars meet in a point. 

97. We shall next give one or two examples involving the 
problem of Art. 82, to find the coordinates of the points where 
a given line meets a given circle. 

Ex. 1. To find the locus of the middle points of chords of a given circle drawn 
parallel to a given line. 

Let the equation of any of the parallel chords be 

x cos a 4- y sin a — p — 0, 

where a is, by hypothesis, given, and j> is indeterminate; the absciss® of the- points 
where this line meets the circle are (Art. 82) found from the equation 
x 2 — 2 px cos« + p 2 — r 2 sin* a — 0, 

How, if the roots of this equation be x' and x", the x of the middle point of the 

N 



* sin 5 «, y" + y'" = sin «, y"y"’ ~ cos<ta ' 
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cW -will (Art. 7) be | (*' + *> or, from ftc 

In like manner, the y of the middle point will erju. i ( ‘ n6rT>en diculaf 

of the locus is y = x tana, that is, a right line drawn through the cuit *P er P e 
to the system of parallel chords, since « is the angle made with U* axis of - by 
a perpendicular to any of the chords. 

Ex. 2. To find the condition that the intercept made by the circle on the 1«W> 
x cos« 4- y since = p 

should subtend a right angle at the point x'y\ . . . _ „?>*.** 

We found (Art. 96, Ex. 1) the condition that the lines joining the pom 

x »y> to xy should be at right angles to each other ; viz. 

(x - x") (* - x'") + (y - 

Xet x'Y, x"T be the points where the line meets the circle, then, t5lD 
last example, 

x" 4- x ,n = 2 p cos a, x”x"' =p 1 — s 

Putting in these values, the required condition is 

x n + yt - 2p X ' cos a - 2py' sin a 4- 2p 2 - r 2 = 0. 

Ex. 3. To find the locus of the middle point of a chord which subtends a right 

angle at a given point. , « , 

If x and y be the coordinates of the middle point, we have, by Ex. 1, 

p cosa = x, p sin a~y, P 1 = x~ + V 2 1 

and, substituting these values, the condition found in the last example becomes 
(a? - xy 4* (y — y f ? + x 1 + V 1 = r2 * 

Ex. 4. Given aline and a circle, to find a point such that if any chord be drawn 
through it, and perpendiculars let fall from its extremities on the given im » 
rectangle under these perpendiculars may be constant. . , 

Take the given line for axis of a, and let the axis . of y be the perpcndie vilar 
it from the centre of the given circle, whose equation will then be 

Let the coordinates of the sought point be x r y'> then the equation of way 
through it will be y-y' = m{x-x'). Eliminate a; between these two equations 
and we get a quadratic for y, the product of whose roots will be found to be 
(y — mx') 2 - f m 2 (/3 2 — r 2 ) 

r+ m 2 

This will not be independent of m unless the numerator be divisible by 1 + 
it will be found that this cannot he the case unless x' = 0, y’ 2 " £ 2 — r 2 . 

Ex. 5. To find the condition that the intercept made on x cos a 4- y s ^ rA ** & 

by the circle 

x 2 4- y 2 4- 2 gx 4- 2/y 4- o = 0 

may subtend a right angle at the origin. The equation of the pair of lines joining 
the extremities of the chord to the origin may be written down at once. Eor if w© 
multiply the terms of the second degree in the equation of the circle by p 2 , th ose o~ 
the first degree by p (x cos a 4- y sin a), and the absolute term by ( x cos a + y Bin a) f 
we get an equation homogeneous in x and y, which therefore represents right lines 
drawn through the origin 5 and it is satisfied by those points on the circle for which 
x cos a 4 * y sin a —p. The equation expanded and arranged is 
(p 2 4 - 2 gj) cos a 4 - c cos 2 a) x 2 + 2 [gp sin a +jp cos a + c sin a cos a) xy 

4- (p 2 4- 2 fp sin a + c sin 2 a) y 2 = 0. 
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These two lines cut at right angles (An. 74) if 

2p 2 4- 2 p (g cos a -\-f sin a) + c = 0. 

Ex. 6. To find the locus of the foot of the perpendicular from the origin on a 
chord which subtends a right angle at the origin. The polar coordinates of the locus 
are/; and a in the equation last found; and the equation of the locus is therefore 

2 [x- + y 1 ) + 2 <jx 4- %fy 4- c — 0. 

It will be found on examination that this is the same circle as in Ex. 3. 

Ex. 7. If any chord be drawn through a fixed point on a diameter of a circle and 
its extremities joined to either end of the diameter, the joining lines cut off on the 
tangent at the other end portions whose recwngle is constant. 

Eind, as in Ex, 5, the equation of the lines joining to the oiigin the intersections 
of se® + y 1 - 2 rx with the chord y = m(x-x') which passes through the fixed point 
O', 0). The intercepts on the tangent are found by putting x - 2r in this equation 
and seeking the corresponding values of y. The product of these values will be 

found to be independent of m, viz. 4r* — . 

98. We shall next obtain from the equations (Art. 88) a few 
of the properties of poles and polars. 

If a point A lie on the polar of B, then B lies on the polar of A. 
For the condition that x'y' should lie on the polar of x"y" is 
afx" + y'y" = r 2 ; but this is also the condition that the point 
x'y' should lie on the polar of x'y. It .is equally true if we 
use the general equation (Art. 89) that the result of substituting 
the coordinates x" y" in the equation of the polar of x'y' is the 
same as that of substituting the coordinates of x'y in tbe polar 
of x'y". This theorem then, and those which follow, are true 
of all curves of the second degree. It may be otherwise stated 
tb us : if the polar of B pass through a fixed point A 7 the locus of 
Jj is the polar of A . 

99. Given a circle and a triangle AB C, if we take the polars 
with respect to the circle of A , B , C, we form a new triangle 
A' B' O' called the conjugate triangle, A! being the pole of BC, 
If of CA, and C' of AB. In the particular case where the polars 
o£ A , If, C respectively are BO, CA, AB, the second triangle 
coincides with the first, and the triangle is called a self-conjugate 
triangle. 

The lines A A', BB', CC', joining the corresponding, vertices of 
a triangle and of its conjugate , meet m a point 

The equation of the line joining the point xtj to the inter- 
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section of the two lines xx"+yf'— r 2 = 0 and xx" /j r yf" — r 2 = 0 
is (Art. 40, Ex. 3) 

Ad', fcV" + y'y"' - t 1 ) (xx" + yy" - r 2 ) 

— (a; V' -f y'y" - r 2 ) (^ //r + — r 2 ) = 0. 

In like manner 

BB\ [x'x" + y'y" - r*) (xx'" + yy"' - r 2 ) 

-(x''x'" + y"y'''-r*) (xx' + yf - r 2 ) = 0 
and <7<7, (a*V" + y"y'" - r 2 ) + yy' - r 2 ) 

- (x'x "' -f y'y'" — O (^"4^'-r 2 ) = 0; 

and by Art. 41 these Fines must pass through the same point. 

The following is a particular case of the theorem just proved: 
If a circle be inscribed in a triangle , and each vertex of the tri- 
angle joined to the point of contact of the circle with the opposite 
side , the three joining lines will meet in a point . 

The proof just given applies equally if we use the general 
equation. If we write for shortness P t = 0 for the equation of 
the polar of x'y\ (ax'x 4-&c.=0) ; and in like manner P, 2l P 8 for 
the polars of x'y'\ x"'y'" • and if we write [1, 2] for the result of 
substituting the coordinates x'y' in the polar of x'yj (ax'x'+& c.), 
then the equations are easily seen to be 

AA' [1, 3] P 2 = [1, 2]i>„ 

BB' [l,2]P a =[2, 3]P t , 

CG' [2, 3]P, = [1,3]P 2 , 

which denote three lines meeting in a point. It follows (Art. GO, 
Ex. 3) that the intersections of corresponding sides of a triangle 
and its conjugate lie in one right line. 


100. Given any point 0 , and any two lines through it j join 
loth directly and transversely the points in which these lines meet 
a circle ; then , if the direct lines intersect each other in P and the 
transverse in Q, the line PQ will be the polar of the point 0 with 
regard to the circle . 

Take the two fixed lines for axes, and let the intercepts made 
on them by the circle be A and A', \x and Then 


! + £-i=o, S + 4-i=o 

A to 7 A u! 
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will be the equations of the direct lines ; and 

l + i-1-0, | + 

X fA 7 X fA 

the equations of the transverse lines. Now, the equation of the 
line PQ will be 

x x y y A _ 

r-+w + - + 4-2 = 0, 

X X fA fA 

for (see Art. 40) this line passes through the intersection of 


x y 

zr 4 ~ 

X fA 


h 



-1, 


and also of ~ 4 ^ 7 - 1 , ? 4 - ~ 1 . 

X p 1 X fA 


If the equation of the curve be 

ax 2 4 2 Ary 4 5y a 4 tyx 4 2/y 4 c = 0, 

X and X' are determined from the equation ax 2 4 4 c = 0 

(Art. 84), therefore, 


l +1 

X + V 



and 



2 / 


Hence, equation of PQ is 

9 X +fy 4 0 = 0 ; 

but we saw (Art. 89) that this was the equation of the polar of 
the origin 0 . Hence it appears that if the point 0 were given, 
and the two lines through it were not fixed, the locus of the 
points P and Q would be the polar of the point 0 . 


101. Given any two points A and B, and their polars with 

respect to a circle whose centre is 0 ; let fall a perpendicular AP 

from A on the polar of B, and a perpendicular BQ from B on the 

1 s a si OA OB 
polar of A , then -jp = ^ . 

The equation of the polar of A ( xy ) is xx' -h yy f — r* = 0 ; and 
BQ, the perpendicular on this line from B(x"y"), is (Ait. 34) 

x'x" + y'y"-rf 

9 

Hence, since f{pe 9 + if 2 ) = OA , we find 

0A.BQ~x'x"+y'y"-r 9 i 
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and, for the same reason, 

OB. AP = x'x" 4 y'y” 


Hence 


OA __ OB 
AP" BQ* 



102. In working out questions on tlie circle it is often con- 
venient, instead of denoting the position of a point on the cuive 
by its two coordinates xy' 7 to express both these in terms of a 
single independent variable. Thus, let 6' be the angle which 
the radius to x'y makes with the axis of x 7 then x' ~r 
y — r sin 0', and on substituting these values our formulas will 
generally become simplified. 

The equation of the tangent at the point xy will hy this sub- 
stitution become 

x cos 6' + y sin 0' = r ; 

and the equation of the chord joining x'y, x"y" 7 which (Art. 8S, 
Ex. 3) is 

® (a/ + x ") + ytf + y") = r* + x'x" + 
will, by a similar substitution, become 

a; cosi- {&' + &') + y sin* [6' + &') = r cos£ ( 6' - 6") 7 
6' and 0" being the angles which radii drawn to the extremities 
of the chord make with the axis of x . 

This equation might also have been obtained directly from 
the general equation of a right line (Art. 23) x cos a + y sin a«/j, 
for the angle which the perpendicular on the chord makes with 
the axis is plainly half the sum of the angles made with the axis 
by radii to its extremities, and the perpendicular on the chord 

= r cos^ (#'— 0"). 

Ex. 1. To find the coordinates of the intersection of tangents at two given points 
on the circle. The tangents being 

x cos 0' + y sin 0' — r } x cos 0" -f- y sin 0" = r, 
the coordinates of their intersection are 

cos h (0' + 0") sin Z (6 f + 0") 

r cos Hfl'-e’r y_r cosi(e'-u'V 

Ex. 2. To find the locus of tlie intersection of tangents at the extremities of 
a chord -whose length is constant. 

Making the substitution of this article in 

(z' - x”f + (/ — y")- = constant, 

it reduces to cos (O' - 6") ~ constant, or 0' — 6" = constant. If the given length of 
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the chord be 2;* sin 0, then 0' - 0" = 20. The coordinates therefore found in the last 
example fulfil the condition 

(a; 2 + if) cos 2 <5 = r 2 . 

Ex. 3. What is the locus of a point where a chord of a constant length is cut 
in a given ratio? 

Writing down (Art. 7) the coordinates of the point where the chord is cut in a 
given ratio, it will be found that they satisfy the condition x 2 + if = constant. 

103. We have seen that the tangent to any circle a? 2 -f y 2 ~f* 
has an equation of the form 

x cos 6 + y sin 9 = r ; 

and it can be proved, in like manner, that the equation of the 
tangent to [x — a) 2 -f (y — /3 f = f £ may be written 

[x — a) cos 6 4 [y — /3) sin 9 = r . 

Conversely, then, if the equation of any right line contain an 
indeterminate d in the form 

(x — a ) cos 6 + [y — /3) sin 0 = r, 
that line will touch the circle [x — a) 2 -1- [y - /3) 2 = r 2 . 

Ex. 1. If a chord of a constant length be inscribed in a circle, it will always touch 
another circle. Eor, in the equation of the chord 

x cos % (0' + 0") + y sin \ (0' + 6") = r cos £ (0' — 0 ") ; 
by the last article, 0' — 0" is known, and 0' 4- d" indeterminate ; the chord, therefore, 
always touches the circle 

x 1 + y 1 = r- cos 2 0. 

Ex. 2. Given any number of points, if a right line be such that m' times the 
perpendicular on it from the first point + m" times the perpendicular from the second 
-f &o. be constant, the line will always touch a circle. 

This only differs from Ex. 4, p. 49, in that the sum, in place of being = 0, is con- 
stant. Adopting then the notation of that Article, instead of the equation there found, 
{xZ (to) — X (nix’)} cos a + {yZ (m) — Z (my')} sin a = 0, 
we have only to write 

{xZm - Z (mx')j cos a + [yZ (m) - Z (my')} sin a = constant. 

Hence this line must always touch the circle 

{- S' 5 — 

whose centre is the centre of mean position of the given points. 

104. We shall conclude this chapter with some examples of 
the use of polar coordinates. 

Ex. 1. If through a fixed point any chord of a circle be drawn, the rectangle 
under its segments will be constant ( Euclid nr. 35, 36). 

Take the fixed point for the pole, and the polar equation is (Art. 95) 

p 2 - 2pd cosd + d? ~r 2 = 0$ * 
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tie roots of which equation in p are evidently OP, OP', the values of the rains 
vector answering to any given value of 6 or POO, 

Now, by the theory of equations, OP . OP', the product of these roots will 
— cP — r 2 , a quantity independent of 0, and therefore constant, whatever he the 
direction in which the line OP is drawn. If the point 0 be outside the circle, it 
is plain that d 2 — r 2 must be = the square of the tangent. 


Ex. 2. If through a fixed point 0 any chord of a circle be drawn, and OQ taken 
an arithmetic mean between the segments OP, OP', to find the locus of Q. 

We have OP + OP', or the sum of the roots of the quadratic in the last example, 
~2d cos 0 } but OP + OP' = WQ, therefore 
OQ, = d cos 0. 

Hence the polar equation of the Iocub is 
p = d cos 0. 

Now it appears from the final equation (Art. 95) 
that this is the equation of a circle described on 
the line OC as diameter. 

The question in this example might have been otherwise stated : u To find the 
locus of the middle points of chords which all pass through a fixed point." 



Ex. 3. If the line OQ had been taken a harmonic mean between OP and OP* 
to find the locus of Q. 

That is to say, 0Q= tut OP .OP’ = <P - r 2 , and OP + OP’ = 2d cos 6 } 

therefore the polar equation of the locus is 


d 2 -r 2 _ d 2 — r 2 

r d cos 0 1 r d 

This is the equation of a right line (Art. 44) perpendicular to 00, and at m 
distance from 0 = d— and, therefore, at a distance from C= j * Hence (Art. 88) 
the locus is the polar of the point 0. 

We can, in like manner, solve this and similar questions when the equation is 
given in the form 

a ( ; x 2 + y 2 ) 4- 2 \gx + 2 fy + c = 0, 


for, transforming to polar coordinates, the equation becomes 

p 2 + 2 (- cos 04-^* sin d) p+- — 0, 
r \a a J r a 

and, proceeding precisely as in this example, we find, for the locus of harmonic means, 

c 

^ g cos 0 +/ sin 0 9 

and, returning to rectangular coordinates, the equation of the locus is 
gx 4- fy 4- c = 0, 

the same as the equation of the polar obtained already (Art. 89). 

Ex. 4. Given a point and a right line or circle ; if on OP the radius vector to the 
line or circle a part OQ he taken inversely as OP, find the locus of Q. 

Ex. 5. Given vertex and vertical angle of a triangle and rectangle under sides, 
if one extremity of the base describe a right line or a circle, find the locus described 
by the other extremity. 

Take the vertex for pole ; let the lengths of the sides be p and p% and the angles 
they make with the axis 0 and 0', then we have pp' = and 0 d' = C, 
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The student must write down, the polar equation of the locus which one base angle 
is said to describe ; this will give him a relation between p and 0 ; then, writing for p, 
£2 

*- 7 , and for d, C 4 * 6\ he will find a relation between / and 6', which will be the 

polar equation of the locus described by the other base angle. 

This example might be solved in like manner, if the ratio of the sides, instead 
of their rectangle, had been given. 

Ex. 6 . Through the intersection of two circles a right line is drawn; find the 
locus of the middle point of the portion intercepted between the circles. 

The equations of the circles will be of the form 

p = 2r cos (0 — n) ; p = 2 r r cos (0 — a') ; 
and the equation of the locus will be 

P — V cos (0 — a) -f r' cos (0 — a') ; 
which also represents a circle. 

Ex. 7. If through any point 0, on the circumference of a circle, any three chords 
be drawn, and on each, as diameter, a circle be described, these three circles (which, 
of course, all pass through 0) will intersect in three other points, which lie in on® 
right line (See Cambridge Mathematical Journal, vol. I. p. 169). 

Take the fixed point 0 for pole, then if d be the diameter of the original circle, 
its polar equation will be (Art. 95) 

p = d cos 0 . 

In like manner, if the diameter of one of the other circles make an angle a with th® 
fixed axis, its length will be = d cos a, and the equation of thi3 circle will be 

p — d cos a cos (0 — a). 

The equation of another circle will, in like manner, be 
p-d cos/3 cos(0 — ft). 

To find the polar coordinates of the point of intersection of these two, we should 
seek what value of 0 would render 

cos a cos (0 — a) = cos ft cos (0 - ft), 

and it is easy to find that 6 must — a + ft, and the corresponding value of 
p-d cos a cos ft. 

Similarly, the polar coordinates of the intersection of the first and third circles are 
0 = a + y, and p~dcosa cos y. 

Now, to find the polar equation of the line joining these two points, take the 
general equation of a right line, p cos {k — 6) = p (Art. 44), and substitute in it suc- 
cessively these values of 0 and p, and we shall get two equations to determine p 
and k. We shall get 

p =: d cos Ct COB ft cos {&-(<* + ft)} = d cos a cos y cos {k - (a + y)}. 

Hence k=a + ft + y, and p = d cos a cos ft cos y. 

The symmetry of these values shows that it is the same right line which joins 
the intersections of the first and second, and of the second and third circles, and, 
therefore, that the three points are in a right line. 


CHAPTER VIII. 


PROPERTIES OP A SYSTEM OF TWO OR MORE CIRCLES. 

105. To find the equation of the chord of intersection of two 
circles . 

If 8 = 0, $' = 0 be the equations of two circles, then any 
equation of the form 8+ kS' = 0 will be the equation of a figure 
passing through their points of intersection (Art. 40). 

Let us write down the equations 

8 = {z-ay + to-P)*-*~Q, 

S' = (x - a') 2 + (y- - jS')*- - - 0, 

and it is evident that the equation 8 + JcS' = 0 will in general 
represent a circle, since the coefficient of cc.y=- 0, and that of 
x 11 = that of y 1 . There is one case, however, where it will re- 
present a right line, namely, when 7c = — 1. The terms of the 
second degree then vanish, and the equation becomes 

B-8’=Z{<£-*)x + %[P-P)y + ^-? + a % -(F + F-F=0. 
This is, therefore, the equation of the right line passing through 
the points of intersection of the two circles. 

What has been proved in this article may be stated as in 
Art. 50. If the equation of a circle be of the form 8 + JcS' = 0 
involving an indeterminate 7c in the first degree, the circle passes 
through two fixed points, namely, the two points common to the 
circles 8 and 8'. 

106. The points common to the circles S and S' are found 
by seeking, as in Art. 82, the points in which the line 8 — 8' 
meets either of the given circles. These points will be real, co- 
incident, or imaginary, according to the nature of the roots of 
the resulting equation ; but it is remarkable that, whether the 
circles meet in real or imaginary points, the equation of the 
chord of intersection, 5'— S' — 0, always represents a real line, 
having important geometrical properties in relation to the two 
circles. This is in conformity with our assertion (Art. 82), that 
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tli 8 line joining two points may preserve its existence and its 
properties when these points have become imaginary. 

In order to avoid the harshness of calling the line S— S\ the 
chord of intersection in the case where the circles do not 
•geometrically appear to intersect, it has been called* the radical 
axis of the two circles. 

107. We saw (Art. 90) that if the coordinates of any point 
xy be substituted in $, it represents the square of the tangent 
drawn to the circle 8 from the point xy. So also S' is the 
square of the tangent drawn to the circle S' ; hence the equation 
8 — S' — 0 asserts, that if from any point on the radical axis 
tangents he drawn to the two circles , these tangents will he equal . 

The line (S— S') possesses this property whether the circles 
meet in real points or not. When the circles do not meet in 
real points, the position of the radical axis is determined geome- 
trically by cutting the line joining their centres, so that the 
difference of the squares of the parts may = the difference of the 
squares of the radii, and erecting a perpendicular at this point ; 
as is evident, since the tangents from this point must be equal 
to each other. 

Iff it were required to find the locus of a point whence tan- 
gents to two circles have a given ratio , it appears, from Art. 90, 
that the equation of the locus will be S-JdS'= 0, which (Art. 105) 
represents a circle passing through the real or imaginary points 
of intersection of S and S'. W T hen the circles S and S' do not 
intersect in real points, we may express the relation which they 
bear to the circle S— Ic £ S\ by saying that the three circles have 
a common radical axis. 

Ex. Find the coordinates of the centre, and the radius of kS + tS f . 

Ans. Coordinates are 4 ’ ^ , ^7 —r} that is to say, the line joining the centres 
K L fy 4- l 

of 3, S' is divided in the ratio k : 1. Radius is given by the equation 
(k + Ifr "* = (k + l) (?cr* + lv'~) - kll)\ 
where I) is the distance between the centres of S and S'. 

108. Owen any three circles , if we take the radical axis of 
each pair of circles , these three lines will meet in a pointy which 
is called the radical centre of the three circles . 


* By M. Gaultier, of Tours {Journal de V ikcole Polytechnique , Cahier XVI. 1818). 
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For the equations of the three radical axes are 

£-£' = 0, £'-£" = 0, &"~>S = 0, 

which, by Art 41, meet in a point. 

From this theorem we immediately derive the following: 

If several circles pass through two fixed points , their chords of 
intersection with a fixed circle will pass through a fixed point. 

For, imagine one circle through the two given points to be 
fixed, then its chord of intersection with the given circle will bo 
fixed; and its chord of intersection with any variable circle 
drawn through the given points will plainly be the fixed line join- 
ing the two given i points. These two lines determine by their 
intersection a fixea i/oint through which the chord of intersection 
of the variable m^cle with the first given circle must pass. 

Ex. l^ind p^/rkdical axis of 

* + y 2 — 4x — by -I- 7 = 0 ; x 2 + y 2 4- Ox + 8y — 9 = 0. 

Ana. lOx 4 - 1 % = 16 . 

ad tlie radical centre of 

-lp + (y-2) 2 = 7; (x — 3) 2 + y 2 = b } {x + 4) 2 + (y + l) 2 = 9. 

Ana. (— — ii). 

*109. A system of circles having a common radical axis 
/possesses many remarkable properties, which are more easily 
investigated by taking the radical axis for the axis of y, and the 
line joining the centres for the axis of x . Then the equation of 
any circle will be 

x 2 4 - y l — ikx ± S 2 =• 0 , 



where S 2 is the same for all the circles of the system, and the 
equations of the different circles are obtained by giving different 
values to k. For it is evident (Art. 80) that the centre is on 
the axis of x , at the variable distance 7c ; and if we make x = O 
in the equation, we see that no matter what the value of 7c may 
be, the circle passes through the fixed points on the axis of y, 
y l ±8 — 0. These points are imaginary when we give 8* the 
sign +, and real when we give it the sign — . 


*110. The polars of a given point, with regard to a system of 
circles having a common radical axis , always pass through & 
fixed point. 

The equation of the polar of ocy with regard to 

27cx+ S a = 0 3 
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is (Art. 89) xx -f yy — 7c (sc 4- x') 4- S 2 = 0 ; 

therefore, since this involves the indeterminate h in the first 
degree, the line will alwa) T s pass through the intersection of 
xx 4- yy -f S 2 = 0, and x 4- x' = 0. 

* 111 . There can ahcays he found two points , however , such 
that their polar s, with reyard to any of the circles , will not only 
pass through a fixed pointy hut will he altogether fixed. 

This will happen when xx' 4- yy 4 - S 2 = 0 and x+x' — O re- 
present the same right line, for this right line will then be the 
polar whatever the value of h. But that this should be the case 
we must have 

y' == 0 and x' 2 = 8 2 , or x ~ ±8. - / 

The two points whose coordinates have been just found* have 
many remarkable properties in the theory of these circles, and 
are such that the polar of either of them, with regard to any of 
the circles, is a line drawn through the other, perpendicular to 
the line of centres. These points are real when the circles of 
the system have common two imaginary points, and imaginary 
when they have real points common. 

The equation of the circle may be written in the form 

y z 4- (a* - k) 2 = !c l — 8 2 , 

which evidently cannot represent a real circle if F be less than 
S 2 ; and if F = 8 2 , then the equation' (Art. 80) will represent a 
circle of infinitely small radius, the coordinates of whose centre 
are y = 0, x = ± 8. Hence the points just found may themselves 
be considered as circles of the system, and have, accordingly, 
been termed by Poncelet* the limiting points of the system of 
circles. 

*112. If from any point on the radical axis we draw tan- 
gents to all these circles, the locus of the point of contact must 
be a circle, since we proved (Art. 107) that all these tangents 
were equal. It is evident, also, that this circle cuts any of the 
given system at right angles, since its radii are tangents to the 
given system. The equation of this circle can be readily found. 


* Traits des Propriety Projectives, p. 41. 
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The square of the tangent from any point (#=0, y=A) to the 
circle 

x* ~f y 2 — 2lcx 4- S’ 2 = 0, 

being found by substituting these coordinates in this equation 
is V + S 2 ; and the circle whose centre Is the point (x = 0, y = A), 
and whose radius squared =K 1 -\ r S 2 , must have for its equation 
x z + (y — hf = h 2 -f 
or x 2 4 y 2 — 2 Tiy ~ S 2 . 

Hence, whatever be the point taken on the radical axis [i.e, 
whatever the value of h may be), still this circle will always pass 
through the fixed points (y=0, x = ± S) found in the last Article. 
And we infer that all circles which cut the given system at right 
angles pass through the limiting points of the system . 

Ex. 1. Find tlie condition that two circles 

x~ + if + 2 gx 4 2fy 4 c = 0, x 2 4 y 2 4 2g’x 4 2 fy 4 c' = 0 
should cut at right angles. Expressing that the square of the distance between the 
centres is equal to the sum of the squares of tlie radii, we have 

(9 - 9? + (f-fr = 9 2 4 P - c 4 g'~ 4 r~ - 

or, reducing, 2gy' 4 2jf' -c + c'. 

Ex. 2. Find the circle cutting three circles orthogonally. Wc have three equations 
of the first degree to determine the three unknown quantities //, f, <; ; and the problem 
is solved as in Art. 94. Or the problem may be solved otherwise, since it is evident 
from this article that the centre of the required circle is the radical centre of the three 
circles, and the length of its radius equal to that of the tangent from the radical 
centre to any of the circles. 

Ex. 3. Find the circle cutting orthogonally tlie three circles, Art. 308, Ex. 2. 

Ahs. (;/; 4 -A) 2 4 (y 4 = ¥/A 

Ex. 4. If a circle cut orthogonally three circles S', S", S'", it cuts orthogonally 
any circle I'S' 4 IS" 4 mS’" — 0. Writing down the condition 
% (kg' 4 fy" 4 my'") 4 2/ ( hf 4 If" 4 mf") = (7c 4 1 4 m) c 4 (fxt 4 h" 4 me'"), 
we see that the coefficients of k, l, m vanish separately by hypothesis. 

Similarly, a circle cutting S', S" orthogonally, also cuts orthogonally 7c S' 4 IS", 

Ex. 5. A system of circles which cuts orthogonally two given circles S', $" has 
a common radical axis. This, which has been proved in Art. 112, may be proved 
otherwise as follows : The two conditions 

2yy' 4 2 //' ^C4c', 2 of +2jy >'=:€ + c", 
enable us to determine g and f linearly in terms of c. Substituting the values so 
found in 

x 2 4 if 4 2 gx 4 2/y 4^ = 0, 

the equation retains a single indeterminate e in the first degree, and therefore 
(Art. 105) denotes a system having a common radical axis. 

Ex. 6. If AB be a diameter of a circle, the polar of A with respect to any circle 
which cuts the first orthogonally will pass through JB. 
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7. The square of the tangent from an y point of one circle to another is 
portioml to the perpendicular from that point upon their radical axis. 

jfjx. 8. To find the angle (a) at -which two circles intersect. 

X^et the radii of the circles be R, r, and let D be the distance between their 
tresj then 

IP — 72 2 -f ?* 2 — 2 7 2r cos a, 

2 g the angle at which the circles intersect is equal to that between the radii to 
point of intersection. 

'VV’hen the circles are given by the general equations, this expression becomes 
2 Jlr cos a = 2 Ctj + 2F/-C-C, 

Xf S — 0 be the equation of the circle whose radius is r, the coordinates of the 
tre of the other circle must fulfil the condition 72'- — 272 r cos a ~ S, as is evident 
jx Art. 90, since IP — r 2 is the square of the tangent to 8 from the centre of the 
ex circle. 


9. If we are given the angles a, /? at which a circle cuts two fixed circles S, S', 
circle is not determined, since we have only two conditions ; but we can determine 
angle at which it cuts any circle of the system kS -f IS'. For we have 
22 2 — 2 Itr cos a = S 9 It 2 — 272r' cos (3 — S', 

, kr cos a + lr' cos /l _ kS 4 - IS' 

~ k -j-T 1 


cnee 


722 -212 J 


Jc+ l 

Lch is the condition that the moveable circle should cut kS -f IS' at the constant 
;le y; where (4? +• l) r" cos y = kr cos a -h lr 1 cos (3, r" being the radius of the 
He kS b IS', 


33x. 10. A circle which cuts two fixed circles at constant angles will also touch 
> fixed circles. For wo can detcrniiAC the ratio k : l , so that y shall = 0, or cos y = I. 

; jbave (Art. 107, 32x.) 

( h 4 7)2 r" 2 -{hpl) {kr 2 4 lr' 2 ) ~ MIP, 

istitufcing this value for r" in the equation of the last example, we get a quadratic 
letermine k : l. 


113. To draw a common tangent to two circles . 
let tlicir equations be 

3)'=r> ( S >, 

d (x — ol)* 4 (y — 0) 2 = r'* {S'). 

e saw (Ait. 85) that tlic equation of a tangent to ( S ) was 
(x~ a) [x' ~ a) 4 (y -ft) [y' ~ fi) = r 2 $ 
as in Art. 102, writing 


= cos t 


y-8 . 


: sin ( 


r ' r 

(x — a) cos O’+iy-fi) sin 9 = r. 
like manner, any tangent to (S') is 

[x — a') cos O' 4 (y —ft') sin ff = r. 
jNow if we seek the conditions necessary that these two 
i at ions should represent the same right line; first, from com- 
ing the ratio of the coefficients of x andy, wo get tan^tan#', 
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n _iro°+ 0 If eitlier of these conditions 
whence O’ either - «> » ~ ateotate terms, and we find, "* 
be fulfilled, we must equate tne 

tbe first «■* ^ ^ ^ + (/3 _ £') siu 0 + r - ✓ - 0, 

and in tbe second case, , 0 

co S 0 + O-« ! »» S + ' + r " 0 -. , 

. il o*ivo us a quadratic to dete 

Either of these equations woifid g would correspond 

mine 6. The two roots of the tsux 4 



sP V 


A A' a * the roots 

to the direct or exterior common 0 *“^”d\o the tra’nsver.e or 
of the second eq.t.o. ■ 

interior tangents, Bb, B b * f the point of contac 

If we wished to find the coordinates substitute, 

of the common tangent with the c.rcle («>, « ^ ^ ^ 

in ,h,e,«a«on just found, for eosd, its rainc-T-, 

* r\ 


sin 6, 't-A- ^ and we find 


bUli/, 7 f , N A. 

A.l’ 

or else, (a - «')(*' «> + (? '' ^ " fJ ^h II eqnat 


or else, (a - d ) {% <*) + ( J t ^ ae equation {&) 

The first of these equations comb! roots wU l he th< 

of the circle, will give a qnadjt , ^ ^ dlrect commo. 
coordinates of the points A J ’ ul ear , as in Art. 88 
tangents touch the circle (S) , and it w 

that . , \ j_(R' — B) iv — 18 ) — r ( r ~ r } 

[a! -a){x-a)+ (P Pi W t com mo 

- c a A' tide chord of contact ot direct 
is the equation of AA , the cnoru 

tangents. So, likewise, ox_ r ( r + /) 

is the equation ot the cnor 
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tangents. If tlie origin be the centre of the circle (, S ), then a and 
/3 = 0 ; and we find, for the equations of the chords of contact, 
a'x + fi'y =r[r*r'). 

Ex. Find the common tangents to the circles 

x 2 + f - Ax — 2y + 4 = 0, x 2 4- if + 4x + 2y - 4 = 0. 

The chords of contact of common tangents with the first circle are 
2x + y — 6, 2 x + y — Z. 

The first chord meets the circle in the points (2, 2), (i/, $), the tangents at which are 
V - % 4x-3i/ = 10, 

and the second chord meets the circle in the points (1, 1), (£, £), the tangents at 


114. The points 0 and 0\ in which the direct or transverse 
tangents intersect, are (for a reason explained in the next 
Article) called the centres of similitude of the two circles. 

Their coordinates are easily found, for 0 is the pole, with 
regard to circle (#), of the chord AA\ whose equation is 


(d - ol)t 
r—r 


{x—a) 


+ 


r — r' 


{y-P)=r\ 


Comparing this equation with the equation of the polar of the 
point xy\ 

[x’ -a)(x-a) + (y'-i8) {y - £) =r\ 


we get 


, (d — a) r , dr — ar 

x—a — - r- , or x — 


r — r 


r — r 


y'-l 3 = 


n* n* } 


or y = 


fir- (3/ 
r — r 


So, likewise, the coordinates of O' are found to be 


x — 


dr -f ad 
r •+ r 1 


and y~ 


fir + (3r' 

. ~ . 

r + r 


These values of the coordinates indicate (see Art. 7) that the 
centres of similitude are the points where the line joining the 
centres is cut externally and internally in the ratio of the radii. 


Ex. Find tlie common tangents to the circles 

a 2 + yz _ Crx - 8 y = 0, a 2 -f / - 4x - % = 3* 

The equation of the pair of tangents through x'y' to 

is found (Art. 92) to he 

a f (if - r 2 } {(» - a) 2 4- (y - p) 2 -r 2 } = {(a; - a) (x'~ a) + (y-/S) (/- W “ ^ 
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Now the coordinates of the exterior centre of similitude are found to he (-2,-1) 
and hence tlie pair of tangents through it is 

25(a; 2 -|-?/ 2 -Ga:-8//)=r(5ar-i-5y-10) 2 ; or xy + x + % } + 2 = 0 ; or (ar + 2) (y-f 1) = 0^ 
As the given circles intersect in real points, the other two common tangents 
become imaginary; but their equation is found, by calculating the pair of tangents 
through the other centre of similitude (v, V)> to be 

40a; 2 + xy + 4 Of/ 2 — 199a? — 278// + 722 — 0* 

115. Every right line drawn through the intersection of com ~ 
mon tangents is cut similarly by the two circles . 

It is evident that if on the radius vector to any point P there 
be taken a point Q, such that OP= m times OQ, then the x and 
y of the point P will be respectively m times the x and y of the 
point Q] and that, therefore, if P describe any curve, the locus 
of Q is found by substituting- nix, my for x and y in the equation 
of the curve described by P. 

Now, if the common tangents be taken for axes, and if we 
denote Oa by a, OA by a, the equations of the two circles are 
(Art. 84, Ex. 2) 

a? + f -f 2 xy cos io — 2a x — Zay 4- a 1 = 0, 
x 2 + f + 2 xy cos a — 2 ax — 2 dy + a 2 — 0. 

But the second equation is what we should have found if we 
ax au 

had substituted ^ for x, y in the first equation ; and it 

therefore represents the locus formed by producing each radius 
vector to the first circle in the ratio a : a\ 

Cor. Since the rectangle Op, Op 1 is constant (see fig. next 
page), and since we have proved OH to be in a constant ratio to 
Op, it follows that the rectangle OH, Op = OH 1 , Op is constant, 
however the line be drawn through O . 

116. If through a centre of similitude we draw any two lines 
meeting the first circle in the points R, H, 8, S', and the second in 
the points p, p, a , or , then the chords HS , per ; M'S’, pa will he 
parallel, and ike chords RS , pa ; R’S', per will meet on the 
radical axis of the ttoo circles . 

Take OR, 08 for axes, then we saw (Art. 115) that 
OR = m Op, OS—mOa , and that if the equation of the circle 
pa p'cr r be 


a [a? + 2 xy cos co -p if) -f 2 gx + •+• c = 0, 
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that of the other will be 
<i (; x 2 4 2 xy cos cd 4 tf) 

4 2 w fijra? +jfy) 4 m' 2 c = 0, 

and, therefore, the equation of the 
radical axis will be (Art. 105) 

2(^ f/y)4(w4l)c=0. 

Now let the equations of per and 
of pV be 

a b cl b ’ 
tl)en the equations of 22/S and 
i2 ; /S' must be 



tnn 5 ma! mV 

It is evident, from the form of the equations, that BS is 
parallel to per ; and It 8 and pc r must intersect on the line 

K£ + l) +y fi + F')“ 1+w » 

or, as in Art. 100, on 

2 (ff x +jfy) + (»» + 1) C = 0, 

the radical axis of the two circles. 

A particular case of this theorem is, that the tangents at It 
and p are parallel, and that those at B and p meet on the 
radical axis. 


117. Given three circles S ) S\ S" ; the line joining a centre 
of similitude of S and S' to a centre of similitude of S and S' 1 
will pass through a centre of similitude of S f and S". 

Form the equation of the line joining the first two of the points 

/«xV rfi-fii*\ (rci'-ar* rfi'-fir>' \ (r'd'-r'W r'ff'-r'ff i . 
\r~/ J r — / / 5 v r ~ 5 r — r" ) 1 \ r f — r" 1 r — r" J ’ 

(Art. 114), and we get (see Ex. 6, p. 24), 

{r (i ff ~~ SI + / (£" - i9) + *>' (iff - £')} 

- {r (a' - a") 4 r (a - «) 4 r” (a - a}} y 

- r (p* n ~ t3"a) 4 r' {?'* ~ fid 1 ) 4 r” (fid - /S^ 
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Now the symmetry of this equation sufficiently shows, that the 
line it represents must pass through the third centre of similitude* 
This line is called an axis of similitude of the three circles* 


Since for each pair of 
circles there are two cen- 
tres of similitude, there 
will he in all six for the 
three circles, and these 
will be distributed along 
four axes of similitude, 
as represented in the 
figure* The equations 
of the other three will 
be found by changing 
the signs of either r, or 
r\ or r", in the equation 
just given. 



COR. If a circle (2) touch two others (S and S'), the line join- 
ing the points of contact will pass through a centre of similitude of 
S and S'. For when two circles touch, one of their centres of 
similitude will coincide with the point of contact. 

If 2 touch S and S\ either both externally or both internally* 
the line joining the points of contact will pass through the exter- 
nal centre of similitude of 8 and S'. If 2 touch one externally 
and the other internally, the line joining the points of contact 
will pass through the internal centre of similitude. 


*118. To find the locus of the centre of a circle cutting three 
given circles at equal angles . 

If a circle whose radius is jS, cut at an anglo a the three 
circles 8i, 8\ then (Art. 112, Ex. 8) the coordinates of its 
centre fulfil the three conditions 

>S=5! 2 -2l2rcosa, £' = 2j?r' cosa, 8" = IP - %Ur" cosa. 

From these conditions we can at once eliminate IF and 
R cosa. Thus, by subtraction, 

8— S' *= 212 (r - r) cos a, 8— 8” = 2R ( r " — r) cos a, 
whence (S-S'){r- r") = (8 - &") ( r - r ), 

the equation of a line on which the centre must lie* It obviously 



PROPERTIES OP A ST STEM OF TWO OR MORE CIRCLES. 109 


passes through the radical centre (Art. 108); and if we write 
for S — S\ 8 — 8", their values (Art. 105), the coefficient of a; in 
the equation Is found to be 

— 2 {a (r — r”) -f a' (r" — r) -p a" [r — /)}, 
while that of y Is 

- 2 {/3 (/ - r”) + /3 f (>•” - r) h /3” {r - r')}. 

Now if we compare these values with the coefficients in the 
equation of the axis of similitude (Art. 117), we infer (Art. 32), 
that the locus is a perpendicular let fall from the radical centre 
on an axis of similitude. 

It is of course optional which of two supplemental angles we 
consider to be the angle at which two circles intersect. The 
formula (Art. 112) which we have used assumes that the angle 
at which two circles cut is measured by the angle which the 
distance between their centres subtends at the point of meeting ; 
and with this convention, the locus under consideration is a per- 
pendicular on the external axis of similitude. If this limitation 
be removed, the formula we have used becomes S=B l ±2Rr cosa ; 
or, In other words, we may change the sign of either r, r\ or r" 
in the preceding formulae, and therefore (Art. 117) the locus is a 
perpendicular on any of the four axes of similitude.* 

When two circles touch internally, their angle of intersec- 
tion vanishes, since the radii to the point of meeting coincide. 
But if they touch externally, their angle of intersection accord- 
ing to the preceding convention is 180°, one radius to the point 
of meeting being a continuation of the other. It follows, from 


* In fact, all circles cutting three circles at equal angles have one of the axes 
of similitude for a common radical axis. Let Z, Z', Z" be three circles, all cutting 
the given circles at the same angles a, ft, y respectively. Then the coordinates of the 
centre of each of the circles 3, S', 3" must fulfil the conditions 


£ = r 2 - 2 tR cos a, Z' = r 2 - 2 rJi’ cos ft, Z" = r 1 - 2 rR” cos y ; 
whence (R cos a — R" cosy) {Z — Z') = ( R co3 a ~ R' cos/3) (Z — Z ). 

This which appears to be the equation of a right line is satisfied by the coordinates 
of the centre of S, of S', and of 8", three points which are not supposed to be on a 
right line. Now the only way in which what seems an equation of the first degree, 
jmch as «* + + c = a’x + Vy + ✓ can be satisfied by the coordinates of three points 

which are not on a right line, is if the equation is in truth an identical one, «_ ^ 
c~ c'.* The equation, therefore, written above denotes an mentiuil relation o 
ihe form £ = &£' + IZ ", shewing that the three circles have a common radical axis. 
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what has been just proved, that the perpendicular on the external 
axis of similitude contains the centre of a circle touching three 
given circles, either all externally, or all internally. If we 
change the sign of r, the equation of the locus which we found 
denotes a perpendicular on one of the other axes of similitude 
which will contain the centre of the circle touching S externally, 
and the other two internally, or vice versa. Eight circles in all 
can be drawn to touch three given circles, and their centres lie, 
a pair on each of the perpendiculars let fall from the radical 
centre on the four axes of similitude, 

*119. To describe a circle touching three given circles. We 
have found one locus on which the centre must lie, and we could 
find another by eliminating R between the two conditions 

S=R*+2Rr, S f = R z -f 2Rr. 

The result, however, would not represent a circle, and the solu- 
tion will therefore be more elementary, if instead of seeking 
the coordinates of the centre of the touching circle, we look for 
those of its point of contact with one of the given circles. We 
have already one relation connecting these coordinates, since 
the point lies on a given circle, therefore another relation be- 
tween them will suffice completely to determine the point.* 

Let us for simplicity take for origin the centre of the circle, 
the point of contact with which we are seeking, that is to say, 
let us take a = 0, /3 = 0, then if A and R be the coordinates of 
the centre of 2, the sought circle, we have seen that they fulfil 
the relations 

S~ S' = 21? [r — r*) 7 S- S" = 2R (r -r"). 

But if x and y he the coordinates of the point of contact of 2 
with we have from similar triangles 

A _ x(R+r) 3= y{R + r) 

r 3 r 

Now if in the equation of any right line we substitute mx 7 my for 
x and y, the result will evidently be the same as if we multiply 
the whole equation by m, and subtract (m — 1) times the absolute 
term. Hence, remembering that the absolute term in 8 — 8* is 

* This solutio]3 is by M. Gergonne, Annates des Mathmatiques , voi. vu. p. 283. 



PROPERTIES OF A SYSTEM OF TWO OR MORE CIRCLES. Ill 

(Art. 105) r' 2 — r l — a’ 2 — /3' 2 , the result of making the above sub- 
stitutions for A and B in (8— S') = 2B(r — r) is 

[S- S') + f («» 4 r + ✓ - r>) =2 B(r - /), 

or (R + r)(S- S' ) = 22 {(r - / ) 2 - rf* -/3' 2 }. 

Similarly (22 4 r) (5- $") = R {(r-r") 2 - a" 2 - ft" 2 ]. 

Eliminating 22, the point of contact is determined as one of 
the intersections of the circle 8 with the right line 

8- S ' S- 8" 

a' 2 4 £' 2 - (r - rf o! n 4 /3" 2 - (r - r"f * 

120. To complete the geometrical solution of the problem, it 
is necessary to show how to construct the line whose equation has 
been just found. It obviously passes through the radical centre 
of the circles; and a second point on it is found as follows: 
Write at full length for 8— S' (Art. 105), and the equation is 

2dx 4 2/3 '?/ 4 r' ! 4 - r 2 - a' 2 - /3' 2 _ 2oc"x 4 2/3 ' 'y 4 r" 2 -~ f 2 - a" 2 - /3" 2 
a' 2 4 (r - rj " * a ^Mr-Vf * 

Add 1 to both sides of the equation, and we have 

clx 4 /3'y 4 (r ~r)r cl'x 4 /3"y 4 (/' — r) r 
a* 4 /3' 2 - (r - r') 2 “ ItTW " ~ (r - r") 2 “ # 
showing that the above line passes through the intersection of 
a a? 4 13’ y 4 (r — r) r= 0, a”# 4 /3"y 4 (r" — r) r = 0. 

But the first of these lines (Art. 1 13) is the chord of common 
tangents of the circles S and S ’ ; or, in other words (Art. 114), is 
the polar with regard to 8 of the centre of similitude of these 
circles* And, in like manner, the second line is the polar of the 
centre of similitude of 8 and S” ; therefore (since the intersection 
of any two lines is the pole of the line joining their poles) the 
intersection of the lines 

clx 4 /3 f y 4 (/ — r) r = 0, cl'x 4 (3 f, y 4 [r' f — r)r=Q 
is the pole of the axis of similitude of the three circles, with 
regard to the circle 8. 

Hence we obtain the following construction : 

Drawing any of the four axes of similitude of the three 
circles, take its pole with respect to each circle, and join the 
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points so found (P, P', P") 
with the radical centre ; then, 
if the joining lines meet the 
circles in the points 

M; n 

the circle through c, a\ a" will 
he one of the touching circles, 
and that through Z>, b\ b" will 
be another. Repeating this 
process with the other three 
axes of similitude, we can de- 
termine the other six touching 
circles. 


si 



121. It is useful to show how the preceding results may be 
derived without algebraical calculations. 

(1) By Cor., Art. 117, the lines ab , ab\ a'b" meet in a point, 
viz., the centre of similitude of the circles acia \ bb'b 

(2) In like manner ad\ b r b" intersect in S \ the centre of 
similitude of G\ C". 

(3) Hence (Art. 116) the transverse lines ab\ a"b" intersect 
on the radical axis of O', 0". So again a"b", ab intersect on 
the radical axis of 0", 0. Therefore the point li (the centre of 
similitude of aa!a'\ bb'b”) must be the radical centre of the 
circles 0, O', 0". 

(4) In like manner, since ab\ a'b 1 " pass through a centre of 
similitude of aad\ bb'b therefore (Art. 116) da ", b'b" meet on 
the radical axis of these two circles. So again the points S' and 
8" must lie on the same radical axis ; therefore SS’S ", the axis 
of similitude of the circles 0, O', 0", is the radical axis of the 
circles add\ bb'b"* 

(5) Since a'b" passes through the centre of similitude of 
add\ Wb'\ therefore (Art. 116) the tangents to these circles 
where it meets them intersect on the radical axis SS'S". But 
this point of intersection must plainly he the pole of ab" with 
regard to the circle 0". Now since the pole of a"b" lies on 
88' 8") therefore (Art. 98) the pole of SS'S" with regard to 0" 
lies on a"b". Hence ab" is constructed by joining the radical 
centre to the pole of SS'S" with regard to G'\ 
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(6) Since the centre of similitude of two circles is on the line 
joining their centres, and the radical axis is perpendicular to that 
• line, we learn (as in Art. 118) that the line joining the centres of 
add', bb'b" passes through 12, and is perpendicular to SS’S". 


121 (a).* Dr. Casey has given a solution of the problem 
we are considering, depending on the following principle due 
to him : If four circles be all touched by the same fifth circle, 
the lengths of their common tangents are connected by the 
following relation, 12.34 + 14.23 ± 13.24 =0, where 12 denotes 
the length of a common tangent to the first and second circles, 
&c. This may be proved by expressing each common tangent 
in terms of the length of the line joining the points where the 
circles touch the common touching circle. 

Let R be the radius of the latter circle 
whose centre is 0, r and r of the circles 
whose centres are A and B, then, from the 
isosceles triangle a Ob , we have 
ab = 212 sin -J a Ob. 

But from the triangle A OB, whose base 
is D , and sides R — r, R — r , we have 
B 2 - (r~ rj 



sin *^aOb ■ 


Now the numerator of this frac- 


4 (It ~ r) (12 — r) 
tion is the square of the common tangent 12, hence 

12.12 

ab ~*J(R~r)(R-r r )' 

But since the four points of contact form a quadrilateral in- 
scribed in a circle, its sides and diagonals are connected by the 
relation ab.cd + ad.be =■ ac.bd. Substitute in this equation the 
expression just given for each chord in terms of the corre- 
sponding common tangent, and suppress the numerator R l and 
the denominator *J(R — r) (R ~r) (R — r") (R —r r ) which are 
common to every term, and there remains the relation which 
we are required to prove. 

121 (5). Let now the fourth circle reduce itself to a point, 
this will be a point on the circle touching the other three, and 


* In order to avoid confusion in the references, I retain the numbering’ of the articles 
in the fourth edition, and mark separately those articles which have been since added. 
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41, 42, 43 will denote the lengths of the tangents from that 
point to these three circles. But the lengths of these tangents 
are (Art. 90) the square roots of the results of substituting the 
coordinates of that point in the equations of the circles. We 
see then that the coordinates of any point on the circle which 
touches three others must fulfil the relation 

23 V(S) ± 31 </(S') ± 12 V(£") = 0. 

If this equation be cleared of radicals it will be found to be one 
of the fourth degree, and when 23, 31, 12 are the direct common 
tangents, it will be the product of the equations of the two 
circles (see fig., p. 112) which touch either all externally or 
all internally. 

121 (c). The principle just used may also be established 
without assuming the relation connecting the sides and dia- 
gonals of an inscribed quadrilateral. If on each radius vector 
OP to a curve we take, as in Ex. 4, p. 96, a part OQ in- 
versely proportional to OP, the locus of Q is a curve winch 
is called the inverse of the given curve. It is found with- 
out difficulty that the equation of the inverse of the circle 
z? + y* + %gx 4 %fy + c is 

c(x 2 + f)+ 2^4-2/f/+l==0, 

which denotes a circle, except when c — 0 (that is to say, when 
the point 0 is on the circle), in which case the inverse is a right 
line. Conversely, the inverse of a right line is a circle passing 
through the point 0. Now Dr. Casey has noticed that if we 
are given a pair of circles, and form the inverse pair with 
regard to any point, then the ratio of the square of a common 
tangent to the product of the radii is the same for each pair 
of circles* For if in /+/ 2 -c, which (Art. 80) is r 2 , we 

substitute for #,/, c; - , we find that the radius of the 

c c c 

inverse circle is r divided by c) and if we make a similar 
substitution in c + c' - 2gg' - 2ff, which (Ex. 1, p, 102) is 
P 2 — r 2 - r' 2 , we get the same quantity divided by ce\ Hence 
the ratio of P® — r‘ 2 -V 2 to rr is the same for a pair of circles 

* This is equivalent (see Ex. 8, p. 103) to saying that the angle of interact! unit 
the same for each pair, as may easily be proved geometrically. 
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and for the inverse pair ; and, therefore, so is also the ratio to 
rr of D' 2 — (r + r'f. 

Consider now four circles touching the same right line in 
four points. Now the mutual distances of four points on a right 
line are connected by the relation 12.34 + 14.32 = 13.245 as 
may easily be proved by the identical equation 

(5 — a) [d — c) + (d - a) (c — b) = (c - a) [d - J), 

where a. , c, denote the distances of the points from any 
origin on the line. Thus then the common tangents of four 
circles which touch the same right line are connected by the 
relation which is to be proved. But if we take the inverse 
of the system with regard to any point, we get four circles 
touched by the same circle, and the relation subsists still ; for 
if the equation be divided by the square root of the products 

12 34 

of all the radii, it consists of members - 77 — - , - 77- 7 7 tttt &c.. 

V (rr ) 1 v ( r r ) 7 7 

which are unchanged by the process of inversion. 

The relation between the common tangents being proved in 
this way,* we have only to suppose the four circles to become 
four points, when we deduce as a particular case the relation 
connecting the sides and diagonals of an inscribed quadrilateral. 
This method also shews that, in the case of two circles which 
touch the same side of the enveloping circle, we are to use the 
direct common tangent 5 but the transverse common tangent 
when one touches the concavity, and the other the convexity 
of that circle. Thus then we get the equation of the four pairs 
of circles which touch three given circles, 

23 a/(£) ±31 ± 12 y(£") = 0. 

When 72, 23, 31 denote the lengths of the direct common tan- 
gents, this equation represents the pair of circles having the 
given circles either all inside or all outside. If 23 denotes a 
direct common tangent, and 33, 12 transverse, we get a pair 
of circles each having the first circle on one side, and the other 
two on the other. And, similarly, we get the other pairs of 
circles by taking in turn 31, 12 as direct common tangents, and 
the other common tangents transverse. 

* Another proof will be given in the appendix to the next chapter. 
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^CHAPTER IX. 

APPLICATION OP ABKIDGED NOTATION TO THE EQUATION 
OP THE CIRCLE. 

122. Ip we have an equation of the second degree expressed 
in the abridged notation explained in Chap. I\ r ., and if we desire 
to know whether it represents a circle, we have only to transform 
to x and y coordinates, by substituting for each abbreviation (a) 
its equivalent (cecosa +y sin a —p ) ; and then to examine whether 
the coefficient of xy in the transformed equation vanishes, and 
whether the coefficients of x 2 and of y 2 are equal. This is suffi- 
ciently illustrated in the examples which follow. 

When will the locus of a point he a circle if the product of 
perpendiculars from it on two opposite sides of a quadrilateral he 
in a given ratio to the product of perpendiculars from it on the 
other two sides ? 

Let a, /3, 7, 8 be the four sides of the quadrilateral, then the 
equation of the locus is at once written down # 7 = Ic/38 1 which 
represents a curve of the second degree passing through the 
angles of the quadrilateral, since it is satisfied by any of the 
four suppositions, 

a = 0,i3 = 0 ; a = 0 , S = 0 ; /3 = 0 , 7 = 0 ; 7 = 0 , 8 = 0. 

Now, in order to ascertain whether this equation represents a 
circle, write it at full length 

(% cos a +y sina - p) (a; cos 7 4 y siny— //') 

= h {x cos/3 4 y sin/3 - p) (x cos S 4 y sin 8 - p nt ). 

Multiplying out, equating the coefficient of x? to that of y\ and 
putting that of xy = 0 , we obtain the conditions 

cos (a 4 7) = & cos(/3 4 8) ; sin(a 4 y) = 7c sin(j 8 +S). 

Squaring these equations, and adding them, we find h = ± 1 ; and 
if this condition be fulfilled, we must have 

a4 7 = /? + S, or else = 180 ° 4 /? 4 S; 
a -/3 = S — 7, or 180 4 S — 7. 


whence 
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Recollecting (Art, 61) that a- ft is the supplement of that 
angle between a and /?, in which the origin lies, we see that this 
condition will be fulfilled if the quadrilateral formed by aftyS be 
inscribable in a circle (Euc. ill. 22). And it will be seen on 
examination that when the origin is within the quadrilateral we 
are to take 7 c = — 1, and that the angle (in which the origin lies) 
between a and ft is supplemental to that between 7 and S ; but 
that we are to take k = + 1 , when the origin is without the quad- 
rilateral, and that the opposite angles are equal. 

123. When will the locus of a point be a circle , if the square 
of its distance from the base of a triangle be in a constant ratio to 
the product of its distances from the sides 9 

Let the sides of the triangle be a, /3, 7, and the equation of 
the locus is aft = 7 cy 2 . If now we look for the points where the 
line a meets this locus, by making in it oc — 0, we obtain the 
perfect square y 2 = 0, Hence a meets the locus in two coincident 
points, that is to say (Art. 83), it touches the locus at the point 
ay. Similarly, ft touches the locus at the point fty. Hence a 
and ft are both tangents, and 7 their chord of contact. Now, 
to ascertain whether the locus is a circle, writing at full length 
as in the last article, and applying the tests of Art. 80, we obtain 
the conditions 

cos (a + ft) = 7 c cos27 ; sin (a + ft) = k sin27 ; 
whence (as in the last article) wc get 7 c = 1, a — 7=7 — /?, or the 
triangle is isosceles. Hence we may infer that if from any point 
of a circle perpendiculars be let fall on any two tangents and on 
their c 7 iord of contact , the square of the last will be equal to the 
rectangle under the other two . 


Ex. When will the locus of a point he a circle if the sura of the squares of the 
perpendiculars from it on the sides of any triangle be constant ? 

The locus is d l 4 - /3 2 4 - y 2 = c 2 j and the conditions that this should represent 
a circle are 

cos 2 a 4 cos 2/3 4 - cos 2y = 0 ; sin 2a 4- sin 2/3 4 sin 2y = 0. 

cos 2<x = — 2 cos (/3 + y) cos (/3 — y) ; sin 2a = — 2 sin (/3 4 y) cos (/3 — y). 
Squaring and adding, 

1=4 cos 2 (/3 - y ) ; (3 — y = 60°. 

And so, in like manner, each of the other two angles of the triangle is proved to 
be 60°, or the triangle must be equilateral. 
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124. To obtain the equation of the circle circumscribing the 
triangle formed by the lines a = 0, /3 = 0, <y — 0* 

Any equation of the form 

W y 4- mya 4- naff — 0 

denotes a curve of the second degree circumscribing the given 
triangle, since it is satisfied by any of the suppositions 

a = 0, /3 = 0; J3 — 0,7 = 0; y = 0, a = Q. 

The conditions that it should represent a circle are found, by tire 
same process as in Art. 122, to he 

Z cos [ff -f 7) 4- m cos (y 4- a) f w cos (a 4- yS) = 0, 

Z sin (/3 4- y) 4- m sin (y + a) +n sin (a 4- ff) = 0. 

Now we have seen (Art. 65) that when we are given a pair 
of equations of the form 

Id 4~ raft' 4- ny = 0, la!' 4- mff n 4- ny' — Q, 

Z, r/2, « must be respectively proportional to yS'y”— /3"y', y Y'-yV, 
«73" — a"/3'. In the present case then Z, ra, must be pro- 
portional to sin (ff — 7), sin(y-a), sin (a — £), or (Art. 61) to 
sin A, sin 5, sin O. Hence the equation of the circle circum- 
scribing a triangle is 

ffy sin A 4* ya sinZ? 4- a/3 sin 0=0. 

125. The geometrical interpretation of the equation just 
found deserves attention. If from any point O we let fall per- 
pendiculars OP, OQj on the lines a, /3, then (Art. 54) a, ff are 
the lengths of these perpendiculars; and since the angle be- 
tween them is the supplement of O, the 
quantity a/3 sin Cisdouble thearea of the 
triangle OPQ. In like manner, ya sinP 
and j3y sin A are double the triangles 
OPS, OQR. Hence the quantity 

/3y sin A + ya sinP 4- aft sin G 
is double the area of the triangle PQR , 
and the equation found in the last article 
asserts that if the point 0 be taken on the circumference of 
the circumscribing circle, the area PQR will vanish, that is 

to say (Art. 36, Cor. 2), the three points P, Q R will lie ou 
one right line. 
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If it were required to find the locus of a point from which 
if we let fall perpendiculars on the sides of a triangle, and join 
their feet, the triangle PQR so formed should have a constant 
magnitude, the equation of the locus would be 

/3<y sin A 4 7 a sin 13 4 a/3 sin G = constant, 

and, since this only differs from the equation of the circum- 
scribing circle in the constant part, it is (Art. 81) the equation 
of a circle concentric with the circumscribing circle.* 

126. The following inferences may be drawn from the equa- 
tion U 3y 4 rn<ya 4 na/3 = 0 , whether or not Z, m, n have the values 
sin J., sinZ? 7 sin C> and therefore lead to theorems true not only 
of the circle but of any curve of the second degree circum- 
scribing the triangle. Write the equation in the form 
7 (Z/3 4 rna.) 4 na/3 = 0 ; 

and we saw in Art. 124 that 7 meets the curve in the two points 
where it meets the lines a and /3; since if we make 7 = 0 in the 
equation, it reduces to a/3 — 0 . Now, for the same reason, the 
two points In which Z/3 4 wa meets the curve are the two points 
where it meets the lines a and /3. But these two points coincide, 
since Ifi+raa passes through the point a/3. Hence the line 
?/3 4 w a, which meets the curve in two coincident points, is 
(Art. 88) the tangent at the point aj3. 

In the case of the circle the tangent is a sinB+/3 sin A. 
Now we saw (Art. 64) that a sin A 4 /3 sin B denotes a parallel 
to the base 7 drawn through the vertex. Hence (Art. 55) the 
tangent makes the same angle with one side that the base makes 
with the other (Euc. in. 32). 


* Consider a quadrilateral inscribed in a circle of which a, (3, y, d are sides and e 
a diagonal ; tlieri the equation of the circle may be written in either of the forms 

sin A sin B sin E _ ^ sin 0 sini) _ sin E __ ^ 

where A is the angle in the segment subtended by a, &c., and we have written s with 
a negative side in the second equation, because opposite sides of the line are considered 
in the two triangles. Hence, eveiy point on the circle satisfies also the equation 
Bin A j sin fi sin O ^ sin D __ ^ 

*ThiB c^iiatIon V when cleared of fractions is of the third degree, and represents, 
together with the circle, the line joining the intersections of ay, p». In the same 
trimmer, if we have an inscribed polygon of any number of sides, Dr. Casey has shewn 
that an equation of similar- form will be satisfied for any point of the circle. 
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Writing the equations of the tangents at the three vertices 
in the form 

0 + ?, 0,Z + «»0, 5+^=0, 

m n 1 n l 1 l m 


we see that the three points in which each intersects the opposite 
side are in one right line, whose equation is 


a + P 

l m 



Subtracting, one from another, the equations of the three 
tangents, we get the equations of the lines joining the vertices 
of the original triangle to the corresponding vertices of the 
triangle formed by the three tangents, viz., 

m n 1 n L 1 l m 
three lines which meet in a point (Art. 40).* 


127. If a'/3y, a"/3"y'' be the coordinates of any two points 
on the curve, the equation of the line joining them is 

A 4 JUi 4 _???.. _ o • 

a'a" + 16' 13" + 77 " 5 

for if we substitute in this equation a’fi'y for a/3y, the equation 
is satisfied, since a"j3 r y" satisfy the equation of the curve, which 
may be written 


In like manner the equation is satisfied by the coordinates 
It follows that the equation of the tangent at any 
point a'/3y may be written 


la mfi ovy 

a** + 

and conversely, that if Xa -{- /*/? -f j / 7 == 0 is the equation of a 
tangent, the coordinates of the point of contact a 'jS'y' are given 
by the equations 

l m n 
a ,2 ~ Xj 8 *-^ 


* The theorems of this article are by M. Bobillier ( Annalcs das Math thn tit itp.tz 

toI. xviii, p. 320), The first equation of the next article is by M, Hermes. 
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Solving for a', /3', 7' from these equations, and substituting in 
the equation of the curve, which must be satisfied by the point 
aff Yj we get 

fs/[IX) 4- 0 + V (wv) = 0. 

This is sffAe condition that the line Xa -f- /x/3 4- vy may touch 
/?7 + my a 4- nafi ; or it may be called (see Art. 70) the tangential 
equation of the curve. The tangential equation might also 
be obtained by eliminating 7 between the equation of the 
line and that of the curve, and forming the condition that the 
resulting equation in a : /3 may have equal roots. 

128. To find the conditions that the general equation of the 
second degree in a, /3, y t 

aai 2 4- h/3 2 + erf 4- 2 f{3y 4- 2gyoc 4- 2hafi = 0, 

may represent a circle . [Dublin Exam. Papers, Jan. 1857], 

It is convenient to avail ourselves of the result of Art. 124. 
Since the terms of the second degree, x 2 4- y 2 , are the same in 
the equations of all circles, the equations of two circles can only 
differ in the linear part ; and if 8 represent a circle, an equation 
of the form 8 4- lx 4- my 4- rc = 0 may represent any circle what- 
ever. In like manner, in trilinear coordinates, if we have found 
one equation which represents a circle, we have only to add to 
it terms la 4- mft 4- ny (which in order that the equation may be 
homogeneous we multiply by the constant a sinA4-/3sini?4~7sm(7), 
and we shall have an equation which may represent any circle 
whatever. Thus then (Art. 124) the equation of any circle may 
be thrown into the form 

(Za 4- mJ3 4- ny) (a sin A 4- /3 sin B 4- 7 sin C) 

+ Jc(/3y sin A 4- 7a sin#4- a/3 sin C ) = 0. 

If now we compare the coefficients of a 2 , /3 2 , y 2 in this form 
with those in the general equation, we see that, if the latter 
represent a circle, it must be reducible to the form 

(~A- a 4- -J^/3 4 -^tvt) (a sin A 4-/3 sin 5 4- 7 sin 67) 

VsinA sinjB sm C ] 

4- k [J3y sin A 4- 7a sinJ3+ a/S sin G) = 0 
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and a comparison of the remaining coefficients gives 

2 f sin B sin C = c sin 2 # 4 h sin 2 C+h sin A sin B sin (7, 

2 g sin G sin A - a- sin 2 G 4 c sin ‘ 2 A 4 k sin A sin B sin £7 9 
2 & sin A sin B—b sin‘ 2 ^l 4 a sin ' 2 B 4 k sin A sin B sin £7, 
whence eliminating 7c, we have the required conditions, viz. 
7 >sin‘ 2 C f 4 c sinlB— 2 /sini?sm (7 = c sin 2 -4 4 a sin 2 (7— Zg&mC&inA 

= a sin *j? 4 i sin 2 -4 — 2 h sin A sin B . 
If we have the equations of two circles written in the form 
{la 4 4 ny) [a sin A 4 /3 sin B 4 7 sin C) 

4 7c (fiy sin A + ya sin B+ a/3 sin C) = 0 , 
(T a 4 mfi 4 riy) (a sin A 4 /3 sin B 4 7 sin C) 

4 7c (fiy sin A 4 ya sin B 4 - a / 3 sin G ) = 0 , 
it is evident that their radical axis is 

la 4 rnf3 4 ny — ( Ta 4 wifi 4 ny) 1 

and that /a 4 m/3 4 ny is the radical axis of the first with the 
circumscribing circle. 

Ex. 1. Verify that a(3 — y 2 represents a circle if A = B (Art. 123). 

The equation may be written 

a/3 sin C + (3y sin A + ya sin B — y (a sin A + ft sin B + y sin C ) — 0. 

Ex. 2. When will aa? + bf 5 2 + cy 2 represent a circle ? 

Ex. 3. The three middle points of sides, and the three feet of perpendiculars lie 
on a circle. The equation 

a 2 sin cos A + jS 2 si nB cos i? 4- y 2 sin C cos C— {/5y sin A + ya sin B - f* a/3 sin (7)^0, 
represents a curve of the second degree passing through the points in question. For 
if we make y = 0, we get 

a 2 sin A cos A + /S 2 sin B cos B — a[ 3 (sin A cos JB 4- sin i? cos A) = 0, 
the factors of which are a sin A — /3 sin i? and a cos A — (3 cos i?. How the curve i* 
a circle, for it may he written 

(a cos J. 4- j3 cos B + y cos C) (a sin 4* (3 sin B 4- y sin C) 

— 2 (/3y sin A 4- ya sin 2? + a/3 sin <7) 0 

Thus the radical axis of the circumscribing circle and of the circle through the middle 
points of sides is a cos A 4- 13 cosB + y cos C, that is, the axis of homology of the 
given triangle with the triangle formed by joining the feet of perpendicular®. 

129. We shall next show how to form the equations of the 
circles which touch the three sides of the triangle a, / 3 , 7 . The 
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general equation of a curve of the second degree touching the 
three sides is 

ZV + ni z @ l + ri*y 2 — 2mn/3y — 2nlya — 2hnaj3 = 0.* 

Thus 7 is a tangent, or meets the curve in two coincident 
points, since, if we make 7 = 0 in the equation, we get the 
perfect square l z oi l 4 * nri z $ z — 2lmo./3 — 0. The equation may also 
be written in a convenient form 

V(&) + V (mff) + \J[ny) = 0 ; 

for, if we clear this equation of radicals, we shall find it to be 
identical with that just written. 

Before determining the values of Z, m, n , for which the equa- 
tion represents a circle, we shall draw from it some inferences 
which apply to all curves of the second degree inscribed in the 
triangle. Writing the equation in the form 

ny [ny —2 la- 2 mfi) + (la — mft) 2 — 0 , 

we see that the line (la- m/3), which obviously passes through 
the point a/ 3 , passes also through the point where y meets the 
curve. The three lines, then, which join the points of contact 
of the sides with the opposite angles of the circumscribing 
triangle are 

la - = 0 , mfi — ny = 0 , ny - la = 0 , 

and these obviously meet in a point. 

The very same proof which showed that y touches the curve 
shows also that ny — 2la — 2m/3 touches the curve, for when this 
quantity is put = 0 , we have the perfect square (Za mj3) 
hence this line meets the curve in two coincident points, that is, 
touches the curve, and la — ml 3 passes through the point of con- 
tact. Hence, if the vertices of the triangle be joined to the 


* Strictly speaking, the double rectangles in this equation ought to be written 
with the ambiguous sign ±, and the argument in the text would apply equally. If, 
all £ rectangles positive signs, or if we give one of them a posihve 

Z Z the Sher two native, the equation does not 

»ci V-C and the other two positive, if we suppose that 4 

negative as well as a positive quantity. 


m 
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points of contact of opposite sides, and at the points where the 
joining lines meet the circle again tangents he drawn, their 
equations are 

2Za-j- 2m/3 — ny = 0, Smft -f 2ny — Iol = 0, Sny + 2?a — mft = 0. 
Hence we infer that the three points, where each of these tan- 
gents meets the opposite side, lie in one right line, 

la -f mft -f ny = 0, 

for this line passes through the intersection of the first line with 
7, of the second with a, and of the third with ft. 

130. The equation of the chord joining two points aft*/, 
a"/S" 7 " on the curve is 

a vw W(PY) + V(£V)} + £ VW (V(yV') + V(y"<)} 

+ 7 VW Wi*'P') + 

For substitute a, ft, y for a, ft , 7, and it will he found that the 
quantity on the left-hand side may be written 

(V(aW) + VGSVO + V( 7 V/S'0} MZa') + VfayS') + V(ny')J 
- V(a'/3V) {V(fe") 4- V(^y8") + 

which vanishes, since the points are on the curve. The equation 
of the tangent is found by putting a% ft'\ y" = a', ft r , t ^ ie 

above. Dividing by 2 VYa'ySV). it becomes 

V© + V© + V(7)=°- 

Conversely, if A& 4 fift + vy is a tangent, the coordinates of 
the point of contact are given by the equations 

Solving for ot!ftft^ and substituting in the equation of the curve, 
we get 



which is the condition that \a + fift 4- vy may be a tangent ; 
that is to say, is the tangential equation of the curve. 


* This equation is Dr. Hart’s. 
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The reciprocity of tangential and ordinary equations will be 
better seen if we solve the converse problem, viz. to find the 
equation of the curve, the tangents to which fulfil the condition 



We follow the steps of Art. 127. Let A'a -f /m'/3 + v'y, 
A"a 4 -/^"/ 3 -f j/'y be any two lines, such that Ay/, A'yV' satisfy 
the above condition, and which therefore are tangents to the 
curve whose equation we are seeking; then 

IX mu nv 

_L _ cz j o 

W HI* vv 

is the tangential equation of their point of intersection. For 
(Art. 70) any equation of the form A X -f Bp 4* Gv — 0 is the 
condition that the line Aa + 4 v<y should pass through a 

certain point, or, in other words, is the tangential equation of a 
point ; and the equation wc have written being satisfied by the 
tangential coordinates of the two lines is the equation of their 
point of intersection. Making A', //, v = A", /a", v ,r we learn 
that if there be two consecutive tangents to the curve, the 
equation of their point of intersection, or, in other words, of 
their point of contact, is 

IX mu nv - 

v 2 + 7? 4 7 a “ 

The coordinates then of the point of contact are 
l a m n 

a =V 2 ’ ^ = 7 S ’ y = 

Solving for A/, /x', / from these equations, and substituting in the 
relation, which by hypothesis A ->V satisfy, we get the required 
equation of the curve 

+ '/(™/3) + n/^7) = °* 

131. The conditions that the equation of Art. 129 should 
represent a circle are (Art. 128) 

m* sin'C+rf sin 2 £+ 2 mn sin B &mC=n l sin 2 A + ? sin 2 O' 

+ ‘2nl sin 0 sin A = ? sin 2 ^ + m‘ sin 2 A + 2 lm sin A sin B, 
or m sin <7 + n sin B=±{n sin A + 1 sin C)~±{1 smB+m sin A). 
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Four circles then may be described to touch the sides of the 
given triangle, since, by varying the sign, these equations may 
be written in four different ways. If we choose in both cases 
the + sign, the equations are 

l sin C — m sin (7-f n (sin A — sin B) = 0 ; 
l sin B -f m (sin 4. - sin G) — n sin25= 0 . 

The solution of which gives (see Art. 124) 
l = sin-4 (sin B + sin C — sin A), m = slnB (sin C -f sin /l — sin B), 
n = sin G (sin A + sin B — sin C). 

But since in a plane triangle 

sin Z? -f- sin O' — sin A = 4 cos \A sin \B sin| G y 
these values for 7, w, n are respectively proportional to eos 2 -J4, 
cos‘ 2 ^S, cos 2 ^C, and the equation of the corresponding circle, 
which is the inscribed circle, is 

cos|4 V(«) +cos V(/3) + cos V( t) = 0 ,* 
or a 2 cos 4 ^4. -f /3 2 cos 4 %B + 7* 2 cos 4 ^ (7— 2/3^ cos 2 \B cos 2 | G 

— 27 a cos 2 -|(7 cos 2 ^A — 2aj3 cos 2 \A cos 2 ^2?=6, 

We may verify that this equation represents a circle by 
writing it in the form 


/a cos 4 ^4. f3 cos A \B 

\ sin A sinjB 


— ' \ ( a sin- 4 sin-B-47 sin G) 
si n(J J K 


4 cos 2 |A cos 2 ^# cos 2 \G 
sin A si nB sin G 


(fiy sin A -f 7 a sinB+uft sin C) = 0 . 


* Dr. Hart derives tills equation from that of the circumscribing circle as follow# r 
Let the equations of the sides of the triangle formed by joining the points of contact 
of the inscribed circle be of = 0 , ft? = 0 , y' = 0 , and let its angles be A', //, C' ; then 
(Art. 124) the equation of the circle is 

ft'y' sin A f 4- y’a ' sin B r 4- a' ft' sin C r = 0. 

But (Art. 123) for every point of the circle we have a'- = fty, ft'? =r ya, r: aft, 
•and it is easy to see that A' = 90 - $A, &c. Substituting these values, the equation 
of the circle becomes, as before, 

cos \A J(a) 4- cos \B l(ft) + cos \C 4(y) = 0. 

If the equation of the note, p. 119, be treated similarly, we find that every point of 
the circle, of which a, ft, y, $ are tangents, satisfies the equation, 
cos \ (12) cos£ (23) cos£ (34) cos& (41) _ 

■K a ft) ](fi h) 4{ v*) J(d~ ’ 

where (12) denotes the angle between aft, &c. Similarly for any number of tangent#. 
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In tlie same way, the equation of one of the exscribed circles is 
found to be 

c? cos + s\xi\B + rf siiv^C'-2/3y sin 5 IB sin' 2 ! G 

■+ 2 7<* sin* JO cos'-’ 1.4 + 2 ai S sin ' 2 £B cos' 2 ^ = 0, 

or cos^.4 V(- a) + sin|5 V(/3) 4 sin| C Vfr) =0. 

The negative sign given to a is in accordance with the fact, that 
this circle and the inscribed circle lie on opposite sides of the 
line a. 


Ex. Find the radical axis of the inscribed circle and the circle through the middle; 
points of sides. 

The equation formed by the method of Art. 128 is 
2 cos 2 £ A cos 2 \B cos 2 £6' {a cos A + (i cos B + y cos 0} 


= sin A sin £ sin (7 (a C -2?LH + cos * »» + „ cos< if \ . 

\ smA H sihjB y sin (7 / 

Divide by 2 cos \A cos £7? cos £ C, and the coefficient of a in this equation is 
cos £ A {2 cos 2 £A sin £5 sin £(? - cos A cos \B cos £(?}, 
or cos \A sin £ (A — B) sin £ (A — C) t 

The equation of the radical axis then may be written 

a cos l A ft cos hB y cos £(7 __ _ ^ 

sin £ (B — C) sin £ (6'— A) + sin £ (A — JB) ~ 9 


and it appears from the condition of Art. 130 that this line touches the inscribed circle,, 
the coordinates of the point of contact being sin 2 £ (B—C), sin 2 £ (C-A), sin 2 £ (A-B). 
These values shew (Art, GO) that the point of contact lies on the line joining the two 
centres whoso coordinates are 1, 1, 1, and cos (I? — C), cos ( (7 — A), cos (A — J5). 

In the same way it can be proved that the circle through the middle points of sides 
touches all the circles which touch the sides. This theorem is due to Feuerbachs 


* Dr. Casey has given a proof of Feuerbach’s theorem, which will equally prove> 
Dr. Hart’s extension of it, viz. that the circles which touch three given circles can be 
distributed into bets of four, all touched by the same circle. The signs in the follow- 
ing correspond to a triangle whose sides are in order of magnitude a , b, c. The 
c-JS^crSWl circles are numbered 1, 2, 3, and the inscribed 4 ; the lengths of the direct 
and transverse common tangents to the first two circles are written (12), (12) . Then 
because the side a is touched by the circle 1 on one side, and by the other three circles, 
on the other, we have (see p. 115) 

(13)' (24) = (12)' (34) 4- (14)' (23). 

Similarly (12)' (34) + (24)' (13) = (23)' (14), 

(23)' (14) = (13)' (24) 4- (84)' (12), 
whence, adding, we have (24)' (13) = (14)' (23) 4- (34) (12) ; 

showing that the four circles are also touched by a circle, having the circle 4 on one 
ildc and the other three on the other. 
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132. If the equation of a circle in trilinear coordinates is 
equivalent to an equation in rectangular coordinates, in which 
the coefficient of a? 2 4 y z is w, then the result of substituting in 
the equation the coordinates of any point is m times the square 
of the tangent from that point. This constant m is easily deter- 
mined in practice if there be any point, the square of the tangent 
from which is known by geometrical considerations ; and then 
the length of the tangent from any other point may be inferred. 
Also, if we have determined this constant m for two circles, and 
if we subtract, one from the other, the equations divided respec- 
tively by m and the difference which must represent the ra- 
dical axis will always be divisible by a sin A 4-/3 sin B 4 7 sin (7. 


Ex. 1 . Find the value of the constant m for the circle through the middle points 
of the sides 

a- sinA cos A 4 - ft 2 sin B cos B + y 2 sinC' cos C— fty sinA — ya sin I? — aft mnC = 0. 

Since the circle cuts any side y at points whose distances from the vertex A are \c 
and b cos A , the square of the tangent from A is \bc cos A. But since for A we have 
>3 = 0, 7 = 0 , the result of substituting in the equation the coordinates of A is 
a' 2 sin A cos A (where a! is the perpendicular from A on the opposite side), or is 
be sin A sin B sin (7 cos A . It follows that the constant m is 2 sin A sin B sin C. 

Ex. 2. Find the constant m for the circle fty sin A •+• y a sin B + aft sin C. If from, 
the preceding equation we subtract the linear terms 

(a cos A + ft cos B + y cos C) (a sin A + (3 sin B 4 - y sin C), 
the coefficient of x 2 + y 2 is unaltered. The constant therefore for fty sin A &c. f is 
— sin A si nB sin C. It follows that for an equation written in the form at the end 
of Art. 128 the constant is — h sin A sin B sin C. 


Ex. 3. To find the distance between the centres of the inscribed and circumscribing 
circle. We find D 2 — JR 2 , the square of the tangent from the centre of the inscribed to 
, . ^ , r 2 (sin A + sin #4 sinC) 

the cncumscnbing circle, by substituting a—ft—y—r, to be — — gin A sin B ainO 

or, by a well-known formula, 1 = — 2 JRr. Hence JD 2 = R 2 ~ 2 I£r. 


Ex. 4. Find the distance between the centres of the inscribed circle and tha, 
l lirough the middle points of sides. If the radius of the latter be p, making u*e of 
the formula, 

sin .A cos A 4 - sin B cos B 4- sin C cos C = 2 sin A sin B sin C, 
we have I) 2 - p 2 = r 2 — rJR. 

Assuming then that we otherwise know R = 2 p, we have JD = r — p ; or the 
circles touch. 


Ex. 0 . Find the constant m for the equation of the inscribed circle given above 

Am, 4 cos 2 1 A cos 2 \ B cm 2 £ 0 

Ex. 6. Find the tangential equation of a circle whose centre is a'ft'y' and radiu® r. 
This is investigated as in Art. 86, Ex. 4 ; attending to the formula of Art. 61 ; and 
is found to be 

(\a' 4 - p-ft' 4- vy 1 ) 2 = r 2 (A 2 4- p 2 4 - v 2 — 2pv cos A — 2iA cos B — 2 X/x cos C), 
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Tlie corresponding equation in a, (3, y is deduced from this by the method afterwards 
explained, Art. 285, and is 

r 2 (a sin A 4 /3 sin B 4 y sin C) 2 = ((3y r — /3 7 y) 2 4 (ya' - y'd) 2 4 (a(3' — a(3) 2 
—2 (ya?~y f a) (aft— a.’ (3) COsA — 2(«/3— a r fi)((3y r — ft'y) cosl?— 2 {fiy’—fi'y') [ya'-y'd] COS G. 
This equation also gives an expression for the distance between any two points. 

Ex. 7. The feet of the perpendiculars on the sides of the triangle of reference from 
111 

the points ce', y'; ~ n -jp, ; (see Art. 55) lie on the same circle. By the help of 
Ex. 6, p. 60, its equation is found to be 

({3 y swA+yasmBA-ap sin C)(d sin^t/S' sinB+y sinC0Q3V sini 4 yd sin# + a' ft sin <7 ) 

= sin A sin B sin G (a sin-i 4 P sinB 4 - y sin C ) 

| W(/3MVco3 i4) l y’-i-fi'cosA ) / Qft'ly’i-a' co s B) ( a'+y'co dB) yy\a , -\~p , cosC ) (ft+dco sCf\ 

1 sin A sin B sin C 


r 


Ex. 8. It will appear afterwards that the centre of a circle is the pole of the line 
at infinity a sin A 4 ft sin B4 y sin C) and it is evident that if we substitute the 
coordinates of the centre in the equation of a circle, for which the coefficient of 
x 2 4 1 f- has been made unity, we get the negative square of the radius. By these 
principles we establish the following expressions of Hr. Cathcart. The coordinates 
of the centre of the circle (Art. 128) 

(la 4- fli/3 4- ny ) (« sin A 4 kc.) 4 h (fty sin A 4 &c.), 

T> JO 

are ^ (7c cos A 4 l-wi cos C - n cos B), j c (Jc cos B — l co &C +m — n cos A), 

JO 

~ (k co3(7 - IcosB — m cos A 4 n ), 

where R is the radius of the circumscribing circle. The radius p is given by the 
equation 

&V — R 2 { Jc 2 4 2 Jc (l cos A 4 m cosB 4 n cosC) 

4 P 4 n 2 4 n? — 2 mn cos A — 2 nl cos JB — 2 Im cos (7}, 

and the angle of intersection of two circles is given by 

pp' cos(? t l cos A A-m cos 23 -4 w cos (7 f V cos A 4 m* cos B 4 n * cos (7 

Tfl * - " 1 ^ h + F 

IV 4 mm' 4 nn! - (mn r 4 *»*») cos A - (nV 4 *7) cos B- (Im' 4 I'm) cos C 
•* — 


DETERMINANT NOTATION- 

132(a). In the earlier editions of this hook I did not venture 
to introduce the determinant notation, and in the ■preceding 
pages I have not supposed the reader to be acquainted with it. 
])ut the knowledge of determinants has become so much more 
common now than it was, that there seems no reason for 
excluding the notation, at least from the less elementary chapters 
of the book. Thus the equation of the line joining two points 
(Art. 29), the double area of a triangle (Art. 36) and the 
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condition (Art. 38), that three lines should meet in a point, may 
be written respectively 


» > y » 1 
y', i 


x \i V\i ^ 

y» i 


A, B , O 

A', B', G' 

y", i 

II 

sP 

y s , i 

> 

A", B", C" 


3Ex. 1. Find the area of the triangle contained by the three lines la -J- wt/3 4 
l' a 4- Ac., <fec.) (J. J. Walker). 

Ans. If a, b, c be the sides and A the area of the triangle of reference 

2 

A abc l ' , m' , n' 

Z ;/ , m", n" 1 

a, b, c a, b , c a, b , c 

1, m, n l' f m' t n r Z", m", ti" 

V , «z', Z", m", w" J l t m t n 

Ex. 2. The equation of the perpendicular from a'fi'y' on la 4* m(3 4- ny = 0, may bo 
written 

a, a', Z — wcos(7-- n cos 5 
/3, /3', — n cos ri — Z cos ^ 
y, y', n —l cosJ 3 -mcos-d 

132 (5). The equations of the circle through three points 
(Art 94), and of the circle cutting three at right angles (Ex. 2, 
p. 102), may be written respectively 


a? 

+y 2 , 

x ,y ,i 


x l + y\ 

, 

-y > 1 

x' 2 

+y' a , 



o' , 

sf 

/', i 

x m 

+y' n , 

x " i y" 


o" , 

g " , 

/", i 

x"' 2 

+ y"\ 

y"\ i 

= 0, 

o'" > 

rrr 

9 s 

i 


The equation of the latter circle may also be formed by the 
help of the principle (Ex. 6, p. 102), as the locus of the point 
whose polars with respect to three given circles meet in a 
point, in the form 

x +9 > y+f , g'x Afy 4c' 
x +9", y+r, g"* +f'y 4 c" 

* + y 4 g"'x +f"y 4 c'" _o. 

The corresponding equation for any three curves of the second 
degree will be discussed hereafter. 

132 (c). If the radius of a circle vanishes, [x— a) 2 + {y—ft'f — 0 
the polar of any point x'y', (x' - aj (x - a) + [yf - /S) {y - 0) =. 0 
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evidently passes through the point a J3. It is in fact the 
perpendicular through that point to the line joining a/3, x'y\ as is 
evident geometrically. Hence then if the circle 

x 2 4 y* H- 2gx + 2 fy 4 c = 0 

reduce to a point, that point which, as being the centre, is given 
by the equations x + g — 0, y 4-/= 0, also satisfies the equation 
of the polar of the origin gx +fy 4 c = 0. 

If given three circles /S", S'" we examine in what cases 
lS'+mS"-\-nS'" can represent a point, we see that the coordinates 
of such a point must satisfy the three equations 

l [x 4 * m (x 4 g”) 4 - n (x + g") = 0 , 

l{y+f)+™(y+f')+n{y+f") = 0, 


l (gx +fy 4 c') +m (g'x + f'y 4 c”) + n (g"'x + f"y 4* c") = 0, 

from which if we eliminate 7, m, n, we get the same determinant 
as in the last article; showing that the orthogonal circle is the 
locus of all the points that can be represented by IS'+mS'+nS'". 

The expression (Ex. 8, p. 103) for the angle at which two 
circles intersect may be written 2rr' cos0 = 2gg' + 2ff' — c — c\ 
If now we calculate by the formula of p. 76 the radius of the 
circle ZS'+mS"- f nS"\ and reduce the result by the formula just 
given, we find 


(7+ m 4 nf r 2 = IV 2 + mV ' 2 + nV m 

4- 2 mnr"r" cos 6' 4 2nlr"V cos 6" 4- 2 Imr'r" cos 
where 6\ 0", &" are the angles at which the circles respec- 
tively intersect. And since the coordinates of the centre of 
7 a , a „ lq' + mf + ng"' lf + mf"+nf" 

l + m-t-n 7 l+m + n 

that these coordinates will represent a point on the* orthogonal 
circle if 7, w, n are connected by the relation 7V*4^V /2 4&c. =0. 
If the three given circles be mutually orthogonal this relation 
reduces itself to its three first terms.* 


132 (d). The condition that four circles may have a common 
orthogonal circle is found by eliminating C, F, G from the 
four conditions 


2Gg+2Ff-~ C-c = 0, &c., 


* Casey, Phil . Trans., 1871, p. 586, 
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and is 


= 0 . 


S',/,/', 1 

1 

i. 

Since c denotes the square of the tangent from the origin to 
the first circle, and since the origin, may be any point, this 
condition, geometrically interpreted, expresses (see Art, 94) that 
the tangents from any point to four circles having a common 
orthogonal circle are connected by the relation 

OA\BCD+ 0 C 2 . ABD = 0B\ A GD + OD\ABG * 


132 (i e ). If a circle 

^ 2 + y 2 + 2 Gx + 2Fy 4 C~ 0, 

cut three others at the same angle 0, we have, besides the 
equation first given, three others of the form 

c' + 2 Br' cos 0 — 2 Gg' ~ 21^' +(7=0; 
from which, eliminating G , jF, (7, we have 

£* + / , -as, -y, 1 

c' + 212/ eos0, g' i f r , 1 
c" +21?/' costf, 1 

c m + 212/" cos f'\ 1 

Now if we write 2R cos 6 = "X, the determinant just written is 
resolvable into 


= 0 , 



-* , 

-y , 1 


0 , 

— a; , 

, i 

o' , 

/ , 

/' 

- 4 - A 

r ' , 

/ 7 

/, i 

c", 

9" , 

/", i 

*T A# 

r 7 


i 

o'", 


1 1 



r, 

/" i 


: 0 * 


b The first determinant equated to zero is, as has just been 
pointed out, the equation of the orthogonal circle, and the second 
when expanded will be found to be the equation of the axis of 
similitude (Art. 117). Thus we have the theorem (Note, p. 10D) 
that all circles cutting three circles at the same angle have a 


* Tkis theorem is Mr. R. J. Harvey’s (Casey, Trans . Royal Irish Acad . , xxiv, 41, H), 
, \ , ce this onl ? di ^ r3 foom the equation of the orthogonal circle by writing 
* + Ar for c , Acs. we obtain another form for this determinant by making the same 
change in the last determinant of Ait. 132 (6). I owe this form to Mr. Oathcart 
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common radical axis, viz., the axis of similitude. If h the 
second determinant we change the sign either of r' r" or /" 
we get the equations of the other three axes of similitude Now 
it has been stated (Art. 118) that it is optional which of two 
supplemental angles we consider to be the angle at which two 
circles intersect ; and if in any line of the first determinant of 
this article we substitute for 6 its supplement, this is equivalent to 
changing the sign of the corresponding r. Hence it is evident 
that we may have four systems of circles cutting the given 
three at equal angles, each system having a different one of the 
axes of similitude for radical axis; calculating by the usual 
formula the radius of the circle whose equation has been written 
above, we get R in terms of X, and then from the equation 
2l?cos0=X we get a quadratic to determine the value of X 
corresponding to any value of 6. 


Ex. 1. To find the condition for the co-existence of the equations 

ax+by + c — a'x A- ¥y 4- c’ = a"x 4- b"y -f c" = a"'x -f b"'y 4- c"' m 

Txrt the common value of these quantities be \ j then eliminating a;, y, X from the four 
equations of the form ax + by 4- c = X, we have the result in the form of a determinant 


X, 1, 1 , 1 

CL } CL y CL 

v, v n 


or A. 4- C r~ B 4- I), where A,B, C, D are the four minors got by erasing in turn each 
column, and the top row in this determinant. 

To find the condition that four lines should touch the same circle, is the same as to 
find the condition for the co-existence of the equations a = j3 — y— S. In this case 
fiie determinants A, B, C, I) geometrically represent the product of each side of the 
quadrilateral formed by the four lines, by the sines of the two adjacent angles. 


Ex. 2. The expression, p. 129, for the distance between two points may be written 


r 2 (« ein A 4* sinl? 4- y sln(7) 2 “ 


0, 0, a » 0 , y 

0, 0, ol , , y' 

a, a’j 1 , -cos <7, -cos# 

(3, (S', - cos C, 1 , - cos A 

y, y', —COS B, — COsi, 1 If 


and this determinant may be resolved into the product 


a, a', - 1 


I *> «'> “ 1 

p p’i 


A ft, * iC 

, -iB 


, iB 

y t y , C 


y, y , e 


or analogous factors arising from A 4- B 4 C - 7r. 
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Ex. 3. To find the relation connecting the mutual distances of four points on a 
circle. The investigation is Prof. Cayley’s (see Lessons on Higher Algebra , p. 23), 
Multiply together according to the ordinary rule the determinants 

xf + Vi, “2a?!, -2y lt l 1, cc lt y l} x? 4- y? 

~ 2o? 2 , - 2y 2 , 1 1, a? 2 , y 2 , x 2 2 4 y 2 2 

®s 2 + Vzi “ 2o? 3 , - 2ij 3 , 1 x 1, x 3 , y 3 , a? 3 2 + y? 

x \ + -2a? 4 , - 2y 4 , 1 1 , a? 4 , y 4 , a? 4 2 + y 4 2 , 

which are only different ways of writing the condition of Art. 94 j and we get the 
required relation 

0 , (12)2, (13) * (14)2 

( 12 ) 2 , 0 , ( 23 ) 2 , (24)2 

(13) 2 , (23) 2 , 0 , (34) 2 

(14) 2 , (24) 2 , (34) 2 , 0 1^0, 

where (12) 2 is the square of the distance between two points. This determinant 
expanded is equivalent to (12) (34) + (13) (42) ± (14) (23) = 0. 

Ex. 4. To find the relation connecting the mutual distances of any four points in a 
plane. This investigation is also Prof. Cayley’s (Lessons on Higher Algebra, p. 24). 
Prefix a unit and cyphers to each of the determinants in the last example ; thus 


o 

vP 

o 


0, 0, 0, 1 

— 2a?j, — 2y l} 1 
&c. | 

X 

1, Si, Xi+Vi 

kc. 


We have then five rows and four columns, the determinant formed from which, accord- 
ing to the rules of multiplication, must vanish identically. But tliis is 

0, 1 , 1 , 1 , I 

1, 0 , (12) 2 , (13)% (14) 2 

1, (12)% 0 , (23)% (24) 2 

1, (13)% (23) 2 , 0 , (34)2 

1, (14)% (24)% (34)% 0 =0; 

which, expanded, is 

(12) 2 (34) 2 {(12) 2 + (34) 2 - (13) 2 - (14) 2 - (23) 2 - (24)% 

+ (13) 2 (24) 2 {(13) 2 + (24) 2 - (12) 2 - (14) 2 - (23) 2 - (34) 2 } 

+ (14) 2 (23) 2 {(14) 2 4 (23) 2 - (12) 2 - (13) 2 - (24) 2 - (34) 2 } 

+ (23) 2 (34) 2 (42) 2 + (31) 2 (14) 2 (43) 2 + (12) 2 (24) 2 (41.) 2 4- (23) 2 (31) 2 (12) 2 = 0. 

If we write in the above a, b, e for 23, 31, 12 j and R + r, R + r', R + r" for 14, 24, 

34, we get a quadratic in R, whose roots are the lengths of the radii of the circles 

touching either all externally or internally three circles, whose radii are r, r\ r'\ and 
whose centres form a triangle whose sides are a, b , c. 

Ex. 5. A relation connecting the lengths of the common tangents of any five 
circles may he obtained precisely as in the last example. Write down the two matrices 


1, 0, 0, 0, 0 


0, 0, 0, 0, 1 

a/2 +y ' 2 _ r ’ 2 } — 2a;', -2 \ij , 2r', 1 


1, x’ , y\ r * , a;' 2 4-y' 2 - r' 2 

*" 2 4- y'' 2 - r" 2 , - 2a;" - 2 y’% 2 r", 1 


! 1*, y”, r", x* n 4 y" 2 — r" 2 

kc. 

} 

kc. 
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where there are six rows and five columns, and the determinant formed according to 
the rules of multiplication must vanish. But this is 

0 , 1 , 1 , 1 , 1 i 1 

1, 0 , (12)S (13)2, (14)2, (15) 2 

1, (12)2, 0 , (23)2, (24)2> (25)2 

1, (13)2, (23)2, 0 , (34)2, (35) 2 

1, (14)2 (24)2, (34)2, o , (45)2 
1,(15)2 (25)2,(35)2,(45)2, 0 =0, 

where (12), &c. denote the lengths of the common tangents to each pair of circles. Tf 
we suppose the circle 5 to touch all the others, then (15), (25), (35), (45), all vanish, and 
we get, as a particular case of the above, Dr. Casey’s relation between the common 
tangents of four circles touched by a fifth, in the form 
0 , (12)2, (13)2j (14)2 

(12) 2, o , (23)2, (24)2 

(13) 2, (23)2 0 , (34)2 

(14) 2, (24)2, (34)2, 0 = 0. 

Ex. 6. Relation between the angles at which four circles whose radii are r, r', r", r'" 
intersect. If the circle r have its centre at the point 1 in Ex. 4, r' at 2, &c, we may 
put for l2 2 = r 2 4 - r' 2 — 2n*' cosl2, &c. in the determinant of that example which 
becomes then 

0, I » 1 j 1 » 1 

1, 0 ,r' 2 +r2 -2r'r cos21,r" 2 +r 2 —2 r"r cos31, r"' 2 -fr 2 ~2r"V cos41 

1 } r 2 -{-r'2 —2 rr’ cosl2, 0 t r" 2 +r' 2 —2 r”r' cos32, r"' 2 -f r' 2 — 2r"V cos42 

1 , r 2 +r "2 _2 rr" cosUJ, r' 2 - f r " 2 -2 rV" cos23, 1 , 7’" /2 +r" 2 -2r" V "cos43 

1, r 2_|V"2_ 2 n.'" C osl4, r /2 -H , ' / ' 2 -2rV' /, cos24, r" 2 +r f " 2 — 2r"r r "cos34, 0 

= 0, 

subtracting from each row and column the first multiplied by corresponding square 
of radius and writing p for ~ , />' for ~ , &c. this reduces to 

0 , p , p' , p” ^ P m 

p , 1 , cos 21, cos 81, cos41 

p r , cos 12, 1 , cos 32, cos 42 

p" , cos 13, cos 23, 1 , cos 43 

p'" f cosl4, cos 24, cos 34, 1 

If in this we let cosTI = cos31 = cos 4l = cos 0, we have the quadratic in X 
mentioned at the end of Art. 132 e. 





CHAPTER X 


PROPERTIES COMMON TO ALL CURVES OP THE SECOND DEGREE, 
DEDUCED PROM THE GENERAL EQUATION. 

133. The most general form of the equation of the second 
degree is 

ax 2 4 2 hxy 4- by* 4 2 gx 4* 2 fy 4- c — 0, 

where a, S, c, fi y, h are all constants. 

It is our object in this chapter to classify the different curves 
which can be represented by equations of the general form just 
written, and to obtain some of the properties which arc common 
to them all.* 

Five relations between the coefficients are sufficient to deter- 
mine a curve of the second degree. Por though the general 
equation contains six constants, the nature of the curve depends 
not on the absolute magnitude , but on the mutual ratios of these 
coefficients; since, if we multiply or divide the equation by 
any constant, it will still represent the same curve. We may, 
therefore, divide the equation by c, so as to make the absolute 
term = 1, and there will then remain but five constants to be 
determined. 

Thus, for example, a conic section can be described through 
five points . Substituting in the equation (as in Art. 93) the 
coordinates of each point {x'y') through which the curve must 
pass, we obtain five relations between the coefficients, which will 

enable us to determine the five quantities, ? , &e. 

o 

134. We shall in this chapter often have occasion to use the 
method of transformation of coordinates ; and it will be useful 

* We shall prove hereafter, that the section made by any plane in a cone standing 
on a circular base is a curve of the second degree, and, conversely, that there m no 
curve of the second degree which may not be considered as a conic section. It was in 
this point of view that these curves were first examined by geometers. We monthm 
tbe property here, because we shall often find it convenient to use the terms ** conic 
section,” or “conic,” instead of the longer appellation, “ curve of the second degree.’* 
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to find what the general equation becomes when transformed to 
parallel axes through a new origin [x'y'). We form the new 
equation by substituting x 4 x' for x , aud y-iy' for y (Art. 8}, 
and we get 

a (x+xy+ Hi (x+x') (y+if) 4 b (y+ /)*+ (a?4aO+ 2 /(^+/) 4c=0. 

Arranging this equation according to the powers of the vari- 
ables, we find that the coefficients of x\ xy 7 and y 2 7 will be, as 
before, a 7 2 h 7 l ; that 

the new g 7 g' = ax' 4 Inf 4- g ; 
the new f f' = hx 4 by' ; 
the new c, c' = aa' 2 4 2/^y 4 Z>/ 2 4 2gx' 4 2fy' 4 c. 

Hence, if the equation of a curve of the second degree he trans- 
formed to parallel axes through a new origin , the coefficients of the 
highest powers of the variables will remain unchanged , while the 
new absolute term will he the result of substituting in the original 
equation the coordinates of the new origin* 


135. Every right line meets a curve of the second degree in 
two real , coincident , or imaginary points . 

This is inferred, as in Art. 82, from the fact that we get a 
quadratic equation to determine the points where any line 
y = mx 4 n meets the curve. Thus, substituting this value of y 
-433 the equation of the second degree, we get a quadratic to 
kknny mine the x of the points of intersection. In particular 
(see i coArt. 84) the points where the curve meets the axes are 
fccemined by the quadratics 
'*> r na,i^ + c = 0 , ly 1 4- 2fy 4 C = 0. 

s > c exception, however, may arise which does not 

:if in the case of the circle. The quadratic may 
itkfMmcCj if ifr simple equation in consequence of the vanishing of 
tke«% curve nt which multiplies the square of the variable. Thus 
m the cu xy 4 2y 2 4 x 4 % 4 3 = 0 

~4>n of the second degree ; but if we make y ■ 



umm- 


| ; The foil 



till % (Art. 12)' 


'f$xh indeed is 
through t he 



= 0, we 

pic equation to determine the point of meeting 
with the locus represented. Suppose, however, 
tadratie Ax 1 4 2ite 4 (7=0, the coefficient 0 


for equations* of any degree, as can be x>rovod in like maimer. 

T 
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vanishes, we do not say that the quadratic reduces to a simple 
equation ; but we regard it still as a quadratic, one of whose 

2 B 

roots is ac = 0, and the other x = — . Now this quadratic 


may be also written 

c S) +25 S) +4 “ o; 

and we see by parity of reasoning that, if A vanishes, we ought 

to regard this still as a quadratic equation, one of whose roots is 

1 1 2 B C 

- = 0, or x =oo : and the other -= — 77, or cc = — . The 

x 7 x 6 23 

same thing follows from the general solution of the quadratic, 

which may be written in either of the forms 

-B±\f(F 2 -AC) _ G 

x ~ A ~ 

the latter being the form got by solving the equation for the 
reciprocal of sc, and the equivalence of the two forms is 
easily verified by multiplying across. Now the smaller A is, the 
more nearly does the radical become — + 1> ; and therefore the 
last form of the solution shows that the smaller A is, the larger 
is one of the roots of the equation; and that when A vanishes 
we are to regard one of the roots as infinite. When, therefore, 
we apparently get a simple equation to determine the points in 


which any line meets the curve, we are to regard it as the 
limiting case of a quadratic of the form 0 . x 2 4* 2 Bx 4- (7= O co 
of whose roots is infinite; and we are to regard this as 
eating that one of the points where the' line meets the CAir r 0 U 9 ^ 
infinitely distant. Thus the equation, sold l as m ~v exan) “ l€t 
which may he written [y -f- 1) (x -j- 2 y 4 3) = <), 1% r*| ie CI ^ r> ^ muH * 
right lines, one of which meets the axis of x in a which 
and the other being parallel to it meets it in ai ■ 

distant point. 

In like manner, if in the equation Ax 2 4- 2 Tic 4 0- me 

and G vanish, we say that it is a quadratic equation useful! 

whose roots are x = 0 ; so if both B and A vanish 

that it is a quadratic equation, both of whose roar* ^ a cono 

w . , ,r T 1 . -1 , . Jfely, that thee* 3 $ n&J] 

With the explanation here given, and taking ac wwo 9 e ctum. It wa* in 

distant as well as of imaginary points, .we can We 

right line meets a curve of the second degree jf*° ““ the te Tf <I<5 T° 

b of tliC f ^ond degm* 
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136. The equation of the second degree transformed to 
polar coordinates^ is 

(a cos'd + 2 h cos 0 sin 9 + b sin 2 #) p 2 -f 2 (g cos 9 +/sin 9) p + c = 0; 

and the roots of this quadratic are the two values of the length 
of the radius vector corresponding to any assigned value of 9. 
Now we have seen in the last article that one of these values 
will be infinite, (that is to say, the radius vector will meet the 
curve in an infinitely distant point,) when the coefficient of p 2 
vanishes. But this condition will be satisfied for two values 
of 9, namely those given by the quadratic 

a -f 2 h tan 8 -f h taxi'd = 0. 

Hence, there can he drawn through the origin two real, coincident , 
or imaginary lines , which will meet the curve at an infinite 
distance ; each of which lines also meets the curve in one finite 
point whose distance is given by the equation 
2 [g cos 8 +/ sin 9) p -f c = 0. 

If we multiply by p 2 the equation 

a cos *6 -f- 2/i cos 6 sin 6 -f- l sin 2 # = 0, 

and substitute for p cos#, p sin# their values x and y, we obtain 
for the equation of the two lines 

aot? + 2 hxy + by' — 0. 

There are two directions in which lines can be drawn through 
any point to meet the curve at infinity, for by transformation 
of coordinates we can make that point the origin, and the 
preceding proof applies. Now it was proved (Art. 134) that 
a , h , b are (unchanged by $uch a transformation ; the directions 
are, therefore, always determined by the same quadratic 

\ a cos'd -f 2 h cos # sin 6 + b sin 2 # = 0. 

Hence, if though any point two real lines can be drawn to meet 
the curve at infinity, parallel lines through any other point will 
meet the curvi at infinity .f 

* The following processes apply equally if the original equation had been in oblique 

■coordinates. We then substitute mp for x. and no for y, where m is Sm and n is 

r * sin a> 

I) ^ *2) ; and proceed as in the text. 

f Thin indeed is evident geometrically, since parallel lines may be considered aa 
pa.'.- mg through the same point at infinity. 
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137. One of the most important questions we can ask, con- 
cerning the form of the curve represented by any equation, is, 
whether it be limited in every direction, or whether it extend in 
any direction to infinity. We have seen, in the case of the circle, 
that an equation of the second degree may represent a limited 
curve, while the case where it represents right lines shows us 
that it may also represent loci extending to infinity. It is 
necessary, therefore, to find a test whereby we may distinguish 
which class of locus is represented by any particular equation 
of the second degree. 

With such a test we are furnished by the last article. For 
if the curve he limited in every direction, no radius vector drawn 
from the origin to tH curve can have an /In finite value; but we 
found in the last article that when the /radius vector becomes 
infinite, we have a -f 2h tan # + b tan*# =|Q. 

(1) If now we suppose Ji L — ab to t/e negative, the roots of 
this equation will he imaginary, and 
no real value of # can be found which 
will render 

a cos 2 # + 2 h cos # sin # -f b sin 2 # = 0. 

In this case, therefore, no real line 
can be drawn to meet the curve at 
infinity, and the curve will be limited 
in every direction . We shall show, in the next Cj 
its form is that represented in the figure. A curve 
is called an Ellipse. 

(2) If A 2 — ab be positive , the roots of the equatio: 
a -f- 2 h tan # -f b tan 2 # = 0 

will be real ; consequently there 
are two real values of # which will 
render infinite the radius vector to 
the curve. Hence, two real lines 
(ax z -f 2 hxy 4 by 2 — 0) can, in this 
case, be drawn through the origin 
to meet the curve at infinity. A 
curve of this class is called a 

Ilyperlola, and we shall show in the next chapter that its form 
is that represented in the figure. 



aptcr, that 
f this class 
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(3) If K ~ ab~ Oj the roots of the equation 
a 4 2A tan 9 + b tan *8 — 0 

tv ill then be equal, and, therefore, 
the two directions in which a right 
line can be drawn to meet the 
curve at infinity will in this case 
coincide. A curve of this class is 
called a Parabola , and we shall 
(Chap. XII.) show that its form is 
that here represented. The condition here found may be other- 
wise expressed, by saying that the curve is a parabola when 
the first three terms of the equation form a perfect square, 

138. We find it convenient to postpone the deducing the 
figure of the curve from the equation until we have first, by 
transformation of coordinates, reduced the equation to its 
simplest form. The general truth, however, of the statements 
in the preceding article may be seen if we attempt to construct 
the figure represented by the equation in the manner explained 
(Art. 16). Solving for y in terms of a?, we find (Art. 76) 

by- — []wc- f /)dfc ob)a? -f 2 [hf— bg) x 4 {f z ~bc)}. 

Now, since by the theory of quadratic equations, any quantity 
of the form x l + px -f q is equivalent to the product of two real 
or imaginary factors [x— a) (x — /3), the quantity under the 
radical may be written (k*~-al) [x — a) (x — /S). If then ¥ — ab 
be negative, the quantity under the radical is negative (and 
therefore y imaginary), when the factors x — a, x — J3 are either 
both positive or both negative. Beal values for y are only 
found when x is intermediate between a and /3, and therefore 
the curve only exists in the space included between the lines 
aj = a, = /3 (see Ex. 3, p. 13). The case is the reverse when 
li 1 — ab is positive. Then we get real values of y for any values 
of Xj which make the factors x — a, x — $ either both positive 
or both negative; but not so if one is positive and the other 
negative. The curve then consists of two branches stretching 
to infinity both in the positive and in the negative direction, but 
separated by an interval, included by the lines ar = a, cc = in 
which no part of the curve is found, If h 2 — ab vanishes, the 
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quantity under the radical is of the form either x — a or a — cc. 
In the one case we have real values of y, provided only that x 
is greater than a; in the other, provided only that it is less. 
The curve, therefore, consists of a single branch stretching to 
infinity either on the right or the left-hand side of the line x = a. 

If the roots a and ft be imaginary, the quantity under the 
radical may be thrown into the form (A 2 — ab) {(a? — y) 2 + S 2 }. 
If then K* — ab is positive, the quantity under the radical is 
always positive, and lines parallel to the axis of y always meet 
the curve. Thus in the figure of the hyperbola, Art. 337, lines 
parallel to the axis of y always meet the curve, although lines 
parallel to the axis of x may not. On the other hand, if U l — ab 
is negative, the quantity under the radical is always negative, 
and no real figure, is represented by the equation. 


Ex. 1. Construct, as in Art. 16, the figures of the following curves, and determine 
their species : 

3x 2 + 4zy 4- y 2 - 3x - 2y 4- 21 = 0. Ans. Hyperbola. 

5a; 2 4- 4r cy 4* y 2 — 5x — 2y — 19 = 0. Ans. Ellipse. 

4a; 2 + 4 xy 4- y 2 — 5x — 2y — 10 — 0. Ans. Parabola. 

Ex. 2. The circle is a particular case of the ellipse. Por in the most general form 
of the equation of the circle, a = b, h ~ a cos u> (Art. 81) j and therefore k 2 — ab is 
negative, being — — a? sin 2 «. 

Ex. 3. What is the species of the curve when h = 0 ? Ans. An ellipse when a and 
5 have the same sign, and a hyperbola when they have opposite signs. 

Ex. 4. If either a or b — 0, what is the species ? Ans. A parabola if also k = 0 ; 
otherwise a hyperbola. When a = 0 the axis of x meets the curve at infinity ; and 
when 5 = 0, the axis of y. 


Ex. 5. What is represented by 
x 2 2 xy 

a 2 ab V* a 
Ans. A parabola touching the axes at the points x ~ a, y = 5. 


/ L ?/ 2 2s 2 y Ll . 
ab + 5 2 a ~ b + 1 ' 


0 ? 


139. If In a quadratic Ax 1 + 2Bx + (7=0, the coefficient B 
vanishes, the roots are equal witli opposite signs. This then 
will be the case with the equation 

(a cos 2 # + 2 h cos# sin# +■ J sin 2 #) p 2 + 2 ( # < 7 C 0 s#+/sin#) p + c = 0, 

if the radius vector be drawn in the direction determined by 
the equation g cos#-f/sin# = 0. 

The points answering to the equal and opposite values of p 
are equidistant from the origin, and on opposite sides of it] 

t 
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is 


therefore the chord represented by the equation gx + fy^o 
bisected at the origin. 47 

Hence, through any given point can in general be drawn one 
chord which wilt be bisected at that point. 


140. There is one case, however, where more chords than one 
can be drawn, so as to be bisected, through a given point. 

If, in the general equation, we had 9 = 0, /=0, then the 
quantity g cos 6 +f sin 6 would be = 0, whatever were the value 
of 0- and we see, as in the last article, that in this case every 
chord drawn through the origin would be bisected. The origin 
would then he called the centre of the curve. Wow, we can & in 
general, by transforming the equation to a new origin, cause 
the coefficients g and / to vanish. Thus equating to nothin^ 
the values given . (Art. 134) for the new g and/, we find that 
the coordinates of the new origin must fulfil the conditions 


ax' + hj' + y = 0, hoc- + by’ +-/= 0. 


These two equations are sufficient to determine x' and /, and 
being linear, can be satisfied by only one value of x and y- 
hence, conic sections have in general one and only one centre. It3 
coordinates arc found, by solving the above equations, to be,- 


¥~ h , Jig -a} 
ab-/i 1,J ab — hl 


T11 the ellipse and hyperbola ab-h 2 is always finite (Art. 137); 
but in the parabola ab - l? — 0 , and the coordinates of the centre 
become infinite. The ellipse and hyperbola are hence often 
classed together as central curves, while the parabola is called 
a non-central, curve. Strictly speaking, however, every curve 
of the second degree has a centre, although in the case of 
the parabola this centre is situated at an infinite distance. 


141. To fl nd the locus of the middle points of chords , parallel 
to a gir.cn line , of a curve of the second degree. 

Wc saw (Art. 1 30) that a chord through the origin is bisected 
jf <7 cos 0 4 /sin 0= 0. Now, transforming the origin to any 
point, it appears, in like manner, that a parallel chord will he 
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ax-k-hy 4-/7 in parallel to the line 
%4\/> consequently, rrf/ r/w- 
meJrrs of a guruhula, arc parallel 
to each, other . This, indeed, in 
evident, .since we have proved 
that all diameters of any conic 
section must pass through the 
centre, which, in tins <ta.se of the 
parabola, is at an infinite distance, 
and since parallel right lines may be considered as meeting in 
a point at infinity.*' 

The familiar example of the circle will sufficiently illustrate to 
the beginner the nature of the diameters of curves of the second 
degree. He must observe, however, that diameters do not in. 
general, as in the case of the circle, cut their ordinates at right 
angles. In the parabola, for instance, the direction of the dia- 
meter being invariable, while that, of the ordinates may be any 
whatever, the angle, between them may take any possible value . 

142. The. direction of the diameters of a parabola is the same 
as that of the. line, through the origin which meets the curve at an 
infinite distorter. 

For the lines through the origin which meet the curve at in- 
finity are (Art. IMG) 

air? 4 2 hxtj 4* Inf = 0, 
or, writing for h its value 

y{a)x + >J{h)yy^(). 

Rut the diameters are parallel to ax 4- hj = 0 (by the last article), 
which, if we write for h the same value will also reduce to 

*J(a)x 4 \f (h) y = 0. 

Hence, every diameter of the parabola meets the curve once at 
infinity, and, therefore, can only meet it in one finite point. 



* I fence, a portion of any conic section being drawn on paper, we can find its 
centre uml determine ita 2 *|x*;Um. For if we draw any two parallel chords, and join 
their middle point*, we have am diameter. In like manner we can find another dia- 
junior. Then, if these two diainr-tenf be parallel, the curve is a parabola ; but if not, the 
jMoint of intersection ix the cent rtf. It will be on the concave side when the curve is an 
ellipse, and on the convex when it i« a hyperbola. 


TJ 
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143. If two diameters of a conic section be suck that one of 
them bisects all chords 'parallel to the other ) then , conversely, the 
second will bisect all chords parallel to the first. 

The equation of the diameter which bisects chords making 
an angle 8 with the axis of x is (Art. 141) 

(ax + hj+g) + (hx 4 by 4 /) tan 6 = 0. 

But (Art. 21.) the angle which this line makes with the axis is & 
where 


tan & = 


a -{- h tan 8 
b tan 6 * 


whence b tan 6 tan & 4- h (tan 0 4 tan 9 r ) -f a = 0. 

And the symmetry of the equation shows that the chords making 
an angle 6' are also bisected by a diameter making an angle <9. 

Diameters so related, that each bisects every chord parallel 
to the other, are called conjugate diameters .* 

If in the general equation h = 0 , the axes will be parallel to 
a pair of conjugate diameters. For the diameter bisecting chords 
parallel to the axis of x will, in this case, become ax+g — 0 } 
and will, therefore, be parallel to the axis of y. In like manner, 
the diameter bisecting chords parallel to the axis of y will, in 
this case, he by ~bf= 0, and will, therefore, be parallel to the 
axis of X. 


144. If in the general equation c— 0, the origin is on the curve 
(Art. 81); and accordingly one of the roots of the quadratic 
(a cos *0 4- 2 h cos 9 sin S -f b si n 2 0) 4 - 2 (g cos 9 f sin 6) p =» 0 

is always /> = 0. The second root will be also p= 0, or the 
radius vector will meet the curve at the origin in two coincident 
points, if g cos 6 4-/ sin 0 — 0. Multiplying this equation by p 7 
we have the equation of the tangent at the origin, viz. gx-j-fir/^ 

Ihe equation of the tangent at any other point on the curve 
may be found by first transforming the equation to that point 
as origin, and when the equation of the tangent has been then 
found, transforming it back to the original axes. 


* Ifc “ evi ^ that none but central curves can have conjugate diameters, since in 
the parabola the direction of all diameters is the same 

ten! ^ me Proves that in an equations any degree when the absolute 

term vanishes the origin is on the enrve, and that then the terms of tho first degree 
represent the tangent at the origin, 
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Ex. The point (l, 1) is on. the curve 

3a; 2 — 4xy 4- 2<t/ 2 + 7a: — 5*/ — ■ 3 = 0 ; 

transform the equation to parallel axes through that point and find the tangent at it. 

Am, - 5y = 0 referred to the new axes, or 9 [x — 1) = 5 (y - 1) referred to 
the old. 

If this method is applied to. the general equation, we get for 
the tangent at any point x'y the same equation as. that found 
by a different method (Art. 86), viz. 

ax'x 4- h {x'y 4- y'x) 4- by'y+g [x 4- x') 4 Vf[y + y) 4- c = 0. 


145. It was proved (Art. 89) that if it be required to draw 
a tangent to the curve from any point x'y ', not supposed to be 
on the curve, the points of contact are the intersections with 
the curve of a right line whose equation is identical in form 
with that last written, and which is called, the polar of x'y. 
Consequently, since every right line meets the curve in two 
points, through any point x'y there can be drawn two real % coin- 
cident . , or imaginary tangents to the curve.* 

It was also proved (Art. 89) that the polar of the origin is 
<J x +fy+ c==: 0. Now this line is evidently parallel to the chord 
gx+fy, which (Art. 139) is drawn through the origin so as to 
be bisected. But this last is plainly an ordinate of the diameter 
passing through the origin. Hence, the polar of any point is 
parallel to the ordinates of the diameter passing through that point. 
This includes as a particular case: The tangent at the extremity 
of any diameter is parallel to the ordinates of that diameter. Or 
a-ain, in the case of central curves, since the ordinates of any 
diameter are parallel to the conjugate diameter, we infer that 
the polar of any point on a diameter of a central curve is parallel 

to the conjugate diameter . 


14G The principal properties of poles and polars have beep 
proved by anticipation in former chapters. Thus it proved 
/Art 98] that if a point A lie on the polar of B-, then B lies o 

Jlled point Cgi ; or, conversely, If a line [the polar of 

* A cur.e i» *dd the s^ond degra aad of tM 

rs -- ■ — - — • - 1 

t|?e same. 
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through a fixed point, then the locus of its pole [A~] is a fixe* 
right line . Or, again, The intersection of any two lines is th 
pole of the line joining their poles ; and, conversely, The lin 
joining any two points is the polar of the intersections of the polar 
of these points . For if we take any two points on the pola 
of A, the polars of these points intersect in A. 

It was proved (Art. 100) that if two lines he drawn throug ) 
any pointy and the points joined where they meet the curve , th 
joining lines will intersect on the polar of that point . Let the 
two lines coincide, and we derive, as a particular case of this 
If through a point 0 any line OR he drawn , the tangents at R 
and R” meet on the polar of 0 ; a property which might also be 
inferred from the last paragraph. For since R'R", the polar oJ 
P, passes through 0, P must lie on the polar of 0. 

And it was also proved (Ex. 3, p. 9G), that if on any radius 
vector through the origin, OR be 
taken a harmonic mean between OR' 
and OR", the locus of R is the polar 
of the origin ; and therefore that, 
any line drawn through a point is 
cut harmonically hy the point , the 
curve , and the polar of the point / as 
was also proved otherwise (Art. 91). 

Lastly, we infer that if any line 
OR be drawn through a point 0, and 
P the pole of that line be joined to 0, then the lines OP, OR 
will form a harmonic pencil with the tangents from 0. For 
since OR is the polar of P, PTRT' is cut harmonically, and 
-therefore OP, OT, OR , OT' form a harmonic pencil. 



Ex. 1. If a quadrilateral ABCJD be inscribed in a conic section, any of the points 
E, F, 0 is the pole of the line joining the other 
two. 

Since EC, ED are two lines drawn through 
the point E, and CD, AB , one pair of lines join- 
ing the points where they meet the conic, these 
lines must intersect on the polar of E) so must 
also AD and CB ; therefore the line OF is the 
polar of E. In like manner it can he proved that 
EF is the polar of 0 and EO the polar of F. 



Ex. 2. To draw a tangent to a given conic 
section from a point outside, with the help of the ruler only. 

Draw any two lines through the given point E, and complete the quadrilateral as 



I 
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in the figure, then the line OF will meet the conic in two points, which, being joined 
to E, will give the two tangents required. 

Ex. 3. If a quadrilateral be circumscribed about a conic section, any diagonal is 
the polar of the intersection of the other two. 

We shall prove this Example, as we might have proved Ex. 1, by means of the 
harmonic properties of a quadrilateral. It was proved (Ex. 1, p. 57) that EA, EO, 
EH, EF are a harmonic pencil. Hence, since EA, EB are, by hypothesis’ two 
tangents to a conic section, and EF a line through their point of intersection, by 
Art MU, EO must pass through the pole of 12F-, for the same reason, FO must pass 
through the pole of EF ; this pole must, therefore, be 0. 


147. We have proved (Art. 92) that the equation of the pair 
of tangents to the curve from any point x'yf is 


(ax 2j r 2hxy /j r by n + 2gx' 4 2fy\- c){ax 2 + 2/>^ -f by% 2gx+2fy+ c) 


= Wx 4 - h {x'y •+ yx) 4- ly'y 4 g (; am «) 4 /(/ 4 y) 4 c]\ 
The equation of the pair of tangents throu^eothe origin may be 
derived from this by making x —y ; or it may he got directly 
by the same process as that used Ex. 4, p. 78. If a radius 
vector through the origin touch the curve, the two values of p 
must be equal, which are given by the equation 
(a cos*# 4 2 h cos # sin # 4 b sin* #) p l 4 2 (g cos 6 4/ sin 6) p 4 c = 0. 
Now this equation will have equal roots if 0 satisfy the equation 
( a cos*# 4 2 h cos 6 sin 6 4 b sin*#) c = {g cos # 4 / sin 0]\ 
Multiplying by p 2 we get the equation of the two tangents, viz. 

{ac - /) x £ 4 2 (ch- gf) xy 4 {bo -/*) y l = 0 . 

This equation again will have equal roots ) that is to say, the 
two tangents will coincide if 


(ac-g^ibc-f^-ich-fgY, 
c (cibc 4 2 fgh - af* - bg 2 - cK 2 ) = 0. 


This will be satisfied if c = 0, that is if the origin be on the 
cum;. Hence, any point on the curve may be considered as the 
intersection of two coincident tangents , just as any tangent may 
be considered as the line joining two consecutive points. 

The equation will have also equal roots if 


cibc + 2 fgh — aj 2 — bg 1 — ch‘ — 0. 
wc obtained this equation (p. 72) as the condition that the 
quation of the second degree should represent two nght lines. 
; u explain why we should here meet with this equation aga , 
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it must be remarked that by a tangent we mean in general a line 
which meets the curve in two coincident points; if then the 
curve reduce to two right lines, the only line which can meet 
the locus in two coincident points is the line drawn to the point 
of intersection of these right lines, and since two tangents can 
always be drawn to a curve of the second degree, both tangents 
must in this case coincide with the line to. the point of inter- 
section. 


148. If through any point 0 two chords he draion, meeting the 
curve in the points E' r R", 8', 8", then the ratio of the rectangles 
OR' OR" 

will he cor a fint , whatever he the position of the point 0, 

Ob . Ob 

provided that the cki 1 Prions of the lines OR, OS he constant . 

For, from the /quation given to determine p in Art. 136, It 
appears that 

OR. OR' = ^ ~ . - a , , , 

a cos 0 4- 2 k cost/ sine/ 4- b sin 6 


In like manner 


OS'. OS"= ^7— 

t a cos 0 4- 2 h cos 6 8 \n6 + b sin 8 

, OR'. OR" __ a cos *&' 4- 2 h cos 8 r sin & 4* h sin 2 #' 

hence q S ~q^ a cos 2 0 + 2/i cos 8 sin 6 + h s\n*d~ ’ 

Bat this is a constant ratio ; for a, h , b remain unaltered 
when the equation is transformed to parallel axes through any 
new origin (Art. 134), and 6 , O' are evidently constant while the 
direction of the radii vectores is constant. 

The theorem of this Article may be otherwise stated thus : 
If through two fixed points 0 and O' any two parallel lines OH 


and O'p he drawn , then the ratio of the rectangles 


oR r .on ff 

O'p'.O'p" 


win 


he constant , whatever he the direction of these lines „ 

For these rectangles are 

c e / 

a cos 2 6 4- 2 h cos 6 sin 6 4- h sin 2 0 y a cos l 6 4- 2A cos 6 sin 0 4* b md l &- 
(c being the new absolute term when the equation is transferred 

to O' as origin) ; the ratio of these rectangles = - , and is, there-* 

c 

fore, independent of 6. 

This theorem is the generalization of Euclid III. 35, 3G, 


i 
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149. The theorem of the last Article includes under it several 
particular cases, which it is useful to notice separately. 

I. Let O' be the centre of the curve, then O'p' — O'p " and 
the quantity O'p'-.O'p" becomes the square of the semi-diameter 
parallel to OS'. Hence, The rectangles under the segments of 
two chords which intersect are to each other as the squares of the 
diameters parallel to those chords. 

II. Let the line OR be a tangent, then OR' = OR", and the 
quantity OR! .OR" becomes the square of the tangent'; and, 
since two tangents can he drawn through the point 0, we may 
extract the square root of the ratio found in the last paragraph , 
and infer that Two tangents drawn through any point are to each 
other as the diameters to which they are parallel. 

III. Let the line 0 0' he a diameter, and OR, O r p parallel to 
its ordinates, then 0R'= OR" and 0'p'~ O'p". Let the diameter 

meet the curve m the points A, A, then Q jg — J.0' O'B* 

Hence, The squares of the ordinates of any diameter arepropor - 
tional to the rectangles under the segments which they make on the 
diameter . 


150. There is one case in which the theorem of Article 148 
becomes no longer applicable, namely, when the line 08 is 
parallel to one of the lines which meet the curve at infinity; the 
segment OS" is then infinite, and OS only meets the curve in 
one finite point. We propose, in the present Article, to inquire 

OlS' 

whether, in this case, the ratio Qpg will he constant. 

Let us, for simplicity, take the line OS for our axis of a?, and 
0j£furthe axis of?/. Since the axis of a? is parallel to one of 
the lines which meet the curve at infinity, the coefficient a will = 0 
(Art. 138, Ex. 4), and the equation of the curve will he of the form 

2 Ley -f h/ 4- tyx -f 2/y +- c = 0. 

Slaking y =0, the intercept on the axis of a; is found to be 



and, making a?=0, the rectangle under the inter- 


cepts on tbe axis of y is 


c 

V 


I 
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Hence W/ ' 

Now, if we transform the axes to plftajlel axes through any point 
xy (Art. 134), b will remain unaltered^ and the new g = hy + g. 
Hence the new ratio will be 


2 W +.9) ' 


Now, if the curve he a parabola, h— 0, and this ratio is con- 
stant; hence, If a line parallel to a given one meet any diameter 
(Art. 142) of a parabola , the rectangle under its segments is in a 
constant ratio to ike intercept on the diameter. 

If the curve be; a hyperbola, the ratio will only he constant 
while y is constant ; hence, The intercepts made by two parallel 
chords of a hyperbola , on a given line meeting the curve at infin ity , 
are proportional to the rectangles under the segments of the chords. 


*151. To find the condition that the line Xx 4 py 4- v may 
touch the come represented by the general equation . Solving for y 
from Xxir py + v~ 0, and substituting in the equation of the 
conic, the abscissae of the intersections of the line and curve are 
determined by the equation 

(ap z — 2 hXp 4 b A. 2 ) x l 4- 2 ( gp 2 — hp v -~fpX 4 bXv) x 

4- ( cp z — 2 fpv 4 hr 2 ) « 0. 
The line will touch when the quadratic has equal roots, or when 
(ap 2 — 2 hXp + bX 2 ) ( cp 2 — 2 fpv 4 bv l ) = (gp 2 — hpy ~~fpX 4- hXv'f . 

Multiplying out, the equation proves to be divisible by /a®, and 
becomes 

(be —f ) X' 4 (ca — g 2 ) g 2 4 (gb — h 2 ) r 2 4- 2 [gh — af ) pv 

4 2 [lif— bg) vX 4 2 (fg - eh) Xp « 0. 

We shall afterwards give other methods of obtaining this 
equation, which may be called the tangential equation of the 
curve. We shall often use abbreviations for the coefficients, and 
write the equation in the form 

AX 2 + Bf 2 4 Gv 2 4 2Fpv 4- 2 GvX 4- 2 IlXp = 0. 

The values of the coefficients will be more easily remembered by 
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the help of the following rule. Let A denote the discriminant 
of the equation ; that is to say, the function 

ale 4- %fgh + af 2 — lg 2 — ch\ 

whose vanishing is the condition that the equation may represent 
right lines. Then A is the derived function formed from A, 
regarding a as the variable; and B y 0, 2 F, 2 (?, 2 B are the 
derived functions taken respectively with regard to 6, c,/, g , k , . 
The coordinates of the centre (given Art. 140) may be written 

a f 

o' T)' 


Miscellaneous Examples. 

Ex. 1. Form the equation of the conic making intercepts A, X', p ) p! on the axes. 
Since if w e make >/ - 0 or x = 0 in the equation, it must reduce to 

x 2 - (A 4- A') x 4- XX' = 0, y 2 — (jjl + p!) y 4- fi/t' = 0 ; 

the equation is 

fipxr 4- -4- AA'y 2 — /u/u.' (A 4- X*) a: — AX' (ji 4- p) y 4- W pfx* s 0, 

anfl /< i.-; undetermined, unless another condition be given. Thus two parabolas can 
he drawn through the four given points $ for in this case 

k = ± ^(XA'/n/F). 


Ex. 2. Given four points on a conic, the polar of any fixed point passes through 
a fixed point. We may choose the axes so that the given points may lie two on each 
nxio, and the equation of the curve is that found in Ex. 1. But the equation of the 
poh’r of any point x'y f (Art. 145) involves the indeterminate h in the first degree, 
and, therefore, passes through a fixed point. 


Ex. n. Find the locus of the centre of a conic passing through four fixed points. 
'Die centre of the conic in Ex. 1 is given by the equations 

4- 2 hij ~ pp! (A 4 - A') = 0, 2XA ’y + 2 hx - AX' (a 4-/) = 0 *, 

whence, eliminating the indeterminate the locus is 

— 2 XA'y 2 - «/ (X 4- A') .r 4- XA' {p. + p')y = 0, 

fi conic naming through the intersections of each of the three pairs of lines which 
I,, drawn through the four points and ftarngi the midale ^“ te , of r ^ 1 “^ 
Tin- 1«-IW -will a hyperbola when X, X' and n, fi bare either both like or both 
i like ,Vn« , and at. ellipse in the contrary ease. Thus it will be an ellipse when the 

wtt it a te-uitran angle J ; mus t, therefore , always be a hyperbola, 

ellipse or paraWa. X he c rcantscnDi g ’ thecentre of ahyper- 

w thflt som0 q :rti r it v a tho locus of centres is in this case an ellipse. In the other 
which can U- described through the given points. 


( 154 ) 




CHAPTER XL 


EQUATIONS OT THE SECOND DEGREE REFERRED TO TOE 
CENTRE AS ORIGIN. 


152. In Investigating the properties of the ellipse and hyper- 
bola, we shall find our equations much simplified by choosing' 
the centre for the origin of coordinates. If we transform the 
general equation of the second degree to the centre as origin, we 
saw (Art. 140) that/ the coefficients of x and y will =0 iu the 
transformed equation, which will be of the form 

ax 2 4 2 hxy 4 by* 4 c = 0 . 

It is sometimes useful to know the value of c in terms of the 
coefficients of the first given equation. We saw (Art. 1 , 4 . 1 ) that 
c — ax ' 2 4 %hx'y' 4 by' 2 4 2 rjx 4 2 fif 4 o, 
where x\ 1 / are the coordinates of the centre. The calculation 
of this may be facilitated by putting c into the form 

c = ( ax' 4 hy'+ff) x 4 (fix' 4 by 4 f) y 4 yc 4 fy 4 0 , 

The first two sets of terms are rendered = 0 by the eoonli- 
nates of the centre, and the last (Art. 140) 


-A ~~ jj , /> tl f1 ~~ qr, 

’ 9 ab-h* +f ab^]? +c = 


-p 


a b — Ii 2 


153. If the numerator of this fraction were =0 the trans- 
formed equation would be reduced to the form 

ax 2 4 2 hxy 4 by 2 = 0 , 

and would, therefore (Art. 73), repr esent two real or imaginary 


Observing that when/ and g vanish the discriminant to r (ah 

proved afterwards (Art 371). ’ 1 1 uI,u C!lb<i ° r a t-Jaus ji-cii, Ui 1« 

of tire centre, in the^uatioToT foepokr oTa" y ^ COO^,llm '■ ,:, 

. , ^+ h y'+9)^" + (hx' + h / ’+f ) J 

* «* ^ - Uac’crve. For 
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right lines, according as ab - Id is negative or positive. Hence, 
as we have already seen, p. 72, the condition that the general 
equation ot the second degree should represent two right lilies, is 
abc + 2 \fyh — of 2 - brf - eld = 0. 

For it must plainly be fulfilled, in order that when we transfer 
the origin to the point .of intersection of the right lines, the 
absolute term may vanish. 

Ex. 1. Transform Zx* +• 4 xtj +■ y 1 - bx - 6y - 3 = 0 to the centre (-J, - 4). 

Ans. 12x- -f IGxij 4- 4^ 2 4- 1 = Q* 

Ex. 2. Transform 4- 2xy - if 4- 8a; 4* iij - 8 = 0 to the centre (- 3, - 1). 

x- 4- 2xy ~ y~ z=: 22. 

HI. Ue have seen (Art. 13G) that v when 6 satisfies the 
condition * 

a cos*# -f 2A cos 6 sin 0 -f 5 sin 2 # = 0, 

the radius vector meets the curve at infinity, and also meets 
the curve in one other point, whose distance from the origin is 

_ c 

P g cos0-+/sin.tf * 

But if the origin be the centre , we have g ~ 0 , f= 0 , and this 
distance will also become infinite. Hence two lines can be drawn 
tli rough the centre, which will meet the curve in two coincident 
‘jj taints at infinity, and which therefore may be considered as tan- 
gents to the curve whose points of contact are at infinity. These 
lines are called the cfsi/nqitotcs of the curve; they are imaginary 
t in the case of the ellipse, but real in that of the hyperbola. We 

shall show hereafter, that though the asymptotes do not meet the 
curve at any finite distance, yet the farther they are produced 
the more nearly they approach the curve. 

JSmee the points of contact of the two real or imaginary tan- 
m*nts drawn through the centre are at an infinite distance, the 
line joining these points of contact is altogether at an infinite 
distance. Hence, from our definition of poles and polars (Art. 89), 
(hr. centre, may be considered as the. pole of a line situated altogether 
at an infinite distance. This inference may be confirmed from 
the equation of tho polar of the origin, gz+fy + c = 0, which, 
if the centre he the origin, reduces to <3 = 0, an equation which 
• (Art. G7) represents a line at infinity. 
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155. We have seen that by taking the centre for origin, the 
coefficients g and f in the general equation can be made to 
vanish; but the equation can be further simplified by taking a 
pair of conjugate diameters for axes, since then (Art. 143) h will 
vanish, and the equation be reduced to the form 

ax 1 -f Z>z/ 2 -F c = 0. 

It is evident, now, that any line parallel to either axis is bisected 
by the other; for if we give to x any value, we obtain equal and 
opposite values for y. Now the angle between conjugate diame- 
ters is not in general right ; but we shall show that there is 
always one pair of conjugate diameters which cut each other at 
right angles. These diameters are called the axes of the curves 
and the points where they meet it are called its vertices . 

We have seen (,jjrt. 143) that the angles made with the axis 
by two conjugate diameters are connected by the relation 
b tan 9 tan & + h (tan 6 -f tan O') 4 a = 0. 

But if the diameters are at right angles, tan#'==~~ — — 

J tan# 

(Art. 25). Hence 

h tan 2 # + (a — 5) tan# — h~ 0. 

We have thus a quadratic equation to determine 0 . Multiply- 
ing by p\ and writing x, y, for p cos #, p sin 0, we get 

hx 2 ~{a — b) xy — Inf = 0. 

This is^the equation of two real lines at right angles to each other 
(Art. 74) ; we perceive, therefore, that central curves have two, 
and only two, conjugate diameters at right angles to each other. 

On referring to Art. 75 it will be found that the equation 
which we have just obtained for the axes of the curve is the same 
a that of the lines bisecting the internal and external angles 
between the real or imaginary lines represented by the equation 
ax 1 4- 2 hxy -f by 2 = 0. 

The axes of the curve, therefore, are the diameters which bisect 
the angles between the asymptotes; and (note, p. 71) they will 
be real whether the asymptotes be real or imaginary ; that la to 
say, whether the curve be an ellipse or a hyperbola. 

156. We might have obtained the results of the last Article 
by the method of transformation of coordinates, since we can 
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thus prove directly that it is always possible to transform the 
equation to a pair of rectangular axes, such that the coefficient 
of cr y in the transformed equation may vanish. Let the original; 
axes be i octangular , then, if we turn them round through any 
angle 0, we have (Art. 9) to substitute for x, xcosO-y sin <9, 
and for y, a? sin 6 -f y cos 9; the equation will therefore become 
a{xcos8-y am Of + 2 h [x cos 8 - y sin 0) (x sin 8 + y cos 6) 

4i(o; sin#-b^ cos#) 2 -f c = 0 
or, arranging the terms, we shall have 

the new a — a cos 2 6 -l- 2 h cos 6 sin 9 f b sin 2 # ; 

the new h = b sin 8 cos 9 4- h (cos 2 9 — 4in 2 0) - a sin 6 cos 6 ; 

the new b=a sin 2 # - 2& cos 8 sin 8 -\} Cveos *0. 

Now, if we put the new h — 0, we get ITcEery same equation 
as in Art. 155, to determine tan#. This s £ juation gives us a 
simple expression for the angle made with ,^ c jgiven axes by 
either axis of the curve, namely, 

tan2# = ~^r. 
a — b 

157. When it is required to transform a given equation to 
the form ax* -f by* c = 0, and to calculate numerically the value 
of the now coefficients, our work will be much facilitated by the 
following theorem : If we transform an equation of the second 
degree from one set of rectangular axes to another , the quantities 
a~\rb and ah — hi 1 will remain unaltered . 

The first part is proved immediately by adding the values of 
the new a and b (Art. 156), when we have 

a' + b' = a + b. 

To prove the second part, write the values in the last article 
2 a '^a + b + Zh sin2 9 + {a - h) cos2 #, 

26' = a + b-$h sin2#-(a~&) cos20. 

Hence ia'b' = (a + l>Y-[Zh sin20 + («-&) cos20}*. 
j$ u t 4A'“= {2A cos‘20 — (a- b) sin20}' ! ; 

therefore 4 [ah' - h n ) = (« + &)* - W - (a - bf = 4 {ah -h*). 

When, therefore, we want to form the equation transforme 
to the axes, we have the new h = 0, 

o' -(■5 , = a4 a'b' — ab — Ji . 
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Having, therefore, the sum and the product of a' and V, we can 
form the quadratic which determines these quantities. 

Ex. 1. Find the axes of the ellipse 14x= - Ary + 1 1 >/- - 60, and transform the 
equation to them. 

The axes are (Art. 155) 4x 2 4- 6ay/ - = 0. or (2x - y) (x + 2//) = 0. 

We have a + b* = 25 ; a'b' =150; a' =10; b' = 15 ; and the transformed equation 

is 2a 2 4- 3 y 2 = 12. 

Ex. 2. Transform, the hyperbola 11a- 2 + 81 xy - 2 iff = I5G to the axes. 
cJ q- b r = — 18, ofb’ — — 2028 j a* = 30; V = — 52. 

Transformed equation is 3»* - 4y 9 = 12. 

Ex. 3. Transform ax 1 4- 2 hxy 4- hf- = c to the axes. 

Arts, (a A- b~ R) + (a -hb-h R) y 2 = 2c, where IP = 4 k 2 4- (« - *)*. 

-158. Having tftiaved that the quantities a +b and c/5~ h % 

remain unaltered j the; we transform from one rectangular Bystem 

to another, let uf-vrtjw inquire what these quantities become if 

we transform oblique system. We may retain the old axis 

of cc, and if4ve take an axis of y inclined to it at an angle <w, 

then (Art. 9) we are to substitute x+y cos co for ,r, and y siuoi 

for y. We shall then have 

a' = a, 7/ = a cos o) + A sin co, 

5' = a cos 2 to 4- 2/z cosa> sinco 4- b 

Hence, it easily follows 

a + V - 2li cos co 7 ah' — h n . 7 . t 

= a 4* 5, — = at? — k . 

sin co sin'co 


1/^ then , transform the equation from one pair of axes to arty 


other , quantities 


a + h — 27i cos co 




c/5 — /r 


remain unalt* m/, 


sin co sm~co 

We may, by the help of this theorem, transform to the (toys 
an equation given in oblique coordinates, for we can still 
express the sum and product of the new a and h in terms of 
the old coefficients. 


Ex. 1. If cos ca = transform to the axes I Ox 2 + fixy 4- 5 y 2 ss 10. 

a + 6 = W» a^=^3 8 , a = 5, b = *tf. 

A n$. 1 Ox 2 4» 4 1 if rr «$• J. 

Ex. 2. Transform to the axes x- — 3xy 4- y 2 4-1 = 0, where m = 00°. 

A rtf. X 1 — 1%* rr. 3. 

Ex. 3. Transform ax 2 + 2 hxy + hj 2 = c to the,, axes. 

A ns. (a 4- b — 2 A cos oi — It) x 2 -h (a + b — 2h cos co 4- It) y 2 = 2c si a 2 at, wh%. i © 
It 2 — [2h — (a 4 - b) cos «} 2 4- (a — l) 2 sin 2 co. 
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*159. We add the demonstration of the theorems of the last 
two articles given by Professor Boole {Cambridge Math Jour., 
III. 1, 106, and New Series, VI. 87). 

Let us suppose that we are transforming an equation from 
axes inclined at an angle w, to any other axes inclined at an 
angle 12 ; and that, on making the substitutions of Art. 9, the 
quantity ax' 4 ‘Ihxy + hf becomes a' X 2 + 2h'X Y + V Y\ Now 
we know that the effect of the same substitution will be to make 
the quantity as* + %vy cos o> + f become X t + 2XYcosS2+ 
since either is the expression for the square of the distance of 
any point from the origin. It follows, then, that 

ax* -f 2 hxy -f by 2 +\{x z -\-2xy cos to -fy 2 ) 

- a'X 2 + 2 JtXY + V I 72 + X [X 2 + 2 XY cosfl + Y 2 ). 

And if we determine X so that the first side of the equation may 
be a perfect square, the second must be a perfect square also. 
.But the condition that the first side may be a perfect square is 

{a ~-f- A) [b -f A) = {h -f A cos co) 2 , 
or A must be one of the roots of the equation 

A y sin 2 o> -h {a + b — 2h cos co) A + ab - It 2 = 0. 

AW. get a quadratic of like form to determine the value of A, 
which will make the second side of the equation a perfect square; 
but since both sides become perfect squares for the same values 
of A, these two quadratics must be identical. Equating, then, 
the coefficients of the corresponding terms, we have, as before, 

a 4 /; — 2 h cos <o a -f V — 2 It cos 12 _ ab — P _ a'V — P 2 

sin''Vi> sin 2 £t 5 sin 2 X2 sin' 12 


Tlx. 1. 'Flu? rum of the {squares of the reciprocals of two semi-diameters at right 

rJ.:xV OM'M/’h o' !:»*r i * constant. 

I# t ho a and p; then making alternately x = 0, y = 0, in the equation 

r .f ciivo, wc have act- - e, hfP = c, and the theorem just stated is only the 

I •. - rival interpretation of the fact that a 4- h is constant. 

J «?. 'YUr urKt of the triangle formed by joining the extremities of two conjugate 

i u.c tcr-t i: ■ con-taut. 

. x 2 y 2 - , . ab — h~ 

The • flatten referred to two conjugate diameters is a , 2 + p » = b slBce ~sh^w' 


ui.t, we have nfi f Hiii <*> constant. 

;i. The cum of the squares of two conjugate semi-diameters is constant. 

u , I _L _j — I b = -X. 'tp is constant; and 

7 si n 2 « U' 2 P'V W“ sm 2 w 


' a f» 


t -f h — VJi r:t . . 

is constant, 

hi IV M 

: i:w« h- constant, p.o must a' 2 4- P' 2 . 
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THE EQUATION REFERRED TO THE AXES. 

160. We saw that the equation referred to the axes was of 
the form 

Ax 2 4- By 2 = C 7 

JB being positive in the case of the ellipse, and negative in that 
of the hyperbola (Art. 138, Ex. 3). We have replaced the 
small letters by capitals, because we are about to use the letters 
a and b with a different meaning. 

The equation of the ellipse may be written in the following 
more convenient form : 

Let the intercepts made by the ellipse on the axes be = 

?/ = Z>, then making s = 0 and x = a in the equation of the curve, 

1 G 0 

we have Acl - Cj and A — -~ z . In like manner 2?=^. Sub- 
stituting these /values, the equation of the ellipse may be written 


Since we may choose whichever axis wc please for the axis 
of Xj we shall suppose that we have chosen the axes no that a 
may be greater than b . 

The equation of the hyperbola, which wc saw only differs 
from that of the ellipse in the sign of the coefficient of y 2 } may 
be written in the corresponding form : 

_ t _ i 
d* V “ 

The intercept on the axis of x is evidently =• + a, but that on 
the axis of y, being found from the equation ?/= —b'\ is imaginary j 
the axis of y, therefore, does not meet the curve in real points. 

Since we have chosen for our axis of x the axis which meets 
the curve in real points, we are not in this case entitled to 
assume that a is greater than b . 

161 . To find the polar equation of the ellipse^ the centre heiny 
the 'pole . 

Write p cos 6 for x 7 and p si nO for y in the preceding equa- 
tion, and we get 

1_ _ cos 2 9 sin 2 # 

-- + ~ , 
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an equation which we may write in any of the equivalent forms, 

p* = a% l ^ __ a 2 V l 

a 1 sin 2 0 + V cos 2 (9 b 2 4- (a 2 - b*) sin 2 0 ~ !F-(a*-P) cos 2 0 * 

It is customary to use the following abbreviations : 

a 72 2 d-V 2 

a ~b 2 =-c 2 ) — — = e 2 ; 


and the quantity e is called the eccentricity of the curve. 

Dividing by d z the numerator and denominator of the fraction 
last found, we obtain the form most commonly used, viz. 

d , b l 

“ 1 —e 2 cos 2 Q ° 


162. To investigate the figure of the ellipse . 

The least value that b 2 -\-(a 2 -b 2 ) sin 2 (9, the denominator in 
the value of p 2 , can have, is when (9 = 0 ; therefore the greatest 
value of p is the intercept on the axis of x , and is ~a. 

Again, the greatest value of b 2 4 [a 1 - U) sin 2 # is when 
sin#= 1, or 0 = 90°; hence, the least value of p is the intercept 
on the axis of g y and is = b. The greatest line, therefore, that 
can be drawn through the centre is the axis of x , and the least 
line the axis of y. Prom this property these lines are called 
the axis major and the axis minor of the curve. 

It is plain that the smaller 6 is, the greater p will be ; hence, 
the nearer any diameter is to the axis 
major , the greater it will be. The 
form of the curve will, therefore, be 
that here represented. 

We obtain the same value of p 
whether wc suppose 6 = a, or 9 = - a. 

Hence, Two diameters which make 
equal angles with the axis will be equal. And it is easy to show 
that the converse of this theorem is also true. 

This property enables us, being given the centre of a conic, 
to determine its axes geometrically. For, describe any concen- 
tric circle intersecting the conic, then the semi-diameters drawn 
to the points of intersection will be equal ; and by the theorem 
just proved f the axes of the conic will be the lines internally 
and externally bisecting the angle between them. 
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163. The equation of the ellipse can be put into another 
form, which will make the figure of the curve still more 
apparent* If we solve for y we get 

y=^V(*‘W). 

Now, if we describe a concentric circle with the radius a its 
equation will be 


y = sj ( d 2 — x 2 ). 


D 


Hence we derive the following construction: 

“ Describe a circle on the axis major , and take on each ordinate 
LQ a point P, such that LP may he to 
LQ in the constant ratio h : then the 

locus of P will he the required ellipse 

Hence the circle described on the 
axis major lies wholly without the curve. 

We might, in like manner, construct the 
ellipse by describing a circle on the axis 
minor and increasing each ordinate in 
the constant ratio a : h. 

Hence the circle described on the axis minor lies wholly 
within the curve. 

The equation of the circle is the particular form which the 
equation of the ellipse assumes when we suppose b~a. 



164. To find, the polar equation of the hyperbola , 
Transforming to polar coordinates, as in Art. 161, we get 


dV 


dT 


aW 


P o* cos 2 # — a* sin*# Id 1 - ( d l + If) sin*# [d £ + b' A ) cos*# —a* * 
Since formulae concerning the ellipse are altered to the corre- 
sponding formulae for the hyperbola by changing the sign of b\ 
we must in this case use the abbreviation c z for a 2 4- ¥ and 


: for 


* + b 2 


, the quantity e being called the eccentricity of the 


hyperbola. Dividing then by a 2 the numerator and denominator 
of the last found fraction, we obtain the polar equation of the 
hyperbola, which only differs from that of the ellipse in the sign 
of vis. 

. = ■ 

P cr cos* 0—1* 
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165. To investigate the figure of the hyperbola . 

The terms axis major and axis minor not being applicable 
to the hyperbola (Art. 160), we shall call the axis of x the 
transverse axis, and the axis of y the conjugate axis. 

Now b 2 — (a 2 + b 2 ) sin 2 #, the denominator in the value of p\ 
will plainly be greatest when # = 0, therefore, in the same case, 
p will be least ; or the transverse axis is the shortest line which 
can be drawn from the centre to the curve . 

A 3 6 increases, p continually increases, until 

sin# = -77-“ — , (or tan# = -) , 

VO * + i ) V cej J 

when the denominator of the value of p becomes =0, and p 
becomes infinite. After this value of #, p“ becomes negative, and 
the diameters cease to meet the curve in real points, until again 

when p again becomes infinite. It then decreases regularly as 
0 increases, until 9 becomes = 180°, when it again receives its 
minimum value = a. 

The form of the hyperbola, therefore, is that represented by 
the dark curve on the figure, next article. 


166. We found that the axis of y does not meet the hyper- 
bola in real points, since we obtained the equation y % = — V to 
determine its point of intersection with the curve. We shall, how- 
ever, still mark off 
on the axis of y por- 
tions CIJ, CB'=±b, 
and we shall find 
that the length CD 
has an important 
connexion with the 
curve, and may be conveniently called an axis of the curve. 
In like manner, if vve obtained an equation to determine the 
length of any other diameter, of the form p‘ = - If, although 
this diameter cannot meet the curve, yet if we measure on it 
from die centre lengths = ± It, these lines may be conveniently 
spoken of as diameters of the bynerhol-. 
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The locus of the extremities of these diameters which do not 
meet the curve is, by changing the sign of p 2 in the equation of 
the curve, at once found to be 

1 _ sin 2 # cos 2 # 


or 



This is the equation of a hyperbola having the axis of y for 
the axis meeting it in real points, and the axis of x for the axis 
meeting it in imaginary points. It is represented by the dotted 
curve on the figure, and is called the hyperbola conjugate to the 
given hyperbola. 


167. We proved (Art. 165) that the diameters answering to 


tan # = + - meet the curve at infinity : they are, therefore, the 
a 

same as the lines called, in Art. 154, the asymptotes of the curve. 
They are the lines CK , CL on the figure, and evidently separate 
those diameters which meet the curve in real points from those 
which meet it in imaginary points. It is evident also that two 
conjugate hyperbolae have the same asymptotes. 


The expression tan# — ± ~ 


enables us, 


being given the axes 


in magnitude and position, to find the asymptotes, for if we 
form a rectangle by drawing parallels to the axes through B 
and A, then the asymptote CK must be the diagonal of this 
rectangle. 


Again cos0 = V[a^ = i- 

But, since the asymptotes make equal angles with the axis of x . , 
the angle which they make with each other must be =2#. 
Hence, being given the eccentricity of a hyperbola , we are given 
the angle between the asymptotes , which is double the angle whose 
secant is the eccentricity. 


Ex. To find the eccentricity of a conic given lay the general equation. 

We can (Art. 74) write down the tangent of the angle between, the lines denoted 
by ax 2 4- 2 hxy + fof - 0, and thence form the expression for the secant of its Iialf $ 
or we may proceed by the help of Art, 157, Ex. 3, 
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Wc have 
where 
Hence 


1 _ a-\-b~ It ^ _a + b + R 
a 2 ~ 2 o j /3 2 ~ 2c » 

i2 2 = 4ft 2 + {a - £) 2 = 4ft 2 - 4a£ 4- (a + J) 2 . 
L_i - 5 - /3 2 _ 222 

/S 2 a 2 “ c 5 a 2 “ a 4- £ + 12 * 
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168. We now proceed to investigate some of tlie properties 
of the ellipse and hyperbola. We shall find it convenient to 
consider both curves together, for, since their equations only 
differ in the sign of b\ they have many properties in common 
which can be proved at the same time, by considering the sign 
of V 1 as indeterminate. We shall, in the following Articles, use 
the signs which apply to the ellipse. The reader may then 
obtain the corresponding formulae for the hyperbola by changing 
the sign of b\ 

x z v 2 

We shall first apply to the particular form — -f = 1, some 


of the results already obtained for the general equation. Thus 
(Art. 86) the equation of the tangent at any point x'y being 
got by writing xx and yy for x 2 and y 2 is 

^ , yy __ i 
a 2 + b 2 ~ # 

The proof given in general may be repeated for this particular 
case. The equation of the chord joining any two points on 
the curve is 

(x - X ) (x - x") , [y - y') (y - y") _ a? , y‘ , 

^ + ^ b 


or 


(a/ + x") x [y+ y") y _ x'x" yy" . 

{- ™ — *2 “ X J 


•which, when a/, y' = cc", y", becomes the equation of the tangent 
already written. 

The argument here used applies whether the axes be rect- 
angular or oblique. Now if the axes be a pair of conjugate 
diameters, the coefficient of xy vanishes (Art. 1 43) ; the coefficients 
of ic and y vanish, since the origin is the centre; and if a' and V 
be the lengths of the intercepts on the axes, it is proved exactly, 
as in Art. 160, that the equation of the curve may be written 
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Aj'A it follows from this article that in the same case the 
Nation of the tangent is 

' c xx r yy _ \t. . 

~ + -p-L. 

169. The equation of the polar, or line joining the points '• 
of contact of tangents from any point x'y\ is similar in form to 
the equation of the tangent (Arts. 88, 89), and is therefore 


xx 

d 


,2 + — 1 7 


xx wj 

or + jk = 1 ; 


the axes of coordinates in the latter case being any pair of 
conjugate diameters, in the former case the axes of the curve* 

OCX/ 

In particular, the polar of any point on the axis of x is « 1. 

ci 

Hence the polar of any point P is found by drawing a diameter 
through the point, taking CP.CP f ~ to the square of the semi- 
diameter, and then drawing through P' a parallel to the 
conjugate diameter. This includes, as a particular case, the 
theorem proved already (Art. 145), viz., The tangent at the 
extremity of any diameter is parallel to the conjugate diameter . 

Ex. 1. To find the condition that Xx 4 pj = I may touch — 4 - '{ = I, 

a 1 b~ 

t/7J f 'c 7 / 

Comparing — — 1, \x + (iy~ 1 , we find ~ = Xa, A = /xA, and £*/x* l w 


Ex. 2. To find the equation of the pair of 
Art. 92). 

Ans. (%■ 4 ~ ; 
\ a 1 b- 


tangentij from a/// to the curve {t-.cu 



Ex. 3. To find the angle <() between the pair of tangents from u-'*/ to the curve. 

When an equation of the second degree represents two right linos, the three hij'hext 
terms being put = 0 , denote two lines through the origin parallel to the two former ; 
hence, the angle included by the first pair of right lines depends .solely on the threes 
highest terms of the general equation. Arranging, then, the equation found hi tlifc 
last Example, we find, by Art. 74, 



Ex. 4. Find the locus of a point, the tangents through which iiiteivech at right 

angles. 

Equating to 0 the denominator in the value of tam/>, we find u? 4 f -- t t* \ L’\ ihn 
equation of a circle concentric with the ellipse. The locus of the ini ejection ut 
tangents which cut at a given angle is, in general, a curve of the fourth dugicc. 

170. To find the equation, referred -to the axes , of the diameter 
conjugate to that passing through any point x'f on the curve. 


p 


.0 
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The Iin^jjpqui^^passes through the origin, and (Art. 169) is 
parallel p/jj# ft , hgent at x'y ' ; its equation is therefore 

yyL-t 

F " 


xx 

a 2 


; '/ J t Let 0, 0' be the angles made with the axis of x by the original 
^ diameter and its conjugate; then plainly tan 0 = ^; and from 

^ 7 2 / 

the equation of the conjugate we have (Art. 21) tan# = — — 

ft* * 

Hence tan 9 tan & = — — , as might also be inferred from Art. 143. 

The corresponding relation for the hyperbola (see Art. 168) is 

l 2 

tan# tan #' = ~ . 

a 1 


to 


171. Since in the ellipse tan# tan#' is negative, if one of 
the angles #, #' be acute (and, therefore, its tangent positive), 
the other must be obtuse (and, therefore, its tangent negative). 
Hence, conjugate diameters in the ellipse lie on different sides of 
the axis minor (which answers to # = 90°). 

In the hyperbola, on the contrary, tan# tan#' is positive; 
therefore 9 and 0' must be either both acute or both obtuse. 
Hence, in the hyperbola , conjugate diameters lie on ike same side 
off the conjugate axis . 

In the hyperbola, if tan# be less, tan#' must be greater than 


but (Art. 1G7) the diameter answering to the angle whose 


tangent is - , is the asymptote, which (by the same Article) 

separates those diameters which meet the curve from those which 
do not intersect it. Hence, if one of two conjugate diameters 
nvet (i hyperbola t n real points , the other will not. Hence also 
it may be seen that each asymptote is its own conjugate. 


172. To find the coordinates x"y" °S tllB extremity ofi the 
diameter cor jugate to that passing through xy . 

These coordinates are obviously found by solving for x and y 
between the equation of the conjugate diameter and that of 


the curve, viz. 


xx yyj 

V + IF 


^ x y 
°> d‘ + V‘ 
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Substituting in the second the values of x and y found from the 
first equation, and remembering that x\ y' satisfy "the equation 
of the curve, we find without difficulty , f 

x" _ y y" __~x * 

a ~ b 7 b + a 

173. To express the lengths of a diameter (</), and its conju- 
gate (b') 1 in terms of the abscissa of the extremity of the diameter . 

(1) We have a'* = x ri + y'\ 

But ' 

Hence a ,i! = F + x' s = F + «V*. 

a 

(2) Again, we have 

or = (a 2 — x n ) + — * x n ; 

v J a 7 

hence V 2 — a, 1 — dx\ 

From these values we have 

a n +V* = d l + V', 

or, The sum of the squares of any pair of conjugate diameters of 
an ellipse is constant (see Ex. 3, Art. 159). 

174. In the hyperbola we must change the signs of l ? and 
l r \ and we get 

a /2 -5 /2 = a 2 - b\ 

or, The difference of the squares of any pair of conjugate diameters 
of a hyperbola is constant. 

If in the hyperbola we have a = 2>, its equation becomes 
x 2 -y* = a\ 

and it is called an equilateral hyperbola. 

d-he theorem just proved shows that every diameter off an 
equilateral hyperbola is equal to its conjugate. 

The asymptotes of the equilateral hyperbola being given by 
the equation ° 


0 , 
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are at right angles to each other. Hence this hyperbola is often 
called a rectangular hyperbola. 

The condition that the general equation of the second degree 
should represent an equilateral hyperbola is a =- 1 ; for (Art. 74) 
this is the condition that the asymptotes {ax‘ + 2hxy -f by 2 ) 
should he at right angles to each other ; but if the hyperbola be 
re tang alar it must be equilateral , since (Art. 167) the tangent 

of half the angle between the asymptotes =-; therefore, if 
this angle = 45° ? we have 

b = a. 


17o. To find the length of the perpendicular from the centre 
oil the tangent. 

ihe length of the perpendicular from the origin on the line 


xx yy 

~T + ~7 2" — 

a b 




Is (Art. 23) 


db 


</&+$ -v/c-y+w 

but we proved (Art. 173) that 




hence 


5V 2 ay 

a* + V ' 5 

ah 


176. To find the angle between any pair of conjugate dia- 
meters . 

The angle between the diameters is equal to the angle be- 
tween cither, and the tangent parallel to 
the other. Now ^ p 

* nvT GT P 
smGTT = ~ = r -. 

Ojl a 


Hence 


sin <f> (or rCP'j = 



The equation a'V sin (f>~ab proves that the triangle formed 
hj joining the extremities of conjugate diameters of an ellipse or 
hyperbola has a constant area (see Art. 159 ? Ex. 2). 


z 
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177. The sura of the squares of any two conjugate diameters 
of an ellipse being constant, their rectangle is a maximum when 
they are equal; and, therefore, in this case, si ncf> is a minimum j 
hence the acute angle between the two equal conjugate dia- 
meters is less (and, consequently, the obtuse angle greater) than 
the angle between any other pair of conjugate diameters. 

The length of the equal conjugate diameters is found by 
making a! = b' in the equation a 2 -p b' 2 = a 2 + whence a n is half 
the sum of d z and and in this case 
. 2 ab 

The angle which either of the equi-conjugafce diameters makes 
with the axis of x is found from the equation 

tan 0 tan O' — — ~ , 

by making tan 6 — — tan O'- for any two equal diameters make 
equal angles with the axis of a; on opposite sides of it (Art. 102J. 


Hence 


tan# = - * 
a 


It follows, therefore, from Art. 1G7, that if an ellipse and hyper- 
bola have the same axes in magnitude and position, then the 
asymptotes of the hyperbola will coincide with the equi-con jugate 
diameters of the ellipse. 

The general equation of an ellipse, referred to two conjugate 
diameters (Art. 168), becomes x l + y l ^a\ when a = b\ We 
see, therefore, that, by taking the equi-conjugate diameters for 
axes, the equation of any ellipse may be put into the same form 
as the equation of the cirdle, x* + y 2 -r\ but that in the case of 
the ellipse the angle between these axes will be oblique . 

178. To express the perpendicular from the centre on the 
tangent in terms of the angles which it makes with the axes . 

If we proceed to throw the equation of the tangent 
fxx' yif \ . \ 

\a r+ A 2 ' =1 J int0 tic f orm x cosa + y m\a=p (Art. 2 a), 
we find immediately, by conjiparing these equations^ 
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Substituting in tlie equation of tlie curve the values of x\ y\ 
hence obtained, we find 

p 2 = <l cos 2 a + b 2 sin 2 a.* 

The equation of the tangent may, therefore, be written 
x cos a -f y sin a — \J(d £ cos 2 a -f b 2 sin 2 a) = 0. 

Hence, by Art. 34, the perpendicular from any point {x'y) on 
the tangent is 

j (a 2 cos 2 a + 1 ? sin 2 a) - x' cos a — y sin a, 

where we have written the formula so that the perpendiculars 
shall be positive wlien x'y is on the same side of the tangent 
as the centre. 

Ex. To find the locus of the intersection of tangents which cut at right angles. 

Lot p, p' the perpendiculars on those tangents, then 

p- — o- qo&ci -f- h- sin 2 a, j/ 2 = (C l sin 2 a •+• h- cos ~a, p 1 + jr/ 2 = d? 4- 

But the square of the distance from the centre, of the intersection of two lines which 
cut at right angles, is equal to the sum of the squares of its distances from the lines 
themselves. The distance, therefore, is constant, and the required lucus is a circle 
(hoc p. ICC, Ex. 4). 

179. The chords which join the extremities of any diameter 
to any point on the curve are called supplemental chords. 

Diameters parallel to any pair of supplemental chords are 
conjugate . 

Tor if wc consider the triangle formed by joining the extre- 
mities of any diameter AB to any point on the curve D ; since, 
by elementary geometry, the line joining the middle points of 
two sides must be parallel to the third, the diameter bisecting 
AD will be parallel to BD, and the diameter bisecting BD will 
be parallel to AD. The same thing may be proved analytically^ 
by forming the equations of AD and BD, and showing that the 
product of the tangents of the angles made by these lines with 

. . . h* 

the axis is = — pp - 

This property enables us to draw geometrically a pair of con- 
jugate diameters making any angle with each other. For if we 
describe on any diameter a segment of a circle, containing t e 

~ Tj'~ like manner, v l = «' 2 coa^+ cos 2 /3, a and 0 being the angles the perpen. 
clieular makes with any pair of conjugate diameters. 
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given angle, and join the points where it meets the curve to the 
extremities of the assumed diameter, we obtain a pair of supple- 
mental chords inclined at the given angle, the diameters parallel 
to which will be conjugate to each other. 


Ex. 1. Tangents at the extremities of any diameter are parallel. 

CCto 7 / 7 / 

Their equations are — + ~ = -+ 1. 


This also follows from the first theorem of Art. 146, and from considering that the 
centre is the pole of the line at infinity (Art. 154). 

Ex. 2. If any variable tangent to a central conic section meet two fixed parallel 
tangents, it will intercept portions on them, whose rectangle is constant, and equal 
to the square of the semi-diameter parallel to them. 

Let us take for axes the diameter parallel to the tangents and its conjugate, then 
the equations of the curve and of the variable tangent will be 

ff. , __ * , mf _ i 

a "i f a >‘i £~2 ~ x - 


The intercepts on the fixed tangents are found by making x alternately = ± a’ in the 
latter equation, and we get 



and, therefore, their product is 



which, substituting for y' 2 from the equation of the curve, reduces to b n . 


Ex. 3. The same construction remaining, the rectangle under the segments of the 
variable tangent is equal to the square of the semi-diameter parallel to it. 

Eor, the intercept on either of the parallel tangents is to the adjacent segment 
of the variable tangent as the parallel semi-diameters (Art. 149) ; therefore, the rect- 
angle under the intercepts of the fixed tangent is to the rectangle under the segments 
of the variable tangent as the squares of these semi-diameters ; and, since the first 
rectangle is equal to the square of the semi -diameter parallel to it, the second rect- 
angle must be equal to the square of the semi-diameter parallel to it. 

Ex. 4. If any tangent meet any two conjugate diameters, the rectangle under its 
segments is equal to the square of the parallel semi-diameter. 

Take for axes the senv-diameter parallel to the tangent and its conjugate ; then 
the equations of any two conjugate diameters being (Art. 170) 


V 


xx! ipi _ 
a 72 " 1 * 


the intercepts made by them on the tangent are found, by making x = a', to be 


y 



and y = — 


l W a/ 

«' tf* 


whose rectangle is evidently = I/ 2 . 

We might, in like manner, have given a purely algebraical proof of Ex. 3. 

Hence, also, if the coni re be joined to the points where two parallel tangents meet 
any tangent, the joining lines will he conjugate diameters. 


Ex. 5. Given, in magnitude and position, two conjugate semi-diameters, Oct f Ob, 
of a central conic, to determine the position of the axes. 
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The following construction is fonaded on the theorem 
Example: — Through a the extremity of either diameter, 
draw ii parallel to the other ; it must of course be a tan- 
gent to the curve. Row, on Qa tahe a point P, such, 
that the rectangle Oct.aP = Ob- (on the side remote from 
O for the ellipse, on the same side fox the hyperbola), 
and describe a circle through 0 , P, having its centre on 
a,C 7 then the lines OA, 0_B are the axes of the curve ; 
for, since the rectangle Act .aB — Oa.aP — Ob-, the lines 
OA, OB are conjugate diameters, and since AB is a dia- 
meter of the circle, the angle A OB is right. 


proved in the last 
P 



Ex. Cu Given any two semi-diameters, if from the extremity of each an ordinate 
be drawn to the other, the triangles so formed will he equal iu area. 

Ex. 7. Or if tangents be drawn at the extremity of each, the triangles so formed 
“will be equal in area* 
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ISO. A line drawn through any point of a curve perpen- 
dicular to the tangent at that point is called the Normal . 

^Forming, by Art. 32, the equation of a line drawn through 

( OCX? \ 

— 2- + ] J > we for the equation 

of the normal to a. conic 

§ (3/-/)= Jsfc-aOi 


or 


<t 2 x 

ol 


In 

y 


= C, 


c* being used, as in Art. 161, to denote a 9 — l 2 . 

Hence we can find the portion ON intercepted by the normal 
on cither axis; for, making y = 0 ia 1 

tlie equation just given, we find 

<? , » , j! A_ 

x — ~r A x, or x — ex. — 

Wc can thus draw a normal to 
an ellipse from any point on the axis, 

for given CL V we can find cc 7 the abscissa of the point through 
which the normal is drawn. 

The circle may be considered as an ellipse whose eccentricity 
since c* = or ~~~ #* = 0. The intercept ON, therefore, is con- 
stantly = 0 in the case of the circle, or. every 'normal to a circle 
passes through its centre . 



in 
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181. The portion MN intercepted on the axis between the 
normal and ordinate is called the Subnormal . Its length is, by 
the last Article, 

, c* , 5 s , 

X r 2 X =~ 2 x 0 

a 2 dr 


The normal, therefore, cuts the abscissa into parts which are in 
a constant ratio* 

If a tangent drawn at the point P cut the axis in T, the in- 
tercept MT is, in like manner, called the Subtangent. 

a 2 

Since the whole length OT = -? (Art. 160), the subtangent 

OO 


d 1 , a 2 — x ' 2 

— ~ X — 7 • 

X X 

The length of the normal can also be easilf found. For 

PN* = FM* + NM*=y'* + ^x''J^ (J> • 

But if V be the semi-diameter conjugate to CP, the quantity 
within the parentheses = b' 2 (Art. 173). Hence the length of the 

normal PJST = — . 

a 

If the normal be produced to meet the axis minor, it can be 
proved, in like manner, that its length = ~ . Hence, the rect- 


angle under the segments of the normal is equal to the square of 
the conjugate semi-diameter. 

Again, we found (Art. 175) that the perpendicular from the 
centre on the tangent = ~ . Hence, the rectangle under the 


normal and ike perpendicular from the centre on ike tangent is 
constant and equal to the square of the semi-axis minor. 

Thus, too, we can express the normal in terms of the angle 
it makes with the axis, for 


b 2 ft* 

PN — — = - 77 - 2 — 5 fa " (Art. 178) ; 

p a /( a cos a + b sm a) v ? 


a (l — e?) 

— e* sin’^a) ’ 


Ex. 1. To draw a normal to an ellipse or hyperbola passing through a given point. 

The equation of the normal, a-x’y — b~x f y ~ &x’y\ expresses a relation between 
the coordinates x'y' oj; any point on the curve, and xy the coordinates of any point 
on the normal at xy*. We express that the point on the normal is known, and the 
point on the curve sought, by removing the accents from the coordinates of the latter 
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point, and accentuating those of the former. Thus we find thai. of F'P and Pit 
curve, whose normals will pass through {x'y) are the points of inunnstant 
given curve with the hyperbola 

c 2 xy = a 2 x'y — b-y'x, V 

Ex. 2. If through a given point on a conic any two lines at right angles to ?/ ^ ie 
other be drawn to meet the curve, the line joining their extremities will pass through 
a fixed point on the normal. 

Let us take for axes the tangent and normal at the given point, then the equation 
of the curve must be of the form 

ax 2 4- 2hxy 4- by- 4* 2 fy — 0, 


ffor c — 0, because the origin is on the curve, and y = 0 (Ai*5. 144), because the tan- 
gent is supposed to be the axis of x, whose equation is y — 0). 

Now, let the equation of any two lines through the origin be 

x 1 4- %p%y 4- qy 2 ~ 0. 

Multiply this equation by a, and subtract it from that of the curve, and we get 
2 (A - ap) xy + (i — ar,) f + 2 'fy = 0. 

This (Art. 40) is the equation of a locus passing through the points of intersection 
of the lines and conic ; but it may evidently be resolved into y = 0 (the equation of 
the tangent at the given point), and 

2 (h — ap) x + (b — aq) y 4- 2 /= 0, 


which must be the equation of the chord joining the extremities of the given lines. 

The point where this chord meets the normal (the axis of y) is y = — j but if 

the lines are at right angles q~—l (Art. 74), and the intercept on the normal has 
the constant length 

= ,jf. * 

a + b' ' 

If the curve be an equilateral hyperbola, ayl b~0, and the line. in question is 
constantly parallel to the normal. Thus then, if through any point on an equilateral 
hyperbola be drawn two chords at right angles, $ae perpendicular let fall on the line 
joining their extremities is the tangent to the curv®. 

Ex. 3. To find tiro coordinates of the intersection of the tangents at the points 

a?y, x"y". 

The coordinates of the intersection of the lines 


are 
Ex. 4. 

»y> *v 

Ans. 


xx ,y y - 1 x _ x y ~ 1 

"^2 ~*"7a~ sii + jji ~ 


*"> 


( i 2 ( ?/ — y ) b 2 (x 

x =r iLJ. y — —I—. . 

v x ~~y x xy -yx 

To find the coordinates of the intersection of the normals at the points 


x _ ( a ~ — b 2 ) x’rf'X 


{IP - a 2 ) y’y"Y 
5 b Y * > 


* This theorem will he equally true if the lines be drawn so as to make with the 
normal angles the product of whose tangents is constant, for, "in this case, q is 

2 f 

constant, and, therefore, the intercept — J - is constant. 
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181. The pO^ coor( 3j na t eg 0 f the intersection of tangents, found in the last 
normal and o- 

the last >4 ties of X and. Y may be written in other forms. Since by combining the 

aS 




we get the results, x'hj' 2 — yV 2 — b 2 (x' 2 — x" 2 ) — — a 2 (y' 2 — y"~) * 
hence 


x - x ’y " + v ' x " y = xy,t + v ’ x ” 

y’ + y" 1 x' + x " 


We can also prove 


{x' + x") 


1 + *£L + 3W. 

+ a 2 b 2 


Y = 


(?/' 4- v") 


i + ^ + yvl- 

a 2 ^ 


181 («). Let CP ; (7Q be a pair of conjugate semi-diameters 


of an ellipse; let the normal 
jP-A 7 meet CQ in U; take 
PD' each equal to CQ; then 
the lengths of the lines CZ), 

CD' are a — b 0 a + 2? respec- 
tively. 

For 

CZ7*= CP*+PD'*+2FD'. PD, 
but 

CP+PPW-fi 2 (Art. 173), 

and 2PD'.PR^%ah (Art. 175). 

Hence CD 2 = (a + &) 2 . Similarly for CD. 



The axis-major bisects the angle DCD'. For the line 


D'N = DP+ PN= V -t — = - (a + P. 

5' aa 

Similarly DN=-( a -l). At the point N, therefore, the 


base of the triangle DCD’ is divided in the ratio of the sides, 
and, therefore, CN is the internal bisector of the vertical angle. 
In like manner, it is proved that CN' is the external bisector! ' 

rPnn- theD ’ bemg given two conjugate semi-diameters 
’ , Q ' n ma gmtude and position, we are given the axes in 
magnitude and position. For we have only from P to let fall 
on CQ the perpendicular PPL- to take PP, PPP each equal CO; 
then the axes are m direction the bisectors of the angle DCI/ ■ 
while their lengths are the sum and difference of CD. CJY ? 


Tin; foci. 




179 


tub foci. z x 

.1 • - instant, 

lhl If on flu- ax,, major of a „ ellipse we take tv 

equi'li't.-uit (loin tin- centre who.se com- , 

r . i> 01 the 

limn tli.-laiicti ' K 

o'vd’-^j, or = i- r, 

tliC'C points an- railnl the f,ri of tbc It” 'C~~N r~7 


curve. 

I lie foci of a hyperbola am two points on the transverse 
axis, at a <li,tan<-<: thmi the centre still = ±Cj c being in the 
hyperbola 


~ - \/p/, -f -//*). 


To ' ■ r l' r ' A * t! “' ll > "/ point on an ellipse from the 

furux. 

,Sin«‘e the coordinates of one? focus arc (& = ~j-c ? 0), the 

fifjuarc of the di ctam-e of any point from it 


- n J + iP - * n 4- tf l - 2c./ + e. 

But (Art. 173) 

x 4 f \j* U l r*x n , and // -}- <? = a 2 . 

I kwe Fl» - a v - 2<?x 4- eV a ; 

and recollecting that r - ue, we have 

hT-a-wf. 


[We reject the value (ex' — o) obtained by giving the other 
mgn to the *|* mre root. For, Hint:*; x' in less than a, and c less 
than Jj the quantity * \c — a is constantly negative, and there- 
fore doe* not oiuo-rn us, as we are now considering, not the 
direction, hut the absolute magnitude of the radius vector FP.~\ 

W e have, similarly, the distance from the other focus 
F*P;~ a 4 ex', 

since we have only to write — c for 4' c in the preceding formula}. 

Hence FV \ F'P~- 2u, 

or, The bum tij 'the tfiJaunx of any paint on cm elf ipsa from the 
foci W cyn&hiut } an l ryitnf (<> thv. curia major, 

FS.'h In applying the; preceding proposition to the hyperbola, 
we obtain the mum value for Fl yi \ but in extracting the square 

A A 
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181. The po*i-Age the sign in the value of FI\ for in the 
normal and 'greater than a and c is greater than 1. lionet*, 
the last P constantly negative ; the absolute magnitude there- 
. the radius vector is 

FP=cx-a. 

In like manner F'P — ex' + a. 

Hence F'P-FJP=2a. 

Therefore,, in the hyperbola , the difference of the focal radii in 
constant , a .d equal to the transverse axis . 

The rectangle under the focal radii = ± [a* — that is, 
(Art. 173) = i'\ 

184. The reader may prove the converse of the above results 
by seeking the locus of the vertex of a triangle, if the base and 
either sum or difference of sides be given. 

Taking the middle point of the base (=2 c) for origin, the 
equation is 

\% ,J + (c + xf) ± V{/ + (o - xY\ = 2a, 

•which, when cleared of radicals, becomes 

=i. 

2 » 2 2 x 
ar a - c 

Now, if the sum of the sides be given, since the sum must 
always be greater than the base, a is greater than a ) therefor© 
the coefficient of y l is positive, and the locus an ellipse. 

If the difference be given, a. is less than c, the coefficient of 
is negative, and the locus a hyperbola . 


185. By the help of the preceding theorems we can describe 
an ellipse or hyperbola mechanically. 

If the extremities of a thread he fastened at two fixed point?* 
-2^ and F\ it is plain that a pencil moved about so as to keep tint 
thread always stretched will describe an ellipse whose foci are F 
and F\ and whose axis major is equal to the length of the thread. 
In order to describe a hyperbola, let a ruler be fastened at 


one extremity (F), and capable of moving 

round it, then if a thread, fastened to a 

fixed point F\ and also to a fixed point on up 

the ruler (i 5), be kept stretched by a ring i 

at Fj as the ruler is moved round, the point ^ ^ 
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P will describe a hyperbola; for, since the sum of F'P and PR 
in constant, the diilerence <>t l'P ami F* P will he constant. 


]Sfh The polar of either focus is called the 
conic section. 1 h»* uim-trix must, therefore 
{Art. 1 r»*J , h<* a hue perpendicular to the axis 

. r • » U* 

major at a distance ii'nin the, <*entre * 

* c 

Knowing the d; fanee of tie* directrix from 

the centre, v,v ran fuel :t-t «h • inner from any 

point on the curve. It muU he cijual to 


fUnrtrir of the 



But the <li Fuse*' of any point on the, curve from the focus 
rrrt — e.r\ Heuee \ve obtain the important property, that the 
distant'*' i*f rt/iy t*n tu*' cure*' from the /‘nr us is in a constant 

ratio to i*‘< thstnnr Je^m th di/‘ntri.r } viz:, as c to L 

Conversely, n »*ii*' 'motion may he defined as the locus of a 
point whom ilhtanee frmii a fixed point <the focus) is in a con- 
stant ratio to its d!-?:yic** from a fixed line (the directrix). On 
this definition several writers have based the. theory of conic 
sections. Taking the ii\rd line for the, axis of a:, the ccjuatiou 
of the locus is at once written dow n 


Lr • /f * 7 / //' <y, 

which it is ea v to “.re will represent an ellipse, hyperbola, or 
parabola, a* ' opting :n c is Icsh, greater than, or cfjua! to L 

Tt. |f * *:? v» n- *•••'; * * e , ir .«;>:•« •- >\ny j *r.ui *,f it fe<m a fixol point 
Pin U' «■ T] ; ^ :» .--.a: : ■ " 1 ■ U":*0 *' *4 f * : CO ,P limit «* *, f !|«*U tll<» 

ram *•.•*,>* i .?,■-■■ 4 a*-. I ♦*.»• *>,;!.*, c Ua:m { .<*e 0'Jlu* n's fjmirttinnte 

F,,r f It U:- -#* » u* 

c e ' - 1 

f - ■(> j* , /,' v * t: -i Cv r !*•? fail on the ilrhl. lino whe-e 

• •. | r / iv , f* c- * '■ f ; I' .• fi ? lit* 4s '• f.’UH > ’ < • f CUV of 

f* ; <_ r ,rv<: if- .?.•* x | j I i.n 4 r/-;,V-*a;U n)io to its fi'Mtt this l*I»e. 


1 R7. 7h /he/ the length of the jh rpendindar /ram the foam tin 
(lie fmiqnit. 

f l‘he length of t!jc perpendicular from the, locus {/ Oj on 
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the line +^-=lj is, by Art. 84, 


cx 

<L 


but, Art. 175, 


•v/M) 


V_ 

ah' 


Hence (see fig. p. 177) 

FT=~ (a -ex') = ^FF. 

Likewise F' T = - {a + ex') = F'P. 

Hence FT.FT—F (since a 2 -eV 2 = V% 

or, The rectangle under the focal perpendicular's on the tangent is 

constant , and equal to the square of the semi-axis minor. 

This property applies equally to the ellipse and the hyperbola* 


188. The focal radii make equal angles with the tangent 

FT -l VP nr FT -^ 

FT— y FF-, or FJp - y, 


For we had 


but 


FT 

FP 


= sin FPT. 


Hence the sine of the angle which the focal radius vector FP 

makes with the tangent =~. But we find, in like manner* 

the same value for si nF'PT\ the sine of the angle which t he 
other focal radius vector F’P makes with the tangent. 

The theorem of this article is true both for the ellipse and 
hyperbola, and, on looking at the 
figures, it is evident that the tangent 
to the ellipse is the external bisector 
of the angle between the focal radii, 
and the tangent to the hyperbola the 
internal bisector. 

Hence, if an ellipse and hyperbola , 
having the same foci, pass through the. same point , they will cut 
each other at right angles , that is to say, the tangent to the ellipao 
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at that point will In: at right angles to the tangent to the 
hyperbola. 

Kx. L IV «V'* :e i!v‘ ' y " ? >’ r O »• ■ .v- r;;‘. 

The CQuniO..i 0 - ■. « .f I- 


Bath f}‘ the e-hei-.n 


But If lU rw,/ . V ,•» 


Bui th; . i • 5;.»: » he-.n 'Art.. h.’> F.v. :<u 






; <-' s i one fjuja th<-(ij.3 t . r, vix. 


^ , Ui.-l 'I,; < i f U{ hut Wruxmra 

0 , 


I A. I’. K 



\ AV 

thirst: 


J.v 

' f X<' 





• ' ’ *' fh»: *•' -‘s* *»* j ,*>;;»]<« ! ! ■> i ,*1 Jj» r 

; ?.«!;•••..; u- fr*»m j !i*’ «•••!}» iv «ut lh«* Uuij'Clit 

U * + K’ 1 ’ 0 V ‘ A, ‘‘0 th«: r.i'iiua vi* i<u uu>i Ouij'riit, jhkI jjj 


ks* t *■: *'/ in:** * v f- r. * a; .< n 1.' o, } - of fj ;u !*»•» wvcft flic ft ml 


I7vh#. o\v. \v -‘U <• ; t ■■ : . : ' • « |- I *a), r’i a.o- {.)oj.f»r? u»iu»J fi# tll«; 

f»«f al t:i-. J • ■ ' U* I: S-* t.f t jir UMlinl hnM f l;«* r*'Ji| Hr i.i 

(«\F. I**’ r ' ’ IB • "- :i 0.<- i- .■ j 11 x . t * * "... ‘ ;nnl r CV, ijuuitt 

U'fii’i* iv. « 'V.-Fr-Fv f « «• * , w , k . r r J *. 

t* w I *• •:.* *'• *••••*• ' ' : i»'-y mji t|i<* iuin minor. 

^ nJ . I O’'* ’ f •••- ■ .■ njvt *hv f'.vo fnt \ f will HiMit the. CUI'VC uf, 

l^tb Another ifnjM»rt:»nt rniHrcpifnc*c may he derlum) from 
the tlieonan of Art. I -o , that the reetanglr, under the foral p<*r- 
pemiindarH on th* U f oe Oant. 

hor ? if we take any two tati'p uf ^ wc have (m*e figure., next 


page) 


F!\F*T 


Ft.rt\ 


or 


/ 7 * AY # 

Ft *" A"7 ,/; 


AT. 

hut ’ . in the ratio of the aiwM of the parfrf into 

/ / *if . 

/? / 

FI* dividva the migb at T, and w the ratio 


which the Hue 
of the sinew of 
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the parts into which F'P divides the same angle ; we have, there- 
fore, the angle TPF — t'PF'. 

If we conceive a conic section to pass 
through P, having F and F r for foci, it 
was proved in Art. 188, that the tangent 
to it must be equally inclined to the lines 
PIP, F'P: it follows, therefore, from 
the present Article, that it must be also 
equally inclined to PP, Pt] hence we learn that if through any 
point (P) of a conic section we draw tangents ( PT \ Pt) to a con- 
focal conic section , these tangents will he equally inclined to the 
tangent at P. 

190. To find the locus of the foot of the perpendicular let fall 
from either focus on the tangent 

The perpendicular from the focus is expressed in terms of 
the angles it makes with the axis by putting x —c^ y ~ 0 in the 
formula of Art. 178, viz., 

p — f ( a 2 cos 2 a 4 F sin 2 a) — x' cos a — y' sin a. 

Hence the polar equation of the locus is 

p = f{F cos 2 a 4 F sin 2 a) — c cos a, 
or p 2 4 2cp cos a 4 c 2 cos 2 a = a 2 cos 2 a -f -F sin 2 a, 

or p 2 4 2 cp cos a = F. 

This (Art. 95) is the polar equation of a cmcle whose centre 
is on the axis of cc, at a distance from the focus = — c; the circle 
is, therefore, concentric with the curve. The radius of the circle 
is, by the same Article, = a. 

Hence, If ioe describe a circle having for diameter the trans- 
verse axis of an ellipse or hyperbola , the perpendicular from the 
focus will meet the tangent on the circumference of this circle . 

Or, conversely, if from any point F (see figure, p. 177) ice 
draw a radius vector FT to a given circle , and draw TP perpen- 
dicular to FT \ the line TP will always touch a conic section , having 
F for its focus , which will he an ellipse or hyperbola , according as 
F is within or without the circle . 

It may he inferred from Art. 188, Ex, 2, that the line GT \ 
whose length = <z, is parallel to the focal radius vector F'P, 
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191. To find the an fie subtended at the focus by the tangent 
drawn to a central conic from any point {xy). 

Let the point of contact be (x'?/), the centre being the origin, 
tlicn, if the radii from the focus F to the points {xy), {, x'y '), 
be p, p', and make angles 6 , 6\ with the axis, it is evident that 

// ry “f" C - nr 1/' 

COS 0 = — — Sin 0 - J -. 

P P p 

Hence cost 0—0) = > -- : 

PP 

but from the equation of the tangent we must have 

mf 


cos*-^- 0 , 

e 


Hill 0 = 


XX 

. 4 - ■ 

a* 1/ 


l. 


Substituting- tins value of yy\ we get 


or 


pp cos {0 - O') = xx 4- cx 4- cx q- 6 l ~ ~r, xx' + & 2 , 
: e x xxf 4* cx 4 cx! 4- a 2 ■•= (« 4 ex) (a + ex') • 


or, since p = « 4- ex', we have, (see O’Brien’s Coordinate 


Geometry, p. 15G), 


cos (0 - 0') : 


a 4* cx 
P 


Since this value depends solely on the coordinates xy, and does 
not involve the coordinates of the point of contact, either tangent 
drawn from xy subtends the came angle at the focus. Hence, 
The any lx subtended at the Jams by any chord is bisected by the 
line joininy the focus to its pole,. 


192. The line, joininy the foms to the : pole of any chord 
passing throuyh it ts perpu ndimlar to that chord. 

This may be deduced as a particular ease of the last Article, 
the angle subtended at the focus being in this ease 180’'; or 
directly as follows The equation of the perpendicular through 

any point xy to the polar of that point ^ 4 ^ ~ ij is, as in 

Art. 180, d\c liy ;J 

x y 

a * 

But if xy be anywhere, on the directrix, we have, x! — — , and 

it will then be, found that both the equation of the polar and that 
of the* perpendicular are s^trdied by the coordinated of the focus 
{x=c.,y~ Op 
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When in any curve we use polar coordinates, the portion 
intercepted by the tangent on a perpendicular to the radius vector 
drawn through the pole is called the polar suhtanr/ent. 3 1 cnee 
the theorem of this Article may be stated thus : The focus briny 
the pole, the locus of the extremity of the polar subtangent is the 
directrix . 

It will be proved (Chap. XII.) that the theorems of this and 
the last Article are true also for the parabola. 

Ex. 1. The angle is constant "which is subtended at the focus, by the portion in- 
tercepted on a variable tangent between two fixed tangents. 

ByArt.l91,it is half the angle subtended by the chord of contact of tliefixcl Uiritfanta . 

Ex. 2. If any chord PP' cut the direc- p* 

trix in D, then FJD is the external bisector / 

of the angle AAA'. For ATis the internal 
bisector (Art. 191) ; but D is the pole of 
AT (since it is the intersection of PP f , the J) 

polar of T, with the directrix, the polar of ^ ■ — 

A) ; therefore, A A is perpendicular to FT, V 

and is therefore the external bisector. 

[The following theorems (communi- 

cateS-Uumby the Uev. W. E. Sadleir) are — - 

founded on the analogy between the equations of the polar and the tangent, f 

Ex. 3. If a point be taken anywhere on a fixed perpendicular to the axis, the per- 
pendicular from it on its polar will pass through a fixed point on the axis, i*Vr tho 
intercept made by the perpendicular will (as in Art. 180) be e-V, and will therefore b»i 
constant when x' is constant. 

Ex. 4. Find the lengths of the perpendicular from the centre and from the fm.:i on 
the polar of x'y\ 

Ex. 5. Prove CM. PIS' = 5 2 . This is analogous to the theorem that the reef angle 
under the normal and the central perpendicular on p 

tangent is constant. Cr rp „ f 

Ex. 6. Prove PN'.NN’ --.(a? ~ eW). When P~"- .T* 

« 2 / / / N «• \ 

A is on the curve this equation gives us the known f f I j i \ 

expression for the normal = ~ (Art. 181), \. F C IS ^ J 

Ex. 7. Prove FG . F'G' = CM. NN'. When P is ^ — 

on the curve this theorem becomes FG.F'G' = b~. 

193 . To find the polar equation of the ellipse or hyperbola } 
the focus F' being the pole . 

The length of the focal radius vector (Art. 1 82) =* a - ex' j 
but x' (being measured from tire centre) = p cos (9 + c- 

Hence p — a ~ep cos 6 — ec y 

or p = ± . l 

1 + e cos 9 a f -f e cos 6 * 
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Tim double ordinate at the focus is called the parameter; its 
hah in found, by making 0~'jt) in the equation just given, to be 

" <•*> The parameter is commonly denoted by the 

letter />. Hence the equation is often written 

p = 1 .... 

5 2 1 + e coh 0 * 

Tl«* parameter in a bo called the Lai an Rectum . 


1 ' * l - ^ * ! : : ’• * - :t: ’**» the segments of a focal chord is constant, 

' ‘V- •’ r. 

*"■■■■ ■' *' *•* ' '■ <• 1 1 '* v*h< a I h (lurxa backwards through the focus, meet 

a < nnv ;u /*', lb*.;; /*7* Ic.ii.g ■ J } *'P r , which answers to (0 + 180°), 

I\ * 

1* l € tx;. tf * 


II* l.*' 1 : 


1 

>7» 


1 4 

//•' ’ p * 


* * * *•' ^ ' c * ’:?r j.\V u.vr the n j' Ha nts of a focal chord is proportional to the 

*h '• ' h- . L 

It.' - ;«•. it'a.v :d < ti.tr v, hy <i f Hating the* mult of the last Example ; but it may 
» ■ v ’ ‘ # ' i; ' 1 *•;*■ hy r;,b o biting the quantities KJ\ A-P, and i^P + 1'P', which are 

*x : hy ; Ut h”*r r-..* * iv Jy 

* 4 1 1 
o 1 i> tor ’ ar,,i «' f-rfStfe * 

Ti Any rtJ t h< ni k. a third proportional to the transverse axis and the 

i’< ? “■ 5 m fiji-.'H } * ml that the h-ngth of a sexm-diamefcer making an angle 6 

%,ll. Ur is,*,-. .Art. Ihi} 

. ^ 

l O* CO.v’0 * 


y!b f f !h< rh nl / /' -t VI* found in the last Example : 


2 Hr 


! h Tl.v :• Liu i f two focal chord;, drawn parallel to two conjugate diameters is 

J‘» i Tv f -,j;; f i %}.*■ of two c.(,n jugate dhiincters is constant (Art. 173). 

lx A. ‘t h « - r.'rtu t.i *i,» i. eipiocah of two focal chords at right angles to each other 


10-1, Tim equation of the ellipse, referred to the vertex, is 

u--«T , / , 


*>r 


2 b* l? , 

— ic A' = VX 5 -X . 

a a‘ 1 « 


B B 
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Hence, in the ellipse, the square of the ordinate * less than the 
rectangle under the parameter and abscissa. 

The equation of the hyperbola is found in like manner, 

Jf =p+ ~j> X . 

Hence, in the hyperbola, the square of the ordinate t.xn * ds the 
rectangle under the parameter and abscissa. 

We shall show, in the next chapter, that in the parabola 
these quantities are equal. 

It was from this property that the names parabola , hpprrl^hi^ 
and ellipse^ were first given (see Pappus, Math. ColL } Book Vll.j. 


CONFOCAL CONICS * 


194(a). Since the distance between the foci in IV, where 
c 2 = a‘ 2 — Z> 2 , two concentric and coaxal conics will have the nnnm 
foci when the difference of the squares of the axes is the wirne 
for both ; and if we take the ellipse whose semi-axes are a 
and 5, any conic will he confocal with it, whose equation in 
of the form 

2 *2 
+ y =1 

5t . n *2 T 7 V , A *2 

a ± A 0 i A 


If we give the positive sign to X 2 , the confocal conic will he 
an ellipse; it will also he an ellipse when X* in negative oh 
long as it is less than l 2 . When X 2 is between 1>‘ ami n\ the 
curve will be a hyperbola, and when X 2 is greater than u\ the 
curve is imaginary. If X 2 = b'\ the equation reducing it** If 
to y 2 = 0, the axis of x is itself the limit which separates e>»ti- 
focal ellipses from hyperbolas. But the two foci belong to thin 
limit in a special sense. In fact, through a given point van 
in general be drawn two conics confocal to a given one, suite 
we have a quadratic to determine X 2 , viz. 


X ’ x - + y"‘ 

a* — X 2 6 2 — X 2 


= 1 , 


or X* - X‘ (a* + F - x n - y' 2 ) + FF - Z>V - «y* « f>. 

When y' = 0, this quadratic becomes (X 2 - V) (X* - 4 S*) o f 
and one of its roots is X 2 = J 2 , but if wo have also A'J 

* This section may be omitted on a first reading. 
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the second root is also b% and therefore the two foci are in 
a special sense points corresponding to that Take of V. 

If in the quadratic for A 2 we substitute X 2 =a\ we get the 
positive result if we substitute A. a =J 2 we get the 

negative result [b 2 — a 1 ) y u ; if we substitute negative infinity we 
get a positive result; hence, one of the roots lies between 
a 2 and 5 2 , and the other is less than 5 2 ; that is to say, one 
of the conics is a hyperbola and the other an ellipse, as is 
evident geometrically. In fact, through a given point P can 
clearly be described two conics having two given points F, F r 
for foci; viz. the ellipse, whose major axis is the sum of FP, 
F'P, and the hyperbola whose transverse axis is the difference 
of the same lines. Conversely, if a\ c[ r he the semi-axes major 
of the ellipse and hyperbola, FP and F'P are a + a," and 


194(5). This theory can be made to furnish a kind of 
coordinate system which is sometimes employed; viz. any point 
P is known when we know the axes of the two conics, confocal 
to a given one, which can be drawn through it ; and in terms 
of these axes can he expressed the ordinary coordinates of P 7 
and the lengths of all other lines geometrically connected with 
it. Perhaps the easiest way of getting such expressions is 
to investigate anew the problem of drawing through P a conic 
with given foci, taking for unknown quantity the transverse 
axis of the conic. Then since c 2 is known, we write <P—c* for 
b\ and have 

' /r» fi) 


or d - d {x’ % 4- y n 4- d) 4- cV* = 0. 

Ia like manner, if V had been taken as the unknown quantity 
we should have had 

d - V‘ ( cc '* 4- y 2 - c s ) - cY = 0. 

The products of the roots of these equations are respectively 
cV* and - c Y- Hence, we have at onee expressions for the 
coordinates of the intersections of two confocal conics, viz. 
cV 2 = a' 2 a"’\ c y a = -VW\ The last value being negative, 
it follows that one of thl values of d is positive and the other 
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negative ; that is to say, that one of the conics is an ellipse 
and the other a hyperbola. Considering then l"' 1 as ermtammg 
implicitly a negative sign, the values we have obtained for the 
coordinates may be written symmetrically 


194(c). From the second term in either of the eqiviihmn 
vie get an expression for the square of the radius vector to 
the point P, viz. 

x n + y n * a' 2 -f a" 2 - c‘ 2 - a' 2 + V ri = V* 4 a" 2 . 

This also may be got by adding the expressions for ic‘* and 
just found, since 

a n a n ~ b n b n2 = a' 2 (a m ~ V' 2 ) + V n (a' 2 - !>'% 
and d 2 -V 2 ~ct' 2 -b'' 2 ^<?. 


The square of the semi-diameter of the ellipse conjugate to 
CP is given by the equation j3 2 = a' 2 -+■ b n - and i* 

therefore b n - V' 2 or a n — a r \ 

Ify be the perpendicular on the tangent to the ellipse at l\ 
we have ftp = ab\ and therefore 

Jr v* * 

a —a 

In like manner if p" be the perpendicular on the tangent to 
the hyperbola we have 

jgy 

1 _ W* • 


The reader will observe the symmetry which exists between 
these values for f\ and the values already found f»r 
* > y • f the two tangents at P be taken as axes of mar- 
inates, p p are the coordinates of the centre <7. Tin- 
™l»p then belwc™ tl, e values for y, y a,„l tie, so 5,r/, ,/ 
may be slated aa follows: With the point P ns centre i«4 

‘Zl T 7 f e d “ C " b0a h " b 8 *“"««■"» "< /' 

t ?tt,? m c - ihe a!!e9 ° f ,i “ »>•»«•«. 

* ct ° th ° v— 
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194 (fZ). Returning to the quadratic of 194(a), if V s , X" 2 
bo the roots?, we have X n X"' 2 = a'V — Z*V 2 — c?y n . Now if x’-y 

be a point external to ~ ^ = 1, we have V 2 = a 2 — ct\ 

X n == a" 2 — d 1 ; and it will be observed that V' 2 is essentially 
negative, since the axis of any hyperbola of the system is less 
than that of any ellipse. Thus we have 




x 

ci l 


y* 


(a' 2 -a 2 ) (a 2 -a" 2 ) 


U l aV • * < 

The expression given (Ex. 3, Art. 1G9) for the angje between 
the tangents to an ellipse from an external point may be thrown 
into the form 

_ 2 vV 2 - a 2 ) (a 2 -a" 2 ) 


tan <f > : 


>K 

uaL 


Now, when wc have a formula tan<£ == — A___ 3 T have at once 

A — /Ji 

tan hj) = ^ , or in the present case = 

A 

We have seen (Art. 189) that the tangents AT, Af are 
equally inclined to the tangent to the confocal ellipse at A, or, 
in other words, that that tangent is the external bisector of the 
angle TPL If then that tangxnt make an angle with PT 7 
^ will be the complement of and we have 



Kini|r= y / t/^)’ C 03 ^ = \/(k^r) 


Coil 1. Wc have always 

a n cos -f o! rz sin 2 ^ = a 3 . 


Cor. 2. If on the tangents PP, Pi be taken from P 
portions, equal respectively to tlie focal distances PP, PF', 
the length of the line joining their extremities will be 2a. For 
if we consider the triangle whose sides are a! -+ a , a — a (see 
Art. 19-la) and 2«, and apply the ordinary trigonometric formula 

tan* 4 0= wc find for the angle between the first 

1 s (s - c) ’ 

two lines the same value as that just found for <£. 

Cor. 3. If from a point P tangents he drawn to two fixed 
confocal ellipses, the ratio (sinf : ainf') of the sines of the 
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angles which these tangents make with the tangent to tlie 
oonfocal ellipse passing through -Pwill be constant while P moves 
ou that ellipse. For if a and A he the semi-axes of the 
interior ellipses, we hare, from what has been just proved, 
si nifr __ / / a 1 — (A \ 

sin\f/ \/\cL*—A t )' i 

an expression not involving cl /2 , and therefore the samo for 
every pot.'it on the ellipse ctf. 
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195. We have hitherto discussed properties common to tho 
ellipse and the hyperbola. There is, however, one class of pro- 
perties of 7 e hyperbola which have none corresponding to them 
in the sinC€ \ those, namely, depending on the asymptotes, 
which in vnf 2j lipse are imaginary. 

We saw f ,uat the equation of the asymptotes was always 
obtained by putting the terms containing the highest powers of 
the variables =0, the centre being the origin. Thus the equation 
of the curve, referred to any pair of conjugate diameters, bei ng 

£ £ _ 1 
~b'*~ > 

that of the asymptotes is 


x V ^ x y ^ ,££?/. 

172 ~^=°) or ^-“^ = ° J and ~ "I- = 

CL O dO (L if 


Hence the asymptotes are parallel to the diagonals of the paral- 
lelogram, whose adjacent sides are any pair of conjugate wuris- 
diameters. For, the equation of 


CTis- = ~ , and must, therefore, 
x a 1 3 J 



coincide with one asymptote, while 

the equation of AB , -f- = 1^ 

is parallel to the other(see Art. 167). 

Hence, given any two conjugate diameters, we can find tli« 
asymptotes; or, given the asymptotes, we can find the 
conjugate to any given one; for if we draw AO parallel to an® 
asymptote, to meet the other, and produce it till OB^ AO f wm 
find By the extremity of the conjugate diameter. 
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196. The portion of any tangent intercepted by the asymptotes 
is bisected at the curve , and is equal to the conjugate diameter . 

This appears at once from the last Article, where we have 
proved AT ~b r = AT ; or directly, taking for axes the diameter 
through the point and its conjugate, the equation of the asymp- 
totes is 


Hence, if we take x = a\ we have y = ±b hut the tangent at 
A being parallel to the conjugate diameter, this value of the 
ordinate is the intercept on the tangent. 

197. If any line cut a hyperbola , the portions DE, FG, in- 
tercepted between the curve and its asymptotes , are equal . 

For, if we take for axes a 
diameter parallel to DG and 
its conjugate, it appears from 
the last Article that the por- 
tion DG is bisected by the 
diameter ; so is also the portion 
EF ; hence DE—FG. 

The lengths of these lines can immediately be found, for, 
from the equation of the asymptotes ^ ^ i we ^ ave 

y (=EM=MG) = ±^*. 

Again, from the equation of the curve 


we have 

y^EM-FM).±V >)• 

Hence 


and 

Br< r XB)-V§ + t Jf$.- l)}- 


198. From these equations it at once follows that the rect- 
angle EE. EF is constant , and = V'\ Hence, the greater EF is, 
the smaller will EE be. Now, the further from the centre we 
draw EF the greater will if be, and it is evident from the value 
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given in the last article, that by talcing x sufficiently largo, %ve 
can make DF greater than any assigned quantity. 1 1 «* n* e f 
the further from the centre we draw any line , the less uuU l* th*- 
intercept between the curve and its asymptote, and hi/ rner* using 
the distance from the centre, we can make this intercept h.ss than 
any assigned quantity . 


199. If the asymptotes he taken for axes, the ewfliw lit* // 
and / of the general equation vanish, since the origin i* thu 
centre; and the coefficients a. and b vanish, since the ax **k meet 
the curve at infinity (Art. 138, Ex. 4) ; hence the equation re- 
duces to the form 


The geometrical meaning of this equation evidently h, that 
the area of the parallelogram formed hj the coordiva fen is 

The equation being given in the form cry = Id 7 the equation 
of any chord is (Art. 86), 

(x - of) (y - y") = xy- Id, 

° r x'y -f* g f/ x = Id -}- xy" . 

Making x> = x" and y r = y // , ve find the equation of the tangf nf 
xy -f yx = 2 Id, 

or (writing x'ff for Id) 


X 7J 

-7 -hf =2. 
x y 

From this form it appears that the intercepts made on the 
asymptotes by any tangent = 2a?' anti 2/; tlieir r<< ■tanpU- i«, 
therefore, At?. Hence, the triangle which any Umr/oil j‘„r »„* trill, 
the asymptotes has a constant area, and is ignal to' dual/, th, , lr ,n 
of the parallelogram formed ly the coordinates. 

■d/i'd tW ° (*y.»V) on » hyperbola bn joined Ir. anv v 

iytoptoteitcoLTant! ** * bkh W ij ‘“« ‘I i'««, • 

The equation of one of the joining lines being 

found, b,r»,v;v.. , * „ 
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Ex. 2. Find the coordinates of the intersection of the tangents at x'y'> x"y". 
Solve for x and y from 


and we find 


x r j) 4- y'x — 2 & 2 , x"y 4- y n x ~ 2 h 2 t 
2/j- (a;' — #") 

« = —7-77 rrr , 


which if we substitute for y\ y", 


h- 2x.ri 

becomes - . 

x x x" 


Similarly 


y— 


W 

y’ +y”‘ 


200. To express the quantity 7d in terms of the lengths of the 
axes of the curve . 

Since the axis bisects the angle between the asymptotes, the 
coordinates of its vertex are found, by putting x —y in the 
equation xy = lc\ to be x = y = 7c. 

Hence, if 9 be the angle between the axis and the asymptote 
a = 2 7c cos <9, 

(since a is the base of an isosceles triangle whose sides = 7c and 
base angle = #), but (Art. 1G5) 


hence 


cos# 


7 , = + 



And the equation of the curve, referred to its asymptotes, is 

a 2 4- V 

xy-=z . 


201. The perpendicular from the focus on the asymptote is 
equal to the conjugate semi-axis h. 

For it is OF sin #, but CF — j(a 2 + 5 2 ), and sin #= f ' ffi+b*) * 

This might also Lave been deduced as a particular case of the 
property, that the product of the perpendiculars from the foci on 
any tangent is constant, and = — W. For the asymptote may be 
considered as a tangent, whose point of contact is at an infinite 
distance (Art. 154), and the .perpendiculars from the foci on it 
are evidently equal to each other, and on opposite sides of it. 

202. The distance of the focus from any point on the curve is 
equal to the length Of a line drawn through the point parallel to an 
asymptote to meet the directrix . 
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For the distance from the focus is e times the distance from 
the directrix (Art. 186), and the distance from the directrix is to 

the length of the parallel line as cos 8 - , Art. 167^j is to 1. 

Hence has been derived a method of describing the hyperbola 
by continued motion. A ruler ABR , bent 
at B, slides along the fixed line DU ; a 
thread of a length = RB is fastened at the 
two points R and while a ring at P keeps 
the thread always stretched; then, as the 
ruler is moved along, the point P will de- 
scribe an hyperbola, of which F is a focus, 

DU a directrix, and BR parallel to an 
asymptote, since PF must always =PB, 
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CHAPTER XII. 

THE PARABOLA. 

REDUCTION OF THE EQUATION. 

203. The equation of the second degree (Art. 137) will re- 
present a parabola, when the first three terms form a perfect 
square, or when the equation is of the form 

(ax 4 /3y) 2 -f 2 gx 4- 2fy 4 c = 0. 

We saw (Art. 140) that we could not transform this equation 
so as to make the coefficients of x and y both to vanish. The 
form of the equation, however, points at once to another method 
of simplifying it. We know (Art. 34) that the quantities 
ax -f /3y, 2 gx 4 2fy 4 c, are respectively proportional to the 
lengths of perpendiculars let fall from the point (xy) on the 
right lines, whose equations are 

ax + &y = 0 , 2yx 4 2 fy 4c = 0 . 

Hence, the equation of the parabola asserts that the square of 
the perpendicular from any point of the curve on the first of 
these lines is proportional to the perpendicular from the same 
point on the second line. Now if we transform our equa- 
tion, making these two lines the new axes of coordinates, then 
since the new x and y are proportional to the perpendiculars 
from any point on the new axes, the transformed equation must 
be of the form y l ~px. 

The new origin is evidently a point on the curve ; and since 
for every value of x we have two equal and opposite values of y, 
our new axis of x will be a diameter whose ordinates are parallel 
to the new axis of y. But the ordinate drawn at the extremity 
of any diameter touches the curve (Art. 145) ; therefore the new 
axis of y is a tangent at the origin. Hence the line ax + ffy is 
the diameter passing through the origin, and 2y#4 2/y4c is 
the tangent at the point where this diameter meets the curve. 
And the equation of the curve referred to a diameter and 
tangent at its extremity, as axes, is of the form y 2 ~px. 
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204. The new axes to which we were led in the last article 
are in general not rectangular. We shall now show that it is 
possible to transform the equation to the form ?/" =p->', llvW 
axes being rectangular. If we introduce the arbitrary constant 
k, it is easy to verify that the equation of the parabola may bu 
written In the form 

{ax 4 fiy 4 W 4 2 [g - a7c] x + 2 (/- /37a) y 4 c - 7c* « ^ 


Hence, as In the last article, a a: 4 /% 4- 7c is a dhuacUr, 
2{g-aJc) x + Z(f-fik)y + c-W is the tangent at it* ex- 
tremity, and if we take these lines as axes, the traudonm'd 
equation is of the form y l ~px. How the condition that these 
new axes should be perpendicular is (Art. 23) 
a (g - at) 4 jS (/- £/c) = 0, 
ug + fif 

whence 7c = • 


Since we get a simple equation for A, we sec that there i* 
diameter whose ordinates cut it perpendicularly, and thin dia- 
meter is called the axis of the curve. 


205. We might also have reduced the equation to tin* form 
y z —px by direct transformation of coordinates. In Chap. Xf. 
we reduced the general equation by first transforming to parallel 
axes through a new origin, and then turning round the a xi\h mj 
as to make the coefficient of xy vanish. -We might cfjually 
well have performed this transformation in the oj> jjohs t« t nrd* r ; 
and in the case of the parabola this is more convenient, nine*? 
we cannot, by transformation to a new origin, make the cot Hi- 
cients of x and y both vanish. 

We take for our new axes the line ax-\ fly, and tint line? 
perpendicular to it fix -ay. Then since the new X and V nm 
to denote the lengths of perpendiculars from any point o« fliw 
new axes, we have (Art. 34) 

r== Y_ - ay 

4 fi l ) ’ ~~ Y(V 4 fi r ) ' 

If for shortness we write a 2 +/3*=y 2 , the formulae of irons- 
formation become 

yF= yX=/3x- ay, 

y x=aY + j3X, yy =-./3 Y- aJ. 


whence 
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Making tlie.se substitutions in the equation of the curve it becomes 

y 3 F* + 2 (y/3 —fa) X + 2 [go. +//3) F+ <yc = 0. 

Thus, by turning round the axes, we have reduced the equation 
to the form jy + y x + 2 /y+ c ' = 0 . 

If wo change now to parallel axes through any new origin x'ij\ 
substituting x -+ a/, y + y" for x and y, the equation becomes 
Vf + 2 r/x -+ 2 ( Vy ' +/') y + + 2 g’x' + 2/y + o' = 0. 

The coefficient of x is thus unaltered by transformation, and 
therefore cannot in this way be made to vanish. But we can 
evidently determine x' and y', so that the coefficients of y and 
the absolute term may vanish, and the equation thus be reduced 
to if =gx. The actual values of the coordinates of the new 

• • /' f'Z—b'c' g,/ 

origin are / = - y , x' = J - - - ; and p is evidently - , or 

in terms of the original coefficients 

2 (.fa- ff@) _ 

(a 2 + fi'f 

When the equation of a parabola is reduced to the form y 2 =px, 
the quantity p is called the parameter of the diameter, which is 
the axis of x ; aud if the axes be rectangular, p is called the 
principal parameter (see Art. 194). 

Ihx. X. Find tlie principal parameter of the parabola 

Bx 2 4- 21xy 4- lGy 2 4* 22a; 4- AGy 4-9 = 0. 

First, if wc proceed as in Art. 204, we determine h = 5-. The equation may then 
be written 

(3x 4- 4y 4* 5) 2 = 2 (4a? -By 4-8). 

Now if the distances of any point from Bx 4* 4y 4- 5 and 4a; - By 4- 8 be T and X } we 
have 

5Y=3x-h4y + 5, hX-Ax-By+S, 
mid the equation may be written T 2 = %X. 

The process of Art. 205 is first to transform to the lines 3a; 4- ty, 4a: — By as axes, 
when the equation becomes 

25y 2 4-50r-10X4-&=0, 

or 25 (r4-l) 2 = 10A4-16, 

which becomes Y 2 = ?X when transformed to parallel axes through (— §■» — !)• 


Fx. 2. Find the parameter of the parabola 
x 2 2 xy . f/® 2a? 


+ + i = o. 


Ans. 


Aa 2 h 2 


r . 


a 2 ab r b 2 a b (a 2 4 i 3 )* 

This value may also be deduced directly by the help of the following theory, 
which will be proved afterwards The focus of a parabola is the foot of a peipendi- 
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cular let fall from the intersection of two tangents which cut at right ^ ^ 

chord of contact f and “The parameter of a conic is found by <Uvi« in£ mu , 

the rectangle under the segments of a focal chord by tlic length 
(Art. 193, Ek. 1). 

Ex. 3. If a and b be the lengths of two tangents to a parabola which mtuKwt ai 
right angles, and m one quarter of the parameter, prove 

a* $ _ 1 

,yl 4. ” -11 * 

l ci 3 in* 

206. If in the original equation £ 7 / 3 =,/a, the coefficient oi x 
vanishes in the equation transformed as in tie last art irk* 5 aii*j 
that equation &y 2 4 2/ f g + c' — 0 , being equivalent to one ol the 

form y (2/ — A) (y — ^) = 0, 

represents two real, coincident) or imaginary lines parallel to tint 
new axis of x . 

We can verify that in this case the general condition that 
the equation should represent right lines is fulfilled, bur iliLn 
condition may he written 

c (ah - h 2 ) = af 1 — 2 Jify 4 * b/f. 

But if we substitute for k : i, respectively, oi\ a/3, fi*\ tho left- 
hand side of the equation vanishes, and the right -hand m do 
hecomes (fa~g/8) 2 . Writing the condition fa. — r/f$ in cither 
of the forms fo?~cict.l3,jocl3 — cjj3\ we see that the general equa- 
tion of the second degree represents two parallel right linos 
when h 2 = aZ>, and also either af= hej , or fh = fry. 

*207. If the original axes were oblique, the equation is b! ill 
reduced, as in Art 205, by taking for our new axes tit*', linn 
ax 4 and the line perpendicular to it, whose equation m 
(Art. 26) (^-acosca)®— (a — /3 cosa)?/ — 0. 

And if we write y 2 = a 2 4 /3 2 — 2a/3 cos&j, the formulas of tram- 
formation become, by Art. 34, 

y Y— (ax 4- /3y) sin eo, yX = [J3 — a cobco) x — (ql — 0 con to „ y ; 
•whence <yx since = (a - 0 cosw) Y4 jSXain a, ; 

73 / sin = (/3 a cos co) Y— aX&in&>. 

" Making these substitutions, the equation becomes 
7 s r 2 4 2sm 2 & )(^-/a)X 

4 2 sin a> {y (a — ft cos ©) 4 / (j8 - n cos ©) J Y 4 y<r; it'* 2 ^ f K 
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And the transformation to parallel axes proceeds as in Art- 205. 
The principal parameter is 

- _ ty* __ ^ {fa - (j/3) sin 2 oj 

I ^ ' 

(a 2 -1- (3 l —2 ot/3 cosc o)~ 

Ex Find tie principal parameter of 

x 2 2,r?y ?y 2 2a; 2?/ . AaVr sin 2 w 

^ 4-'f. -—41 = 0. Jrcs. - . 

ab b ~ a h (a 2 4 4 2a6 cos to) 4 

FIGURE OF THE CURVE. 

208. From the equation y 2 —jpx we can at once perceive the 
figure of the curve. It must be symmetrical on both sides of the 
axis of as, since every value for x gives two 
equal and opposite for y. None of it can 
lie on the negative side of the origin, since 
if we mate a, negative, y will be imagi- 
nary, and as we give increasing positive 
values to oc, we obtain increasing values 
for g. Hence the figure of the curve is 
that here represented. 

Although the parabola resembles the hyperbola in having in- 
finite branches, yet there is an important difference between the 
nature of the infinite branches of the two curves. Those of the 
hyperbola, we saw, tend ultimately to coincide with two diverg- 
ing right lines; but this is not true for the parabola, since, if we 
seek the points where any right line {x — faj + l) meets the 
parabola (v/ 2 =£u?) 5 we obtain the quadratic 

y l -pky-pl= o, 

whose roots can never be infinite as long as 1c and l are finite. 

There is no finite right line which meets the parabola in two 
coincident points at infinity; for any diameter (y = ?n), which 
meets the curve once at infinity (Art. 142), meets it once also in 

wi* • • 

the point cc= — ; and although this value increases as m in- 
creases, yet it will never become infinite as long as on is finite. 

209. The figure of the parabola may be more clearly con- 
ceived from the following ^theorem : If we suppose one vertex 
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and focus of an ellipse given, while its axis major increases with- 
out limit, the curve will ultimately become a parabola. 

The equation of the el- 
lipse referred to its vertex 
is (Art. 194) 

27/ 7/ . 

ir = — x — 2 x 



We wish to express b in terms of the distance FT(= m), . 
which we suppose fixed. We have m = a — - 7> 2 ) (Art. 182), 

whence V = 2am — ??/, and the equation becomes 


f 


4m • 


2/71 

a 


)-(T-7)^ 


Now, if we suppose a to become infinite, all but the first term of 
the right-hand side of the equation will vanish, and the equation 
becomes 

the equation of a parabola. 

A parabola may also be considered as an ellipse whose eccen- 

7/ b 2 

tricity is equal to 1. For = 1 Now we saw that ~r> . 

a a 7 

which is the coefficient of x 2 in the preceding equation, vanished 
as we supposed a increased, according to the prescribed condi- 
tions ; hence e 2 becomes finally = 1. 


THE TANGENT. 

210. The equation of the chord joining two points on the 
curve is (Art. 86) (y - y') [y - y") = y* - 

or (/ + y")y = px-\-y'y”. 

And if we make y" — y\ and for y n write its equal px', we have 
the equation of the tangent 

ty’y =F [ x + «')* 

If in this equation we put y = 0, we get cc = - x’, hence TM 
(see fig. next page), which is called the Subtangent, is bisected 
at the vertex. 

These resnlts hold equally if the axes of coordinates are 
oblique 5 that is to say, if the axes are any diameter and the 
tangent at its vertex, in which case we saw (Art. 203) that the 
equation of the parabola is still of the form y 2 =/a>. 
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This Article enables us, there- 
fore, to draw a tangent at any 
point on the parabola, since we 
have only to take TV — VM and 
join FT’ or again, having found 
this tangent, to draw an ordinate 
from P.to any other diameter, 
since we have only to take V'M' = T'V\ and join PIT. 

211. The equation of the polar of any point x'y' is similar 
in form to that of the tangent (Art. 89), and is, therefore, 

Zy'y^pipc + x'). 

Putting y « 0, we find that the intercept made by this polar 
on the axis of x is — x. Hence the intercept which the polar s of 
any two points cut off on the axis is equal to the intercept between 
perpendiculars from those points on that axis / each of these 
quantities being equal to (x' — x"). 

DIAMETERS. 

212. We have said that if we take for axes any diameter 
and the tangent at its extremity, the equation will be of the 
form y* ~px. 

We shall prove this again by actual transformation of the 
equation referred to rectangular axes (y 2 =pw), because it is 
•desirable to express the new ff in terms of the oid^. 

If we transform the equation y 2 =px to parallel axes through 
any point {x'y') on the curve, writing x + x' and y -f y' for x and 
y, the equation becomes 

Now if, preserving our . axis of x, we take a new axis of y, 
inclined to that of x at an angle 9 ) we must substitute (Art. 9), 
y si n 0 for y : and x -t-y cos 6 for a?, and our equation becomes 
y 1 sin 2 # + 2 yy sin 6 ~px-\-py cos 6, 

In order that this should reduce to the form y 2 = px^ we must 
have 

2 \ff sin 6 ~p cos 9 S or tan 9 = — , * 

Now this is the very angle which the tangent makes with the 
axis of x 7 as we see from the equation 

2yy=p (x 4- x'). 

DD 
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The equation, therefore, referred to a diameter and tangent, 
will take the form 

y = or y ~P x • 

sr J sm 0 5 ^ 2 

fftie quantity y/ is called the parameter corresponding to the 

diameter V'M\ and we see that the parameter of any diameter is 

inversely 'proportional to the square of the sine of the angle which 

its ordinates maize with the axis , since p' = -J~ 


Sill 


* 0 " 


We can express the parameter of any diameter in terms of the 

0 = 

>>■ 


V 

coordinates of its vertex, from the equation tan0 = hence 


sin 0 — 

V(/ + ¥ a ) 


P 


p + 4x ( 


hence 


yf ~p + 4a/. 
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213. The equation of a line through (x'f) perpendicular to 
the tangent 2 yy =p [x + x') is 

P (y -2/0 + 2/ (a?-a?')=0. 

If we seek the intercept on 
the axis of x we have 

x(=VN)=af + ± P] 
and, since VM=x\ we must have 

MN (the subnormal , Art. 181) = ^* 

Hence in the parabola the subnormal is constant , equal to 

the semi-joarameter. The normal itself 

= V (PM 2 + MzV 2 ) = V(«/ 2 + ip 2 ) - V{p (*' 4 ip)) = i v'(pp')* 


R 
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THE FOCUS. 

214. A point situated on the axis of a parabola, at a distance 
from the vertex equal to one-fourth of the principal parameter, 
is called the focus of the curve. This is the point which, 
Art. 209, has led us to expect to find analogous to the focus 
of an ellipse ; and we shall show, in the present section, that a 
parabola may in every respect he considered as an ellipse, 
having one of its foci at this distance and the other at infinity. 
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To avoid fractions we sliall often, in the following Articles, use 
the abbreviation m — \p. 

To find the distance of any 'point on the curve from the focus. 

The coordinates of the focus being (m, 0), the square of its 
distance from any point is 

( x ' — mj 2 + y' 2 = x n — 2?nx' + m 2 + 4mx r — (a;' 4* m) 2 . 

Hence the distance of any point from the focus ~x r m. 

This enables us to express more simply the result of Art. 212, 
and to say that the parameter of any diameter is four times the 
distance of its extremity from the focus. 

215. The polar of the focus of a parabola is called the 
directrix , as in tho ellipse and hyperbola. 

Since the distance of the focus from the vertex = m, its polar 
is (Art. 211) a line perpendicular to the axis at the same dis- 
tance on the other side of the vertex. The distance of any point 
from the directrix must, therefore, =x r + m. 

Hence, by the last Article, the distance of any point on the 
curve from the directrix is equal to its distance from the focus. 

We saw (Art. 1S6) that in the ellipse and hyperbola the 
distance from the focus is to the distance from the directrix in 
the constant ratio e to 1. We see, now, that this is true for the 
parabola also, since in the parabola e = 1 (Art. 200). 

The method given for mechanically describing an hyperbola, 
Art. 202, can be adapted to the mechanical description of the 
parabola, by simply making the angle ABB a right angle. 

216. The point where any tangent cuts the axis , and its point 
of contact, are equally distant from the focus. 

For, the distance from the vertex of the point where the 
tangent cuts the axis = x (Art. 210), its distance from the focus 
is therefore x' + m. 

217. Any tangent rnaices equal angles with ike axis and with 
the focal radius vector. 

This is evident from inspection of the isosceles triangle, 
which, in the la 3 t Article, we proved was formed by the axis, 
the focal radius vector, and the tangent. 

This is only an extension of the property of the ellipse 
(Art. 188), that the angle TPF= T'PF for, if we suppose the 
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focus F' to go off to infinity, the line PF' will become pantile! 
to the axis, and TFF^PTF. (See figure, p. 2(K>J 

Hence the tangent at the extremity of the focal ordinate cut** 
the axis at an angle of 45°. 


218.. To find the length of the perpendicular from thr. finis cm 
the tangent 

The perpendicular from the point (m 7 0) on the tangent 
\yy'~2m (« + #')} is 


2 m [x 4- m) 
fig' 2 4- inf) 


2 m (x'-r m) 


= \J{m (&' + m)}* 


\J[imx r 4- 4m* ) 

Hence (see fig., p. 202) Fit is a mean proportional between FV 
and FT 

3t appears, also, from this expression anti from Art* 21 that 
FB is half the normal, as we might have inferred geometrically 
from the fact that TF-FFf. 


219. To express the perpendicular from the focus in terms of 
the angles which it males with the axis . 

We hare 

cosa = sinZ^Z!Z?== (Art. 212) /(—■ — f 1 „ 

Therefore (Art. 218) + 

FR~ f[m (cc , 4 m)] ■■ 


m 


cosa 


The equation of the tangent, the focus being/ the origin , can 
therefore be expressed 


cc cosa 4 y sin a f 


m 

cosa 


- 0, 


and hence we can express the perpendicular from any other 
point in terms of the angle it makes with the axis. 

220. The locus of the extremity of the. perpendicular from the 
jocus on the tangent is a right line . 

equation tak ' n ^ ** ^ ^ ^ ™ la7e at (>ncc tbo P^r 


^ ~ cosa ’ P cosa =™, 


vH rlf io r ly -;r esentstbe <an « eat 

versely, if from any point Fwefaw Fit a radius vector 
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to a right line VJi, and draw Pi? perpendicular to It, the line 
Jr It will always touch a parabola having F for its focus. 

We shall show hereafter how to solve generally questions of 
this class, where one condition less than is sufficient to determine 
a line is given, and it is required to find its envelope , that is 
to say, the curve which it always touches. 

W e leave, as a useful exercise to the reader, the investiga- 
tion of the locus of the foot of the perpendicular by ordinary 
rectangular coordinates. 

221. To find the locus of the intersection of tangents which 
cut at right angles to each other . 

The equation of any tangent being (Art. 219) 
x cos 2 a + y sin a cos a 4- m = 0 ; 

the equation of a tangent perpendicular to this (that is, whose 
perpendicular makes an angle = 90° -ha with the axis) is found 
by substituting cos a for sin a, and — sin a for cos a, or 
x sin 2 a — y sina cos a 4- m =* 0. 

a is eliminated by simply adding the equations, and we get 

x 4- 2 m — 0, 

the equation of the directrix , sinee the distance of focus from 
directrix =2 m. 

222. The angle between any two tangents is half the angle 
between the focal radii vector es to their points of contact . 

For, from the isosceles PFT \ the angle PTF, which the tan- 
gent makes with the axis, is half the angle JFN , which the focal 
radius makes with it. Now, the angle between any two tangents 
is equal to the difference of the angles they make with the axis, 
and the angle between two focal radii is equal to the difference 
of the angles which they make with the axis. 

The theorem of the last Article follows as a particular case 
of the present theorem : for if two tangents make with each 
other an angle of 90°, the focal radii must make with each other 
an angle of 180°, therefore the two tangents must be drawn at 
the extremities of a chord through the focus, and, therefore, 
from the definition of the directrix, must meet on the directrix. 

223. The line joining the focus to the intersection of two tangents 
bisects the angle which their' points of contact subtend at the focus. 
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Subtracting one from the other, the equations of two tan- 
gents, viz. 

£EC 0 s 2 <x-!-y sinacosa-f m = 0, a cos J /S4 y si lift cos/3 4- w — 
we find for the line joining their intersection to the focus, 
a?sia(a 4/3)- y cos (a 4/3) = 0. 

This is the equation of a line making the angle a 4/3 with the 
axis of x. But since oc and /? are the angles made with the axh 
by the perpendiculars on the tangent, we have VI 1 ! -- 2% and 
FZP'= 2/3; therefore the line making an angle with the axn 
= a 4/3 must bisect the angle PFPh This theorem may also be 
proved by calculating, as in Art. 191, the angle (9 — 0) subtended 
at the focus by the tangent to a parabola from the point */;//, when 

it will be found that cos [6 — 8 r ) = — ~ — , a value which, bring 

P 

independent of the coordinates of the point of coiitnof, will 
be the same for each of the two tangents which can b<* drawn 
through a;i/. (See O’Brien’s Coordinate Geometry, p. IWb) 

Cor. 1. If we take the case where the angle F’P'P' I K»f, 
then TP 7 passes through the focus; the tangents 77* VI*‘ will 
intersect on the directrix, and the angle 27>7 > « DH" Art 

192). This may also be proved directly by forming tin" 
tions of the polar of any point (— m 7 y r ) on the directrix*, aud 
also the equation of the line joining that point to the them?!* 
These two equations are 

y'y = 2m [x ~m), 2m [ij — y r ) 4 y' (x 4 rn) =« O, 
which obviously represent two right lines at right angles t« 
each other. 

Cor. 2. If any chord. PP' 
cut the directrix in D ) then FD 
is the external bisector of the 
angle PFP\ This is proved as 
at p. 184. 

Cor. 3. If any variable tan- 
gent to the parabola meet two fixed tangents, the angle miS>- 
tended at the focus hy the portion of tlie variable tangent 
intercepted between the fixed tangents is the supplement » >t 
the angle between the fixed tangents. For (sec next figure} 
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the angle QRT is half pFq (Art. 222), and, by the present 
Article, PFQ is obviously also half pFq, therefore PFQ is = QRT, 
or is the supplement of PRQ. 

COE. 4. The circle circumscribing the triangle formed by any 
three tangents to a 

parabola will pass ^ / Jfz ~ c / 

through the focus . 

For the circle de- 
scribed through 
PR Q must pass 
through Fj since 
the angle contained 
in the segment PFQ will be the supplement of that contained 
in PRQ . 



224. To find the polar equation of the parabola , the focus 
being the pole . P 

We proved (Art. 214) that the focal 
radius 

~x'+m~VM- J rm==FM-\-2ni==p cos0-f2m. 

2 m 


Hence 


1 - cos 6 ' 



This is exactly what the equation of Art. 193 becomes, if 
we suppose e=l (Art. 209). The properties proved in the 
Examples to Art. 193 are equally true of the parabola. 

In this equation 9 is supposed to be measured from the side 
FMj if we suppose it measured from the side FV 0 the equation 
becomes 

_ 2 m 

^ ~~ 1 + cos 8 m 


This equation may be written 

p cos = 

or cos -cj 9 — 

and is, therefore, one of a class of equations 

p n cos n9 = a n , 

some of whose properties we shall mention hereafter. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 



EXAMPLES AND MISCELLANEOUS PROPERTIES OF CONIC SECTIONS. 

225. The method of applying algebra to problems relating 
to conic sections is essentially the same as that employed in the 
case of the right line and circle, and will present no difficulty to 
any reader who has carefully worked out the Examples given in 
Chapters hi. and VII. We, therefore, only think it necessary 
to select a few out of the great multitude of examples which 
lead to loci of the second order, and we shall then add some 
properties of conic sections, which it was not found convenient 
to insert in the preceding Chapters. 

Ex. 1. Through a fixed point P is drawn a line LK (see fig., p. 40) terminated by 
two given lines. Eind the locus of a point Q taken on the line, so that PL ~ QK. 

Ex. 2. Two equal rulers AB, BC, are connected by 
a pivot at B ; the extremity A is fixed, while the ex- 
tremity C is made to traverse the right line AG j find 
the locus described by any fixed point P on BC. 

Ex. 3. Given base and the product of the tangents 
of the halves of the base angles of a triangle ; find the A 
locus of vertex. 

Expressing the tangents of the half angles in terms of the sides, it will he found 
that the sum of sides is given ; and, therefore, that the locus is an ellipse, of wliich the 
extremities of the base are the foci. 

Ex. 4. Given base and sum of sides of a triangle j find tlie locus of the centre of 
the inscribed circle. 

It may be immediately inferred, from the last example, and from Ex. 4, p. 47, that 
the locus is an ellipse, whose vertices are the extremities of the given base. 

Ex. 5. Given base and sum of sides, find the locus of the intersection of bisectors 
of sides. 

Ex. 6. Find the locus of the centre of a circle wliich makes given intercepts on 
two given lines. 

Ex. 7. Eind the locus of the centre of a circle which touches two given circles, or 
which touches a right line and a given circle. 

Ex. 8. Eind locus of centre of a circle which passes through a given point and 
makes a given intercept on a given line. 

Ex. 9. Or which passes through a given point, and makes on a given line an in- 
tercept subtending a given angle at that point. 

Ex. 10. Two vertices of a given triangle moye along fixed right lines; find the 
locus of the third. 
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Ex. 11. A triangle ABC circumscribes a given circle; the angle at C is given, and 
B moves along a fixed line ; find the locus of A. 

JAt us use polar coordinates, the centre 0 being the pole, and the angles beino- 
measured from the perpendicular on the fixed line ; let the coordinates of A, B, be p 
6 ; p', 0'. Then we have p' cos0' =p. But it is easy to see that the angle” AOB is 
given (= a). And since the perpendicular of the triangle AOB is given, we have 

__ pp' sin a. 

4[p~ + p " 2 — 2 pp f cos a) * 

But 0 4 - 0' = a ; therefore the polar equation of the locus is 

,.2 = JP V sin^a 

p 2 COS 2 (a — 0) 4- p 2 — S Ipp COS a cos (a — 0) ’ 

which represents a conic. 

Ex. 12. Bind the locus of the pole with respect to one conic A of any tangent to 
another conic IS. 

Let aft be any point of the locus, and \x 4 - py + v its polar with respect to the conic 
Aj then (Art. 89) p, v are functions of the first degree in a , (3. But (Art. 151) the 
condition that \x 4 - py 4- v should touch B is of the second degree in X, p, v. The 
locus is therefore a conic. 

Ex. 13. Bind the locus of the intersection of the perpendicular from a focus on any 
tangent to a central conic, with the radius vector from centre to the point of contact. 

Ans. The corresponding directrix. 

Ex. 14. Bind the locus of the intersection of the perpendicular from the centre on 
any tangent, with the radius vector from a focus to the point of contact. Am, A circle. 

Ex. 15. Find the locus of the intersection of tangents at the extremities of conju- 
gate diameters. x ~ ?/- 

Ja.?. — 4- 77 , = 2. 

ar 

This is obtained at once by squaring and adding the equations of the two tangents, 
attending to the relations, Art. 172. 

Ex. 10. Trisect a given arc of a circle. The points of trisection are found as the 
intersection of the circle with a hyperbola. See Ex. 7, p. 47. 

Ex. 17. One of the two parallel sides of a trapezium is given in magnitude and 
position, and the other in magnitude. The sum of the remaining two sides is given ; 
find the locus of the intersection of diagonals. 

Ex. 18. One vertex of a parallelogram circumscribing an ellipse moves along one 
directrix ; prove that the opposite vertex moves along the other, and that the two 
remaining vertices are on the circle described on the axis major as diameter. 

226. We give in this Article some examples on the focal 
properties of conics. 

Ex. 1. The distance of any point on a conic from the focus is equal to the whole 
length of the ordinate at that point, produced to meet the tangent at the extremity of 
the focal ordinate. 

Ex. 2. If from the focus a line be drawn making a given angle with any tangent, 
find the locus of the point where it meets it. 

Ex. 3. To find the locus of the pole of a fixed line with regard to a serirs of con- 
centric and confocal conic sections. 

We know that the pole of any line (~ + 1 = l) , with regard to the conic 

(J' t 4" = i'J . is found from the equations wx - a- and ny = t>~ (Art. 169). 

E E 
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Now, if the foci of the conic are given, cC- — b 2 = c 2 is given ; lienee, the locus of the 
pole of the fixed line is 

mx — ny — e 2 , 

the equation of a right line perpendicular to the given line. 

If the given line touch one of the conics, its pole will be the point of contact. 
Hence, given two confocal conics, if we draw any tangent to one and tangents to the 
second where this line meets it, these tangents will intersect on the normal to the 
first conic. 


Ex. 4. Eind the locus of the points of contact of tangents to a series of confocal 
ellipses from a fixed point on the axis major. Ans. A circle. 

Ex. 5. The lines joining each focus to the foot of the perpendicular from the other 

focus on any tangent intersect on the corresponding normal and bisect it. 

Ex. 6 . The focus being the pole, prove that the polar equation of the chord 

through points whose angular coordinates are a ■{- a — ft, is 


~ = e cos 0 4- see ft cos (0 - a). 

This expression is due to Mr. Erost (Cambridge and Dublin Math. Journal, I., G 8 , 
cited by Walton, Examples, p. 375). It follows easily from Ex. 3, p. 37. 

Ex. 7. The focus being the pole, prove that the polar equation of the tangent, at 

j) 

the point whose angular coordinate is «, is 5 - = e cos 0 + cos (8 - «). 

Zp 

This expression is due to Mr. Davies (Philosophical Magazine for 1812, p. 102, 
cited by Walton, Examples, p. 3G8). 

Ex. 8 . If a chord PP r of a conic pass through a fixed point 0 , then 


tan 1 PFO . tan lJ''FO 

is constant. 

The reader will find an investigation of this theorem by the help of the equation ot 
Ex. G (Walton’s Examples, p. 377). I insert here the geometrical proof given by 
Mr. Mac Cullagh, to whom, I believe, the theorem is due. Imagine a point 0 taken 
anywhere on PP' (see figure p. 20G), and let the distance FO be o' times the distance 
of 0 from the directrix : then, since the distances of 7* and 0 from the directrix are 
proportional to PI) and QD , we have 

FP FO _ e sin PDF sin OFF e 
VD '* OD~ j ’ ° r s hi r FI) ~' r si nOFD ~ F * 


Hence (Art. 102) 


cos OFT _ e 
cos 


or, since (Art. 191) PFT is half the sum, and# AT half the difference, of PFO and P'FO, 

tan \PF0 .tan hP'FO = 6 “ e , . 

e + F 

It is obvious that the product of these tangents remains constant if 0 be not fixed, but 
he anywhere on a conic having the same focus and directrix as the given conic. 

Ex. 9. To express the condition that the chord joining two points a x"y" on the 
curve passes through the focus. 

This condition may he expressed in several equivalent forms, two of the most 
useful of which are got by expressing that 6" = 0' + 180°, where O', 6 " are the angles 
made with the axis by the lines joining the focus to the points. The condition 
sin 0 " = — sin 0 ' gives 

a - ex’ + PF?’ = 0 ; “ (•’/ + A = e W + r”,,’). 
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The condition cos 9" = — cos 0' gives 

-w. q CC^ o 

■ 4 . __ q . 2 cx'x” — (a 4- ce) [x' 4- x") 4- 2«c = 0. 

a — ex a — ex v 1 

Ex. 10. If normals be drawn at the extremities of any focal chord, a line drawn 
through their intersection parallel to the axis major will bisect the chord. [This 
solution is by Larrose, Nouvdks Annales, xix. 85.] 

Since each normal bisects the angle between the focal radii, the intersection of 
normals at the extremities of a focal chord is the centre of the circle inscribed in the 
triangle whose base is that chord, and sides the lines joining its extremities to the other 
focus. Now if a : b, c be the sides of a triangle whose vertices are x'y\ x"y ” , x'"y”% 
then, Ex. 6, p. G, the coordinates of the centre of the inscribed circle are 

__ ax' 4- b:v" 4- ex'" _ ay' -t- by" 4- cij" 

X ~ a 4- ~b 4- c 7 ^ ~ a 4- b H- c 

In the present case the coordinates of the vertices arc x\ if j x", y " ; — c, 0 ; and 
the lengths of opposite sides are a + ex”, a 4* ex', 2a - ex — ex”. We have therefore 

{a 4- ex') y" 4- (« 4- ex") if 

y = "~Ta 

or, reducing by the first relation of the last Example, y = \ [if 4- y"), which proves the 
theorem. 

In like manner we have 

(a 4- ex") x f 4- ( a 4- ex') x" — (2 a — ex' — ex") c 

x — - - • ■ j 

4(6 

which, reduced by the second relation, becomes 

(a 4- ec) {x' 4- x") — 2ca 
® ~ 2 a * 

We could find, similarly, expressions for the coordinates of the intersection of 
tangents at the extremities of a focal chord, since this point is the centre of the circle 
exscribcd to the base of the triangle just considered. The line joining the intersection 
of tangents to the corresponding intersection of normals evidently passes through a 
focus, being the bisector of the vertical angle of the same triangle. 

Ex. 11. To find the locus of the intersection of normals at the extremities of a 
focal chord. 

Let a, ft be the coordinates of the middle point of the chord, and we have, by the 
last Example, 

a ~h Ob' 4- x") = 5 £ = h(y r + y") = 2 b 

If, then, we knew the equation of the locus described by a(3, we should, by making 
the above substitutions, have the equation of the locus described by xy. Now the 
polar equation of the locus of middle point, the focus being origin, is (Art. 193) 

; — b 2 e cosd 

p~h{p ~9 )= — izr e 2 COS 20> 

which, transformed to rectangular axes, the centre being origin, becomes 

b 2 a 2 4- a 2 /3 2 = b 2 cct. 

The equation of the locus sought is, therefore, 

Orb 1 (x 4 c) 2 4- 4- e 2 ) 2 y 2 = h 2 c (a 2 4- c 2 ) (x 4- c). 




\ 






\ 
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Ex. 12. If e be the angle between the tangents to an ellxpsc 
and if ft fi' be the distances of that point from the 


— El+JL 


P - 4a 2 


from uny jx/n;t P, 

T' - 


2f>P 


FT. F'T f 


(see also 


- if. 

' pp r ' 



zpp COS l- JL x- — fj T y • 

f y0 m any point 0 two lines be drawn to Hie foci (<>r touching »ny 
) meeting the conic in It, It S, S'; then (see also Ex. la, Ait. -*>1) 


foci, prove that cos0 

Art. 194 c?). 

For (Art. 189) 

sin TP F . sin tP I — p p p p> ■ 

But cos FPF f - cos TPt = 2 sin TPF . sin tPF; 

and ^PP ' cos FI>F ' - P~ + P ~ ~ 46 '* 

Ex. 13. If : 

confocal conic) meeting 1 

A _ J - A I. . [Mr. M. Roberts.} 

OR OR' OS OS' L 

It appears from the quadratic, by which the radius vector is determine*! Art. him, 
that the difference of the reciprocals of the roots will bo the tame for two valuta* 
of 0, which give the same value to 

( ac - g-) cos 2 0 + 2 {ch - gf ) cos 0 sin 6 + (he — f~) fdn 2 (K 
Row it is easy to see that A cos 2 0 + 2 II cos 0 sin 0 + P sin 2 0 has ocjual v,ib:*v» i*.’t any 
two values of 0, which correspond to the directions of lines equally inchr,*”! b» ilm 
two represented by Ax 2 + 2Hxy + By 2 — 0 . But the function we an; 
becomes = 0 for the direction of the two tangents through 0 (Art. 117); am! tiiiqMA* 
to any confocal are equally inclined to these tangents (Art. 189). If follows ihi* 
example that chords which touch a confocal conic are proportional to the i.quaiia ol 
the parallel diameters (see Ex. 15, Art. 231). 

227. We give in this Article some examples on tlie parabola. 
The reader will have no difficulty in distinguishing thoae of tin* 
examples of the last Article, the proofs of which apply equally 
to the parabola. 

Ex. 1. Find the coordinates of the intersection of the two tangent n nt thr 


xf, x"y", to the parabola y~ = px. y r 4* ?/' y f* 

A ns. y =s — ^ ■ ■ 9 x • q. - 

Ex. 2. Find the locus of the intersection of the perpendicular from form* * n im«* 
gent with the radius vector from vertex to the point of contact. 

Ex. 3. The three perpendiculars of the triangle formed by three t:mgt lain 
on the directrix (Steiner, Gergonne, Annales , xix. 59 ; Walton, p. 119). 

The equation of one of those perpendiculars is (Art. 32) 


yy 




P V p J ' 2 

which, after dividing by y nr — y r \ may be written 




P Of + y” + y ") _ 

4 * ~~ 


y'y”y" r vy 
v 2 ' 

The symmetry of the equation shows that the three perpendiculars h itirmrci on if/j 
directrix at a height 

W V" , / + /' + ?/" 

Vr 2 

Ex. 4. The area of the triangle formed by three tangents is half that of fbr fri* 
ang e formed by joining their points of contact (Gregory, Cambridge, II. 16 

Walton, p. 137. See also Lessons on Higher Algebra, Ex. 12, p. 15). 
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Substituting the coordinates of the vertices of the triangles in the expression of 
Art. 3G, xve find for the latter area i Q / - y") {y" - y’") (y"_y) . and for the former 
area half this quantity. 

. ^•. :Find an expression for the radius of the circle circumscribing a triangle 
inscribed m a parabola. b b 

The radius of the circle circumscribing a triangle, the lengths of whose sides axe 

d ’ and wll0SC area = z 13 easily proved to be ^ . But if d be the length of the 

chord joining the points x"y ", x'"y'", and 0' the angle which this chord makes with 
the axis, it is obvious that d sin 0' = y" — y'". Using, then, the expression for the 

area found in the last Example, we have R — - 


2 sin 6' sin 0" sin 0"' * ^ 

press the radius, also, in terms of the focal chords parallel to the sides of the 
triangle. For (Art.. 103, Ex. 2) the length of a chord making an angle 0 with the aina 

isc= -•/* . Hence A 2 = ~~ — . 
sin 2 0 4p 

It follows from Art. 212 that c', c", c'" are the parameters of the diameters which 
bisect the sides of the triangle. 

Ex. G. Express the radius of the circle circumscribing the triangle formed by three 
tangents to a parabola in terms of the angles which they make with the axis. 

or ^ = ~k T’ 

meters of the diameters through the points of contact of the tangents (see Art. 212). 

Ex. 7. Find the angle contained by the two tangents through the point x'y' to 
the parabola y 2 — Amx. 

The equation of the pair of tangents is (as in Art. 92) found to be 
(y' 2 — 4 nix') (y 2 - 4mx) = {yy f — 2m ( x + x 
A parallel pair of lines through the origin is 

x'y 1 — y'ccy 4- mx 2 = 0. 

f/,/2 _ A r m'r- f \ 

The angle coni ained by which is (Art. 74) tan <p = — - . 

x -f m 

Ex. 8. Find the locus of intersection of tangents to a parabola which cut at 
a given angle. 

A ns. The hyperbola, y 2 — 4 mx = (x -f m) 2 tan 2 #, or y 2 + (x — m) 2 — (a- + m)~ sec 2 <j>. 
From the latter form of the equation it is evident (see Art, 186) that the hyperbola 
bus the same focus and directrix as the parabola, and that its eccentricity — sec#. 

Ex. 0. Find the locus of the foot of the perpendicular from the focus of a parabola 
on the normal. 

The length of the perpendicular from (m, 0) on 2m (y — y’) y' (x — x') = 0 is 

£ 1 ^ 1 =^^ +«)}. 

" + 4wi ) 

But if 0 be the angle made with the axis by the perpendicular (Art. 212) 

fl0,e = JfeTs)- 

Hence the polar equation of the locus is 

m cos0 

0= -'^r 


or y~ — mx. 
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Ex. 10. Find the coordinates of the intersection of the normals at the points 

®'y'- 

Am. x = 2m + , , = _ .+ 

4m ’ 17 8m 2 

Or if a, ft be the coordinates of the corresponding intersection of tangents, 
then (Ex. 1) 

o , ft 2 aft 

m m 

Ex. 11. Find the coordinates of the points on the curve, the normals at which 
pass through a given point x'y’. 

Solving between the equation of the normal and that of the curve, we find 
2f -f {f - 2px f ) y 

and the three roots are connected by the relation y i 4- y» + y z = 0. The' geometric 
meaning of this is, that the chord joining any two, and the line joining the third to 
the vertex, make equal angles with the axis. 

Ex. 12. Find the locus of the intersection of normals at the extremities of chords 
which pass through a given point x’y'. 

We have then the relation fty’ = 2 m ( x ' + a) ; and on substituting in the results 
of Ex. 10 the value of a derived from this relation we have 


2 mx 4- fty' = 4m 2 4- 2 ft 2 4 2 mx' ; 2m 2 y — 2 ftmx' — ft 2 y' ; 
whence, eliminating ft, we find 

2 {'2m {y — y') 4- y* ( x — x’)}~ = (4mx' — y' 2 ) (y'y 4 2x'x — Amx' — 2x'~), 
the equation of a parabola whose axis is perpendicular to the polar of the given 
point. If tlic chords be parallel to a fixed line, the locus reduces to a right line, as 
is also evident from Ex. 11. 


Ex. 13. Find the locus of the intersection of normals at right angles to each other. 
In this case a = -m, x = 3m + t, y = ft, y- ~ m ( x — 3m). 

Ex. 14. If the lengths of two tangents be a, b, and the angle between them co, 
find the parameter. 

Draw the diameter bisecting the chord of contact; then the parameter of that 
diameter is p' — ^ , and the principal parameter isy; = (where is the 

length of the perpendicular on the chord from the intersection of the tangents). But 
2-csy = ab sin to, and lG# 2 = dr 4- b 2 4- 2ab cos w ; hence 


* = ' 


4 a 2 b 2 sin 2 w 


(ft 2 4- b 2 4- 2 ab cos w)* 


- (see p. 199). 


Ex. 15. Show, from the equation of the circle circumscribing three tangents to 
a parabola, that it passes through the focus. 

The equation of the circle circumscribing a triangle being (Art. 124) 


fty sin A -f ya sin B 4- a/3 sinC = 0 ; 

the absolute term in this equation is found (by writing at full length for a, 
x cos a 4- y sin a—p, &c.) to be p'p " sin (ft — y) 4* jr/'p sin (y — a) 4 -pp" sin (a — ft). 
But if the line a be a tangent to a parabola, and the origin the focus, we have (Art. 219) 

p = , and the absolute term 

r COS a 


cos a cos ft cos y 
which vanishes identically. 


{sin (J3 - y) cos a 4- sm (y — a) cos / 3 4- sin (a — ft) cos y }, 
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Ex. 16. Find the locus of the intersection of tangents to a parabola, being given 
either (1) the product of sines, (2) the product of tangents, (3) the sum or (4) difference 
of cotangents of the angles they make with the axis. 

A?is. (I) a circle, (2) a right line, (8) a right line, (4) a parabola. 

228. We add a few miscellaneous examples. 

Ex. 1. If an equilateral hyperbola circumscribe a triangle, it will also pass through 
the intersection of its perpendiculars (Brianchon. aud Poncelet ; Gergonne, Annales, 
XL, 205; Walton, p. 283). 

The equation of a conic meeting the axes in given points is (Ex. 1, p. 148) 

/ifx'z- + 2 hxy 4- Wif - /a/a' (A 4- A') a? — A A' (/a + /) y 4- AA'/a/a' = 0. 

And if the axes be rectangular, this will represent an equilateral hyperbola (Art. 
174) if AA' ™ — /a/a'. If, therefore, the axes be any side of the given triangle, and 
the perpendicular on it from the opposite vertex, the portions A, A', /a are given, there- 
fore, fx is also given ; or the curve meets the perpendicular in the fixed point y = — — , 
which is (Ex. 7, p. 27) the intersection of the perpendiculars of the triangle. 

Ex. 2. "What is the locus of the centres of equilateral hyperbolas through three 
given points ? 

Ans. The circle through the middle points of sides (see Ex. 3, p. 153). 

Ex. 3. A conic being given by the general equation, find the condition that the 
pole of the axis of x should lie on the axis of y, and vice versa . Ans . he — jg. 

Ex. 4. In the same case, what is the condition that an asymptote should pass 
through the origin V Ans. a/ 2 — 2 fgh 4- bg 2 = 0. 

Ex. 5. The circle circumscribing a triangle, self -conjugate with regard to an equi- 
lateral hyperbola (see Art. 00), passes through the centre of the curve. (Brianchon 
and Poncelet ; Gergonne, xi. 210 ; Walton, p. 304). [This is a particular case of the 
theorem that the six vertices of two self -conjugate triangles lie on a conic (see Ex. 1, 
Art. 375). j 

The condition of Ex. 3 being fulfilled, the equation of a circle passing through 
the origin and through the pole of each axis is 

h ( x 2 4- 2 xy cos oo 4- y 2 ) 4 -fx 4 - py = 0, 
or x ( hx 4* by 4 -f) 4- y {cix hy + g) — (a + b — 2h cos w) xy, 

an equation which will evidently be satisfied by the coordinates of the centre, pro- 
vided we have a + b~ 2 Ji cos a>, that is to say, provided the curve be an equilateral 
hyperbola (Arts. 74, 174). 

Ex. G. A circle described through the centre of an equilateral hyperbola, and 
through any two points, will also pass through the intersection of lines drawn through 
each of these points parallel to the polar of the other. 

Ex. 7. Find the locus of the intersection of tangents which intercept a given 
length on a given fixed tangent. 

The equation of the pair of tangents from a point x'y f to a conic given by the 
general equation is given Art. 92. Make y = 0, and we have a quadratic whose roots 

are the intercepts on the axis of x. . 

Forming the difference of the roots of this equation, and putting it equal to a 
constant, we obtain the equation of the locus required, which will be m g ene *- a *° 
the fourth degree ; but if g 2 = ac, thq-axis of x will touch the given conic, and the 
equation of the locus will become divisible by y\ and will reduce to the second 


i 
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decree. We could, by the help of the same equation, find the locus of the iniwwlfcn 
of tangents ; if the sum, product, <fcc., of the intercepts on the axis he pvui, 

Ex. 8. Given four tangents to a conic to find the locus of the f I hr 

solution here given is by P. Serret, Nouve'Us Annates , 2nd series, iv. 1 h>. j 

Take any axes, and let the equation of one of the tangents be r cos a f .7 ^ /' **• 

then a is the angle the perpendicular on the tangent makes with the a\j nvi 

if 6 he the unknown angle made with the same axis by the axis major “f t' »•' «* • 
then a-Q is the angle made by the same perpendicular with the* axis major, if limn 
x and y be the coordinates of the centre, the formula of Art. 178 gives ua 
( x cos a 4- y sin a — p) 2 = a 2 cos- (a — 0) 4- b 2 sitr (« — 0)* 

We have four equations of this form from which we have to odimnuh* *b«- 
three unknown quantities d \ b 2 Q. Using for shortness the jtbbroVMNMi a U * 
x cos a 4- y sin a— jp (Art. 53), this equation expanded may be written 
a 2 = {a 2 cos 2 0 4- b 2 sin 2 0) cos 2 a + 2 (ar-b 2 ) cos0 sin0 cosa sin a 4* («- sln'4) 4 ?r ad’K rinbn 

It appears then that the three quantities a 2 cos-0 4 b 2 sin'T, (a 2 - ?") i-'mH • 
a 2 sin 2 0 4- b 2 cos 2 d, maybe eliminated linearly from the four equation/*; *bv 

result comes out in the form of a determinant 

a 2 , cos 2 a, cos a sin a, sin 2 a 
ft 2 , cos 2 /?, cos ft sin ft, sin 2 /? 
y 2 , cos 2 y, cosy sin y, siir’y 
d 2 , cos 2 d, cos o sin d, sin 2 3 rr 0, 

which expanded is of the form Aa 2 4- Bft 2 4- Cy 2 4- Mb 2 - - 0, where .4. U, /' »*■>* 
known constants. But this equation, though apparently of the second m 

reality only of the first ; for if, before expanding the determinant, wo vtnv « 7 , A«r » 
at full length, the coefficients of x 2 are cos -a, cos 2 /?, cos 2 y, cos 5 *; but 
the same as one column of the determinant, the part multiplied by ,t 2 vhiATo* *••}♦ 
expansion. Similarly, the coefficients of the terms sn / and ?/* vaubh. T J?*' b-nn 
therefore a right line. The geometrical determination of the line dejn\e*b- *>n i>nn* 
ciples to be proved afterwards ; namely, that the polar of any point with regard *-.» 
the conic is 

Ada 4- U/3 P 4 Cy f y 4 A oV> rr f) ; 

and, therefore, that the polar of the point aft passes through yd. But. when ?* 
reduces to a line by the vanishing of the three highest terms in its equation, t p- >W 
of any point is a parallel line at double the distance from the point. Thu.»* it «■> h 
that the line represented by the equation bisects the lines joining the point*? aft, y»* „ 
ay, pd; ad, Py. Conversely, if we are given in any form the eqtiufiom #4 b.i.* 
lines a = 0, &c., the equation of the line joining the three middle punf ri of 
of the quadrilateral may, in practice, be most easily formal by doOTmiuing ihr. 
constants so that Aa 2 4- Bft 2 4- Cy 2 4- DS 2 = 0 shall represent a right llu*\ 

Ex. 9. Given three tangents to a conic and the sum of the wjunra* of lb** 
find the locus of the centre. We have three equations as in the la&l oxnmjdr, u^*i 
a fourth a 2 4- b 2 = 7c 2 , which may be written 

£ 2 = (a 2 cos 2 0 4- b 2 sin 2 0) 4 (a 2 sin 2 0 4- b 2 eos'*0), 
and, as before, the result appears in the form of a determinant 

a 2 cos 2 a , cos a sin a, sin 2 a i 
p 2 , ccs 2 /3, cos ft sin ft , sin 2 ft I 
y 2 , cos 2 y , cosy sin ,y, sin 2 y j 
& 2 , i , o i : — o 
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which expanded is of the form .4a 2 + Bfi~ + Cy 2 4- D = 0. It is seen, as in the last 
example, that the coefficient of xy vanishes in the expansion, and that the coefficients 
of x 2 and y 2 are the same. The locus is therefore a circle. Now if Aar + Bfi- + Cy 2 — 0 
represents a circle, it will afterwards appear that the centre is the intersection of 
perpendiculars of the triangle formed by the lines a, (3, y. The present equation there- 
fore, which differs from this by a constant (Art. 81) represents a circle whose centre 
is the intersection of perpendiculars of the triangle formed by the three tangents. 

If we consider the case of the equilateral hyperbola a 2 + b 2 = 0, we see that two 
equilateral hyperbolas can be described to touch four given lines, the centres being 
the intersections of the line joining the middle points of diagonals with any one of 
four circles whose centres are the intersections of perpendiculars of the four triangles 
formed by any three of the four given lines. From the fact that the four circles 
have two common points it follows that the four intersections of perpendiculars lie 
on a right line, perpendicular to tk© line joining middle points of diagonals (see 
Art. 2G8, Ex. 2). 

Ex. 10. Given four points on a conic to find the locus -of either focus. The 
distance of one of the given points from the focus (see Ex., Art. 186) satisfies the equation 

p — A.x' 4- By’ 4- C 

We have four such equations from which we can linearly eliminate A, B , C, and we 
get the determinant 


p > 

x' , 

• ?/ 

, i 

p 1 » 

x" , 

y” 

, i 

JO", 

x'", 

i r 

, i 

p"'i 

x"", 

y" n 

, i 


which expanded is of the form Ip 4- nip + np" -f- pp" — 0. If we loot to the actual 
values of the coefficients l, m, n, p, and their geometric meaning (Art. 36), this 
equation geometrically interpreted gives us a theorem of Mobius, viz. 

OA.BCJD + OC.ABD = OB.ACD+ OB. ABC, 
where 0 is the focus, and BCD the area of the triangle formed by three of the points 
(compare Art. 94). It is seen thus that Z + wi + ?i+ j p = 0. If we substitute for p 
its value J{(x — x f ) 2 4* (?/ — ?/) 2 }, &c., and clear of radicals, the equation of the locus, 
though apparently of the eighth, is found to ‘be only of the sixth degree. In fact, 
we may clear of radicals by giving each radical its double sign, and multiplying 
together the eight factors Ip + mp' + np" + pp nt i and then it is apparent that the 
highest powers in x and y will be ( x 2 + y 1 )* multiplied by the product of the factors 
l ± m ± n + p ; and that these terms vanish in virtue of the relation l + m + nA- p — 0. 

If the four given points be on a .circle, Mr. Sylvester has remarked that the locus 
breaks up into two of the third degree, as Mr. Burnside has thus shewn. We have 
by a theorem of Feuerbach’s, given Art. 94, 

Ip 2 -f nip" 2 + np" 2 -|- pp r ” 2 = 0. 

We have then (• l 4- m) ( Ip 2 4- nip' 2 ) = (n 4- p) ( np " 2 4 -pp r "~), 

(bp 4- mp') 2 = (np" +pp"')y 
whence, subtracting bn (p — p) 2 = np (p" - p" r )% 

'which. obviously breaks up into factors. 

THE ECCENTRIC ANGLE* 

229. It is always advantageous to express tbe position^ of a 
point on a curve, if possible, by a single independent variable, 

* The "usTof this angle was recommended by Mr. O’Brien, Cambridge Mathematical _ 
Journal, vol. XV. p. 99. 1 
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rather than by the two coordinates xy. We shall, therdorn, 
find it useful, in discussing properties of the ellipse, to make a 
substitution similar to that employed (Art. 102) m the case ot 
the circle, and shall write 

x = a cos <58, y' = b sin <f>, 

a substitution evidently consistent with the equation 




The geometric meaning of the angle cj> is easily explained. 

If we describe a circle on the axis major as diameter, and 
produce the ordinate at P to meet the circle at Q , then the angle 

Q 0 L= 4 >, for GL= OQ cos QGL, or x'=a cos </•> ; and I'l, -■ <>L 

(Art. 163 ) ; or, since QL = a sin^>, we have y - b sin <f>. 


230 . If we draw through P a parallel P 2 P to the radius 


CQ, 



<■> 


M 


I* i.\ 


A 


then PM: CQ :: PL : QL : : b : a, 
but CQ = a , therefore PM~b, 

PN parallel to CQ is, of course, =a. 

Hence, if from any point of an ellipse 
a line = a be inflected to the minor axis, 
its intercept to the axis major = l . If 
the ordinate PQ were produced to meet 
the circle again in the point Q\ it could 
he proved, in like manner, that a parallel through P to th** 
radius CQ' is cut into parts of a constant length. Iltmc*e, c -in- 
versely, if a line MN, of a constant length, move about in tin? 
legs of a right angle, and a point P be taken ho that Ml* tiny 
be constant, the locus of P is an ellipse, whose axes are tnjual 
to MP and NP, (See Ex. 12, p. 47.) 

On this principle has been constructed an instrument for 
describing an ellipse by continued motion, called the 
Compasses. CA , CD' are two fixed rulers, MN a third ruler of n 
constant length, capable of sliding up and down between fliem t 
then a pencil fixed at any point of MN will describe an ellipse 
If the pencil be fixed at the middle point of MN, it will 
(O’Brien’s Coordinate Geometry, p. 1 1 2.) 


describe a circle. 
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221. TL c consideration of the angle <j> affords a simple 
method of constructing geometrically the diameter conjugate 

to a given one, for 


tan 0 


V 

x 


- tan cL 
a 1 


lienee the relation 

tan 8 tan & = — (Art, 170) 


heroines tan <p tan <£' = — J , 

or <j) - c/>' — 90°. 

lienee we obtain the*, following construction. Let the ordi- 
nate at the given point P, when produced, 
meet the semicircle on the axis majorat 
<J, join (bp, and erect 07/ perpendicular 
to it ; then the perpendicular let fall on 
the axis from (/ will pass through P', a 
point on the conjugate, diameter. 

Hence, too, can easily be found the coordinates of P' given 
in Art. 172, for since 

X* 'll 

cos (i) ~ sin <f>, we have — = ~ , 
r ? a b 



and rdnee sin <b* = - cos c/>, we liave ^ ~ . 

r ' 7 b a 

Prom these. values it appears that the areas of the triangles 

PCM, F CM' are equal. 

f:x , I. :■*. the of two conjugate semi-diameters in terms of the 

ivn,v- *!», A /m* - « s coa-V/> 4- ^ ainty ,* b ,% = a 2 sin 2 ^ + b 2 cos~<p. 

f 2. To*-.q-j< n the equation of any chord of the ellipse in terms of <p and cp' 
* l4i * /J «.?. - cos £ (</> 4 f />') + f sin £ (r/> 4- </>') = cos ijjj (<•/> - <£')• 

ivjc. .1. To i-xju*: * fuisiihtrly the equation of the tangent. 

Ans. - cosr/> 4- sin <p = 1, 


Ha, t. Tit i spo- h tho length of the chord joining two points «, ft 
.//• : «• \4MW« - cosjtf)* •¥ y i (Bin a - shift 2 , 

/> ... 2 sin | f« - ft) [a* Bin 2 * (a 4- ft 4- ^ cos 2 £ (a 4- ft} 4 . 

K«»r if 'x, 1) the* quantity betwuen the parentheses is the semi-diameter conjugate to 
$ mt U* Urn I (a 4 ft ; and (Ex. 2, ft the tangent at the point * (* + ft is parallel 
m ilm chord joining the points a K fi ; henco, if b' denote the length of the semi- 
«.imuu:U;r parallel to the given cliori D =s W sin £ (a — ft. _ 
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Ex. 5. To find the area of the triangle formed by three given- points a, (3, y. 

By Art. 36 we have 

2 X = ab {sin (a — (3) + sin Q9 — y) + sin (y — a)} 

= ab {2 sin£ (a — (3) cos£ (a - P) — 2 sin£ (a — P) cos| (a 4- p ~ 2y)} 

= 4ai sini (a — P) sin^ (P — y) sin| (y — a) 

Z = 2 ab sin £ (a — P) sin | (P — y) sin £ (y — a). 

Ex. 6. If the bisectors of sides of an inscribed triangle meet in the centre fta 
area is constant. 

• Ex. 7. To find the radius of the circle circumscribing the triangle formed by three 
given points a, P, y. 

If d, c, /be the sides of the triangle formed by the three points, 

7 ,def__b’b”b'" 

K ~ 4S ~ ab ’ 

where h\ b", b"' are the semi-diameters parallel to the sides of the triangle. If 

<?W" 

o’, c", c”’ be the parallel focal chords, then (see Ex. 5, p. 213) IP = - . (These 

expressions are due to Mr. MacCullagh, Dublin Exam. Papers, 1836, p. 22.) 

Ex. 8. To find the equation of the circle circumscribing this triangle; 

Ans . x 2 + if — - — — — cos £ (a -1- P) cos \ (p + y) cos £ (y -f a) 

— ^ ^ ~ sin i- (a -f P) sin £ (P + y) sin £ (y +• a) 

= £ (a 2 + £ 2 ) - \ (a 3 — & 2 ) {cos (a + P) -f cos (p + y) + cos (y 4- a)} 
From this equation the coordinates of the centre of this circle are at once obtained. 
Ex. 9. The area of the triangle formed by three tangents is, by Art. 30, 
ab tan (a — P) tan£ (p — y) tan^ (y — a). 

Ex. 10. The area of the triangle formed by three normals is 
tan£ (« - (3) tan | (P~ y) tan £ (y - <*) {sin (p + y) + sin (y + a) + sin (a +P)} 3 , 

consequently three normals meet in a point if 

sin (P -f y) + sin (y + a) 4- sin (a + P) = 0. [Mr. Burnside.] 

Ex. 11. To find the locus of the intersection of the focal radius vector FP with 
the radius of the circle CQ. 

Let the central coordinates of P be x'y', of 0, xy, then we have, from the similar 
triangles, FON, FPM , 

y _ ?/ __ b sin <ft 

cos <p ) * 

Now, since <p is the angle made with the axis by the 
radius vector to the point 0 , we at once obtain the polar 
equation of the locus by writing p cos <p for x, p sin <p for y r 
and we find 

P = b 
e + p eos (j> a (e + eos <■/>) r 
be 

or p ~ 

c+ (a - b) cos ' 

Hence (Art. 193) the locus is an ellipse, of which C is one focus, and it can easily 
be proved that F is the other. Jf 
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Ex. 12. The normal at P is produced to meet CQ j the locus of their intersection 
u, a circle concentric with the ellipse. 

The equation of the normal is 

jtx _ 

cos <l> sin c p T 

but we may, as in the last example, write p cos <p and p sin (/> for x and y, and the 
equation becomes 

( a — b) p — C“, or p = a 4- b. 

Ex. 13. Prove that taa.\PFC = J(j[ -~®} tanjtf. 


Ex. 14. If from the vertex of an ellipse a radius vector be drawn to any point 
on the curve, find the locus of the point where a parallel radius through the centre 
meets the tangent at the point. 

The tangent of the angle made with the axis by the radius vector to the vertex 


-r •’/. • therefore the equation of the parallel radius through the centre is 

x' 4- a 

y if __ b nin<f> _b 1 — cos (f> . 

%~x' + a~~a(L -{-cos (p) ~~ a sin <p 9 

or >" w « irr 

and the locus of the intersection ofthis lin 1 ) ^th the tangent 

7 7 \ ° 

vsin </> + - ''b = l, 

b “suit, 

i-S obviously, ~ = 1, the tangent at the other ^pCmity of the axis. 

The same investigation will apply, if the fiirst radius vector be drawn through 
any point of the curve, by substituting a* and U fdf a and b j the locus will then be 
the tangent at the diametrically opposite point. 


Ex. 15. The length of the chord of an ellipse which touches a confocal ellipse, 
the squares of whose serniaxes are a 2 — hr, b- - h 2 , is [Mr. Burnside]. 

The condition that the chord joining two points a ? ft should touch the confocal 
conic is \ 

a ‘£ _ Jj? yi _ Jy2 

— ta COS 2 1 {a + ft) + — — — sin 2 £ (a + ft) = cos (a - ft), 

or sin-4 (« - P) - !* s cos'-’i (« + /3) + « 2 ein 2 J (a + fi )} = V-. (Ex. 4). 

But the length of the chord is 

t>/ , . . , 2 hi/ 2 

lh’ sin l (a — ft) — . 

ab 

By the help of this Example several theorems concerning chords through a focus 
may be extended to chords touching confocal conics. Hence also is immediately 
derived a proof of Ex. 13, 212, for OR . OIL' is to OS . OS r as the squares of the 

parallel diameters (Art. 14 ( J), and it is here jjroved that the chords OR —OR', 
OS - OS' are to each other in the same ratio. 


232. The methods of the preceding Articles do not apply to 
the hyperbola. For the hyperbola, however, we may substitute 
x = a sec <£, y = b tail 


since 


222 


SIMILAR CONIC SECTIONS. 


This angle may be represented geometrically by di; 
a tangent MQ from the foot of 

the ordinate M to the circle de- __ / { 

scribed on the transverse axis, y 

then the angle QCM— <f>, since 

CM— CQ sec QCM. 


:iwmt 



We have also QM = a tan hut FM-b tan <p. Ileru-e, if 
from the foot of any ordinate of a hyperbola we draw a tangent 
to the circle described on the transverse axis, this tangent is in 
a constant ratio to the ordinate. 


Ex. If any point on the conjugate hyperbola be exprerswl similarly ,v ' * h * 
x" = a tan <f>', prove that the relation connecting the uxlrumitius of am- 

meters is <p = <#>'. [Mr. Turner.] 

Sit 
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233. Any two figures a ; + ®aid to be similar and atmdnrh} 
placed if radii vectores drav o the first from a certain point O 
are in a constant ratio to pa* .lei radii drawn to the second from 
another point o. If it be possible to find any two Hindi points 
0 and o y we can find an I* 

infinity of others ; for, take ^ /q , 
any point C , draw oc parallel 
to OC , and in the constant Q 



ratio , then from the similar triangles OCI\ ocp y cp is parallel 

to CP and in the given ratio. In like manner, any other radius 
vector through c can be proved to be proportional to the parallel 
radius through (7. 

If two central conic sections be similar and similarly placed, 
all diameters of the one are proportional to the parallel diameters 
of the other, since the rectangles 01*. OQ . , op. ay are propor- 
tional to the squares of the parallel diameters (Art. 1 W). 


234. To find the condition that two conics, given by the 
general equations, should be similar and similarly placed. 

Transforming to the centre of the first as origin, we find 
(Art. 152) that the square of any semi-diameter of the first m 
equal to a constant divided by a co&0 + 2 h cos 6 sin 0 + h mn% 
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and, in like manner, that the square of a parallel semi-diameter 
of the second is equal to another constant divided by 

a cos 2 # -f 2 Ji cos 8 sin 6 A- V sin 2 #. 

The ratio of the two cannot be independent of 6 unless 

a h b 

a Ti V * 

Hence two conic sections will be similar and similarly placed, 
if the coefficients of the highest powers of the variables are the 
sa?ne in both or only differ by a constant multiplier . 


235. It is evident that the directions of the axes of these 
conics must be the same, since the greatest and least diameters 
of one must be parallel to the greatest and least diameters of 
the other. If the diameter of one become infinite, so must also 
the parallel diameter of the other, that is to say, the asymptotes 
of similar and similarly placed hyperbolas are parallel . The 
same thing follows from the result of the last Article, since 
(Art. 154) the directions of the asymptotes are wholly determined 
by the highest terms of the equation. 


of- __ p 2 

Similar conics have the same eccentricity; for — ^ — must 
Similar and similarly placed conic sections 


be 




have hence sometimes been defined as those whose axes are 
parallel, and which have the same eccentricity. 

If two hyperbolas have parallel asymptotes they are similar, 
for their axes must be parallel, since they bisect the angles 
between the asymptotes (Art. 155), and the eccentricity wholly 
depends on the angle between the asymptotes (Art. 167). 


236. Since the eccentricity of every parabola is =1, we 
should be led to infer that all parabolas are similar and similarly 
placed, the direction of whose axes is the same.. Intact, the 
equation of one parabola, referred to its vertex, being y —px, or 

p cos 6 
P ~~ sin 2 9 ’ 

it is plain that a parallel radius vector through the vertex of the 
other will be to this radius pi the constant ratio p : J>- 

A 
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Ex. 1. If on any radius vector to a conic section through a fixed point (>, (HI fie 
taken in a constant ratio to OP, find the locus of Q. We have only to sufi tituk* 
vip for p in the polar equation, and the locus is found to be a conic similar to the given 
conic, and similarly placed. 

The point 0 may be called the centre of similitude of the two conies; and if, h 
obviously (see also Art. 115) .the point where common tangents to the two omirj 
intersect, since when the radii vectores OP, 0P r to the first conic become equal, m 
must also OQ, OQ' the radii vectores to the other. 

Ex. 2. If a pair of radii be drawn through a centre of similitude of two ■ Imilir 
conics, the chords joining their extremities will be either parallel, or will mu t. on the 
chord of intersection of the conics. 

This is proved precisely as in Art. 1 1C. 

Ex. 3. Given three conics, similar and similarly placed, their six ecu! r«v- of idmnp 
tude will lie three by three on right lines (see figure, page 108). 

Ex. 4. If any line cut two similar and concentric conics, its part s iniern-pfi'd 
between the conics will be eq ual. 

Any chord of the outer conic which touches the interior will be fii. ud» ?I at, the 
- - '-'-point of contact. 

These are proved IlI same manner as the theorems at; page Jfd, tvfih'h ;sn* but 
particular cases of them; for the 'asympuStC‘2 of any hyperbola may U* rnir i*i*m d 
as a conic section similar to it, since the highest terms in the equation of the asymp- 
totes are the same as in the equation of the curve/ 

Ex. 5. If a tangent drawn at any point P of the inner of two concentric and 
similar ellipses meet the outer in the points 7 T and T', thou any chord of f J j « : inner 
drawn through P is half the algebraic sum of the parallel chords of tin: outer 
through T and T'. 

237. Two figures will be similar, although not similarly 
placed, if the proportional radii make a constant angle with 
each other, instead of being parallel; so that if wo could imagine 
one of the figures turned round through the given angle, they 
would be then both similar and similarly placed. 

To find the condition that two conic, .sections, r/ir /, Ay //„. 
general equations , should he similar, even though not ximi/urti/ 
placed. 

We have only to transform the first equation to axes making 
any angle 6 with the given axes, and examine whether any 
value can be assigned to 0 which will make the new /,, A f. 
portional to a', k', V. Suppose that they become mu’, ,ui,\ mb'. 

Now, the axes being supposed rectangular, we have seen 
(Art. 157) that the quantities a + h, ah-U\ are unaltered by 
transformation of coordinates ; hence we have 

a + h = ?n [a -f- //), 
db-li‘ -m l (dl>- /T), 

I* 

• % 

) 


> 


I 


,? 
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and the required condition is evidently 
ai - k* _ dv - r 

(a + by ~~ (a + 5')‘ 2 * 

If the axes be oblique, it is seen in like manner (Art. 158) that 
the condition for similarity is 

a h — li 1 = db'-h* 

{a + b — 2 h cos cof (a 4- V — 2 li cos on) 1 * 

It will be seen (Arts. 74, 154) that the condition found ex- 
presses that the angle between the (real or imaginary) asymptotes 
of the one curve is equal to that between those of the other. 

THE CONTACT OF CONIC SECTIONS. 

238. Two curves of the m th and n th degrees respectively inter- 
sect in ran points . 

For, if we eliminate either x or y between the equations, the 
resulting equation in the remaining variable will in general be 
of the m?i tu degree (. Higher Algebra , Art. 73). If it should 
happen that the resulting equation should appear to fall below 
the ?nn tlx degree, in consequence of the coefficients of one or 
more of the highest powers vanishing, the curves would still 
be considered to intersect in mn points, one or more of these 
points being at infinity (see Art. 135). If account be thus 
taken of infinitely distant as well as of imaginary points, it 
may be asserted that the two curves ahoays intersect in mn 
points. In particular two conics always intersect in four points . 
In the next Chapter some of the cases will be noticed where 
points of intersection of two conics are infinitely distant ; at 
present we are about to consider the cases where two or more 
of them coincide. 

Since four points may be connected by six lines, viz. 12, 34; 
13, 24 ; 14, 23 ; two conics ham three pairs of chords of intersection, 

239. When two of the points of intersection coincide, the 

conics touch each other, and the line joining the coincident points 
Is the common tangent. The conics will in this case meet in two 
real or imaginary points L 7 M distinct from the point of contact. 
This is called a contact of the first order . TV on ' A fA 

be of the second order when three of the po 

4 
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coincide, as, for instance, if the point M move up until it coin chi 



with T. Curves which have contact of an order higher tlm 
the first are also said to osculate; and it appears that conir 
which osculate must intersect in one other point. Contact a 
the third order is when two curves have four consecutive point 
common; and since two conics cannot have more than ftm 
points common, this is the highest order of contact they cai 
have. 

Thus, for example, the equations of two conics, both passing 
through the origin and having the line x for a common tangent 
are (Art. 144) 

ax 1 -4 2 hxxj 4- by 1 + 2gx = 0, ax 1 -f 2 lixy 4- b'y 2 4 %gx = 0. 
And, as in Ex. 2, p. 175, 

x {{aV — ab) x 4 2 [lib’ - lib) y 4 2 (yb f — <jb)} — 0, 

represents a figure passing through their four points of inter 
section. The first factor represents the tangent which pass- 
through the two coincident points of intersection, and the sccoin 
factor denotes the line LM passing through the other two point** 
If no vrgb’ — gb, LM passes through the origin, and the conic 
have contact of the second order. If in addition hV = tin 
equation of LM reduces to x — 0 ; LM coincides with the tangent 
and the conics have contact of the third order. In this Ian 
ease, if we make by multiplication the coefficients of y 2 the sarri 
in both the equations, the coefficients of xy and x will also L 
the same, and the equations of the two conics may be reduce 
to the form 

ax 2 4- 2 hxy 4- by 2 4 c 2yx = 0, dx 2 4 2hxy 4 by 2 4 2 yx = 0. 

240. Two conics may have double contact if the points u 
intersection 1, 2 coincide and also the points 3, 4. The conditi**! 
that the pair of conics considered in the last Article slioub 
touch at a second point is found by expressing the conditkii 
that the line LM \ whose equation is, there given, should tow 1 



THE CONTACT OF CONIC SECTIONS. 227 

either conic. Or, more simply, as follows: Multiply tlie equa- 
tions by g and g respectively, and subtract, and we get 

(ag - ag) a? + 2 (hj - Kg) xy + [lg' - Vg) if = 0, 

which denotes the pair of lines joining the origin to the two 
points in which LM meets the conics. And these lines will 
coincide if 

(ug - ag) (i >g ' - Vg) = [kg' - k'g)\ 

241. Since a conic can be found to satisfy any five conditions 
(Art. 133), a conic can be found to touch a given conic at a 
given point, and satisfy any three other conditions. If it have 
contact of the second order at the given point, it can be made 
to satisfy two other conditions; and if it have contact of the 
third order, it can be made to satisfy one other condition. Thus 
we can determine a parabola having contact of the third order 
at the origin with 

ax 2 4- 2hxy 4 by 2 4 2gx = 0. 

Referring’ to tlie last two equations (Art. 239), we see that 
it is only necessary to write a instead of a, where a is deter- 
mined by the equation a'b = li 2 . 

We cannot, in general, describe a circle to have contact of the 
third order with a given conic, because two conditions must be 
fulfilled in order that an equation should represent a circle ; or, in 
other words, we cannot describe a circle through four consecutive 
points on a conic, since three points are sufficient to determine 
a circle. We can, however, easily find the equation of the 
circle passing through three consecutive points on the curve. 
This circle is called the osculating circle , or the circle of 
curvature. 

The equation of the conic to oblique or rectangular axes 
being, as before, 

ax 2 4 2 hxy 4 by 2 4 2gx = 0, 

that of any circle touching it at the origin is (Art. 84, Ex. 3) 
x 2 4 2 xy cos ®4/ - sin m = 0. 

Applying the condition ~gb (Art. 239), we see that the 
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condition that the circle should osculate is 
g = — rb sin or r = 


~ 9 * 

b sin ay ' 


The quantity r is called the radius of curvature of the conic 
at the point T. 

242. To find the radius of curvature at any point on a ami ml 
conic . 

In order to apply the formula of the last Article the tangent 
at the point must be made the axis of y. Now the equation 
referred to a diameter through the point and its conjugate 
fori* id \ 

Vn 75 + f 75 “lj is transferred to parallel axes through the gi ven 

point, by substituting x-\- d for a?, and becomes 

x 2 if 2x 

->2 + 4 7 = 0 . 

& 0 a 

Therefore, by the last Article, the radius of curvature ie 

V 2 

. Now a' sin co is the perpendicular from the centre on 

a sm co 

the tangent, therefore the radius of curvature 

l n If 

— — , or (Art. 175) = — . 

P 1 ah 

243. Let N denote the length of the normal PA r , and let 
denote the angle FPN between the normal 
and focal radius vector, then the radius of ^ Q 

F 171 AT bh . . . 

For j¥= — (Art. 181), 


curvature is 


cos S/r ' 
b 



and cos^=- (Art. 188), whence the truth of the formula i 
manifest. 


IB 


* In the Examples which follow we find the absolute magnitude of the mlim Z 

reg ” 4 The sign, as usual, indicates the direction i„ «•},>, -1, 

the radius is measured. For it indicates whether the given curve S» cscuh^d by 
a circle whose equation is of the form J 

x?+ 2 xy cos a, + q: 2ra sin <u = 0, 

T Wl “ 3e * ntre is in the P° sitive Erection Of the 

the^s::-^ 

L*:st“CSr,S"“- -• 
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Thus we have the following construction : Erect a perpen- 
dicular to the normal at the point where it meets the axis; and 
again at the point Q y where this perpendicular meets the focal 
radius, draw CQ perpendicular to it, then G will be the centre 
of curvature, and CP the radius of curvature. 


244. Another useful construction is founded on the principle 
that if a circle intersect a conic , its chords of intersection will 
make equal angles with the axis . For the rectangles under the 
segments of the chords are equal (Euc. III. 35), and 'therefore 
the parallel diameters of the conic are equal (Art. 149), and 
therefore make equal angles with the axis (Art. 162). 

Now, in the case of the circle of curvature, the tangent at T 
(see figure, p. 226) is one chord of intersection and the line TL 
the other; we have, therefore, only to draw TL , making the 
same angle with the axis as the tangent, and we have the point 
L\ then the circle described through the points T, and, 
touching the conic at T, is the circle of curvature. 

Tills construction shows that the osculating circle at either 
vertex has a contact of the third degree. 

Ex. 1. Using the notation of the eccentric angle, find the condition that four 
points a , ft, y, 5 should lie on the same circle (Joachimsthal, Crelle, xxxvi. 95). 

The chord joining two of them must make the same angle with one side of the 
axis as the chord joining the other two does with the other ; and the chords being 

” cos v-t (a -f- ft) +| sin^ (a + /3) = COS£ (a - ft) $ 

| cos 4 (y + 5) sin£ (y + 8) =cos£ (y - <$) ; 

we have tan £ (a + ft) + tan£ (y 4* 3) = 0 ; a + ft + y + $ = 0 ; or = 2mir. 

Ex. 2. Find the coordinates of the point where the osculating circle meets the 
conic again. ^ 

We have ft = y ; hence 8 = — 3a ; or X — ~ — 3x'; 7 — % • 

Ex. 3. If the normals at three points a, ft, y meet in a point, the foot of the fourth 
normal from that point is given by the equation a + ft + y + d = {2m + 1) w. 

Ex. 4. Find the equation of the chord of curvature TL. 

A?is. - cos a — f sin a = cos 2a. 
a o 


Ex. 5. There are three points on a conic whose osculating circles pass through 
a given point on the curve; these lie on a circle passing through the point, and form 
a triangle of which the centre of the curve is the intersection of bisectors of sides 
(Steiner, Crelle, xxxn. 300 ; Joachimsthal, Crelle, xxxvi. 95). _ 

Here we are given d, the point where the circle meets the curve again, and from 
the last Example the point of contact to « = - V- But since the sine and cosine 
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of a would not alter if 8 were increased by 3G0°, we might also have a = - ^ 4* 120°, 
or ---£<$ + 240°, and, from Ex. 1, these three points lie on a circle passing through 8. 
If in the last Example we suppose X, Y given, since the cubic* which determine 
x ' and y r want the second terms, the sums of the three values of x’ and of y are 
respectively equal to nothing; and therefore (Ex. 4, p. 5) the origin is the inter.- •wt don 
of the bisectors of sides of the triangle formed by the three points. It is c;v-y to fee 
that when the bisectors of sides of an inscribed triangle intersect in the cellin', the 
normals at the vertices are the three perpendiculars of this triangle, and therefore 
meet in a point. 


245. To find the radius of curvature of a parabola . 

The equation referred to any diameter and tangent being 

/ 

y 2 —px : the radius of curvature (Art. 241) is ^ ■■ , where 8 

is the angle between the axes. The expression — , and the 

cos 

construction depending on it, hold for the parabola, since 

N~\p sin <9 (Arts. 212, 213) and ^=90 ° — 8 (Art. 217). 

Ex. 1. In all the conic sections the radius of curvature is equal to the cube of the 
normal divided by the square of the semi-parameter. 

Ex. 2. Express the radius of curvature of an ellipse in terms of the angle which 
the normal makes with the axis. 

Ex. 3. Find the lengths of the chords of the circle of curvature which pn*a 
through the centre or the focus of a central conic section. *y/a *>f/z 

Am. — r and 1— 
a a 

Ex. 4. The focal chord of curvature of any conic is equal to the focal chord of 
the conic drawn parallel to the tangent at the point. 

Ex. 5. In the parabola the focal chord of curvature is equal to the parameter of 
the diameter passing through the point. 


246. To find the coordinates of the centre of curvature of a 
central conic . 


These are evidently found by subtracting from the coorcli- 
nates of the point on the conic the projections of the radius of 
curvature upon each axis. Now it is piain that this radius is to 
its projection on y as the normal to the ordinate y. We find the 
projection, therefore, of the radius of curvature on the axis of 

V (by multiplying the radi„ s i' by TI , 0 y of 


centre of curvature then is ~ j> ut 

fore the y of the centre of curvature is 

manner its x is x ' 3 

a* 


12 — V + c — tlicrc- 
~fy' 3 - In like 
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We should have got the same values by making a = /3 — y 
in Ex. 8, p. 220. 

Or, again, the centre of the circle circumscribing a triangle is 
the intersection of perpendiculars to the sides at their middle 
points; and when the triangle is formed by three consecutive 
points on a curve, two sides are consecutive tangents to the 
curve, and the perpendiculars to them are the corresponding 
normals, and the centre of curvature of any curve is the intersec- 
tion of two consecutive normals . Now if we make = X, 
of =zy" — Y, in Ex. 4, p. 175, we obtain again the same values as 
those just determined. 


247. To find the coordinates of the centre of curvature of a 
parabola . 

The projection of the radius on the axis of y is found in like 
manner ^by multiplying the radius of curvature by JQ 

_ y 
sin 2 # 5 

and subtracting this quantity from y we have 


r=~ 


tarr# 

In like manner its X is x -+ 


y __ V 


~ (Art. 212). 




2 sin 2 # 

The same values may be found from Ex. 10, p. 214. 


248. The evolute of a curve is the locus of the centres of 
curvature of its different points. If it were required to find the 
evolute of a central conic, we should solve for xy in terms of 
the x and y of the centre of curvature, and, substituting in the 


equation of the curve, should have 


r . . c 2 . 
(writing ~ = A } 



x 1 

I* 



=i. 


In like manner the equation of the evolute of a parabola is found 
to be 

27p/=16 ( 

which represents a curve called the semi-cubical parabola . 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

METHODS OE ABRIDGED NOTATION. 

249. If 8 — 0, S'- 0 be the- equations of two ooiucs ? then 
the equation of any conic passing through their tuiny n # al 
or imaginary, points of intersection can be cxpu*>c(*d in the. 
form S—JcS'. Por the form of this equation shows (Art. 4fij 
that it denotes a conic passing through the four points roimimn 
to S and S' ; and we can evidently determine h ho that S / S. 
shall be satisfied by the coordinates of any fifth point. It inmt 
then denote the conic determined by the five points* 

This will, of course, still be true if either or both the quart- 
Jities 8 } S’ be resolvable into factors. Thus bmng 

evidently satisfied by the coordinates of the points where the 
right lines a, j3 meet 8 , represents a conic passing through the 
four points where 8 is met by this pair of lines; or, in other 
words, represents a conic having a and j3 for a pair of chords of 
intersection with 8. If either a or J3 do not meet 8 in real 
points, it must still be considered as a chord of imaginary inter- 
section, and will preserve many important properties in relation 
to the two curves, as we have already seen in the ease of the 
circle (Art. 106). So, again, ay = 7c/3S denotes a conic circum- 
scribing the quadrilateral a/3yS, as we have already scorn (Art. 
122).f It is obvious that in what is here stated, a need not 

* Since five conditions determine a conic, it is evident that, tin* p ml 

equation of a conic satisfying four conditions must contain one indei* mh oi e-cc 
whose value remains undetermined until a fifth condition is given. In like tr.ni.mr* 
the most general equation of a conic satisfying three conditions couiuiirt tz^ in- 
dependent constants, and so on. Compare the equations of a conic pjtbidng U<r*oudi 
three points or touching three lines (Arts. 124, 129). 

If we are given any four conditions, in the expression of each of whirls 
efficients enter only in. the first degree, the conic passes through four fixed jw-iij*..* ; 
for by eliminating all the coefficients but one, the equation of the conic in 
to the form 5 — kS'. 

f If a/3 be one pair of chords joining four points on a conic *% and 
pair of chords, it is immaterial whether the general equation of a <n.mm |**»;*a 
through the four pomts be expressed in any of the forms S - kafi, X - kyt, nji i* > 

where h is indeterminate ; because, in virtue of the general principle, H in itwilf of ’ ihe 
rorm ap — 7cyo. r 
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be restricted, as at p. 53, to denote a line whose equation has 
been reduced to the form x cosa-by sina==p; but that the 
argument holds if a denote a line expressed by the general 
equation. 

250. There arc three values of 7c, for which S—kS ' re- 
presents a pair of right lines. For the condition that this shall 
be the case, is found by substituting a - ka\ b — kb\ &c. for 
u, S, &c. in 

abc 4 2 fyJi — af 1 — be/ 2 - ch 2 = 0, 

and the result evidently is of the third degree in k , and is 
therefore satisfied by three values of 7c. If the roots of this 
cubic be 7c', 7c", 7c"', then S-KS', S-k"S ', 8-k"'S ', denote 
the three pairs of chords joining the four points of intersection 
of 8 and S' (Art. 238). 

Ex. 1. What is the equation of a conic passing through the points where a given 
conic S meets the axes ? 

Here the axes x = 0, y = 0, are chords of intersection, and the equation must he 
of the form 8 = /an), where k is indeterminate. See Ex. 1, Art. 151. 

Ex. 2. Form the equation of the conic passing through five given points ; for 
example (1, 2), (3, 5), (- 1, 4), (- 3, - 1) (— 4, 3). Forming the equations of the sides 
of the quadrilateral formed by the first four points, we see that the equation of the 
required conic must be of the form 

(3® - 2 a + 1) (5® -2 y + 13) = h (x - 4y + 17) (Bx -4 y + 5). 

Substituting in this, the coordinates of the fifth point (-4, 8), we obtain h~- W* 
Substituting this value and reducing the equation, it becomes 

70® 2 - 4- 301 if + 1101® - 1005 y 4 1586 = 0. 

251. The conics 8, 8 -lca.fi will touch; or, in other words, 
two of their points of intersection will coincide ; if either a or fi 
touch 8, or again, if a and fi intersect in a point on S. Thus if 
T- 0 be the equation of the tangent to £ at a given point on it 
xy', then 8= T {lx + my 4 n), is the most general equation of a 
conic touching S at the point xy' ; and if three additional con- 
ditions are given, we can complete the determination of the 
conic by finding l, m,n. 

Three of the points of intersection will coincide if Ix + my + n 
pass through the point x'y' ; and the most general equation of a 
conic osculating 8 at the point x'y' is 8= T (Jx+my — lx— my). 
If it be required to find the equation of the osculating circle, 
•we have only to express fhat the coefficient xy vanishes in this 

H H. 
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equation, and that the coefficient of ** = that of when we 
have two equations which determine l and m. _ , 

h The conics will have four consecutive points «*»»»"“ 1 
lx + my + « coincide with T, so that the equation of the second 
conic is of the form 8 = hT\ Compare Art. 230. 

Es 1 If the axes of S be parallel to those of S', so will ab" *;■; ^ 

S - hk For if the axes of coordinates be parallel to the axes of. - • • ; ; 

i wiJJ contain the term ay. If S' be a circle, the axes of ,S - -S «« J—- 
a, ^es of S. If S- US’ represent a pair of right lines, its axes !«• on. • •• •••_ 

and ex ternal bisectors of the angles between them; and we Imre tlm - •• 

Ex 2 If the axes of coordinates be parallel to the axes of *S al- » " 

of S - leap, then aimdp are of the forms lx + my + n, lx - vn, 4- « . 

Ex. 3. To find the equation of the circle osculating a central o m.c. I f i 
must be of the form 




ff + 1. _ i - - 1') (A- 4- *«?/ - -- >"./)* 

a 2 b‘ l \n> 2 ) 

Expressing that the coefficient of a??/ vanishes, we reduce the equation 1*> * hr, 

X U + I" 1 ) = U' + ^"VU A* A- / ^ 


nnd pT-nressinsr that the coefficient 


the equation becomes 

... 2 (a 2 - & 2 ) a' 3 * _ 2 {¥ - «*) ?/ *// 4 . „, 2 <>//;: o. 

®" + ^ JA 

Ex. 4. To find the equation of the circle osculating a parabola. 

Ans . ( p 2 + 4pa?') ( 2 / 2 - pa;) = {2y// - /> (a; b 4 /'- r 


252. We have seen that S—kaft represents a conic pacing’ 
through the four points 
PjQ-j'Pj q ) where a, ft meet 
8] and it is evident that 
the closer to each other 
the lines a, ft are, the 
nearer the point P is to p 7 
and Q to q. Suppose that the lines a and ft coincide, then 
the points P, p ] Q y q coincide, and the second conic will touch 
the first at the points P, Q. Thus, then, the equation 8 -Jr/ 
represents a conic having double contact with 8 1 a bring On rJnml 
of contact. Even if a do not meet $, it is to he regarded m Urn 
imaginary chord of contact of the. conics 8 and In 

like manner a.y = left 2 represents a conic to which a and 7 arc 
tangents and ft the chord of contact, as we ha% r e already «een 
(Art. 123). The equation of a conic having double contact 
with 8 at two given points x'y\ x'y" may be also written in the 
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form S~hTT\ where 7* and T' represent the tangents at these 
points. 

253. If the line a be parallel to an asymptote of the conic 
8 , it will also be parallel to an asymptote of any conic repre- 
sented by S = ken which then denotes a system passing through 
three finite and one infinitely distant point. In like manner, 
if in addition ft were parallel to the other asymptote, the system 
would pass through two finite and two infinitely distant points. 
Other forms which denote conics having points of intersection 
at infinity will be recognized by bearing in mind the prin- 
ciple (Art. 67) that the equation of an infinitely distant line is 
0.x + O.y +(7= 0 ; and hence (Art. 69) that an equation, appa- 
rently not homogeneous, may be made homogeneous in form, if 
in any of the terms which seem to be below the proper degree of 
the equation we replace one or more of the constant multipliers 
by Q.x+ 0.?/+ C. Thus, the equation of a conic referred to its 
asymptotes xy~k 2 (Art. 199) is a particular case of the form 
ay = ft* referred to two tangents and the chord of contact 
(Arts. 123, 252). Writing the equation xg = [0.x + 0.y + k)‘\ 
it is evident that the lines x and y are tangents, whose points of 
contact are at infinity (Art. 154). 

254. Again, the equation of a parabola y l —px is also a par- 
ticular case of ay^ft 2 . Writing the equation x{0.x J r0.y-\ , p)— y\ 
tine form of the equation shows, not only that the line x touches 
the curve, its point of contact being the point where x meets y, 
but also that the line at infinity touches the curve, its point of 
contact also being on the line y. The same inference may be 
drawn from the general equation of the parabola 

(ax + ft yf +■ (Vgx -+ 2fy +- c) (0 .x + O.y + 1) = 0, 

which shews that both 2grx + 2fy + c, and the line at infinity are 
tangents, and that the diameter ax 4- fty joins the points of con- 
tact. Thus, then, every parabola has one tangent altogether at an 
infinite distance . In fact, the equation which determines the 
direction of the points at infinity on a parabola is a perfect 
square (Art. 137); the two points of the curve at infinity 
therefore coincide; and therefore the line at infinity is to be 
regarded as a tangent (Art. 83). 
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Ex. The general equation 

ax 2 4 2 hxy 4 - by- 4 4 2 fy 4 c = 0 

may be regarded as a particular case of the form (Art. 122) ^ 

three terms denote two lines a, y passing through tlie ougi , ■ j 

denote the line at infinity ft together with the hno o, 2fiW + l/>,+ - - ‘ / 

equation then shows that the lines a, y meet the curve at mil ><>0, <•'"! .A U..n 

represents the Une joining the finite points in which ay meet the curve. 


255. In accordance with Art. 253, the equation h --- h,i in *<> 
be regarded as a particular case of #= a/9, and denotes a system 
of conics passing through the two finite points whore (3 moots A', 
and also through the two infinitely distant points where .S' w 
met by O.te+O .y + k. Now it is plain that tlus coolhoiciits of 
tc\ of my, and of/, are the same in £ and in and there- 

fore (Art. 234) that these equations denote conies similar and 
similarly placed. We learn, therefore, that two rww simitar 
and similarly placed meet each other in two uijtiuh-ly distant 
points, and consequently only m two finite points. 

This is also geometrically evident when the curve* ft ns 
hyperbolas; for the asymptotes of similar conic* arc parallel 
(Art. 235), that is, they intersect at in- 
finity; but each asymptote intersects 
its own curve at infinity ; consequently 
the infinitely distant point of intersec- 
tion of the two parallel asymptotes is 
also a point common to the two curves. 

Thus, on the figure, the infinitely distant 
point of meeting of the lines OX , Ox , 
and of the lines OY , Oy , are common to the curve*. Our of 
their finite points of intersection is shown on the figure, fin- 
other is on the opposite branches of the hyperbolas. 

If the curves be ellipses, the only difference i« that tin: 
asymptotes are imaginary instead of being real The dm-rflmm 
of the points at infinity, on two similar ellipses, are determined 
from the same equation (ax 2 + 2/m/ + hf = 0) (Arts. KW uii-fy. 
Now, although the roots of this equation arc/ imaginary, y4 
they are, m both cases, the same imaginary roots, and tlmretir#? 
the curves are to be considered as having two imaginary point* 
at infinity common. In fact, it was observed before, that v.v*m 
when the line a does not meet 8 in real points, it in to he re- 
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garded as a chord of imaginary intersection of 8 and 
and this remains true when the line a is infinitely distant. 

If the curves be parabolas, they are both touched by the line 
at infinity (Art. 254) ; but the direction of the point of contact, 
depending only on the first three terms of the equation, is the 
same for both. Hence, two similar and similarly placed para- 
bolas touch each other at infinity . In short, the two infinitely 
distant points common to two similar conics are real, imaginary, 
or coincident, according as the curves are hyperbolas, ellipses, 
or parabolas. 

256. The equation S= or 8 — 7c[0.x -fO.y-f 1) 2 is mani- 
festly a particular case of 8 = Ico?, and therefore (Art. 252) de- 
notes a conic having double contact with $, the chord of contact 
being at infinity. Now 8 — 7c differs from 8 only in the constant 
term. Not only then are the conics similar and similarly placed, 
the first three terms being the same, but they are also con- 
centric. For the coordinates of the centre (Art. 140) do not 
involve c, and therefore two conics whose equations differ only 
in the absolute term are concentric (see also Art. 81). Hence, two 
similar and concentric conics are to be regarded as touching each 
other at two infinitely distant points . In fact, the asymptotes of 
two such conics are not only parallel but coincident ; they have 
therefore not only two points at infinity common, but also the 
tangents at those points ; that is to say, the curves touch. 

If the curves be parabolas, then, since the line at infinity 
touches both curves, 8 and 8— Id have with each other, by 
Art. 251, a contact at infinity of the third order. Two para- 
bolas whose equations differ only in the constant term will be 
equal to each other; for the curves y l = px, y*=p {x + n) are 
obviously equal, and the equations transformed to any new axes 
will continue to differ only in the constant term. We have seen, 
too (Art. 205), that the expression for the parameter of a para- 
bola docs not involve the absolute term, ffhe parabolas then, 
S and 8—7d are equal, and we learn that two equal and similarly 
placed parabolas whose axes are coincident may be considered as 
having with each other a contact of the third order at infinity . 

257. All circles are similar curves, the terms of the second 
degree being the same in all. It follows then, from the last 
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Articles, that all circles pass through the same two imaginary 
points at infinity , and on that account can never intersect in more 
than two finite points, and that concentric circles touch each other 
in two imaginary points at 'infinity / and on that account can 
never intersect in an y finite point. It will appear hereafter 
that a multitude of theorems concerning circles are but parti- 
cular cases of theorems concerning conics which pass through 
two fixed points. 

258. It is important to notice the form TV + m 2 j3" = ?i V, 
which denotes a conic with respect to which a, /3, 7 are the 
sides of a self-conjugate triangle (Art. 09}. If or the equation 
may be written in any of the forms 

ft 2 7 2 — W 2 */S 8 =• TV ; « V* — Pol 2 = ni 2 { 3 ‘ 2 ; Pd 2 4- m?ft 2 = rCy~. 

The first form shows that ny 4 m/3 7 ny — mfi (which intersect 
in @y) are tangents, and a their chord of contact. Consequently 
the point /3y is the pole of a. Similarly from the second form 
7 a is the pole of /3. It follows, then, that a/3 is the pole of 7 ; 
and this also appears from the third form, which shows that the 
two imaginary lines loL±nfifi 1 ) are tangents whose chord 
of contact is 7 . JSTow these imaginary lines intersect in the 
real point a/3, which is therefore the pole of 7 ; although being 
within the conic, the tangents through it arc imaginary. 

It appears, in like manner, that 

ao? + 2 7/ a/9 4 3 2 = cy* 

denotes a conic, such that a/3 is the pole of 7 ; for the left-hand 
side can be resolved into the product of factors representing 
lines which intersect in a/3. 

Cor. If l 2 a? 4 - m 2 (3r = n-y 2 denote a circle, its centre must be the mteirwtion n f 
perpendiculars of the triangle a/3y. For the perpendicular let fall from any point 
on its polar must pass through the centre. 

258*(a). If x = 0, y — O be any lines at right angles to each 
other through a focus, and 7 the corresponding directrix, the 
equation of the curve is 

x l 4 y l — e‘V 2 , 

a particular form of the equation of Art. 258. Its form shows 
that the focus {xy) is the pole of the directrix 7 , and that the 

* This Article was numbered 279 in the previous edition#. 
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polar of any point on the directrix is perpendicular to the line 
joining it to the focus (Art. 102); for y, the polar of (ay) is per- 
pendicular to x, but x may he any line drawn through the focus. 

The form of the equation shows that the two imaginary 
lines j? -f // are tangents drawn through the focus. Now, since 
these lines are the same whatever y be, it appears that all conics 
which have tin* same focus have two imaginary common tangents 
■passing through this focus. All conics, therefore, which have both 
foci common, have four imaginary common tangents, and may 
be considered as conics inscribed in the same quadrilateral. The 
imaginary tangents through the focus (x l -f y* = 0) are the same 
ns the lines drawn to the two imaginary points at infinity on any 
circle (sec Art. 2f>7). Hence, we obtain the following general 
conception of foci : u Through each of the two imaginary points 
at infinity on any circle draw two tangents to the conic; these 
tangents will form a quadrilateral, two of whose vertices will be 
real and the foci of the curve, the other two may be considered 
an imaginary foci of the curve.” 

V,x. T*» fmd tiff, fori of the route given by the general equation. We have 
M.iv to rq.r-M the munition that x - x! + (;/--/) J(- 1) should touch the curve. 
rOhmucmg th«-u in the formula of Art. 151, for X, /t, v respectively, 1, J(- 1), 
- :F '* // A !;• ; and equating M>p;u\iMy the real and imaginary parte to cypher, 
find that the f..ri are determined an the intersection of the two loci 

r {/' . , g' j \ / ’y - WU d- A ~ Jt = 0, Cxi/ - Fx - Gy + II ~ 0, 

wln’rlj two equilateral hyperbolas concentric with the given conic. Writing 

[Cjc - G r {Gy * - /•*}* G* **“ AC — " BC) — A (a 6), 

(Or - G) {Gy F) = FG - Oil = 6k ; 
roordiuub* of she foci arc. immediately given by the equations 

U\r G) 1 | A [li + a - ; (% - /'7 ; = i R + h ~ a )> 

A hn* the* name meaning oh at p. 153, and R as at p. 158. If the curve is a 
• it ft, and we have to nolvo two linear equations which give 

( l"i 4 CP) :r : Ft I <4- I (.*1 It) C ) {F* 4- 6' 2 ) y ~ GIL + % {B - A) F. 


2MK Wo proceed to notice some inferences which follow on 
ntorproting, by the help of Art. 34, the equations we have 
.1 ready used. Thus (see Arts. 122, 123) the equation «7“*0 
rmdira that the product of the perpendiculars from any point of 
i amic on two fixed tangents is in a constant ratio to the square 

f the perpendicular on their chord of contact. , 

The equation a 7 = W similarly interpreted, leads to the 
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important theorem : The product of the 'perpendiculars let fall 
from any point of a conic on two opposite sides of an inscribed 
quadrilateral is in a constant ratio to the product of the perpen- 
diculars let fall on the other two sides . 

From this property we at once infer, that the anharmonic. 
ratio of a pencil , whose sides pass through four fixed points of a 
conic , and whose vertex is any variable point of it , is constant . 

For the perpendicular 

OA.OB. sin A OB OC.OD.smCOD c 
a = AB ’ 7== CD ’ &C * 


Now if we substitute these values 
in the equation ay-f Tcf38 7 the con- 
tinued product OA . OB. 0 C. OD 
will appear on both sides of the 
equation, and may therefore be 
suppressed, and there will remain 



sin A OB. sin BOB _ , AB.CD 
sin BO C. sinA OD ~ C ' BCTAJJ ’ 


hut the right-hand member of this equation is constant, while 
the left-hand member is the anharmonic ratio of the pencil OA 7 
OB . , 00, OD. 

The consequences of this theorem are so numerous and im- 
portant that we shall devote a section of another chapter to 
develop e them more fully. 


260. If S~ 0 be the equation to a circle, then (Art. 90) S is 
the square of the tangent from any point xy to the circle ; hence 
S- hap — 0 (the equation of a conic whose chords of intersection 
with the circle are a and 0) expresses that the locus of a point , 
such that the square of the tangent from it to a fixed circle is in a 
constant ratio to the product of its distances from two fixed lines , 
is a conic passing through the four points in which the fixed lines 
intersect the circle . 

This theorem is equally true whatever be the magnitude of 
the circle, and whether the right lines meet the circle in real or 
imaginary points; thus, for example, if the circle be infinitely 
small, the locus of a point , the square of whose distance from a 
fixed point is in a constant ratio to the product of its distances from 
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two fixed lines , is a conic section ; and the fixed lines may be 
considered as chords of imaginary intersection of the conic with 
an infinitely small circle whose centre is the fixed point. 

2*>L Himilar inferences can be drawn from the equation 
S ~~ hoc ~ 0, when; B is a circle. We learn that the locus of a 
jxnnf , such that the. tun gent from it to a fixed circle is in a constant 
ratio to its distance from a fixed line , is a conic touching the circle 
at the two points whore the fixed line meets it / or , conversely, that 
if a circle hare double contact with a conic , the tangent drawn to 
the circle from any 'point on the conic is in a constant ratio to the 
jwrjicndicula r from the point on the chord of contact. 

In the particular case where the circle is infinitely small, we 
obtain the fundamental property of the focus and directrix, and 
we in ter that the focus of any conic may he considered as an in- 
finitely small circle , touching the conic in two imaginary points 
sitaatid on the, directrix. . 

2G2. In general, if in the equation of any conic the coordi- 
nates of any point be substituted , the result will he proportional to 
the rectangle under the segments of a chord drawn through the 
point parallel to a ( given liner' 

For (Art. MS) this rectangle 

t 

c 

~~ a cos*# + ih cos 0 sin 6 + b sin*# 5 

where, by Art. KM, c is the result of substituting in the equa- 
tion the coordinates of the point 5 if, therefore, the angle 8 be 
constant, this rectangle will be proportional to c'. 

Ex. 1. Jf two rj,inc.H have double contact, the square of the perpendicular from 
assy point of <mo upon the chord of contact is in a constant ratio to the rectangle 
under the fcepujculi-v of that perpendicular made by the other. 

Kx. 2. If a line parallel to a given one meets two conics in the points P, Q,p, q, 
urni we take on it a point 0, such that the rectangle OP.OQ may be to Qp. Oq in 
a eon-taut ratio, the locus of O is a conic through the points of intersection of the 

given eoiiies. 

Ex. w. The diameter of the circle circumscribing the triangle formed by two 
Urngcnu to a central conic and their chord of contact is — J where b ,b are the 
remi-diimictcre parallel to the tangents, jp is the perpendicular from the centre 

on tin* chord of contact. [Mr. Burnside]. 


1 I. 


This is equally true for curves of any degree. 
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It will be convenient to suppose the equation divided by such a cnu1;wt that the 
result of substituting the coordinates of the centre shall be unity. I*-t D' the* 
lengths of the tangents, and let S' be the result of substituting tin: o>« -maaVn-i 
of their intersection ; then 

r- : v- : : S' : 1, i " 2 : h”~ : : A' : 1 . 

But also if xs be the perpendicular on the chord of conhet. from the \v,:» a of Ac 
triangle, it is easy to see, attending to the remark, Note, p. 101, 

sr : p : : S' : 1 - 

«'*" _ t///' 

Hence - y- 

But the left-hand pide of this equation, by Elementary Ccmn-lrv, r. ■ »■!.•» iV 
diameter of the circle circumscribing the triangle. 


Ex. 4. The expression (Art. 2-12) for the radius of curvature may !••• d* de^.-d 
if in the last example we suppose the two tangents to coincide, in wl.lrh r;r-- tv: 
diameter of the circle becomes the radius of curvature (see Art. ."!»>>, : o<« ;d ■> fr-.y 
the following theorem due to Mr. Roberta: If ?/, n' be the hugri’ ? v.v« in- 
tersecting normals; p, ;/ the corresponding central perpendicular,, on ?;■! ” n? ; 4' 
the semi-diameter parallel to the chord joining the two points, on riv runv, ri,'-n 
4- w'p' = 2b' 2 . For if S' be the result of substituting in tin* e»pi:»’:«*u riv r ,-<,r 
nates of the middle point of the chord, w, sr' the perpendiculars ir tin 
on the tangents, and 2/3 the length of the chord, (.hen it can be j#r*«v» S. s - i; 4 i h>- 
last example, that /3 s = b’-S', & = [)$', rs' = p'/S", and it is very coy » * m« : ;b;»t 
4- ii’ts' = 2/3 2 . 

263. If two conics have each double contact with a finely the ir 
chords of contact with the third conic , and a pair of their da teds 
of intersection with each other , will all pass through, the mao- 
pointy and will for m a harmonic pencil. 

Let the equation of the third conic be — 0, and tho.at of 
the first two conics, 

S+ Z 2 =0, JS+M'^O. 


Now, on subtracting these equations, we fiud 
which represents a pair of chords of intersection {/, j M n, 
passing through the intersection of the chords of contact ; L and 
M)y and forming a harmonic pencil with them (Art. a 7). 

Ex. 1. The chords of contact of two conics with their common iaiMp et i pe ■>. 
through the intersection of a pair of their common chords. Thin m a parMieuIar •. 
of the preceding, £ being supposed to reduce to two right linen. 


Ex. 2. The diagonals of any inscribed, and of the corresponding < **r 11„ 

quadrilateral, pass through the same point, and form a harmoum p«nn:ib 1 b ■ 
so a particular case of the preceding, S being any conic, arid S f //■*, *s >• »?/ * uy 
supposed to reduce to right lines. The proof may also be stated dun : Ut r t 
t 3 . t 4 c 2 he two pairs of tangents and the corresponding chords of cot,},**. |/ t > 

words, c 2 are diagonals of the corresponding inscribed quadrilateral, Then il. 
equation of S may be written in either of the forms 


t x t 2 - c * = 0, t/ 4 


: 0 . 


METHODS OP ABPJDGKD NOTATION - . 


243 


r i lie second equal i«m must therefore be identical with the first, or can only differ 

irorn it by a eoioianf: multiplier. Hence t v t., — XA/.J must be identical with c-f — \<? 2 2 . 

Now r — X'V b J’t ‘presents a pair of right lines passing through the intersection of 
f ‘j, c„, and haniionieally conjugate with them ; and the equivalent form, shows that 
t right, hue: j, .in the points //.„ icq and qq, qq. For qq — Xqq = 0 must denote 
a I- h-us pa-' in;r through the.-upniiit.;. 

Kx.d. If ~tr, ~ ; 'h 2y, 2f> be the eccentric angles of four points on a central conic, 
bnu the equation of the diagonals of the quadrilateral formed by their tangents. 

I It re we have 

f i “ ~ a v ' ’•*' + 'j- •-in -« - 1, ~~ — cos 2/3 4- *| sin 2/3 — 1, 

r i ’ a cos (a 4- /3) -{* ^ : iu (« -|- /3) - cos (a - /3), 

a u*l we easily verify 

lit nee re;n>um;.\ as in the last example, we find for the equations of the diagonals 

' 1 - ~ -f- . r * ... - , 

:un (a — (i) " Mil (y — o) 

2 ill. If three. contes have each double contact with a fourth , 
sir uf their chords of int< rsection will pass three by three through 
the same paints, thus funning the Bides and* diagonals of a 
quadrilateral. 

Let the conies he 

fi + // = (>, S-\~M* = 0, S+N 2 = 0 . 

By the last Article the chords will be 

Ij — J / — 0, hi — N = 0, JV— Ij = 0 5 

/,+ *¥=<>, dZ-fZZ=0, N—L = 0 ; 

X4.1/-0, dZ-i^O, iV+X-0; 

JZ+ iV=() 7 *JV+i = 0. 

As in the last Article, wc may deduce hence many particular 
theorems, by supposing one or more of the conics to break up 
into right lines. Thus, for example, if 5 break up into right 
lines, it represents two common tangents to S 4- M\ S + i\P; 
and if L denote any right line through the intersection of those 
common tangents, then S 4- II also breaks up into right lines, 
and represents any two right lines passing through the intersec- 
tion of the common tangents. Hence, if through the intersection 
of the common tangents of two conics we draw any pair of right 
linm^ the chords of each conic joining the extremities of those lines 
wiJI meet on one of the common chords of the conics . This is the 
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extension of Art 116. Or, again, tangents at the extremities of 
either of these right lines will meet on one of the common choi ds. 

265. If S + Ii\ S+ M'\ S+N 2 , all break op into pairs of 
right lines, they will form a hexagon circumscribing >% tho 
chords of intersection will be diagonals of that hexagon, and 
we get Brianchon’s theorem : “ The three opposite diagonals of 
every hexagon circumscribing a conic intersect in a point By 
the opposite diagonals we mean (if the sides of the hexagon be 
numbered 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6) the lines joining (1, 2) to (4, 5), (2, 3) 
to (5, 6), and (3, 4) to (6, 1); and by changing the order in 
which we take the sides we may consider the same lines as 
forming a number (sixty) of different hexagons, for each of 
which the present theorem is true. The proof may also be stated 
as in Ex. 2, Art. 263. If 

> f ~ c/ = 0, *A ~ V = 0, If ~ = ( h 

he equivalent forms of the equation of *$', then c } ~ c t — r n re- 
presents three intersecting diagonals.* 

266. If three conic sections have one chord common to all , their 
three other chords vnll pass through the same point.. 

Let the equation of one be >S = 0, and of the common chord 
L = 0, then the equations of the other two are of the form 

S + LM — 0, S+LN= 0, 
which must have, for their intersection with each other, 

L [M — N) — 0j 

but M- A 7 is a line passing through the point (J/A T ). 

According to the remark in Art. 257, this is only an extension 
of the theorem (Art. 108), that the radical axes of three circles 
meet in a point. For three circles have one chord (the line at 
infinity) common to all, and the radical axes are their other 
common chords. 


J^ZT*"*'** iUSti ° e 0bjected t0 this P roof > that n» rule is given 

lines joining (HHo (4 ^ and to « ^ “ T'T* PB>Wl ‘' B t,,at 

(S 41 mia IN V t l’ . ' d (2 ’ 3 > to f 5 > 6 ) intersect either on the line joining 

«■* - 
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The theorem of Art. 264 may be considered as a still further 
extension of the same theorem, and three conics which have 
each double contact with a fourth may he considered as having 
four radical centres, through each of which pass three of their 
common chords. 

The theorem of this Article may, as in Art. 108, he other- 
wise enunciated : Given four points on a conic section , its chord of 
intersection with a fixed conic passing through two of these points 
will pass through a fixed point. 

Ex. 1. If through one of the points of intersection of two conics we draw any line 
meeting the conics in the points P, p, and through any 
other point of intersection B a line meeting the conics in 
the points Q, q, then the lines PQ, pq will meet on CD, 
t) ie other chord of intersection. This is got by supposing 
one of the conics to reduce to the pair of lines OA, OB. 

Ex. 2. If two right lines, drawn through the point of 
contact of two conics, meet the curves in points P,p, Q, q, 
then the chords PQ, pq will meet on the chord of inter- 
section of the conics. 

This is also a particular case of a theorem given in Art. 264, since one intersection 
of common tangents to two conics which touch reduces to the point of contact 
(Cor., Art. 117). 

2G7. The equation of a conic circumscribing a quadrilateral 
(ay = k/3B) furnishes us with a proof of u Pascal’s theorem/’ 
that the three intersections of the opposite sides of any hexagon 
inscribed in a conic section are in one right tine . 

Let the vertices be abode f and let ab — 0 denote the equation 
of the line joining the points a, b ; then, since the conic circum- 
scribes the quadrilateral abed, its equation must be capable of 
being put into the form 

ah .cd — bc.ad — 0. 

But since it also circumscribes the quadrilateral defa, the same 
equation must be capable of being expressed in the form 
de.fa~ef.ad — 0. 

From the identity of these expressions, we have 
ab.cd~de.fa = ( Ic ~ ef) ad. 

Hence, we learn that the left-hand side of this equation (which 
from its form represents a figure circumscribing the quadrilateral 
formed by the lines ah, ie, cd, af) is resolvable into two factors, 
which must therefore represent the diagonals of that quadri- 
lateral. But ad is evidently the diagonal which joins the vertices 
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a and d, therefore hc-ef must be the other, and must join t 
points tab, de), ( cd , af) ; and since from its form it denotes a h 
through the point (be, ef), it follows that these three pomtn t 
in one right line. 

268. We may, as in the case of Brianchrm’s theorem, ohU; 
a number of different theorems concerning the same six pom 
according to the different orders in which we take them. Tin 
since the conic circumscribes the quadrilateral beef, its equal! 
can be expressed in the form 

be. cf— bc.ef = 0 . 

Now, from identifying this with the first form given in the h 
Article, we have 

ab.cd—be.cf = ( ad — ef) be ; 

whence, as before, we learn that the three points (ah, cf), (cd, h 
(ad, ef) lie in one right line, viz. ad—ef— 0 . 

In like manner, from identifying the second and third fun 
of the equation of the conic, we learn that the thm* pub; 
(de, cf), (fa, be), {ad, be) lie in one right line, viz. be ~ mi ^ 
But the three right lines 

be — ef— 0 , ef - ad = 0 , ad — he 0 , 
meet in a point (Art. 41). Hence wc have Kteinerks theom 
that “the three Pascal’s lines which are obtained by taking ti 
vertices in the orders respectively, abode f, ado f eh , afeh>d^um 
in a point.” For some further developments on this subject v 
refer the reader to the note at the end of the volume. 

Ex. 1. If a, b, c be three points on a right line ; a‘, //, </ three polls* on a r. *"**,! 
line, then the intersections {be', b'c), {af, c'a), {af/, a'h) lie in n right Ibn-. Tb-t 
a particular case of Pascal’s theorem.. It remains true if Urn neroiei liu«- h<- ;%•, it/'.r, 
and the lines ba', ca ' be parallel to a given line, ami similarly for rh\ aV ; <»«■*, b>-\ 

Ex. 2. From four lines can be made four triangles, by leaving mit n> I ~*rn r. 
line: the four intersections of perpendiculars of these triangles lm in r, ngu? 3 
Let a, b, c, d be the right lines; af, l V, c', d' lines perpendicular to iKsa i ^ * 
theorem follows by applying the last example to the three points uf jn?« ; rv 
a, b. c with d, and the -three points at infinity on a', //, /f* 

* This proof was given me independently by Prof. De Mo&gan and by M y. 

The theorem itself, of which another proof has been given p. g]7, may nl** D- d» i s* 
from Steiner’s theorem, Ex. 3, p. 212. For the four mterswtioiiH U 
must lie on the directrix of the parabola, which has the four limn for tang- m a T 
lme joining the middle points of diagonals is parallel to the axi« fwe I lx, 1, p. 7% 
It follows in the same way from Cor. 4, p. 207, that the circle dmmi^nlnng t !**: f« 
triangles pass through the same point, viz. the focus of the mnm parabola. If .» 
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Ex. 3. Steiner's theorem, that the perpendiculars of the triangle formed by three 
tangents to a parabola intersect on the directrix is a particular case of Brian chon's 
theorem. For let, the three tangents he tt,b,c ; let three tangents perpendicular to 
them he o\ //, c\ and let, t he line at infinity, which is also a tangent (Art. 2.04) be oo . 
Then cme-iner the six tangents a, !>, r, r\ co , a ' ; and the lines joining ah, c ’ oo ; 
hr, a'x. ; re’, tm* lrn *4. in a point. The first two are perpendiculars of the triangle, 
and tin* last is the directrix on which intersect every pair of rectangular tangents 
(Art. 221 ). 'This proof is hy Mr. John 0. Moore. 

Ex. I. Given five tangents to a conic, to find the point of contact of any. Let 
A IlC I*!: h»* fin* p'-niagmi formed hy the tangents; then, if AC and BE intersect in 

O, 1)0 passes through the point of contact of AH. This is derived from Brianchorfs 
theorem hy supposing two sides of the hexagon to be indefinitely near, since any 
tangent, is intersected hy a consecutive tangent at its point of contact (Art. 147). 

2(iD. Pascal’s theorem enables us, given five points A, P, (7, 

P, is, to construct a conic; for if we draw any line AP through 



one of the given points, we can find the point F in which that 
line meets the conic again, and can so determine as many points 
on the conic as we please. For, by Pascal’s theorem, the points 
of intersection (Alt, BE ), ( B 6', EF) 7 ( CD , AF) are in one right 
line. Hut the points (All, BE), [CD, AF) are by hypothesis 
known. If then we join these points 0 7 P, and join to Pthe 
point Q in which OP meets BC , the intersection of #Pwith AP 
determines F, In other words, F is the vertex of a triangle 
FPQ whose, sides pass through the fixed points A, P, 0 7 and whose 
base angles P, Q move along the fixed lines CD , CB (see Ex. 3, 
p. 42). The theorem was stated in this form by MacLaurin. 

Ex. 1. Given five points on a conic, to find its centre. Draw AP parallel to BC 
arid determine the point F. Then AF and BC are two parallel chords and the line 
joining their middle points is a diameter. In like manner, by drawing QE parallel 
to Cl) we can find another diameter, and thus the centre. 


given five lines, M. Auguste Miquel has proved (see Catalan’s Thcorhnes et ProblLmes 
d« (BWmCrk El Amenta ire, p. 93) that the foci of the five parabolas which have four 
of the given lines for tangents lie cm a circle (see Uujher Plane Curves, Art. 146). 
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Ex. 2. Given five points on a conic, to draw the tangent at any one oMhc-m. 
The point F must then coincide with A, and the line QF drawn through h mih.t 
therefore take the position qA. The tangent therefore must he pA . 

Ex. 3. Investigate by trilinear coordinates (Art. CrS) Mat: i.atirm mol lad of 
generating conics. In other words, find the locus of the vertex «') » tnai.’de w!;* ^ 
sides pass through fixed points and base angles move on hxr>l liia ^ Ret «, (f, y 
be the sides of the triangle formed by the fixed points, and let the fk>d lira-s Ut 
la + mfi + ny = 0, Va 4- m'fi 4- n'y = 0. Let the base bo a pi l- then the hfcti 
joining to py, the intersection of the base with the first fixed line, h* 

(Ip 4- «») ft 4- ny = 0. 

And the line joining to ay, the intersection of the base with the H-n.in! line, in 
(Vp 4- m r ) a 4- n' py = 0. 

Eliminating p from the last two equations, the equation of the locus Ib found to W 
Im'ap — (ml 3 4- ny) (l' a 4- n'y), 
a conic passing through the points 

py, ya, (a, la 4- mft 4- ny), (p, Va 4- m'fi 4* n'y). 

EQUATION REFERRED TO TWO TANGENTS AND T II KIR CHORD, 

270. It much facilitates computation (Art. 229} when tho 
position of a point on a curve can bo expressed l>y a single 
variable 5 and this we are able to do in the case of two of the 
principal forms of equations of conics already given. First, let 
L, AT be any two tangents and R their chord of contact. Then 
the equation of the conic (Art. 252) is LM~ It 2 ; and if fiL « It 
be tbe equation of the line joining Lit to any point on the 
curve (which we shall call the point /x), then substituting in the 
equation of the curve, we get and for the 

equations of the lines joining the same point to MR and to LM, 
Any two of these three equations therefore will determine a 
point on the conic. 

The equation of the chord joining two points on the curve; 
h Fi is 

fip, L — (/ x + yx ) R -f- il / =• 0. 

For it is satisfied by either of the suppositions 

{/u,L = R y /J3 = Af), (jjfL = II, 

If fjb and f/ coincide we get the equation of the tangent, via, 
jj?L — 2 ixR + M— 0 . 

Conversely, if the equation of a right line (p?L~2fiR+M^i\) 
involve an indeterminate ji in the, second degree^ the line will 
always touch the conic LM=E\ 
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271. To find the equation of the 'polar of any point 

The coordinates L\ M\ R ' of the point substituted in the 
equation of either tangent through it give the result 

fU-2[iR' + M' = 0. 

M R 

Now at the point of contact // 2 = -g, and M = (Art. 270). 

Therefore the coordinates of the point of contact satisfy the 
equation 

MU - 2 RR r 4 LM' = 0, 

which is that of the polar required. 

If the point had been given as the intersection of the lines 
aL-R, bR — M, it is found by the same method that the equa- 
tion of the polar is 

abL — 2aR -f M= 0. 

272. In applying these equations to examples it is useful to 
take notice that, if we eliminate R between the equations of 
two tangents 

fL - 2 pR -f M = 0, fL — 2 fR 4 M = 0, 

we get [if L = M for the equation of the line joining LM to 
the intersection of these tangents. Hence, if we are given the 
product of two yu.’s, / if = a, the intersection of the corresponding 
tangents lies on the fixed line aL — M. In the same case, sub- 
stituting a for [if in the equation of the chord joining the points, 
we see that that chord passes through the fixed point (aL 4 M . , R). 

Again, since the equation of the line joining any point [i to 
LM is fL = Jf, the points 4 y, — p lie on a right line passing 
through LM. 

Lastly, if LM = B'\ LM~R /2 be the equations of two conics 
having L, M for common tangents, then since the equation 
fL = M does not involve R or 1?', the line joining the point 
4 [x on one conic to either of the points ±fi on the other, passes 
through LM the intersection of common tangents. We shall 
say that the point 4 p on the one conic corresponds directly to 
the point 4 fi and inversely to the point — 4 on the other. And 
we shall say that the chord joining any two points on one conic 
corresponds to the chord joining the corresponding points on 
the other. 
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Ex. 1. Corresponding chords of two conics intersect on one of the chords of 
intersection of the conics. 

The conics LM — It 2 , LM - R'- have R- - A' 2 for a pair of common chords. 
But the chords 

[x}x'L — {fi + fx) R + M = 0, fxfx'L — (ft -h ft) Jt- + M = 0, 
evidently intersect on R — IL. And if we change the signs ol /*, /d in Ibc j-uv>jm 3 
equation, they intersect on R 4- W. 

Ex. 2. A triangle is circumscribed to a given conic j two of its veri ire.; move r*n 
fixed right lines ; to find the locus of the third. 

Let us take for lines of reference the two tangents through Um* of the 

fixed lines, and their chord of contact. Let the equations of the fixed line/- he 
aL — M = 0, bL — jI/= 0, 


while that of the conic is LM — Id 2 = 0. 

Ex>w we proved (Art. 272) that two tangents which meet on aL — 3t imr.t. Imvn 
the product of their lienee, if one side of the triangle hatch at the point «, 

the others will touch at the points - - , and their equations will be 

fX /A 


L-2-i2 + il/=0, ~A- 
r H- H-~ 


2 — II -f M r o. 


fi can easily be eliminated from the last two equations, and the Incus of lie vertex 
is found to be 

LlU=y- " h r TC-, 

(« *f b) £ 


the equation of a conic having double contact with the given one nb*ng the }j?;e //*. 

Ex. 8. To find the envelope of the base of a triangle, inscribed in a and 

whose two sides pass through fixed points. 

Tate ttie line joining the fixed points for R, let the rqnalii.ii of the conic ho 
LM= Hr, and those of the lines joining the fixed points to /,.!/ be 


aL - M = 0 , bL -M- 0 . 

Now, it was proved (Art. 272) that the extremities of any chord ,.as,;„ r th r , 
(«A - M, S) must have the product of their M > 8 = «. Ifa,,. if Vt . rtl . t hl . , t) 

hase angles must he f and and the equation of the base. mu. 1 1« 


auu - (a + oj fin + -- o. 

The base must, therefore (Art. 270), always touch the conic 
LSI- 


--- RZ 

4.ab * 

aconic having double contact with the given one along the lino joining Uw 


“ a C0ni0secfc!on a ““S** .MVIca (1, rough 

tion T omfKSL ehl8 “ * fc th ° ^ »«■«* « -that 


V**' 


abL — (a + b) fxR ~f yt* 2 ,]/ ~ o. 


the tangents Z, M imaginary. But ifmay al^h h "‘ ' C nr, ‘ ! 

next section, that when the Nation of th/ ^ bo Provo<i hy the mol.ho.fc .,} tj ;B 

*■ <* ^ form Z= + _W ° f ^ 001110 » » + M* = A*, that of the 1 M; „ 
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Now, if this line pass through the point cL - It = 0, dR - M = 0, we must have 
(ib — (« + b) fxc 4- fi~cd = 0, 
an equation sufficient to determine /x. 

Now, at the point /x we have fxL — R , fx-L — M j lienee the coordinates of this 
point must satisfy the equation 

(ihL — (a 4- b) cR 4- cdM - 0. 

The question, therefore, admits of two solutions, for either of the points in which this 
line meets the curve may he taken for the vertex of the required triangle. The geo- 
metric construction of this line is given Art. 207, Ex. 7. 

Ex. 5. The base of a triangle touches a given conic, its extremities move on two 
fixed tangents to the conic, and the other two sides of the triangle pass through fixed 
points ; find the locus of the vertex. 

Let the fixed tangents lie L, M, and the equation of the conic Lli If = R-. Then 
the point of intersection of the line L with any tangent (/urL — 2fiR + M) will have 
its coordinates L, R, M respectively proportional to 0, 1, 2/x. And (by Art. 65) the 
equation of the line joining this point to any fixed point L'R'M' will be 

LM' - UM = 2/x (LR r - UR). 

Similarly, the equation of tlie line joining the fixed point U T R"M.” to the point 
(2, /x, 0), which is the intersection of the line M with the same tangent, is 

2 {RM" - R"M) = /x {LAI" - L"M). 

Eliminating /x, the locus of the vertex is found to be 

{UR - UM) ( LM " - U'M) = 4 {LR’-UR) {RM” — R"M), 
the equation of a conic through the two given points. 

273. The chord joining’ the points fi tan<£, fi co t<f> (where 
4 is any constant angle) will always touch a conic having double 
contact with the given one. For (Art. 270) the equation of the 
chord is 

fi l L — pH (tan 4 4 cot <f>) 4 J/= 0, 
which, since tan <£4 cotc/> = 2 cosec 2<£, is the equation of a tan- 
gent to JjM sin 2 2</> = .Z2 tJ at the point /a on that conic. It can be 
proved, in like manner, that the locus of the intersection of tan- 
gents at the points //. tan<£, rl cotcj) is the conic LM=R* sin 2 2^. 

Ex. If in Ex. 5, Art. 272, the extremities of the base lie on any conic having 
double contact with the given conic, and passing through the given points, find the 

locus of the vertex. 

Let the conics be 

LM ~ RT- = 0, LM sin 2 2cj> -U-= 0, 

then, if any line touch the latter at the point fx, it will meet the former in the points 
fx Uw <(> and fx cot 4 j and if the fixed points are 4, /x", the equations of the sides are 

/xfx' tan <•/> L — (4 4- /x tan R 4- M = 0 r 
jxfx' cot (pL — (/x" 4- /x cot </>) R 4- 3f = 0. 

Eliminating /x, the locus is found to be 

{M - fi'K) (j u"L - X) = tan 2 </> {M - 4'i?) {?x’L - 72). 
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274. Given four joints of a conic , the anharmonic ratio of the 
pencil joining them to any fifth point is constant (Art. 251)}. 

The lines joining four points //, p!\ yf'j p r " to any filth 
point are 

/ + (!/-/*£)== 0, f/' (pL — II) -P (M- filt) — 0 7 

/" (//X - J2) + (1/- /*fi) = 0, /*"" [pL - jB j + ( M - p R) » o, 

and their anharmonic ratio is (Art. 58) 

(m'-aO (/*'"- a*"") 

-t?”V 

and is, therefore, independent of the position of tho point p. 

We shall, for brevity, use the expression, ££ the anharmonic 
ratio of four points of a conic,” -when we mean the anharmonic 
ratio of a pencil joining those points to any fifth point on the 
curve. 

275. Four fixed tangents cut any fifth in points v: hose anhar - 
monic ratio is constant. 

Let the fixed tangents he those at the points pj p\ p f \ /*"" 
and the variable tangent that at the point p ; then the enhar- 
monic ratio in question is the same as that of the pencil joining 
the four points of intersection to the point LM. But (Art 272} 
the equations of the joining lines are 

/*>■& -M~0, ggL -M= 0, p"'pL - M= 0, p""pL - l>, 

a system (Art. 59) homographic with that found in tin; last 
Article, and whose anharmonic ratio is therefore the same. 
Thus, then, the anharmonie ratio of four tangents is the name 
as that of their points of contact. 

276. The expression given (Art. 274) for the anharmonic 

ratio of four points on a conic //, p'", p"" remains unchanged 

if we alter the sign of each of these quantities; hence (Art. 272) 
if we draw four lines through any point. LM. , the anhnrmmm 
ratio of four of the points (/, p", p'f p"") where, these lines meet 
the conic , is egual to the anharmonic ratio of the other four points 

) —H-", - p", - gl'") where these lines meet the. mu in. 

For the same reason, the anharmonic ratio of four points on mw 
come is equal to that of the four corresponding points on another; 
smee corresponding points have the same pi (Art. 272). A cam 
the expression (Art. 274) remains unaltered, if we run 
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fju either by tan $ or cot <f> ; lienee, we obtain a theorem of Mr. 
Townsend’s, a If two conics have double contact , the anharmonic 
ratio of four of the points in which any four tangents to the one 
meet the other is the same as that of the other four points in which 
the four tangents meet the curve , and also the same as that of the 
four jwints of contact . 

277. Conversely, given three fixed chords of a conic ad , 
11/ 7 cc ; a fourth chord dd' 7 such that the anharmonic ratio of 
abed is equal to that of db'da will always touch a certain conic 
having double contact with the given one. For let a 7 &, c, d 7 b\d 
denote the values of /x for the six given fixed points, and /x, \d 
those for the extremity of the variable chord, then the equation 

(a. - h) (r, — fi) __ (a — //) [o' — jd) 

(a - c) {b - fd) [a - c) (d - fd) 1 

when cleared of fractions, may, for brevity, he written 
A jj/x 4 - j 11 fx 4 Cfi 4 JD = 0 , 

where A : /?, () 7 7 ) are known constants. Solving for fd from this 
equation, and substituting in the equation of the chord 
PldL — (fx -f fd) 11 4- M— 0, 

it becomes 

p ( Hfi 4 D) L 4 B [fi (Afi 4 C) ~ (7? m 4 D)} -M(Jf* + C)=0, 
or /d ( BL 4 ri It) 4 p [DL 4 {C-B)E~ AM] ~ (Z>i? 4 GJ£) = 0, 
which (Art. 270) always touches 

{ /> L 4* ( 0 - 1>) 11 - A d/}‘ 2 Cl/4 DJB) = 0, 

an equation which may he written in the form 

4 (BO- AD) (LM - i?) 4 [DL 4 (B+ O) R 4 - 0, 
showing that it has double contact with the given conic. 

In the particular case when B = (f the relation connecting 
/x, fd becomes 

A fifd 4 B (fx 4 fd) 4-0 = 0, 

which (Art. 51) expresses that the chord fXfdL - (fx + fd) B 4 M 
passes through a fixed point. 

EQUATION REFERRED TO TITE SIDES OF A SELF-CONJUGATE 

TRIANGLE. 

278. The equation referred to the sides of a self-conjugate 
triangle Fed 4 m*/3* = rdf (Art. 258) also allows the position of 
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any point to be expressed by a single indeterminate, h or if 
we write la — ny cos <f> } mft=*ny sin <p } then, as at pp. 91, 219 , 
the cliord joining any two points is 

la cos \ (<j> 4- <f>) 4* w/3 sin \(<f> 4- <f>') = ny cos 1 (<£ — <f > )> 
and the tangent at any point is 

la cos cj> 4 m/3 sin cf> = 727. 

If for symmetry we write the equation of the conic 
#a 2 4- J/3 2 + C7 2 = 0, 

then it may be derived from the last equation; that the equation 
of the tangent at any point a'fi'y' is 

aaa 4- b/3/3' 4* cy y = 0, 

and the equation of the polar of any point aft'y is necessarily 
of the same form (Art. 89). Comparing the equation la <4 
written with Xa 4- g/3 4- vy = 0, we see that the coordinates of 

the pole of the last line are ~ and, since the pole of 

any tangent is on the curve, the condition that Xa 4* ji/3 4- vy 
X? a v* 

may touch the conic is j- ^ - -f ~ = 0. When this condition 

a b c 

is fulfilled the conic is evidently touched by all the four lines 
Xa±/i/3±v 7, and the lines of reference are the diagonals of the 
quadrilateral formed by these lines (see Ex. 3, Art. I Hi). In like 
manner, if the condition be fulfilled aa'^ftjS' 5 '* e 7 ' y -0, the 
conic passes through the four points a', ± /3', ± y\ 


Es. 1. Bind the locus of the pole of a given line \« + /</! f vy with rir/.n 
a conic which passes through four fixed points a', ± ft', ±y. 

A u ’ 1 „ /tfi ' 2 py'"- 

- ' " 4* 

i } 7 


An s. ~ 


*r 


a 0. 


Ex. 2. Bind the locus of the pole of a given lino \a 4- nfi 4- uy, \vi?li rty:inl to u 
n 'v which touches four fixed lines la ± m(i ± ny. 


f : U hPfi 

Ans. -f -f 
A fi 


0. 


A ft $* 

These examples also give the locus of centre; since the centre in th«’ *>f tim 
line at infinity a sin A + fi sin B 4 - y sin C. 

Ex. 8. "What is the equation of the circle having the triangle of rtf* r* hf'<> far » 
self-conjugate triangle? Arts. (See Ex. 2, Art. 128) sin 2,1 + f • *U 

It is easy to see (see Art. 258) that the centre of the circle is the. int*r,*-rfioft of 
perpendiculars of the triangle, the square of the radius being the m.-liu,**. nn^r tl,» 

sogmenteof any of the perpendiculars (taken with a, positive ri<-u when th- ui«n r l« 

ciAwwrt T * negatlTC si S" when ft 18 acute anglwl). In the tat« ; r 
case, theiefore, the circle is imaginary. 
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280*. The equation (Art. 258 (a)) x 2 4 - y 2 = dy 2 (where the 
origin is a focus and y the corresponding directrix) is a parti- 
cular case of that just considered. The tangents through ( 7 , x) 
to the curve are evidently eyi-x and ey — x . If, therefore, the 
curve be a parabola, e — 1 ; and the tangents are the internal 
and external bisectors of the angle ( yx ). Hence, u tangents to 
a parabola from any point on the directrix are at right angles 
to each other.” 

In general, since x= ey cos<£, y = ey sin<£, we have 

- = tan 6 ; 
x 7 

or <f> expresses the angle which any radius vector makes with x . 

Hence we can find the envelope of a chord which subtends 
a constant angle at the focus, for the chord 

x cos \ ( <j) 4 $) 4 y sin J (<£ 4- <j> 1 ) — ey cos-| (<j> — <£'), 
if <£-<£' be constant, must, by the present section, always touch 
x* 4 y~ = iy cos a £ (<b - <£'), 

a conic having the same focus and directrix as the given one. 

281. The line joining the focus to the intersection of two 
tangents is found by subtracting 

x cos <t> 4 y sin d> — ey = 0 , 
x cos </>' + y sin <£' — ey = 0 , 
to he x sin \ (<£ 4 <fi) - y cos | (<£ 4 $') = 0, 

the equation of a line making an angle \ (<p 4 <p') with the axis 
of cr, and therefore bisecting the angle between the focal radii . 

The line joining to the focus the point where the chord of 
contact meets the directrix is 

x cos 2 (<j> 4 <}>) 4 y sin "k + <}>’) = 

a line evidently at right angles to the last . 

To find the locus of the intersection of tangents at points which 
subtend a given angle 28 at the focus. 

By an elimination precisely the same as that in Ex. 2 , Art. 102 , 
the equation of the locus is found to he [x 2 4 y 2 ) cos 2 o — ey, 


* Art. 279 of the older editions is now numbered Art. 258 («). 
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which represents a conic having the same focus and directrix as 

. . e 

the given one, and whose eccentricity = — - g • 

If the curve be a parabola, the angle between the tangents in 
in this case given. For the tangent [x cos $ 4-;?/ sin t/> ~ 7) bisects 
the angle between x cos<£ 4?/ sm<p and 7. The angle between the 
tangents is, therefore, half the angle between x cos^ty/ Huuj> and 
x cos <£'4-y sin </>', or = \ [<j> — 4> r ). Ilcncc, the angle In tween two 
tangents to a parabola is half the angle which the paints a f contact 
subtend at the focus ; and again, the locus of the intersect urn of 
tangents to a parabola^ which contain a given angle , is a hyperbola 
with the same focus and directrix , and whose eccentricity is the 
secant of the given angle , or whose asymptotes contain double 
the given angle (Art. 167). 

282. Any two conics have a common self-conjugate triangle. 
For (see Ex. 1, p, 148) if the conics intersect in the points 
A, B 7 0, D , the triangle formed by the points Jtl, Jj\ 0 7 in which 
each pair of common chords intersect, is self-conjugate with 
regard to either conic. And if the sides of this triangle he 
a i A Yj the equations of the conics can be expressed in the form 
a a 4- 5/3 2 4- cf ~ 0, dal -f V ft* 4- cf ~~ 0. 

We shall afterwards discuss the analytical problem of reducing 
the equations of the conics to this form. If the conics intersect 
in four imaginary points, the lines a, /3, 7 arc still real. For it 
is obvious that any equation with real coefficients which m 
satisfied by the coordinates x' 4- cc r/ V(- 1), / 4 ?/'%/;- I), will 
also be satisfied by 1), ;/-/V(~l)> an<l that the 

line joining these points is real. Hence the four imaginary 
points common to two conics consist of two pairs x l\ 

f±y"V(- 1); ^±/V(-i),f±fV(-i). Two of the 
common chords are real and four imaginary. But the equa- 
tions of these imaginary chords are of the form L± J/V{~ ty 
F±M r j{~ 1), intersecting in two real points LM } 1JM\ 
Consequently the three points E, F, 0 are all real. 

If the conics intersect in two real and two imaginary pointft 9 
two of the common^ chords are real, viz. those joining the two 
rea an two imaginary points 5 and the other four common 
c lor s aie imaginary. And since each of the imaginary cliorib 
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passes through one of the two real points, it can have no other 
real point on it. Therefore, in this case, one of the three points 
E, F, 0 is real and the other two imaginary; and one of the 
sides of the self-conjugate triangle is real and the other two 
imaginary. 

Ex. X. Eind the locus of vertex of a triangle whose base angles move along one 
conic, and whose sides touch another. [The following solution is Mr. Burnside’s.] 
Ijet the conic touched by the sides be x- + y- - and the other ax- +■ by* - cz 2 . 
Then, as at Ex. 1, p. 94, the coordinates of the intersection of tangents at points a, y 
are cos| (a + y), sin \ (a + y), cos £ (a — y) ; and the conditions of the problem give 
a cos 2 } (a -f y) + b sin 2 £ (a 4- y) = c cos 2 £ (u — y) ; 
or (a b — c) + (a — b - c) cos a cos y 4* {b — c — a) sin a sin y = 0. 

In 1 ke manner 

(a 4- <?> — e) +■ (a — b — c) cos (3 cos y 4- (b - c — a) sin (3 sin y = 0, 
whence {a -f- b — e) cos }j (a 4- (3) ~ (b + c — a) cos {a — j3) cos y, 

(a -f b — e) sin £ (a 4- (3) = (a 4- c — b) cos (a — (3) sin y j 

and, since the coordinates of the point wdioso locus we seek are cos | (a 4- (3) } 

sin £ (a + /3), cos £ (a — /3), the equation of the locus is 

# 2 , ?/* z* 

(He - a)' 2 (c 4- a ~ b)- {a + b — c) 2 * 

Ex. 2. A triangle is inscribed in the conic x- 4- y 2 = 2 2 . and two sides touch the 
conic ax* +• by- = cs 2 ; find the envelope of the third side. 

Ans. (ca + ah — £c) 2 a 2 4- (ab + be ~ ca) 2 y 2 — (be + ca — ab) 2 z 2 . 


ENVELOPES. 

283. If the equation of a right lino involve an indeterminate 
quantity in any degree, and if we give to that indeterminate a 
series of different values, the equation represents a seines of 
different lines, all of which touch a certain curve, which is called 
the envelope of the system of lines. We shall illustrate the 
general method of finding the equation of an envelope by 
proving, independently of Art. 270, that the line (jl*L — 2fj,R+M, 
where /a is indeterminate, always touches the curve LM—R 2 . 
The point of intersection of the lines answering to the values 
p and /a + 7c is determined by the two equations 

jj?L — 2pR + if = 0, 2 (p,L-R) + &L = 0; 

the second equation being derived from the first by substituting 
/a-f 7c for /a, erasing the terms which vanish in virtue of the first 
equation, and then dividing by 7c, The smaller 7c is, the more 
nearly does the second line approach to coincidence with the 

LL. % 


» 


METHODS OP ABRIDGED NOTATION. 


258 

first; and if we make Jc = 0, we find that the point of meeting 
of the first line with a consecutive line of the system is de- 
termined by the equations 

+ — i2 = 0 ; 

or, what comes to the same thing, by the equations 
p,L - 12 = 0, nU-M= 0. 

Now since any point on a curve may be considered as the inter- 
section of two of its consecutive tangents (Art. 147), the point 
where any line meets its envelope is the same as that where 
it meets a consecutive tangent to the envelope; and therefore 
the two equations last written determine the point on the 
envelope which has the line y?L - 2fj,R + M for its tangent. 
And by eliminating /i between the equations we get the equa- 
tion of the locus of all the points on the envelope, namely 
L3I=R\ 

A similar argument will prove, even if L , M, R do not re- 
present right lines, that the curve represented by f‘L— 2/xA-f M 
always touches the curve LM = li\ 

The envelope of L cos<f> + M sin<p — R, where tp is indeter- 
minate, may be either investigated directly in like manner, or 
may be reduced to the preceding by assuming tan \ c/> = /a, when 
on substituting 

, 1 - V? . , 2 fj, 

l “' 6 =r+;?> 

and clearing of fractions, we get an equation in which /j, only 
enters in the second degree. 

284. We might also proceed a3 follows: The lino 
?L- 2/iJS + M 

is obviously a tangent to a curve of the second class (see note, 
p. 147); for- only two lines of the system can bo drawn through 
a given point: namely, those answering to the values of /a 
determined by the equation 

fdL'- 2//J2'+ ir = 0, 

where L', R\ M! are the results of substituting the coordinates 
of the given point in A, R, M. Now these values of /j. will 
evidently coincide, or the point will be the intersection of two 
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consecutive tangents, if its coordinates satisfy the equation 
Z/M — Mr. And, generally, if the indeterminate fjb enter alge- 
braically and in the n llt degree, into the equation of a line, the 
line will touch a curve of the n th class, whose equation is found 
by expressing the condition that the equation in [m shall have 
equal roots. 


Ex. 1. The vertices* of a triangle, move along the three fixed lines a, ft, y, and two 
of the sides pans through two fixed points a' ft' y', a"ft"y", find the envelope of the 
third side. Let a 4- fift he the line joining to aft the vertex which moves along y, 
then the equations of the sides through the fixed points are- 


y ( a 4 fift) — («' 4 fift') y = 0, y" (a 4 juft) — (a" 4 juft") y — 0. 

And the equat ion of the base is 

(a' 4 lift') y”a 4 (a" 4 fift") fiy'ft - (a' 4 fift') (a" 4 fift”) y = 0, 
for it can he easily verified that this passes through the intersection of the first line 
with a, and of Die second lino with ft. Arranging according to the powers of fx, we 
find for the envelope 

{itft'y" 4* fty'n" — yu'ft" — ya"ft') 2 = A a' ft" {ay" — a"y) (fty' — ft'y). 

This example may also be solved by arranging according to the powers of a, the 
equation in Kx. p. 40. 

Ex. 2. Find the envelope of a line such that the product of the perpendiculars 
<m it from two fixed points may be constant. 

Take for axes the line joining the fixed points and a perpendicular through its 
middle point;, ho that the coordinates of the fixed points may he y — 0, x — ± Cj then 
if the variable line be y - mx 4« = 0, wc have by the condition of the question 

(» 4 me) ( n — me) = b 2 (1 4 m 2 ), 
or = K l 4 b 2 m 2 4 c 2 m 2 , 

l, at = T — %mxy 4 m 2 x 2 , 

therefore m 2 (x 2 -l 2 - c 2 ) - 2 nurtj 4f-i 2 = 0; 

and the envelope is x 2 f = {x 2 — b 2 — c 2 ) [y 2 — b 2 ), 


or 


x 1 y 2 
i'«4c 2 + ^ 


= 1 . 


Ex. 3. Find the envelope of a line such that the sum of the squares of the perpen- 


diculars on it from two fixed points may be constant. 


Ans. 


2x 2 


2 / 


b 2 - 2 c 2 b 2 


Ex. 4. Find the envelope if the difference of squares of perpendiculars be given. 

Ans . A parabola. 

Ex. 5. Through a fixed point 0 any line OP is drawn to meet a fixed line ; to find 
the envelope of PQ drawn so as to make the angle OP CL constant. 

UP make the angle 0 with the perpendicular on the fixed line, and its . length 
is p see 0 : but the perpendicular from 0 on PQ makes a fixed angle ft wi » 
therefore it, length is = P sec0cos/?; and since this perpendicular makes an angle 
-0 + ft with the perpendicular on the fixed line, if we assume the latter for the axis 
of x, the equation of PQ is 

x cos {d 4 ft) 4 y sin (0 4 ft) = p sec 0 cos ft, 


2G0 
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or x cos (20 + p) + y sin (20 + /?) = 2/> cos /? - * cos/3 - y sin/?, 

an equation of the form A cos <[> 4- M sin <-/> = R, 

whose envelope, therefore, is 

ie 2 + !/ 2 = ( x cos (3 4- y sin /? — 2/> cos /?) 2 , 
the equation of a parabola having the point A for its focus. 

Ex. 6. Pind the envelope of the line ^ 4- ~ f . = 1, where the indeterminate* are 
connected by the relation fi 4- y! = C, 

We may substitute for //, C - yu, and clear of fractions ; the envelope is thus 
found to be A 2 + B~ + C~ - 2AB - 2 AC -2BC~ 0, 

an equation to which the following form will be found to be equivalent, 
±JA±JB±JC= 0. 

Thus, for example, — Given vertical angle and sum of sides of a triangle to find the 
envelope of base. 

The equation of the base is ~'jr=l, 

where a + 5 = c. 

The envelope is, therefore, 

x 1 y 1 — * 2 x 1 } — 2 cx — 2 cy -f c 2 = 0, 
a parabola touching the sides x and y. 

In like manner, — Given in position two conjugate diameters of an ellipse, and the 
sum of their squares, to find its envelope. 

If in the equation ~ l 4- | v - = 1, 

we have a' 2 4- V 2 = c 2 , the envelope is 

X ±V ± c — o. 

The ellipse, therefore, must always touch four fixed right lines. 


285. If the coefficients in the equation of any right line 
\a + y(3 4 vy he connected by any relation of the second order 
in g-, Vj 


AX 2 4 By , 2 -f Gv 2 -f 2 Fjjlv -f 2 GvX ~f 2ll\y =s Q, 

the envelope of the line is a conic section . Eliminating v between 
the equation of the right line and the given relation, we have 

(Ay — 2 Gya + Ga 2 ) X 2 4- 2 [Hy 2 — Fya — Gy/3 4- Ca/3) X/m 


and the envelope is 


+ (By 2 -ZFy/3+ CP)#** 0, 


(4 7 s -2 Gy a+ (7a 2 ) [By*-2Fy0+ C(3‘) = {By 1 -Fya - Gyj3 + Cafi?. 
Expanding thi3 equation, and dividing by 7 3 J we get 
F 2 ) a? + (CA- G 2 ) /3 2 + (.45 - J/ 2 ) 7 2 
2 + ( (7^- AF) Py+2{HF-BG)ya + 2 [FG - 6 r /f ) a/5 « 0. 
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Th e result of this article may he stated thus: Any tangential 
equation of the si i'nu'} order in X, fi ) v represents a conic ^ 'whose 
tr ilfnear equation is found from the tangential by exactly the 
same process that the tangential is found from the trilinear. 

For it in proved fas in Art. 151) that the condition that 
Xa T /x/3 + vy shall touch 

erf 1- Iff -I- erf -f 2 f 3 y -}- ‘Zgy'i 4- 2Aa3 = 0, 
or 5 in other words, the tangential equation of that conic is 
(he -/*) X' J + {ea - rf) f f 4- {ah - A 5 ) F 

~f 2 [gh — q/‘) (jlv 4- 2 (A/— 5//) vX 4- 2 (fg — o/^) X/x = 0. 
Conversely, the envelope of a line whose coefficients X, /x, v 
fulfil the condition last written, is the conic af 4- &c. = 0 ; and 
tins may he verified by the equation of tins article. For, 
if we write for .1, A, &<\, hc—f\ ca- <j\ &e., the equation 
(/>C~~ /' r '’j cc" 4 <X*e. -■= 0 becomes 

[ahe | 2 fgh - a f*—hy : — r If. [af ■ p A,3 a 4- 07 2 + 2//?7 4- 277 a 4* 2 A a/5) = 0. 

Kt. t, WV. may as particular ea f es of the above, the results of Arts. 127, 

IT*, nsumlv, that th*: ♦•mvlope of a line which fulfils the condition 4 - - 4-^=0 
* 1 A . fx v 

in ., /*«!■ f O'. I 1 II y) : 0 j and of one which fulfils the condition 

■loa b ao, + m») •» 0 fa fff °- 

Ft. 2. WbA i fj*«» rorrliUon that \a + /i/H- 1/7 should meet the conic given by 

tV- sn-ral ‘••p.ia‘h»ii in real jh/uiIh? 

'fh-i bm* in real points when the quantity (k -/ 2 ) X 2 4- &c. is 

n* ; in imaginary points when tins quantity in positive; and touches when 

it 

fix. X What, ii the condition that the tangents drawn through a point a'f S'/ 

fiho-'.l 1 h«* r* :xl 7 

;| M( are real when the quantity (77/7- i^ 2 ) a' 2 4- Ac. is negative; 

f>r, ;?> o?le-r word'a wh»*o the quantities 4 * 2///A -4- <fec. and rt«' 2 4- /'/T 2 4- &c. have 
;-.e h-a a 'n.e p'dnt will h * inside the conic and the tangents imaginary when 

Hit-'-*: quan»iti*'H have like r.igu.i. 

2SC. It in prove,], as at Art. 70, that if the condition be 
fulfilled, j jiq ± 2 FGII- A F‘ - A 6“ - CIP = 0, 
then the equation 

yi v' 4- Ilf? + CV 2 + 2 Ffiy + 2 6AA, + 2 /TV = 0 
may be resolved into two factors, and is equivalent to one of the 
form ( a 'x + /3> + yv) (A + /3> + *y"v) = 0. 
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And since the equation is satisfied if either factor vanish, it 
denotes (Art. 51) that the line Xa+^ + vy passes through one 
or other of two fixed points. 

If, as in the last article, we write for A , he Ac., it will 
he found that the quantity ABG + 2FG1L + Ac. is the square 
of ale + + &c. 

Ex. If a conic pass through two given points anti have double nonf ad with a fixwl 
conic, the chord of contact passes through one or other of two fixed point.*, tor let 
g be the fixed conic, and let the equation of the other be 8 = (Xu 4* + »y f. Then 
substituting the coordinates of the two given points, we have 

JS' = (W + + vy') 2 ; S" = (Xu" + f4>” • i' *'y”f y 

whence (A a' 4- /*j8' + vy*) 4(&") = ± + v y") 

showing that \a-hnft + vy passes through one or other of two fixed points, pjrxa 
S', S" are known constants. 

287. To find the equation of a conic having* double contact 
with two given conics, S and S'. Let E and F be a pair of 
their chords of intersection, so that S — S' =■ EF\ then 

fi 2 E 2 — 2jjL (£+ 6 y ')+^ 2 =0 

represents a conic having double contact with S and S' j for it 
may be written 

[jjlE+ Ff =s A-fju Sj or [fxE — F f ~ 4 g S\ 

Since fji is of the second degree, wc sec that through any 
point can be drawn two conics of this system; and there are 
three such systems, since there arc three pairs of chords E } R 
If S' break up into right lines, there arc only two pairs of 
chords distinct from S\ and but two systems of touching conics. 
And when both S and S' break up into right lines there is but 
one such system. 

Ex. Eind the equation of a conic touching four given lines. 

, . w ^ . An*- (An + m>) + /** :r 

where A, B, C, D are the sides j JE, F the diagonals, and A C - BJj HF. Or umm 
symmetrically if £, if, iVbe the diagonals, L±M ±N the .sides, 

FL 2 -fJi(L 2 + M 2 - N 2 ) + M 2 = 0. 

Eor this always touches 4 L 2 M 2 — (L 2 + M 2 - K 2 ) 2 

' = & + M + N ) W+ N- L) (L + N - M) (M 4 L * .V). 

Or, again, the equation may be written JV 2 == ( 8 m Art ->7 ft, 

cos 2 (f) ’ sin 2 { Art * 
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288. The equation of a conic having double contact with 
two circles assumes a simpler form, viz. 

f - 2/t, ( C + G’) + (C- C'f = 0 . 

The chords of contact of the conic with the circles are found 
to be C-C’ + p = 0, and C-G'-fi = 0, 

which are therefore parallel to each other, and equidistant from 
the radical axis of the circles. This equation may also be written 
in the form V C' ± V “ V/*- 

Hence, flic locus of a point , the sum or difference of whose tangents 
to two (jinn circles is constant , is a conic having double contact 
with the two circles . If we suppose both circles infinitely small, 
we obtain the fundamental property of the foci of the conic* 

If be taken equal to the square of the intercept between 
the circles on one of their common tangents, the equation de- 
notes a pair of common tangents to the circles. 


Km. I. Solve by this method the Examples (Arts. 113, 11<1) of finding common 

taUge.Ult.-i to cilvlfA. 

Am. Ex. 1. JC -{- .JO' ~ 4 or = 2. Am. Ex. 2. \0 + JO' - 1 or = J - 79. 

Ex. *J. circles; lot L. FJ be a pair of common tangents to C " ; 

M, 1/' In O'", ( A', ,Y' to (\ O' • then if L, M, A T meet in a point, so will L\ M\ N'.* 
Lot the equations of {.hr: pairs of common tangents be 

.jo'. jc" + 4C=e t jc+4C' = t”. 

Then the comb 5 ion that I, M, A should meet in a point is K + i = £" ; and it is 
obvious t hat when Litis condition is fulfilled, l/ } M N' also meet in a point. 

Ex. 3. Three conics having double contact with a given one are met by three 
common chords, which do not pans all through the same point, in six points which 
lie on a conic. (Amncquontly, if three of these points lie in a light line, so do the 
other three. Let the three conics be S — A 2 , S — M 2 , S — N 2 ; and the common 
chords L f J/, M •{■ A’, N + L , then the truth of the theorem appears from inspec- 
tion of the equation 

S f MX + XL 4- LM = (tf - IP) + (L + M) ( L + N). 


* Thin principle is employed by Steiner in his solution of Malfatti’s problem, viz. 
u To in cribc in a t riangle three circles which touch each other and each of which 
touches two sides of the triangle.” Steiner’s construction is, “Inscribe circles in the 
{ rhuv/hix formed by each side of the given triangle and the two adjacent bisectors 
of angles ; those circles having throe common tangents meeting in a point will have 
three other common tangents meeting in a point, and these are common tangents to 
the circles required. For a geometrical proof of this by Dr. Hart, see Quarterly 
Journal oj Mathematic*, vol. I., p. 219. We may extend the problem by substituting 
for the word “circles,” “conics having double contact with a given one.” In this 
extension, the theorem of Ex. 3, or its reciprocal, takes the place of Ex. 2. 
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general equation of tiie second degree. 

289. There is no conic whose equation may not he written 
in the form 

a?: + 5/S 2 4 cy 2 + 2//3y + 2yya 4 27ia/3 = 0. 

For this equation is obviously of the second degree ; and since 
it contains five independent constants, we can determine these 
constants so that the curve which it represents may pass through 
five given points, and therefore coincide with any given conic. 
The trilinear equation just written includes the ordinary Car- 
tesian equation, if we write x and y for a and /3, and if wo 
suppose the line y at infinity, and therefore write 7 = 1 (secs 
Art. 69, and note p. 72). 

In like manner the equation of every curve of any degree 
may he expressed as a homogeneous function of a, /?, 7 . For 
it can readily be proved that the number of terms in the complete 
equation of the n“ order between two variables is the same as 
the number of terms in the homogeneous equation of the n' a 
order between three variables. The two equations then, con- 
taining the same number of constants, are equally capable of 
representing any particular curve. 

290. Since the coordinates of any point on the line joining 
two points d/3'f, d’(3"f are (Art. 66) of the form la 4 mo.", 
7/3 ' 4 m/3", If + my", we can find the points where this joining 
line meets any curve by substituting these values for a, (3, 7 , 
and then determining the ratio 7 : m by means of the resulting 
equation.* Thus (see Art. 92) the points where the line meets 
a conic are determined by the quadratic 

f (ad' 1 + l/3 ri 4 C7' 2 4 2//3Y 4 2yyV 4 2/r//3') 

4 27m {add' 4 b/3'/3" 4 eff' 

■+f(/3’f' + /3"f) +g (fa." 4 f'o!) 4 h (a'/3" 4 d'P)} 
4 m 2 (aa" 2 4 5/3" 2 4 cf n 4 W"f' + Yy'V' + 27/a"/S") « 0 ; 
or, as we may write it for brevity, PS' 4- 27m P 4 m’S" = 0. 
When the point a' S' f is on the curve, S' vanishes, and the 
quadratic reduces to a simple equation. Solving it for 7 : rn, 


* method was introduced by JoacMmsth&l. 
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we see tliat the coordinates of the point where the conic is met 
again by the line joining a"/9"y" to a point on the conic a'/Sy', 
a#re 5'V — 2ZV', — 2 P/3", S"y' —2 B ty". These coordinates 

reduce to a'/S'y' if the condition P~ 0 be fulfilled. Writing this 
at full length, we sec that if a"/3"y" satisfy the equation 

aaa + W'4 cy7'+/(#y4- jS'y) 4 g (y a 4 y'a) 4 A (a/3' 4 a'/S) = 0, 

then the line joining a"/3"y" to a'/3y meets the curve in two 
points coincident with a'/Sy'; in other words, cl' t 3"y" lies on 
the tangent at a'/3'y'. The equation just written is therefore 
the equation of the tangent. 


29 L Arguing, as at Art. 89, from the symmetry between 
a3y 7 cc'/Sy of the equation just found, we infer that when a'/Sy 
is not supposed to be on the carve, the equation represents the 
polar of that point. The same conclusion may be drawn from 
observing, as at Art. 91, that P— 0 expresses the condition that 
the line joining a'/S'y', a"/3"y" shall be cut harmonically by the 
curve. The equation of the polar may be written 


a (aa 4 A/5 4 gy) 4 /S' (ha 4 A/S 4 fy) 4 y' (ya 4 f/3 4- cy) = 0. 
But the quantities which multiply a', /S', y' respectively, are half 
the differential coefficients of the equation of the conic with re- 
spect to a, /3, y. We shall for shortness write /S l7 $ 2 , instead 


dS dS 
da J <7/3 ’ 




and we sec that the equation of the polar is 


a'tf, + /S'£ a + y^ a -0. 

In particular, if /S', y' both vanish, the polar of the point /3y 
Is $ %1 or the equation of the polar of the intersection of two of the 
lines of reference is the differential coefficient of the equation of 
the conic considered as a function of the third . The equation of 
the polar being unaltered by interchanging a/9y, a'/S'y', may also 
be written aS' 4 /3>S 2 ' 4 yS' = 0. 


292. When a conic breaks up into two right lines, the polar 
of any point whatever passes through the intersection of the 
right lines. Geometrically, it is evident that the locus of har- 
monic means of radii drawn through the point is the fourth 
harmonic to the pair of lines and the line joining their inter- 
section to the given point. And we might also infer, from the 


266 


METHODS OF ABRIDGED NOTATION’. 


formula of the last article, that the polar of any point with 
respect to the pair of lines a/3 h f3'a + a/3, the harmonic con- 
jugate with respect to a, fi of jB'a - a /3, the line joining a/3 to 
the given point. If then the general equation represent a pair 
of lines, the polars of the three points /Sy, yet, a./3, 

aa + A/3 4- gy = 0, ha 4- bfi +./V = 0, !P- +/fi T n - 0, 


are three lines meeting in a point. Expressing, as in .Art. 3fl, 
the condition that this should be the case, by eliminating a, [3, 7 
between these equations, we get the condition, already found by 
other methods, that the equation should represent right lines, 
which we now sec may be written in the form of a determinant, 


h, b, f 


< 7 , A c 

or, expanded, abc + 2fgh — af~ — b/f — cli~ — 0. 

The left-haud side of this equation is called the. discriminant * 
of the equation of the conic. We shall denote it in what follows 
by the letter A. 


293. To find the coordinates of the polo of any line 
Xa + p(3 + vy. Let a/3''-/ be the sought coordinates, then we 
must have 

aa' 4- h/3' + gy — X, ha + b/3' +fy = p, ga 4 f/3' -!■ <"/ - v. 
Solving these equations for a', /S', 7 ', wc get 

Aa = X [be -f‘) 4 - p (. fy - ch) + v [hf- hg\ 

A/ 3 ' = ^ {fg~ ch) 4 p(ca- rf) 4 - v (gh - a/), 

Ay' = X [hf- bg) 4- p [gh — of) 4- v [ah — Id) ; 

or, if we use A, B , (7,f &c. in the same sense as in Art. |f»l, 
we find the coordinates of the pole respectively proportional to 
AX + lip 4- Gv, HX 4 - Bp + Fv, 6'X 4 ■ Fp 4- < V. 

Since the pole of any tangent to a conic is a point on that 

tangent, we can get the condition that Xa + p[3 4 vy may touch 

the conic, by expressing the condition that the coordinates j u »t 
found satisfy Xa + p/3 + V y = 0 . We find thus, as in Art. 2*5, 
A\*+ Bp? + Cv 2 4 - 2 Fpv 4 - 2 Gv\ 4 - 2 II Xp =■-- 0 . 

See Lessons on Modern Higher Algebra, Lesson XI. 
t A, B, C } &c. are the minors of the determinant of the last article. 
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If wc wiite this equation 2 = 0, it will be observed that the 
coordinates of the pole arc S„ S a , 2.,, that is to say, the diffe- 
rentia! eoeOicHMits or 2 with respect to X, ,x, v . Just, then, as the 
equation of the polar of any point is aS,' + & 8 a ' 4 y-S/ = 0, so 
the condition that. A. 7. I- /iff -|- vy may passthrough the pole of 
X'z + fiff+v 7 (or, in other words, the tangential equation of 
this pole) is XS.' + ^' + yS/^O. And again, the condition 
that two lines Xcc -(- /iff -|- ry, X 7 -f /iff -f v'y may be conjugate 
with respect to the conic, that is to say, may be such that the 
pole of either lies on the other, may obviously be written in 
either of the equivalent forms 

^ -!•• /2S a - 0, X2/ + + *2/ = 0. 

F rorn the manner in which 2 was here formed, it appe c ars that 
— * is the icsult ol eliminating a , /3 , 7 , p between the equations 

aa 4- lift' 4 fjy -1- pX = 0, h% 4- b& 4 fj 0, 

f/a 4./, ’/3 4* cy 4 pv = 0, Xu 4- 4. v y _ q . 

In other words, that 2 may he written as the determinant 

j P, V 1 0 ; = + lit? + CV 4- 2F/JLV 4- 2 OvX + 2lIXp,. 

i <h f h fh * | 

//, h } j\ pi ' 

i fh J\ 'b * i 

1. I<* fur l the coonlInaI.cs of the pole of \a 4 yu/3 -j- vy with respect to 
/e O *h -M*) + The tangential equation in this case (Art. 130) being 

if iv 4 wj/\ + «Ayu as 0, 

the c< >«*r( I iaair-js of the pole arc 

«' - + n/1, f!' sr «A + y' = fy* 4 - 

Ex. 2. To find the locus of tlie pole of A« 4 * fift 4 vy with respect to a conic 
t*' **i-' pivMi tim e tim'O'ijf nml one other condition.* 

f ul ving tie* j*n ceding equations for /, in, n , we find f, m, n proportional to 

A ?"// i vy' -■ A«q, /i (yy' 4- A«' — fif'i'), v (Aa r 4- /x[i' — vy'). 

Nmv .///«; f .p taft, { J.O/y) denotes a conic touching the three lines a, y9, y • and 
any fourth tn,ntJit.inu e fahli lies a relation between /, m, n, in which, if we substitute 
t!m valuow jiid found, we shall have the locus of the pole of Aa 4- /x/3 4- vy. If we 
wnh* for A, n, utho ndo:; of the triangle of reference a, b, c, we shall have the locus 
of the polo of the line at infinity aa + bji 4* cy , that is, the locus of centre. Thus 

the condition that the conic should touch A a 4- J3(3 + Cy being ~ 4- 4- ~ y = 0 


* The method here u- e«l is taken from Hearn’s Researches on Conic Sections . 
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(Art. 130), we infer that the locus of the pole of Xa 4 yu/5 4- vy with respect to a 
conic touching the four lines a , fi, y, Act + Bfi 4 Cy, is the right line 

X (fxfi + vy — Xa) fx (vy + Xa — fJ.fi) v (Xa 4 fxfi - vy) _ 

A B + C~ 

Or, again, since the condition that the conic should pass through a'fi'y' is 
J(la') -I- 4( m fi') 4 J (ny f ) — 0, the locus of the pole of Xa 4 ,u/3 4 vy with respect to a 
conic which touches the three lines a, fi, y, and passes through a point a'fi'y', is 

*/{Xa' (jtxfi 4 ‘ vy ~ Xa)} + J{jixfi' (vy 4 Xa - fxfi)} 4- *J{vy' (Xa 4 fxfi — vy)} = 0, 

whioh denotes a conic touching fj.fi 4 vy — Xa, vy 4 Xa — fxfi, Xa + fxfi — vy. In the 
case where the locus of centre is sought, these three lines are the lines joining the 
middle points of the sides of the triangle formed by a, fi, y. 


Ex. 3. To find the coordinates of the pole of \a + fxfi + vy with respect to 
Ifiy 4- my a 4- nafi. The tangential equation in this case being, Art. 127, 

l~X~ 4- m 2 /x 2 4- n 2 v 2 — 2mnfxv — InlvX — 2 ImXfx — 0, 
the coordinates of the pole are 

a —l (IX — Tiifx — nv), fi' = m (m/x — nv — IX), y' = n (nv — ZX — m/x), 


whence my' 4- nfi' = — 2 hnriX, na' 4 - ly' = — 2!mrifx, Ifi' 4- ma' = — 2lmnv ; 
and, as in the last example, we find l, m, n respectively proportional to 

a' (fxfi' 4- vy' - Xa'), fi' (vy' 4- A a' - H-fi'), V (x«' + f*P' ~ W)- 
Thus, then, since the condition that a conic circumscribing afiy should pass through 
l m n 

a fourth point a'fi'y' is ^4-^4- — , = 0, the locus of the pole of Xa + fxfi + vy, with 
regard to a conic passing through the four points, is 


— , (fJ-fi 4- vy — Xa) 4- -fr, (vy 4 Xa — fxfi) 4- ^ , (Xa 4- fxfi — vy) ~ 0, 

a p y 

which, when the locus of centre is sought, denotes a conic passing through the 
middle points of the sides of the triangle. The condition that the conic should 
touch Aa 4- Bfi 4 Cy being j(Al) 4 ^(Bm) 4 J(C f n) = 0, the locus of the pole of 
X a 4 fjfi 4 vy, with regard to a conic passing through three points and touching 
a fixed line, is 


J{Aa (fxfi 4 vy — Xa)} 4 J{Bfi (vy 4 Xa — fxfi)} 4 -\Oy (Xa 4 fJ.fi — vy) = 0, 
which, in general, represents a curve of the fourth degree. 


294. If OL'ft'y” be any point on any of the tangents drawn 
to a curve from a fixed point a'/3y, the line joining a'/3y, a$"y" 
meets the curve in two coincident points, and the equation in 
l : m (Art. 290), which determines the points where the joining 
line meets the curve, will have equal roots. 

To find, then, the equation of all the tangents which can be 
drawn through a'/3y, we must substitute la + ma% 1/3 + w/3', 
ly + my in the equation of the curve, and form the condition 
that the resulting equation in Z : m shall have equal roots. 
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Thus (see Art. 92) the equation of the pair of tangents to a 
conic is 88' = i? 2 , where 

8 = ad 1 4- &c.j 8 f = ad 2 q- &c., P~ aoia! 4* &c. 

This equation may also he written in another form ; for since 
any point on either tangent through dft'y evidently possesses 
the property that the line joining it to dft'y' touches the curve, 
we have only to express the condition that the line joining two 
points (Art. 65) 

a (£Y' - /3 V) 4- ft [y'd' - y" V) 4- 7 (“ft" - *"ft') = 0 
should touch the curve, and then consider d'ft"y" variable, when 
we shall have the equation of the pair of tangents. In other 
words, we are to substitute fty — /3 /( y, yd — y'a^ aft' — aft for 
A, jiij v in the condition of Art. 285, 

AX 2 4 - Bfd 4- Gv 2 4- 2j F^v 4 - 2 GvX 4 - 2 H\/jl = 0. 
Attending to the values given (Art. 285) for A , i?, &c., it may 
easily be verified that 

[ad 4- &c.) (ad 2 4- &c.) - (aad 4- &c.) 2 = A (fty' - ft'y) 2 4- &c. 

Ex. To find the locus of intersection of tangents which cut at right angles to a 
conic given by the general equation (see Ex. 4, p. 169). 

We see now that the equation of the pair of tangents through any point (Art. 147) 
may also be written 

A (tj ~~ iff 4 - B {x — x'f + C (xf - yx'f 

— 2 F(x — x f ) (xy* — yx’) 4-2 G {y — y') {xif - xy) — 277 ( x — x') (y — y') = 0. 

This will represent two right lines at right angles when the snm of the coefficients 
of x- and if vanishes, which gives for the equation of the locus 

C (: r 2 4- if) -2Gx-2Fy + A + B = 0. 

This circle has been called the director circle of the conic. When the curve is a 
parabola, C— 0, and we see that the equation of the directrix is Gx 4- Fy = h (A 4- B). 

295. It follows, as a particular case of the last, that the 
pairs of tangents from fty, ya, aft are 

By 1 + Cft‘ - 2Ffty, Ctft + Ay’-ZGya, Aft' 1 + BB - 2 Haft, 
as indeed might be seen directly by throwing the equation of 
the curve into the form 

[aa + hft+ gyf + ( Cft 1 + By 1 - 2Ffty) = 0. 

Now if the pair of tangents through fty be ft- Icy, ft - Gy, it 

JB 

appears from these expressions that Jck' = -g, and that the corre- 
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sponding quantities for the other pairs of tangents arc , -jj > 

and these three multiplied together are = 1- Hence, recollecting 
the meaning of h (Art. 54), we learn that it A 7 1< 7 i3, I) 7 6, E 
be the angles of a circumscribing hexagon, 
sin EAB . sin FAB. sin FBC.s m DBC.sin DCA .sin EGA _ 1 
sin EA C . sin FA C sin FBA . si n DBA .sin 1) (JB .si n A OB 
Hence also three pairs of lines will touch the same conic if 
their equations can be thrown into the form 

MA N *- f %f'MN =■ 0, NA LA 2g'NL = 0, U + IP -f- 2h'LM~ 0, 

for the equations of the three pairs of tangents, already found 
can be thrown into this form by writing L\J(A) for a, &e. 

296. If we wish to form the equations of the lines joining 
to cf/3y all the points of intersection of two curves, we have 
only to substitute la - f ma 7 7/3 -f ni(3 r 7 l<y + my in both equations, 
and eliminate l:m from the resulting equations. For any 
point on any of the lines in question evidently possesses the 
property that the line joining it to a(3'<y' meets both curves in 
the same point 5 therefore the equations in 7: vi ) which determine 
the points where one of these lines meets both curves, must 
have a common root • and therefore the result of elimination 
between them is satisfied. Thus, the equation of the pair of 
lines joining to a'/Sy the points where any right line L meets $ 7 
is L'~ S — 2LL' P - 1- L 1 S' == 0. If the point a'S'Y be on the curve 
the equation reduces to L'S- 2LP— 0. 

Ex. A chord which subtends a right angle at a given point on the curve prisr-os 
through a fixed point (Ex. 2, Art. 181). We use the general equation, and by l ife formula 
last given, form the equation of the lines joining the given point, to the interaction 
of the conic with \x + ny-hu. The coordinates being supposed reel angular, these linw 
. will be at right angles if the sum of the coefficients of x 2 and y 2 vanish, which gives the 
condition 

(Xa;' + fiy' 4- v) (a 4- b) — 2 (a\x r 4* ft/xt/'). 

And since X, /*, v enter in the first degree, the chord passes through a fixed point, 
b — a , a — b , 

ViZ - x > the P oint on ttie curve vary, this other point will rittKcrite 

a conic. If the angle subtended at the given point be not a right angle, or if the 
angle be a right angle, but the given point noton the curve, the condition found in 
like manner will contain X, ?x } v in the second degre'*, and the chord will envelop-e 
a conic. 

297. hi nee the equation of the polar of a point involves the 
coefficients of the equation in the first degree, if an i ride terminate 
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enter in tlie first degree into tlie equation of a conic it will 
enter in tins first degree into tlie equation of the polar. Thus, 
if 2 > and P he the polars of a point with regard to two conics 
/S', then the polar of the same point with regard to S+7eS' 
will he Pd kP\ For 

[a + ka) os/ 4 dec. = aos/ 4 <Src. 4 k [a! os/ 4 &c.|. 

Hence, gin n fmr points on a conic , the polar of any given point 
passes through a ji.rcd point (Ex. 2 , Art. 151). 

If Q and (f lie the polars of another point with regard to S 
and 2> , then the polar of this .second point with regard to 3 4 k&' 
is (J 4 k (f. Thus, then (see Art. 50), the polars of two points 
with regard to a system of conies through four points form two 
homographic pencils of lines. 

Given tiro homographic, pencils of lines , the locus of the inter- 
section of (hr corresponding Urns of the pencils is a conic through 
the vertices of the ju 1 noils. If or, if we eliminate k between 
i>4 kP\ <7 4 k f/, we get r<f~ P'Q. In the particular case 
under consideration, the intersection of 1*+ hP\ Q 4 lc Q' is the 
pole with lvspeet to ti-vlcHf of the line joining the two given 
points. And we see that, given four jwiuts on a conic , the locus 
of the pole of a gin n line is a conic (Ex. 1 , Art. 278). 

if an indeterminate (inter in the second degree into the 
equation of a conic., it must also enter in the second degree 
Into the equation of the polar of a given point, which will then 
envelope, a conic. Thus, if a conic have double contact with 
two fixed conies, the polar of a fixed point will envelope one 
of three fixed conics; for the equation of each system of conics 
in Art. 2K7 contains p in the second degree. 

We shall in another chapter enter into fuller details re- 
specting the general equation, and here add a few examples 
illustrative of the principles already explained. 

Kx. I. A point moves sCioni* n fixed line; find tlie locus of the intersection of its 
polars with re; ;ird to two fixed conics. If the polars of aiij r two points fifty', a'ft'y" 
on tie pivoii line with rrpect. to the two conics be P" ; Q', (2"; then any other 
point tin fl;»* line Is Xu 4 /<«", Xft 4 uft'j Xy' ~\ fiy" ; and its polars X.P' + fxP' 

\ (/ jiQ’\ which interned on the conic V(t = V"(/ 

Kx. 2. 'The anharmmhc ratio of four points on a right line is the same as that 
of their four pilars. 

For the enharmonic ratio of the four points 

lu f mu', t’u i m'u', l" a 4 m" a", 4 
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is evidently the same as that of the four lines 

IP' + m P'\ VP’ + m'P", l"P f + l '” + m"'P". 

Ex. 3. To find the equation of the pair of tangents at the points where a conic 8 
is met by the line y. 

The equation of the polar of any point on y is (Art. 291) a'S x + = 0. But 

the points where y meets the curve are found by making y = 0 in the general 

equation, whence , /rt , 7 A 

H ' aa! 2 4 Zha'p' 4 bft' 2 - 0. 

Eliminating a', ft' between these equations, we get for the equation of the pair 

oftansents «*•-»*.* + *** = 0. 

Thus the equation of the asymptotes of a conic (given by the Cat tesian equation) is 




for the asymptotes are the tangents at the points where the curve in met by the lino 
at infinity z. 

Ex. 4. Given three points on a conic : if one asymptote pass through ft fixed 
point, the other will envelope a conic touching the sides of the given triangle. If 
t u t 2 be the asymptotes, and aa + bft + cy the line at infinity, the equation of the 
conic is t x U = (aa 4 l ft 4 cy) 2 . But since it passes through fty, y a, aft, the equa- 
tion must not contain the terms a 2 , ft 2 , y 2 . If therefore t x be Xa 4 gft + yy, t x must 

be — a+— /3+~y; and if t 2 pass through a'/?' y', then (Ex. 1, Ar(. 285) t x touches 
k p v 

a J(aa') + b J(ftft') 4- o \(yy') = 0. The same argument proves (hat if a conic pass 
through three fixed points, and if one of its chords of intersection with a conic given 

by the general equation ad 2 4 &c. = 0 be ka 4 Pft 4- yy, the other will be ^ « 4 - ft 4* ~ y. 


Ex. 5. Given a self conjugate triangle with, regard to a conic : if one chord of 
intersection with a fixed conic (given by the general equation) pass through a fixed 
point, the other will envelope a conic [Mr. Burnside]. The terms aft, (iy, y a are 
now to disappear from the equation, whence if one chord be ka 4 f*ft 4 vy, the other 
is found to be 

ka (fig 4- vh — X/) + fxft (vh 4 X/- ug) 4 vy (\f 4 t l g - vh). 

Ex. 6. A and A' (a x ft x y x , a 2 /3 2 y 2 ) are the points of contact of a common tangent 
to two conics 1 7, V-, P and P’ are variable points, one on each conic j find the locus 
of C, the intersection of AP, A'P’, if PP' pass through a fixed point 0 on the common 
tangent [Mr. Williamson]. 

Let P and Q denote the polars of a x ft x y x , a 2 ft 2 y 2 , with respect to U and V respec- 
tively j then (Art. 290) if afty be the coordinates of C\ those of the point P where 
AC meets the conic again, are Ua x - 2 Pa, Uft x - 2 Pft, U 7l - 2/*y ; and those of the 
point P are, in like manner, Va 2 — < 2Qa,&c. If the line joining these points pan* 
through Of which we choose as the intersection of «, ft, we must have 

U^-ZPa _ Fa* - 2 Qa 

and -when A, A', 0 are unrestricted in position, the locus is a curve of the fourth 
order. If, however, these points be in a right line, we may choose this for the line a, 
and making a x and a 2 = 0, the preceding equation becomes divisible by a, and re- 
duces to the curve of the third order rVj3 7 =QL%. Further, if the given point. 
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are points of contact of a common tangent, P and Q represent the same line ; and 
another factor divides out of the equation which reduces to one of the form U -kV, 
representing a conic through the intersection of the given conics. 

Ex. 7. To inscribe in a conic, given by the general equation, a triangle whose 
sides pass through the three points /3y, ya, a/3. We shall, as before, write S x , S 2 , S 2 
for the three quantities, aa + hf 3 + gy, ha -f bft + fy, ga +//3 4- cy. Now we have 
seen, in general, that the line joining any point on the curve afty to another 
point a'fi'y' meets the curve again in a point, whose coordinates are S' a — 2 P'a', 
S'ft — 2P'P', S'y - 2 P'y. Now if the point a'fi'y' be the intersection of lines /3, y , 
we may take a =1, /3' = 0, y' = 0, which gives S' = a, P' — S x , and the coordinates 
of the point where the line joining a( 3y to /3y meets the curve, are aa — 2aS' 13 a/3, ay. 
In’like manner, the line joining a[3y to ya , meets the curve again in ba , bf 3 — 2 S 2 , by. 
The line joining these two points will pass through a/3, if 
aa — L 2S l _ ba 

~TjT^2Sf 

or, reducing 2 S X S 2 = aaS 2 + b(3S L , 

which is the condition to be fulfilled by the coordinates of the vertex. Writing in 
this equation aa = S x — hj3 — gy, b(2 = S 2 ~ ha — fy, it becomes 

h (aS x + /3 S 2 ) + y (fS x + gS 2 ) = 0. 

But since a/3y is on the curve, aS x -+• ftS 2 + yS z = 0, and the equation last written 
reduces to 

7 (f$i + 9 Sr, - hS 3 ) = 0. 

Now the factor y may be set aside as irrelevant to the geometric solution of the 
problem ; for although either of the points where y meets the curve fulfils the con- 
dition which we have expressed analytically, namely, that if it be joined to j3y and 
to ya, the joining lines meet the curve again in points which lie on a line with a/3 ; 
yet, since these joining lines coincide, they cannot be sides of a triangle. The vertex 
of the sought triangle is therefore either of the points where the curve is met by 
fS x -i- gS 2 — hS 3 . It can be verified immediately that fS x — gS 2 = hS 3 denote the 
lines joining the corresponding vertices of the triangles a/?y, S X S 2 S 2 . Consequently 
(see Ex. 2, Art. 60), the line fS x + gS z - hS z is constructed as follows : “ Form the tri- 
angle JDJEF whose sides 
are the polars of the 
given points A, B, C; 
let the lines joining the 
corresponding vertices 
of the two triangles 
meet the opposite sides 
of the polar triangle in 
L, M, M) then the lines 
LM, MN, NL pass 
through the vertices of 
the required triangles.” 

The truth of this construction is easily shown geometrically : for if we suppose that 
we have drawn the two triangles 123, 456 which can be drawn through the points 
A, B, C\ then applying Pascal’s theorem to the hexagon 123456, we see that the 
line BC passes through the intersection of 16, 34. But this latter point is the pole 
of AL (Ex. 1, Art. 146). Conversely, then, AL passes through the pole of BC, and L 
is on the polar of A (Ex. 1, Art. 146). 

This construction becomes indeterminate if the triangle is self conjugate in which 
case the problem admits of an infinity of solutions. 
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Ex. 8. If two conics have double contact, any tangent to tlie one is cut har- 
monically at its point of contact, the points where it meets the other, and where 
it meets the chord of contact. 

If in the equation S 4- R- = 0, we substitute la' + ma r \ 1ft + nij 3", ?y' + my", for 
a, (3, y, (where the points a'fty', a'ft'y'' satisfy the equation £ = 0), we get 

(1R' *4- mRf )- 4- 2Zwz-i? — 0. 

How, if the line pining a'fty', a'ft'y ", touch S 4- Rr, this equation must be a 
perfect square ; and it is evident that the only way this can happen is if P = — VR'Jt", 
when the equation becomes (lit' — mil")- ~ 0 ; when the truth of the theorem is 
manifest. 


Ex. 9. Eind the equation of the conic touching five lines, viz. a, (3, y, A a 4- Bf3 + Cy , 
A’ a 4- B r (3 4- C'y. 

Am. (< la 4- (onfty 4- (?iy)~, where I, m, n are determined by the conditions 


A 


4- 


B + C~ ’ 



Ex. 10. Find the equation of the conic touching the five lines, a, ft y, a + (3 4- y, 

2a 4- (3 — y. 

We have 1 4- m + n = 0, 4- m — n = 0 : hence the required equation is 

2(-a)* + (3/3) 4 + (y) 4 = 0. 

Ex. 11. Eind the equation of the conic touching a, (3, y, at their middle points. 

Ans. (a a)* 4- (bfij* 4- (cy)^ = 0. 


Ex. 12. Find the condition that (la$ 4- (w/3)'^ 4- (nyft = 0 should represent a para- 
bola. 

I m n 

Ans. The curve touches the line at infinity when - 4- j 4 - = 0. 


Ex. 13. To find the locus of the focus of a parabola touching a, ft y. 

Generally, if the coordinates of one focus of a conic inscribed in the triangle a$y 
be ctfty\ the lines pining it to the vertices of the triangle will be 

a __ (3 (3 __y y _ a 
a' ft 1 ft y' 5 y a 1 

and since the lines to the other focus make equal angles with the sides of the triangle 
(Art. 189), these lines will be (Art. 55) 

da- ft ft ft (3 = y'y, y’yzza'a; 


and the coordinates of the other focus may be taken — , , 4 > 4 • 

a ft y 

Hence, if we are given the equation of any locus described by one focus, we can 
at once write down the equation of the locus described by the other,* and if the 
second focus be at infinity, that is, if a" sin A 4- ft' sin I) 4- y" sin C — 0, the first 
sin A sin B sin C 

must lie on the circle — j- 4- — or — 4 = 0. The coordinates of the focus of 

a P y 

l m n 

a parabola at infinity are , 8 i n 2 jg» sin^G’ s * nce ( rcmem ^ ei ring the relation in 
Ex. 12) these values satisfy both the equations, 

a sin A 4- /3 siu B 4- y sin C = 0, Jta + ^m(3 4* Jny = 0. 

.. . .. sin 2 A sin 2 H sin 2 C 

The coordinates, then, of the finite focus are — r— , ' , . 

i 77i n 
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Kx. M. To find the equation of the directrix of this parabola. 

Fonuiny, by Art. 2b 1, the equation of the polar of the point whose coordinates 
have just, been given, we find 

la Mi 1-7/ 4 siirY'-siuLl )-\~vip (sin 2 (74- dn 2 d - sin 2 ./?) 4- «y (sin 2 A -f sin 2 !?- sin 2 ( 7 )== 0, 
or /<i >iu H sin <! cos. I 4* tn ft sin C sin A cos B 4- ny sin A sin B cos C = 0. 
Fubstitut in;; for // from Kx. 12, the equation becomes 

l j-in B .-in (' 1 (t ('d.- . 1 — y cos C) 4- nt sin C sin jL (ft cos B — y cos C) — 0 j 
bene** the dimerix always passes through the intersection of the perpendiculars of 
the triangle <e Kx. .'1, Ait. 

Kx. \: K Given four tangents to a conic find the locus of the foci. Let the four 
W* «. /?, y, o ; then, since any line can he expressed in terms of three others, 
:!.* *♦* isju-i he connected by an identical relation ua 4- bft 4- cy 4* dd = 0. This i*elation 
uai t. be sati.di«:»l, not. only by the coordinates of one focus a'fi'y'd’, but also by those 

of the other s ~ . The locus is therefore the curve of the third degree. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

THE PRINCIPLE OF DUALITY; AND THE METHOD OF 
RECIPROCAL POLARS. 

298. The methods of abridged notation, explained in the 
last chapter, apply equally to tangential equations. Thus, if 
the constants A, v in the equation of a line be connected by 
the relation 

(aX -i-b/i-t- cv) [a'X+V fi -f c'v) = (a^A+i'^-f c"v) [a" A+5"7&4o ,/ V), 
the line (Art. 285) touches a conic. Now it is evident that one 
line which satisfies the given relation is that whose A, [i ) v are 
determined by the equations 

ct A -f- bfi -p cv = 0, ci A -j -~b [i Hh c v — 0. 

That is to say, the line joining the points which these last 
equations represent (Art. 70), touches the conic in question. 
If then a, /3, 7 , 8 represent equations of points, (that is to 
say, functions of the first degree in A, fi, v) ay = &/3S is 
the tangential equation of a conic touched by the four lines 
a/8 , /?y, 78, 8a. More generally, if S and S' in tangential co- 
ordinates represent any two curves, S ~ IcS' represents a curve 
touched by every tangent common to S and S'. For, whatever 
values of A, /a, v make both S= 0 and S' = 0 , must also make 
S — kS' = 0. Thus, then, if S represent a conic, 8 — /caff re- 
presents a conic having common with S the pairs of tangents 
drawn from the points a, j3. Again, the equation ay — Jeff* 
represents a conic such that the two tangents which can be 
drawn from the point a coincide with the line a/8 ; and those 
which can be drawn from y coincide with the line 7/8. The 
points a, 7 are therefore on this conic, and /3 is the pole of the 
line joining them. In like manner, S— a 2 represents a conic 
having double contact with $, and the tangents at the points 
of contact meet in a ; or, in other words, a is the pole of the 
chord of contact. 

So again, the equation ay = 7c 2 /3 2 may be treated in the same 
manner as at Art. 270, and any point on the curve may be 
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represented by p J a + 2/Jc/3 + y, while the tangent at that point 
joins the points pa + 7c/3, p/c/3 4 y.* 

Ex. 1. To find the locus of the centre of conics touching four given lines. Let 
£ - 0, £' = 0 be the tangential equations of any two conics touching the four lines ; 
then, by Art. 298, the tangential equation of any other is £ 4- /;£' = 0. And (see 

J? | 

Art. 151) the coordinates of the centre are g~%Qn C’+TU' ’ tlie form 
shows (Art. 7) that the centre of the variable conic is on the line joining the centres 
of the two assumed conics, whose coordinates are ^ ^ ; and that it divides 
the distance between them in the ratio C : JcC r . 


Ex. 2. To find the locus of the foci of conics touching four given lines. "We have 
only in the equations (Ex. Art. 258a) which determine the foci to substitute A 4- kA! 
for A, &.C., and then eliminate h between them, when we get the result in the form 
{C (x* - if) + 2Fy — 2Gx + A — B) {C'xy - F'x - G'y + &'} 

— [C ( x 2 — y 1 ) 4- 2 j F'y — 2 G'x 4- A' — 23'} { Cxy — Fx —Gy 4* 27}. 

This represents a curve of the third degree (see Ex. 15, p. 275), the terms of higher 
order mutually destroying. If, however, £ and £' be parabolas, £ 4- &£' denotes 
a system of parabolas having three tangents common. We have then C and C r both 
= 0, and the locus of foci reduces to a circle. Again, if the conics be concentric, 
taking the centre as origin, we have F, F r , G, O' all = 0. In this case £ 4- re- 
presents a system of conics touching the four sides of a parallelogram and the locus 
of foci is an equilateral hyperbola. f 

Ex. 3. The director circles of conics touching four fixed lines have a common 
radical axis. This is apparent from what was proved, p. 270, that the equation of 
the director circle is a linear function of the coefficients A, B, &c., and that therefore 
when we substitute A 4- kA* for A, &c. it will be of the form S 4- hS' = 0. This 
theorem includes as a particular case, “The circles having for diameters the three 
diagonals of a complete quadrilateral have a common radical axis.” 


299. Tims we see (as in Art. 70) that each of the equations 
used in the last chapter is capable of a double interpretation, 
according as it is considered as an equation in trilinear or in 
tangential coordinates. And the equations used in the last 
chapter, to establish any theorem, will, if interpreted as equations 


* In other words, if in any system x'y'z', x”y"z'\ be the coordinates of any two " 
points on a conic, and those of the pole of the line joining them, the co- 

ordinates of any point on the curve may be written 

y"x + 2 fiTcx"’ 4- x", fry’ 4- ^yhj” 4- y", mV 4- 2 ykz’” 4 2 ", 

while the tangent at that point divides the two fixed tangents in the ratios y : A, 
yk : 1. When k= 3, the curve is a parabola. Want of space prevents us from giving 
illustrations of the great use of this principle in solving examples. The reader may 
try the question To find the locus of the point where a tangent meeting two fixed 
tangents is cut in a given ratio. 

f It is proved in like manner that the locus of foci of conics passing through four 
fixed points, which is in general of the sixth degree, reduces to the fourth when the 
points form a parallelogram. 
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in tangential coordinates, yield another theorem, the reciprocal 
of the former. Thus (Art. 266) we proved that if three conics 
(S, S-i LM : S+LN) have two points ($, L) common to all, 
the chords in each case joining the remaining common points 
[M 7 JV, M—N) 7 will meet in a point. Consider these as 
tangential equations, and the pair of tangents drawn from L 
is common to the three conics, while il/, A 7 , M— N denote in 
each case the point of intersection of the other two common 
tangents. We thus get the theorem, “If three conics have two 
tangents common to all, the intersections in each case of the 
remaining pair of common tangents, lie in a right line.” Every 
theorem of position (that is to say, one not involving the magni- 
tudes of lines or angles) is thus twofold. From each theorem 
another can be derived by suitably interchanging the words 
u point ” and u line ” ; and the same equations differently inter- 
preted will establish either theorem. We shall in this chapter 
give an account of the geometrical method by which the attention 
of mathematicians was first called to this u principle of duality.”* 

300. Being given a fixed conic section ( V) and any curve 
( 8 ), we can generate another curve (s) as follows: draw any 
tangent to S 7 and take its pole with regard to U ; the locus of 
this pole will be a curve $, which is called the polar curve of S 
with regard to U. The conic £7, with regard to which the pole 
is taken, is called the auxiliary conic. 

We have already met with a particular example of polar 
curves (Ex. 12, Art. 225), where we proved that the polar curve 
of one conic section with regard to another is always a curve of 
the second degree. 

We shall for brevity say that a point corresponds to a line 
when we mean that the point is the pole of that line with regard 
to Z7. Thus, since it appears from our definition that every point 
of s is the pole with regard to U of some tangent to 8 , we shall 


* The method of reciprocal polars was introduced by M. Poneelet, whose account 
of it will be found in Orelle’s Journal, vol. iv. M. Pliicker, in his u System der 
Analytischen Greometrie,” 1835, presented the principle of duality in the purely ana- 
lytical point of view, from which the subject is treated at the beginning of this 
chapter. But it was Mobius who, in his “ Barycentrische Calcul,” 1827, had made 
the important step of introducing a system of coordinates in which the position of 
a right line was indicated by coordinates and that of a point by an equation. 



THE METHOD OF RECIPROCAL POLAES. 279 

briefly express this relation by saying that every point of s cor- 
responds to some tangent of S. 

301. The point of intersection of two tangents to S will corre- 
spond to the line joining the corresponding points of s . 

This follows from the property of the conic U 1 that the point 
of intersection of any two lines is the pole of the line joining 
the poles of these two lines (Art 146). 

Let ns suppose that in this theorem the two tangents to S 
are indefinitely near, then the two corresponding points of s will 
also be indefinitely near, and the line joining them will be a 
tangent to s ; and since any tangent to S intersects the con- 
secutive tangent at its point of contact, the last theorem be- 
comes for this case : If any tangent to S correspond to a point 
on Sj the point of contact of that tangent to S will correspond to 
the tangent through the point on $. 

Hence we see that the relation between the curves is reci- 
procal^ that is to say, that the curve S might be generated from 
s in precisely the same manner that s was generated from S 
Hence the name u reciprocal polars.” 

302. We are now able, being given any theorem of position 
concerning any curve S : to deduce another concerning the curve s . 
Thus, for example, if we know that a number of points con- 
nected with the figure S lie on one right line, we learn that the 
corresponding lines connected with the figure s meet in a point 
(Art. 146), and vice versa; if a number of points connected 
with the figure S lie on a conic section, the corresponding lines 
connected with s will touch the polar of that conic with regard 
to Z7; or, in general, if the locus of any point connected with S 
be any curve S\ the envelope of the corresponding line connected 
with s is s\ the reciprocal polar of S'. 

303. The degree of the polar reciprocal of any curve is equal 
to the class of the curve (see note, Art. 145), that is , to the number 
of tangents which can he drawn from any point to that curve. 

For the degree of s is the same as the number of points in 
which any line cuts s ; and to a number of points on s, lying on 
a right line, correspond the same number of tangents to S passing 
through the point corresponding to that line. Thus, if S be a 
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conic section, two, and only two, tangents, real or imaginary, 
can be drawn to it from any point (Art. 145); therefore, any 
line meets s in two, and only two points, real or imaginary ; we 
may thus infer, independently of Ex. 12, Art. 225, that the reci- 
procal of any conic section is a curve of the second degree. 

304. We shall exemplify, in the case where 8 and s are conic 
sections, the mode of obtaining one theorem from another by 
this method. We know (Art. 267) that “if a hexagon be in- 
scribed in 8, whose sides are A, B, C, Z>, E, F, then the points 
of intersection, AD , BE , CF : are in one rigid line.” Hence we 
infer, that “ if a hexagon be circumscribed about ,9, whose vertices 
are a, Z>, c, d, e,/, then the lines, ad, be, cf “ will meet in a point ” 
(Art. 265). Thus we see that Pascal’s theorem and Brianchon’s 
are reciprocal to each other, and it was thus, in fact, that the 
latter was first obtained. 

In order to give the student an opportunity of rendering him- 
self expert in the application of this method, we shall write in 
parallel columns some theorems, together with their reciprocals. 
The beginner ought carefully to examine the force of the argu- 
ment by which the one is inferred from the other, and he ought 
to attempt to form for himself the reciprocal of each theorem 
before looking at the reciprocal we have given. He will .soon 
find that the operation of forming the reciprocal theorem will 
reduce itself to a mere mechanical process of interchanging the 
words u point ” and u line, 5 ’ “ inscribed ” and “ circumscribed,” 
“ locus ” and u envelope,” &c. 

If two vertices of a triangle move If two sides of a triangle pass through 
along fixed right lines, while the sides fixed points, while the vertices move on 
pass each through a fixed point, the locus fixed right lines, the envelope of the third 
of the third vertex is a conic section, side is a conic section. 

(Art. 2C9). 

If, however, the points through which If the lines on which the vertices move 
the sides pass lie in one right line, the meet in a point, the third side will pass 
locus will he a right line. (Ex. 2. p. 41). through a fixed point. 

In what other case will the locus he In what other case will the third side 
a right line? (Ex. 3, p. 42). . pass through a fixed point? (p. 49). 

If two conics touch, their reciprocals will also touch ; for the 
first pair have a point common, and also the tangent at that point 
common, therefore the second pair will have a tangent common 
and its point of contact also common. So likewise if two conics 
bave double contact their reciprocals will have double contact. 
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If a triangle be circumscribed to a If a triangle be inscribed in a conic 
conic section, two of whose vertices move section, two of whose sides pass through 
on fixed lines, the locus of the third ver- fixed points, the envelope of the third side 
tex is a conic section, having double con- is a conic section, having double contact 
tact with the given one. (Ex. 2, p. 250). with the given one. (Ex. 3, p. 250). 


305. We proved (Art. 301, see figure, p. 282) if to two points 
jP, P', on S, correspond tlie tangents pt,p't', on s, that the tan- 
gents at P and P' will correspond to the points of contact p, p, 
and therefore Q , the intersection of these tangents, will corre- 
spond to the chord of contact pp'. Hence we learn that to 
any point Q, and its polar PP', ivith respect to S, correspond a 
line pp and its pole q with respect to s. 


Given two points on a conic, and two 
of its tangents, the line joining the points 
of contact of those tangents passes through 
one or other of two fixed points. (Ex , 
Art. 286, p. 262). 

Given four points on a conic, the polar 
of a fixed point passes through a fixed 
point. (Ex. 2, p. 153). 

Given four points on a conic, the locus 
of the pole of a fixed right line is a conic 
section. (Ex. 1, p. 254). 

The lines joining the vertices of a tri- 
angle to the opposite vertices of its polar 
triangle with regard to a conic meet in 
a point. (Art. 90). 

Inscribe in a conic a triangle whose 
sides pass through three given points. 
(Ex. 7, Art.' 297, p. 273). 


Given two tangents and two points 
on a conic, the point of intersection of the 
tangents at those points will move along 
one or other of two fixed right lines. 

Given four tangents to a conic, the 
locus of the pole of a fixed right line is 
a right line. (Ex. 2, p. 254). 

Given four tangents to a conic, the 
envelope of the polar of a fixed point is 
a conic section. 

The points of intersection of each side 
of any triangle, with the opposite side of 
the polar triangle, lie in one right line. 

Circumscribe about a conic a triangle 
whose vertices rest on three given lines. 


306. Given two conics, S and S', and their two reciprocals, 
s and s'] to the four points A, B , C , D common to S and S' 
correspond the four tangents a , 5, c, d common to s and /, and 
to the six chords of intersection of S and S ' , AB , CD ; A C , BD ; 
AD, BC correspond the six intersections of common tangents 
to s and s'] ah, cd] ac, id] ad, be .* 

If three conics have two common tan- If three conics have two points com- 
gents, or if they have- each double contact mon, or if they have each double contact 
with a fourth, their six chords of inter- with a fourth, the six points of inter- 
section will pass three by three through- section of common tangents lie three by 
the same points. (Art. 264). three on the same right lines. 

Or, in other words, three conics, having Or three conics, having each double 
each, double contact with a fourth, may he contact with a fourth, may be considered 


* A system of four points connected by six lines is accurately called a quadrangle , 
as a system of four lines intersecting in six points is called a quadrilateral 

0 0 . - 
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considered as having four radical centres, as having four axes of similitude. (See 

Art. 117, of which this theorem is an ex- 
tension). 

If through the point of contact of two If from any point on the tangent at 
conics which touch, any chord he drawn, the point of contact of two conics which 
tangents at its extremities will meet on touch, a tangent be drawn to each, the 
the common chord of the two conics. line joining their points of contact will 

pass through the intersection of common 
tangents to the conics. 

If through an intersection of common If on a common chord of two conics, 
tangents of two conics any two chords be any two points be taken, and from these 
drawn, lines joining their extremities will tangents he drawn to the conics, the dia- 
intersect on one or other of the common gonals of the quadrilateral so formed will 
chords of the two conics. (Ex. 1, p. 250). pass through one or other of the intersec- 
tions of common tangents to the conics. 

If A and B be two conics having each If A and B be two conics having each 
double contact with S, the chords of con- double contact with the intersections 
tact of A and B with S, and their chords of the tangents at their points of contact 
of intersection with each other, meet in with S, and the intersections of tangents 
a point, and form a harmonic* pencil, common to A and B, lie in one right line, 
(Art. 2G3). which they divide harmonically. 

If A, B, C be three conics, having If A , B, C be three conics, having 
each double contact with S, and if A and each double contact with S, and if A and 
B both touch C\ the tangents at the points B both touch C\ the line joining the points 
of contact will intersect on a common of contact will pass through an intersec- 
chord of A and B. tion of common tangents of A and B. 

307. We have hitherto supposed the auxiliary conic U to be 
any conic whatever. It is most common, however, to suppose 
this conic a circle ; and hereafter, when we speak of polar curves, 
we intend the reader to understand polars with regard to a circle , 
unless we expressly state otherwise. 

We know (Art. 88) that the polar of any point with regard 
to a circle is perpendicular to the line joining this point to the 
centre, and that the distances of the point and its polar are, when 
multiplied together, equal to the square of the radius; hence the 
relation between polar curves with regard to a circle is often 
stated as follows : Being given 
any point 0, if from it we let fall 
a perpendicular OT on any tan- 
gent to a curve 8 ) and produce 
it until the rectangle OT.Op is 
equal to a constant li\ then the 
locus of the point p is a curve $, 
which is called the polar recipro- 
cal of S. For this is evidently 
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equivalent to saying that p is the pole of PT, with regard to 
a circle whose centre is 0 and radius 7c. We see, therefore 
(Art. 301), that the tangent pt will correspond to the point of 
contact P, that is to say, that OP will be perpendicular to pt, 
and that OP. Ot ~ 7c\ 

It is easy to show that a change in the magnitude of 7c will 
affect only the size and not the shape of s, which is all that in 
most cases concerns us. In this manner of considering polars, 
all mention of the circle may be suppressed, and s may be called 
the reciprocal of S with regard to t7ie point 0 . We shall call 
this point the origin. 

The advantage of using the circle for our auxiliary conic 
chiefly arises from the two following theorems, which are at once 
deduced from what has been said, and which enable us to trans- 
form, by this method, not only theorems of position, but also 
theorems involving the magnitude of lines and angles: 

The. distance of any point P from t7ie origin is t7ie reciprocal of 
t7ie distance from the origin of t7ie corresponding line pt. 

The angle TQT ' between any two lines TQ , 1 V Q, is equal to 
the angle pOp subtended at t7ie origin by the corresponding points 
p, p ; for Op is perpendicular to TQ, and Op to T r Q. 

We shall give some examples of the application of these 
principles when we have first investigated the following 
problem : 


TX 


308. To find t7ie polar reciprocal of one circle with regard to 
anot7ier . That is to say, to find the locus of the pole p with re- 
gard to the circle ( 0 ) of any tangent PT to the circle ( G ). Let 
MN be the polar of the point C 
with regard to 0, then having 
the points 0 , p, and their polars 
MN, PT, we have, by Art. 101, 

the ratio = ~- r , but the first 

CP pN^ 

ratio is constant, since both 00 
and CP are constant ; hence the 
distance of p from 0 is to its distance from MN in the constant 
ratio OG : GP\ its locus is therefore a conic, of which 0 is a focus, 
MN the corresponding directrix, and whose eccentricity is OG 



284 


THE METHOD OF BECIPKOCAL POLARS. 


divided by CP. Hence the eccentricity is greater, less than, or 
= 1, according as 0 is without, within, or on the circle C. 

Hence the 'polar reciprocal of a circle is a conic section , of 
which the origin is the focus , the line corresponding to the centre 
is the directrix , and which is an ellipse , hyperbola, or parabola , 
according as the origin is within , without . , or on the circle. 


309. We shall now deduce some properties concerning angles, 
by the help of the last theorem given in Art. 307. 

Any two tangents to a circle make The line drawn from the focus to the 
equal angles with their chord of contact. intersection of two tangents bisects the 

angle subtended at the focus by their 
chord of contact. (Art. l'Jl). 

For the angle between one tangent PQ (see fig., p. 282) and 
the chord of contact PP ' is equal to the angle subtended at the 
focus by the corresponding points p, q • and similarly, the angle 
QP'Pi s equal to the angle subtended by p, q\ therefore, since 
QPP'= QPP. ; pOq=p'Oq. 

Any tangent to a circle is perpen- Any point on a conic, and the point 
dicular to the line joining its point of where its tangent meets the directrix, 
contact to the centre. subtend a right angle at the focus. 

This follows as before, recollecting that the directrix of the 
conic answers to the centre of the circle. 


Any line is perpendicular to the line 
joining its pole to the centre of the circle. 

The line joining any point to the 
centre of a circle makes equal angles with 
the tangents through that point. 

The locus of the intersection of tan- 
gents to a circle, which cut at a given 
angle, is a concentric circle. 

The envelope of the chord of contact 
of tangents which cue at a given angle 
is a concentric circle. 

If from a fixed point tangents he 
drawn to a series of concentric circles, 
the locus of the points of contact will he 
a circle passing through the fixed point, 
and through the common centre. 


Any point and the interaction of its 
polar with the directrix subtend a right 
angle at the focus. 

If the point where any line meets tha 
directrix be joined to the focus, the join- 
ing line will bisect the angle kdweon the 
focal radii to the points where the given 
line meets the curve. 

The envelope of a chord of a conic, 
which subtends ;t given angle at the forum, 
is a conic having the hamo focus and th® 
same directrix. 

The locus of the intersection of tan- 
gents, whose chord subtends a given angl® 
at the focus, is a conic having the same 
focus and directrix. 

If a fixed line in'emmfc a pr.riew of 
conics having the sarno focus and wime 
directrix, the envelope of the tangent# to 
the conics, at the points where this line 
meets them, will bo a conic having the 
same focus, and touching both the fixed 
line and the common direct rix. 
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In the latter theorem, if the fixed line be at infinity, we find 
the envelope of the asymptotes of a series of hyperbolas, having 
the same focus and same directrix, to be a parabola having the 
same focus and touching the common directrix. 

If two chords at right angles to each The locus of the intersection of tan- 
other be drawn through any point on a gents to a parabola which cut at right 
circle, the line joining their extremities angles is the directrix, 
passes through the centre. 


We say a parabola, for, the point through which the chords 
of the circle are drawn being taken for origin, the polar of the 
circle is a parabola (Art. 308). 


The envelope of a chord of a circle 
which subtends a given angle at a given 
point on the curve is a concentric circle. 

Given base and vertical angle of a 
triangle, the locus of vertex is a circle 
passing through the extremities of the 
base. 


The locus of the intersection of tan- 
gents to an ellipse or hyperbola which 
cut at right angles is a circle. 


The locus of the intersection of tan- 
gents to a parabola, which cut at a given 
angle, is a conic having the same focus 
and the same directrix. 

Given in position two sides of a tri- 
angle, and the angle subtended by the 
base at a given point, the envelope of the 
base is a conic, of which that point is a 
focus, and to which the two given sides 
will be tangents. 

The envelope of any chord of a conic 
which subtends a right angle at any fixed 
point is a conic, of which that point is 
a focu 3 .. 


u If from any point on the circumference of a circle perpen- 
diculars be let fall on the sides of any* inscribed triangle, their 
three feet will lie in one right line ” (Art. 125). 

If we take the fixed point for origin, to the triangle inscribed 
in a circle will correspond a triangle circumscribed about a gmra- 
bola; again, to the foot of the perpendicular on any line corre- 
sponds a line through the corresponding point perpendicular to 
the radius vector from the origin. Hence, u If we join the focus 
to each vertex of a triangle circumscribed about a parabola, and 
erect perpendiculars at the vertices to the joining lines, those 
perpendiculars will pass through the same point.” If, therefore, 
a circle he described, having for diameter the radius vector from 
the focus to this point, it will pass through the vertices of the 
circumscribed triangle. Hence, Given three tangents to a para - 
lola, the locus of the focus is the circumscribing circle (p. 207). 

The locus of the foot of the perpen- If from any point a radius vector be 
dicnlar (or of a line making a constant drawn to a circle, the envelope of a pei- 
angle with the tangent) from the focus pendicular to it at its extremity (or of a 
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of an ellipse or hyperbola on the tangent line making a constant angle with it) is a 
is a circle conic having the fixed point for its focus. 

310. Having sufficiently exemplified in the last Article the 
method of transforming theorems involving angles, we proceed 
to show that theorems involving the magnitude of lines passing 
through the origin are easily transformed by the help of the first 
theorem in Art. 307. For example, the sum (or, in some cases, 
the difference, if the origin be without the circle) of the perpen- 
diculars let fall from the origin on any pair of parallel tangents 
to a circle is constant, and equal to the diameter of the circle. 

Now, to two parallel lines correspond two points on a line 
passing through the origin. Hence, u the sum of the reciprocals, 
of the segments of any focal chord of an ellipse is constant.” 

We know (p. 185) that this sum is four times the reciprocal 
of the parameter of the ellipse, and since we learn from the 
present example that it only depends on the diameter, and not 
on the position of the reciprocal circle, we infer that the red* 
procab of equal circles , with regard to any origin , have the same 
parameter . 

The rectangle under the segments of The rectangle under the perpendiculars 
any chord of a circle through the origin let fall from the focus on two parallel 
is constant. tangents is constant. 

Hence, given the tangent from the origin to a circle, we are 
given the conjugate axis of the reciprocal hyperbola. 

Again, the theorem that the sum of the focal distances of 
any point on an ellipse is constant may be expressed thus : 

The sum of the distances from the The sum of the reciprocals of perpen- 
focus of the points of contact of parallel diculars let fall from any point within a 
tangents is constant. circle on two tangents, whose chord of con- 

tact passes through, the point, is constant. 

311. If we are given any homogeneous equation connecting 
the perpendiculars PA } PP, &c. let fall from a variable point P 
on fixed lines, we can transform it so as to obtain a relation 
connecting the perpendiculars ay>, bp &c., let fall from the fixed 
points a, 6, &c., which correspond to the fixed lines, on the 
variable line which corresponds to P. For we have only to 
divide the equation by a power of OP, the distance of P from 
the origin, and then, by Art. 101, substitute for each term 
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^yp, pf a • -For example, if PA, PB, PC, PD be the perpen- 
diculars let fall from any point of a conic on the sides of an 
inscribed quadrilateral, PA .PC — hPB. PD (Art. 259). Divid- 
ing each factor by OP, and substituting, as above, we have 

• vr = & - °vr 7 ; and (9a, (95, (9c, Oc? being constant, we 

Oa Oc Ob Od 

infer that if a fixed quadrilateral be circumscribed to a conic , 
the product of the perpendiculars let fall from two opposite vertices 
on any variable tangent is in a constant ratio to the product of the 
perpendiculars let fall from the other two vertices . 

The product of the perpendiculars from The product of the perpendiculars from 
any point of a conic on two fixed tangents two fixed points of a conic on any tan- 
is in a constant ratio to the square of the gent, is in a constant ratio to the square 
perpendicular on their chord of contact, of the perpendicular on it, from the inter- 
(Art. 259). section of tangents at those points. 

If, however, the origin be taken on the chord of contact, the 
reciprocal theorem is “the intercepts, made by any variable 
tangent on two parallel tangents, have a constant rectangle.” 

The product of the perpendiculars on The square of the radius vector from 
any tangent of a conic from two fixed a fixed point to any point on a conic, is in 
points (the foci) is constant. a constant ratio to the product of the per- 

pendiculars let fall from that point of the 
conic on two fixed right lines. 


Generally, since every equation in trilinear coordinates is 
a homogeneous relation between the perpendiculars from a point 
on three fixed lines, we can transform it by the method of this 
article, so as to obtain a relation connecting X, p, v, the per- 
pendiculars let fall from three fixed points on any tangent to 
the reciprocal curve, which may be regarded as a kind of tan- 
gential equation** of that curve. Thus the general trilinear 
equation of a conic becomes, when transformed, 




■where p, p, p" are the distances of the origin from the vertices 
of the new triangle of reference. Or, conversely, if we are 
given any relation of the second degree + &c. = 0, con- 


See Appendix on Tangential Equations. 
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necting the three perpendiculars X, /x, r, the trilinear equation 
of the recipi'ocal curve is 


A 




& 


+ G- 


;+2F-„/', + 2G 

p 7 7 a 


4- 2J5T — — - 
a/3' ’ 


0 , 


where a', /S', 7 ' are the trilinear coordinates of the origin. 

Ex. 1. Given the focus and a triangle circumscribing a conic, the perpendiculars 
let fall from its vertices on any tangent to the conic are connected by the relation 

sin 0 £ 4- sin O' — 4- sin 0" — = 0, 

A . jl V 

where 6, O', 6 " are the angles the sides, of the triangle subtend at the focus. This 
is obtained by forming the reciprocal of the trilinear equation of the circle circum- 
scribing a triangle. If the centre of the inscribed circle be taken as focus, we have 
0 = 90° + hA, p sin — r, whence the tangential equation, on this system, of the 
inscribed circle is 

pv cot + v\ cot £7? + X/u cot 7, C = 0. 

In the case of any of the exscribed circles two of the cotangents are replaced by 
tangents. 


Ex. 2. Given the focus and a triangle inscribed in a conic, the perpendiculars let 
fall from its vertices on any tangent are connected by the relation 

sinie J0~) + sin * r 19 + sin ib " If = °- 

The tangential equation of the circumscribing circle takes the form 
sin A + sin B J(/x) -{- sin C J(i/) = 0. 

Ex. 3. Given focus and three tangents the trilinear equation of the conic is 

sia 0 J(9 + sinr If) + sin e " 19 = °- 

This is obtained by reciprocating the equation of the circumscribing circle last found. 
Ex. 4. In like manner, from Ex. 1, we find that given focus and three points the 


trilinear equation is 


tan IQ — + tan Id' ~ -f tan b0" — = 0. 

a y 


312. Very many theorems concerning magnitude may be 
reduced to theorems concerning lines cut harmonically or an- 
harmonically, and are transformed by the following principle: 
To any four points on a right line correspond four lines passing 
through a pointy and the anharmonic ■ ratio of this pencil is the 
same as that of the four points. 

This is evident, since each leg of the pencil drawn from the 
origin to the given points is perpendicular to one of the corre- 
sponding lines. We may thus derive the anharmonic properties 
of conics in general from those of the circle. 

The anharmonic ratio of the pencil The anharmonic ratio of the point in 
joining four points on a conic to a variable which four fixed tangents to a conic cut 
fifth is constant. any fifth variable tangent is constant. 
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The first of these theorems is true for the circle, since all the 
angles of the pencil are constant, therefore the second is true 
for all conics. The second theorem is true for the circle, since 
the angles which the four points subtend at the centre arc 
constant, therefore the first theorem is true for all conics. 
By observing the angles which correspond in the reciprocal 
figure to the angles which are constant in the case of the circle, 
the student will perceive that the angles which the four points 
of the variable tangent subtend at either focus are constant, 
and that the angles are constant which are subtended at the 
focus by the four points in which any inscribed pencil meets 
the directrix. 


313. The anharmonic ratio of a line is not the only relation 

concerning the magnitude of lines which can be expressed in 

terms of the angles subtended by the lines at a fixed point. 

For, if there be any relation which, by substituting (as in Art. 56) 

. it A -n . , , . OA.OB.smAOB . 

for each line AB involved m it, ^-p , can be re- 


duced to a relation between the sines of angles subtended at a 
given point 0, this relation will be equally true for any trans- 
versal cutting the lines joining 0 to the points A , B , &e. ; and 
by taking the given point for origin a reciprocal theorem can he 
easily obtained. For example, the following theorem, due to 
Carnot, is an immediate consequence of Art. 148: “ If any 
conic meet the side AB of any triangle in the points c, c ; BG 
in a, a ; AO in J, V ; then the ratio 


A c.Ac.B a.B a. Cl. O f 
Ab.Ab'.Bc.Bc. Ca. Ca,' 


Now, it will be seen that this ratio is such that we may 
substitute for each line Ac the sine of the angle AOc , which it 
subtends at any fixed point ; and if we take the reciprocal of 
this theorem, we obtain the theorem given already Art. 295. 


314. Having shown how to form the reciprocals of particular 
theorems, we shall add some general considerations respecting 
reciprocal conics. 

We proved (Art. 308) that the reciprocal of a circle is an 
ellipse, hyperbola, or parabola, according as the origin is within, 
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without, or on the curve; we shall now extend this conclusion to 
all the conic sections. It is evident that, the nearer any line or 
point is to the origin, the farther the corresponding point or line 
will be ; that if any line passes through the origin, the corre- 
sponding point must be at an infinite distance $ and that the line 
corresponding to the origin itself must be altogether at an infinite 
distance. To two tangents, therefore, through the origin on one 
figure, will correspond two points at an infinite distance on the 
other; hence, if two real tangents can be drawn from the origin, 
the reciprocal curve will have two recti points at infinity, that is, 
it will be a hyperbola; if the tangents drawn from the origin he 
imaginary, the reciprocal curve will be an ellipse; if the origin 
be on the curve, the tangents from it coincide, therefore the 
points at infinity on the reciprocal curve coincide, that is, the 
reciprocal curve will be a parabola. Since the line at infinity 
corresponds to the origin, we see that, if the origin be a point oil 
one curve, the line at infinity will be a tangent to the reciprocal 
curve ; and we are again led to the theorem (Art. 251) that 
every parabola has one tangent situated at an infinite distance . 

315. To the points of contact of two tangents through the 
origin must correspond the tangents at the two points at infinity 
on the reciprocal curve, that is to say, the asymptotes of the 
reciprocal curve. The eccentricity of the reciprocal hyperbola 
depending solely on the angle between its asymptotes, depends 
therefore on the angle between the tangents drawn from the 
origin to the original curve. 

Again, the intersection of the asymptotes of the reciprocal 
curve (i.e. its centre) corresponds to the chord of contact of 
tangents from the origin to the original curve. We met with 
a particular case of this theorem when we proved that to the 
centre of a circle corresponds the directrix of the reciprocal 
conic, for the directrix is the polar of ihe origin which is the 
focus of that conic. 

Ex. 1. The reciprocal of a parabola with regard to a point on the directrix if- an 
equilateral hyperbola. (See Art. 221). 

Ex. 2. Prove that the following theorems are reciprocal : 

The intersection of perpendiculars of The intersection of perpendiculars, of 
a nangle circumscribing a parabola is a a triangle inscribed in an equilateral hy- 
pomt on the directrix. perbola liefl on t}j€ curvo> 
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Ex. 3. Derive the’ last from Pascal’s theorem. (See Ex. 3, p. 247). 

Ex. 4. The axes of the reciprocal curve are parallel to the tangent and normal of 
a conic drawn through the origin confocal with the given one. For the axes of the 
reciprocal curve must be parallel to the internal and external bisectors of the angle 
between the tangents drawn from the origin to the given curve. The theorem stated 
follows by Art. 189. 

316. Given two circles, we can find an origin such that the 
reciprocals of both shall be confocal conics. For, since the reci- 
procals of all circles must have one focus (the origin) common ; 
in order that the other focus should be common, it is only 
necessary that the two reciprocal curves should have the same 
centre, that is, that the polar of the origin with regard to both 
circles should be the same, or that the origin should be one of 
the two points determined in Art. 111. Hence, given a system 
of circles, as in Art. 109, their reciprocals with regard to- one of 
these limiting points will be a system of confocal conics. 

The reciprocals of any two conics will, in like manner, be 
concentric if taken with regard to any of the three points 
(Art. 282) whose polars with regard to the curves are the same. 

Coufocal conics cut at right angles The common tangent to two circles 
(Art. 188). ' subtends a right angle at either limit- 

ing point. 

The tangents from any point to two If any line intersect two circles, its 
confocal conics are equally inclined to two intercepts between the circles subtend 
each other. (Art, 189). equal angles at either limiting point. 

The locus of tbe pole of a fixed line The polar of a fixed point, with regard 
with regard to a series of confocal conics to a series of circles having the same 
is a line perpendicular to the fixed line, radical axis, passes through a fixed point; 
(Art. 22G, Ex. 3). and the two points subtend a right angle 

at either limiting point. 

317. We may mention here that the method of reciprocal 
polars affords a simple solution of the problem, “ to describe a 
circle touching three given circles.” The locus of the centre 
of a circle touching two of the given circles (1), (2), is evidently 
a hyperbola, of which the centres of the given circles are the 
foci, since the problem is at once reduced to — u Given base and 
difference of sides of a triangle.” Hence (Art. 308) tbe polar 
of the centre with regard to either of the given circles (1) will 
always touch a circle which can be easily constructed. In like 
manner, the polar of the centre of any circle touching (1) and (3) 
must also touch a given circle. Therefore, if we draw a common 
tangent to the two circles thus determined, and take the pole 
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of this line with respect to (1), we have the centre of the circle 
touching the three given circles. 


318. To find the equation of the reciprocal of a conic with 
regard to its centre . 

We found, in Art. 178, that the perpendicular on the tangent 
could be expressed in terms of the angles it makes with the axes, 
p 2 = ci z cos 2 (9 4 F sin 2 #. 

Hence the polar equation of the reciprocal curve is 


~ — a 2 cos 2 # 4- F sin 2 #, 
P 


or 


If 


A 4 ~ ’ 


a concentric conic, whose axes are the reciprocals of the axes 
of the given conic. 


319. To find the equation of the reciprocal of a conic with 
regard to any point (pc'tf). 

The length of the perpendicular from an y point is (Art. 178) 


p = 


¥ 

P 


f{d z cos 2 # 4 F sin 2 #) — a/.cos 6 — y' sin # ; 


therefore the equation of the reciprocal curve is 
[xx 4 yy' 4- A 2 ) 2 = a z x z 4- Fy 2 . 


320. Given the reciprocal of a curve with regard to the origin 
of coordinates , to find the equation of its reciprocal with regard 
to any point [x'y'). 

If the perpendicular from the origin on the tangent he P y 
the. perpendicular from any other point is (Art. 34) 

P - x cos B — y' sin #, 

and therefore the polar equation of the locus is 

p p 

— = j^ — x cos 8 — y sm 6 ; 


? _ x ' x + y'y + ** - d R cos d _ . 

r ~ P and ¥ 

we must therefore substitute, in the equation of the given 
Fx „ , Fy 


reciprocal, 


— >— — / 7-72 for x* and — for y. 
xx 4 yy + Jc J xx 4 yy 4 - h 2 ^ 
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The effect of this substitution may be very simply written 
as follows : Let the equation of the reciprocal with regard to 
the origin be 


where u n denotes the terms of the n th degree, &c., then tho 
reciprocal with regard to any point is 




'xx' + yy’ + If 

If— 


) + c 


xx + yy 4 - Jc\‘ 


h? 


) -f &C. — - 0, 


a curve of the same degree as the given reciprocal. 


321. To find the reciprocal with respect to x 2 4- if — U of the 
conic given by the general equation. 

We find the locus of a point whose polar xx 4 yy — k‘ 2 shall 
touch the given conic by writing x\ y\ - U 1 for X, p, v in the 
tangential equation (Art. 151). The reciprocal is therefore 

Ax 1 4- 2lixy -f By 2 — 2 Gl£x — 2 FU 2 y 4 Ck* = 0. 

Thus, if the curve be a parabola, C or ab — Ji 2 = 0, and the 
reciprocal passes through the origin. We can, in like manner, 
verify by this equation other properties proved already geo- 
metrically. If w T e had, for symmetry, written F=-r, and 
looked for the reciprocal with regard to the curve x 2 4 y 2 4- z 2 — 0, 
the polar would have been xx' 4- yy' 4* zz\ and the equation of 
the reciprocal would have been got by writing x , y , z for X, \ u., v 
in the tangential equation. In like maimer, the condition that 
Xx 4 py 4 vz may touch any curve, may be considered as the 
equation of its reciprocal with regard to x 2 4 y* +■ z 2 . 

A tangential equation of the n th degree always represents 
a curve of the n th class ; since if we suppose Xx 4 yy 4 vz to 
pass through a fixed point, and therefore have Xx' *4 py' 4* vz' = 0 ; 
eliminating v between this equation and the given tangential 
equation, we have an equation of the w th degree to determine 
X : p ; and therefore n tangents can he drawn through the given 
point. 

322. Before quitting the subject of reciprocal polars, we 
wish to mention a class of theorems, for the transformation of 
.which M. Chasles has proposed to take as the auxiliary conic 
a parabola instead of a circle. We proved (Art. 211) that the 
intercept made on the axis of the parabola between any two 
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lines is equal to the intercept between perpendiculars let fall on 
the axis from the poles of these lines. This principle then 
enables us readily to transform theorems which relate to the 
magnitude of lines measured parallel to a fixed line. We shall 
give one or two specimens of the use of this method, premising 
that to two tangents parallel to the axis of the auxiliary parabola 
correspond the two points at infinity on the reciprocal curve, 
and that consequently the curve will be a hyperbola or ellipse, 
according as these tangents are real or imaginary. The reci- 
procal will be a parabola if the axis pass through a point at 
infinity on the original curve. 

Any variable tangent to a conic intercepts on two parallel 
tangents, portions whose rectangle is constant.” 

To the two points of contact of parallel tangents answer the 
asymptotes of the reciprocal hyperbola, and to the intersections 
of those parallel tangents with any other tangent answer parallels 
to the asymptotes through any point; and we obtain, in the first 
instance, that the asymptotes and parallels to them through any 
point on the curve intercept on any fixed line portions whose 
rectangle is constant. But this is plainly equivalent to the 
theorem : u The rectangle under parallels drawn to the asymp- 
totes from any point on the curve is constant.” 

Chords drawn from two fixed points If any tangent to a parabola meet two 
of a hyperbola to a variable third point fixed tangents, perpendiculars from its ex- 
intercept a constant length on the asymp- tremitics on the tangent at the vertex will 
tote. (Art. 199, Ex. 1). intercept a constant length on that line. 

This method of parabolic polars 13 plainly very limited in 
its application. 
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CHAPTER XYL 


HARMONIC AND ANHARMONIC PROPERTIES OE CONICS* 


323. The harmonic and anharmonic properties of conic sec- 
tions admit of so many applications in the theory of these curves, 
that we think it not unprofitable to spend a little time in point- 
ing out to the student the number of particular theorems either 
directly included in the general enunciations of these properties, 
or which may be inferred from them without much difficulty. 

The cases which we shall most frequently consider are 
when one of the four points of the right line, whose anharmonic 
ratio we are examining, is at an infinite distance. The an- 
harmonic ratio of four points, A, R, (7, D, being in general 


AB AD , AB , 

(Art. 56 ) = -r- reduces to the simple ratio - when 


D is at an infinite distance, since then AD ultimately = - D C. 
If the line be cut harmonically, its anharmonic ratio = — 1 ; and 
if D be at an infinite distance AB — BC , and AG is bisected. 
The reader is supposed to be acquainted with the geometric 
investigation of these and the other fundamental theorems con- 
nected with anharmonic section. 


324. *We commence with the theorem (Art. 146): “If any 
line through a point 0 meet a conic in the points R\ R r \ and 
the polar of 0 in R, the line OR'RR" is cut harmonically.” 

First. Let R" be at an infinite distance ; then the line OR 
must be bisected at R r ; that is, if through a fixed point a line be 
drawn parallel to an asymptote of an hyperbola , or to a diameter 
of a parabola , the portion of this line between the fixed point and 
its polar will be bisected by the curve (Art. 211). 


* The fundamental property of anharmonic pencils was given by Pappus, Math. 
Coll . vii. 129. The name “ anharmonic ” was given by Chasles in his History of 
Geometry , from the notes to which the following pages have been developed. Further 
details will be found in Ms Traite de Geometrie Supfrieure; and in his recently 
published Treatise on Conics. The anharmonic relation, however, had been studied 
by Mobius in his Barycentric Calculus , 1827, under the name of “ Doppelschnitts- 
verhaltniss.” Later writers use the name “Doppelverhaltnisa. 
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Secondly. Let R be at an infinite distance, and R'R" must 
be bisected at 0 ; that is, if through any 'point a chord he drawn 
parallel to the polar of that pointy it will he bisected at the point. 

If the polar of 0 be at infinity, every chord through that 
point meets the polar at infinity, and is therefore bisected at 0. 
Hence this point is the centre, or the centre may he considered as 
a point whose polar is at infinity (Art. 154). 

Thirdly. Let the fixed point itself be at an infinite distance, 
then all the lines through it will be parallel, and will be bisected 
on the polar of the fixed point. Hence every diameter of a conic 
may be considered as the polar of the point at infinity in which its 
ordinates are supposed to intersect . 

This also follows from the equation of the polar of a point 
(Art. 145) 

[ax + liy + g) + [hx + by +/) 4 = 0. 

Now, if xy be a point at infinity on the line my~nx , we must 

7/ 72 

make ~ , and x infinite, and the equation of the polar 

becomes m ^ ax 4 hy 4 , g) 4 n ( hx 4 by 4 /) = 0, 

a diameter conjugate to my~nx (Art. 141). 

325. Again, it was proved (Art. 146) that the two tangents 
through any point, any other line through the point, and the 
line to the pole of this last line, form a harmonic pencil. 

If now one of the lines through the point be a diameter, the 
other will be parallel to its conjugate, and since the polar of 
any point on a diameter is parallel to its conjugate, we learn that 
the portion between the tangents of any line drawn parallel to 
the polar of the point is bisected by the diameter through it. 

Again, let the point be the centre, the two tangents will be 
the asymptotes. Hence the asymptotes , together with any pair of 
conjugate diameters , form a harmonic pencil , and the portion, of 
any tangent intercepted between the asymptotes is bisected by 
the curve (Art. 196), 

326. The anharmonic property of the points of a conic (Art, 
259) gives rise to a much greater variety of particular theorems. 
For, the four points on the curve may be any whatever, and 
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either one or two of them may be at an infinite distance; the 
fifth point (7, to which the pencil is drawn, may be also either 
at an infinite distance, or may coincide with one of the four 
points, in which latter case one of the legs of the pencil will be 
the tangent at that point ; then, again, w-e may measure the 
anharmonic ratio of the pencil by the segments on any line 
drawn across it, which we may, if we please, draw parallel to 
one of the legs of the pencil, so as to reduce the anharmonic 
ratio to a simple ratio. 

The following examples being intended as a practical exercise 
to the student in developing the consequences of this theorem, 
we shall merely state the points whence the pencil is drawn, the 
line on which the ratio is measured, and the resulting theorem, 
recommending to the reader a closer examination of the manner 
in which each theorem is inferred from the general principle. 

We use the abbreviation {O.ABCD} to denote the anhar- 
monic ratio of the pencil OA : OB , 0(7, OD . 

Ex. 1. {. A.ABCD } = {B.ABCD). 

Let these ratios he estimated by the segments on the line CD j let the tangents 
at A, B meet CD in the points T, T', and let the chord 
AB meet CD in K , then the ratios are 
TK.DC_Kr.DC 
TD.KC~KD.TC 1 

that is, if any chord CD meet two tangents in T, V, 
and their chord of contact in K, 

KC. KT. TD-KD.TK. T*C. 

(The reader must be careful, in this and the following P 
examples, to take the points of the pencil in the same 
order on both sides of the equation. Thus, on the left- 
hand side of this equation we took K second, because it 
answers to the leg OB of the pencil ; on the right hand 
we take K first, because it answers to the leg OA). 

Ex. 2. Let T and V coincide, then 

KC.TD = -KD.TC , , 
or, any chord through the intersection of two tangents is cut harmonically by the 
chord of contact. 

Ex. 8. Let T be at an infinite distance, or the secant CD drawn parallel to PT', 
and it will be found that the ratio will reduce to 

TK 2 = TC. TD. 

Ex. 4. Let one of the points be at an infinite distance, then {O.ABC<x>} is con- 
stant. Let ratio be estimated on the line C oo . Let the lines AO, BO cut C co 

in a, b; then the ratio of the pencil will reduce to and we learn, that if two 

fixed points, A, B, on a hyperbola or parabola, be joined to any variable point 0, 

Q Q. 
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and the joining lines meet a fixed parallel to an asymptote (if the curve ho a hyper- 
tola), or a diameter (if the carve he a parabola), in a, 6, then the ratio Ca : Gb will 
be constant. 

Ex. 5. If the same ratio be estimated on any other parallel line, lines inflected 
from any three fixed points to a variable point, on a hyperbola or parabola, cut a fixed 
parallel to an asymptote or diameter, so that ab : ac is constant. 

Ex. 6. It follows from Ex. 4, that if the lines joining A, B to any fourth point 
O' meet C oo in a', b we must have 

ab __ aC 
a‘b' a'C * 

Now let us suppose the point C to be also at an infinite distance, the line C c© becomes 
an asymptote, the ratio ab : a'b' becomes one of equality, and lines joining two fixed 
points to any variable point on tbe hyperbola intercept on either asymptote a constant 
portion (Art. 199, Ex. 1). 

Ex. 7. {A. ABC co] = {B.ABC eo}. 

Let these ratios be estimated on Coo 5 then if the tangents at A, B, cut 6 r cc in 
a, b, and the chord of contact AB in K, we have 
Ca __ CK 
CK ~ Cb 

(observing the cantion in Ex. 1). Or, if any paralle 
to an asymptote of a hyperbola, or a diameter of a 
parabola, cut two tangents and their chord of con- 
tact, the intercept from the curve to the chord is 
a geometric mean between the intercepts from the 
curve to the tangents. Or, conversely, if a line ab, parallel to a given one, meet the 
sides of a triangle in the points a, b, K, and there be taken on it a point C such that 
CB? = Ca . Cb, the locus of C will be a parabola, if Cb be parallel to the bisector of 
the base of the triangle (Art. 211), but otherwise a hyperbola, to an asymptote of 
which ab is parallel. 



Ex. 8. Let two of the fixed points be at infinity, 

{co .AB oo co '} = {oo '. AB co o o'}; 
the lines oo oo , oo ' oo ', are the two asymptotes, while oo oo 
Let these ratios be estimated on the diameter OA ; let 
this line meet the parallels to the asymptotes B co , B oo 

in a and a ' : then the ratios become . Or, 

Oa OA 7 

parallels to the asymptotes through any point on a hyper- 
bola cut any semi-diameter, so that it is a mean propor- 
tional between tbe segments on it from the centre. 

Hence, conversely, if through a fixed point 0 a line 
be drawn cutting two fixed lines, Ba, Ba' } and a point A 
taken on it so that OA is a mean between Oa, Oa’, the 
locus of A is a hyperbola, of which 0 is the centre, and 
Ba, Ba parallel to the asymptotes. 


is altogether at infinity. 

o 





Ex- 9* {co .AB oo oo '} = {oo'.AJ? co oo'}. 

Let the segments be measured on the asymptotes, and we have ~ (Q bdrm 

O b Oa! K 

the centre), or the rectangle under parallels to the asymptotes through any point on 
the curve is constant (we invert the second ratio for the reason given in Ex. 1). 
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827. We next examine some particular cases of the anliar- 
momc property of the tangents to a conic (Art. 275). 

Ex. 1. This property assumes a very simple form, if the curve be a parabola, 
for one tangent to a para- ’ 

bola is always at an in- 
finite distance (Art. 254). 

Hence three fixed tan- 
gents to a parabola cut 
any fourth in the points 
A, B, Cj so that AB : AC ^ 
is always constant. If 
the variable tangents co- 
incide in turn with each 
of the given tangents, we obtain the theorem, 

pQ _ RP __ Qr 
QR~ ~Pq~ rP' 

Hx. 2. Let two of the four tangents to an ellipse or hyperbola be parallel to each 
other, and let the variable tangent coincide alter- 
nately with each of the parallel tangents. In the 
first case the ratio is 

Ab . Dc’ 

— , and in the second -rrr, • 

Ac ’ Jbb 

Hence the rectangle Ab.Db’ is constant. 

It may be deduced from the anharmonic pro- 
perty of the points of a conic, that if the lines joining any point on the curve 0 to 
A, D, meet the parallel tangents in the points b, b\ then the rectangle Ab.Db’ will 
be constant. 




328. We now proceed to give some examples of problems 
easily solved by the help of the anharmonic properties of conics. 

Ex. 1. To prove MacLaurin’s method of generating conic sections (p. 248), viz. — 
To find the locus of the vertex V of a triangle whose sides pass through the points 
A y By Cy and whose base angles move on the fixed lines Oa, Ob . 

Let us suppose four such triangles drawn, then since the pencil { C . eta! a" a!”} is the 
same pencil as {C M'V’b"’}, we have 
(aaW"} = ( bb’U’U"}, 
and, therefore, 

{A . aa'a"a'"} = [B . WW "} ; 
oi*, from the nature of the question, 

{A . VV'V"V"'} = {B. FF'F"F"'} ;• 
and therefore A, J3, V, F', F", F'" lie 
on the same conic section. How if the 
first three triangles be fixed, it is evident 
that the locus of F'" is the conic section 
passing through AB V V " F". 

Or the reasoning may be stated thus : The systems of lines through A, and 
through By being both homographic with the system through Cy are homographic 
with each other ; and therefore (Art. 297) the locus of the intersection of correspond- 
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mg lines is a conic through A and B. The following examples are, in like manner, 
illustrations of the application of this principle of Art. 297. 

Ex 2 M Cbasles has showed that the same demonstration will hold if the side 
ab instead of passing through the fixed point C, touch any conic which touches 
Oa Ob ■ for then any four positions of the base cut Oa, Ob, so that 

’ ’ {aoW'O = {bb'V'b'"} (Art. 275), 

and the rest of the proof proceeds the same as before. 

Ex. 3. Newton’s method of generating conic sections .—Two angles of constant 
magnitude move about fixed points P, Q ; 
the intersection of two of their sides tra„ 
verses the right line A-V ; then the locus 
of V, the intersection of their other two 
sides, will be a conic passing throng 

P, < 2 . ... 

For, as before, take four positions of 
the angles, then 

{P.AA’A"A"'} = {Q. AA'M'A !"} ; 
but {P.AA'A"A"'} = {P. VV'V" V'"}, 

{Q.AA'A"A'"} = {Q.FFFT"}, 
since the angles of the pencils are the same ; therefore 

{P . VV'V'V} = [Q. VV’V'V "') ; 

and, therefore, as before, the locus of V ,u is a conic through P, Q, V, V\ V”. 

Ex. 4. M. ChasleS has extended this method of generating conic sections, by 
supposing the point A, instead of moving on a right line, to move on any conic 
passing through tlie points P, Q ; for we shall still have 

{P . AA'A”A m } = {Q. AA'A"A"% 



Ex. 5. The demonstration would be the same if. in place of the angles APV , AQV 
being constant, APV and AQV cut off constant intercepts each on one of two fixed 
lines, for we should then prove the pencil 

{P.AA'A"A"’) = {P. W'V'V"’}, 

because both pencils cut off intercepts of the same length on a fixed lino. 

Thus, also, given base of a triangle and the intercept made by the sides on any 
fixed line, we can prove that the locus of vertex is a conic section. 

Ex. 6. We may also extend Ex. 1, by supposing the extremities of the line ah 
to move on any conic section passing through the points A IS, for, taking four 
positions of the triangle, we have, by Art. 276, 

(aaW"j=pr}; 

therefore, {A . aa!a”a!”} — [IS . lb’b n b"’}, 

and the rest of the proof proceeds as before. 

Ex. 7. The base of a triangle passes through C, the intersection of common 
tangents to two conic sections ; the extremities of the base cib lie one on each of the 
conic sections, while the sides pass through fixed points A, IS, one on each of the 
conics ; the locus of the vertex is a conic through A, B. 

The proof proceeds exactly as before, depending now on the second theorem 
proved, Art. 276. We may mention that this theorem of Art. 27C admits of a simple 
geometrical proof. Let the pencil [O.ABCD] be drawn from points corresponding 
to {o.ctbcd\. Now, the lines OA, act , intersect at r on one of the common chords of 
the conics ; in like manner, BO, ho intersect in r ' on the same chord, &c. ; hence 
{rr’v"v"'} measures the anharmonic ratio of both these pencils. 
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Ex. 8. In Ex. 6 the base instead of passing through a fixed point C, may be sup- 
posed to touch a. conic having double contact with the given conic (see Art. 276). 

Ex. 9. If a polygon be inscribed in a conic, all whose sides but one pass through 
fixed points, the envelope of that side will he a conic having double contact with 
the given one. 

For, take any four positions of the polygon, then if a, b, c, &c. be the vertices 
of the polygon, we have 

{aci'ct"a"'} = {m n b'"} = {ccW"|, &c. 

The problem is, therefore, reduced to that of Art. 277, — “Given three pairs of points, 
aa'a", dd'd'\ to find the envelope of a"’d'", such that 

{aa'al'a!”} = {dd'd'd'"}.” 

Ex. 10. To inscribe in a conic section a polygon, all whose sides shall pass through 
fixed points. 

If we assume any point (a) at random on. the conic for the vertex of the polygon, 
and form a polygon whose sides pass through the given points, the point z, where 
the last side meets the conic, will not in general coincide with a. If we make four 
such attempts to inscribe the polygon, we must hare, as in the last example, 

{(«W"} = {zz W"}. 

Now, if the last attempt wore successful, the point a"' would coincide with z" f , and 
the problem is reduced to —' “ Given three pairs of points, aa'a", zz'z", to find a point 
K such that 

{K(xa’a ,r \ — {Xzz , z ,r }.” 

Now If we make (iz"a , za'z r the vertices of an. inscribed hexagon (in the order here 
given, taking an a and z alternately, and so that 
az, «!z\ o!'z ", may he opposite vertices), then either 
of the points in which the line joining the inter- 
sections of opposite sides meets the conic may be 
taken for the point K. For, in the figure, the 
points ACJE are aa’a”, DFB are zz'z"', and if we 
take the sides in the order ABODE F, L, if, N are 
the intersections of opposite sides- Now, since 
{ATM} measures both [D.XACE] and {. A.KDJJB }, 
we have 

{ZACS} = {JCDFB}. Q. E. T>.* 

It is easy to see, from, the last example, that K 
is a point of contact of a conic having double con- 
tact with the given conic, to which az, a' z\ a"z" are tangents, and that we have 
therefore just given the solution of the question, 11 To describe a conic touching three 
given lines, and having double contact with a given conic.” 

Ex. 11. The auTiarmonic property affords also a simple proof of Pascal’s theorem, 
alluded to in the last example. 

We have {JE. CJDFB] = {A . CDFB}. Now, if we examine the segments made by 
the first pencil on JBC, and by the second on DC, we have 
{CRMB} = {CjDX S}. 



* This construction for inscribing a polygon in a conic is due to M. Poncelet ( [Traite 
des Frojprietes Projectivts , p. 351). The demonstration here used is Mr. Townsends. 
It shows that Poncelet’s construction will equally solve the problem, 11 To inscribe a 
polygon, in a conic, each of whose sides shall touch a conic having double contact with 
the given conic.” The conics touched by the sides may be aH different. 
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Now, if we draw lines from the point L to each of these points, we form, two pencils 
which haye the throe legs, CL, EE , A/3, common, therefore the fourth legs NL, EM, 
must form one right line. In like manner, Erianchoifis theorem is derived from the 
anharmonic property of tlie tangents. 

Ex. 12. Given four points on a conic, ADFB, and two fixed lines through any 
one of them, DC, BE, to find the envelope of tlie line CE joining the points where 
those fixed lines again meet the curve. 

The vertices of the triangle CEIL move on the fixed lines DC, DE, NL, and 
two of its sides pass through the fixed points, B, F- therefore, the third side 
envelopes a conic section touching EC, JOE (by the reciprocal of Mac Lamm’s mode 
of generation). 

Ex. 13. Given four points on a conic ABDB, and two fixed lines, AF, CE, pass- 
ing each through a different one of the fixed points, the line CF joining the points 
where the fixed lines again meet the curve will pass through a fixed point. 

Tor the triangle CFM has two sides passing through the fixed points B, E, and 
the vertices move on the fixed lines AF, CE, NL, which fixed lines meet in a point, 
therefore (p. 280) CF passes through a fixed point. 

The reader will find in the Chapter on Projection how tlie last two theorems are 
suggested by other well-known theorems. (See Ex. 3 and 4, Art, 355). 

Ex, 1-1. The anharmonic ratio of any four diameters of a conic is equal to that of 
their four conj ugates. This is a particular case of Ex. % Art. 297, that the anharmonic 
ratio of four points on a line is the same as that of their four polars. 'We might 
also prove it directly, from the consideration that the anharmonic ratio of four 
chords proceeding from any point of the curve is equal to that of the supplemental 
chords (Ait. 179). 

Ex. 15. A conic circumscribes a given quadrangle, to find the locus of its centre. 
(Ex. 3, Art. 151). 

Draw diameters of tlie conic bisecting the sides of the quadrangle, their anhar- 
monic ratio is equal to that of their four conjugates, but this last ratio is given, since 
the conjugates are parallel to the four given lines ; hence the locus is a conic passing 
through the middle points of the given sides. If we take the cases where the conic 
breaks up into two right lines, we see that the intersections of the diagonals, and also 
those of the opposite sides, are points in the locus, and therefore that these points lio 
on a conic passing through the middle points of the sides and of the diagonals. 

329. We think it unnecessary to go through the theorems, 
which, are only the polar, reciprocals of those investigated in 
the last examples ; but we recommend the student to form the 
polar reciprocal of each of these theorems, and then to prove it 
directly by the lielp of the anharmonic property of the tangents 
of a conic. Almost all are embraced in the following theorem : 

If there be any number of points a, c, d 1 Ac, on a right line ) 
and a homo graphic system a\ V , c', cT, &c. on another line , the 
lines joining corresponding points will envelope a conic . For if 
we construct the conic touched by tlie two given lines and by 
three lines aa\ lb\ cc\ then, by the anharmonic property of the 
tangents of a conic, any other of the lines dd f must touch the 
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same conic.* The theorem here proved is the reciprocal of 
that proved Art. 297, and may also be established by interpreting 
tangentially the equations there used. Thus, if P, P ' ; Q , Q' re- 
present tangentially two pairs of corresponding points, P+XP\ 
represent any other pair of corresponding points; and 
the line joining them touches the curve represented by the 
tangential equation of the second order, PQ' = P'Q, 

Ex. Any transversal through a fixed point P meets two fixed lines OA, OA!, in 
the points AA r ; and portions of given length Aa, A'a' are taken on each of the 
given lines ; to find the envelope of aa'. Here, if we give the transversal four 
positions, it is evident that {ABCD} = {A'B'C'JD’}, and that {ABCJD} = [abed], and 
{A'B'C'D'} = {afb'c'd']. 


330. Generally when the envelope of a moveable line is 
found by this method to be a conic section, it is useful to take 
notice whether in any particular position the moveable line can 
be altogether at an infinite distance, for if it can, the envelope 
is a parabola (Art. 254). Thus, in the last example the line aa' 
cannot be at an infinite distance, unless in some position AA! 
can be at an infinite distance, that is, unless P is at an infinite 
distance. Hence we see that in the last example, if the trans- 
versal, instead of passing through a fixed point, were parallel to 
a given line, the envelope would be a parabola. In like manner, 
the nature of the locus of a moveable point is often at once 
perceived by observing particular positions of the moveable point, 
as we have illustrated in the last example of Art. 323. 

331. If we are given any system of points on a right line 
we can form a homographic system on another line, and such 
that three points taken arbitrarily a ! , b\ c' shall correspond to 
three given points a, 6, c of the first line. For let the distances 
of the given points on the first line measured from any fixed 


* In the same case if P, P' he two fixed points, it follows from the .last article 
that the locus of the intersection of Pd, P'd' is a conic through P, P'. We saw 
(Art. 277) that if a, b, c, d, &c., a', V, o', d' be two tomographic systems of points 
on a conic , that is to say, such that {abed} always — {abed}, t e enve ope ° 
a conic having double contact with the given one. In the same case, if P 
fixed points on the conic , the locus of the intersection of Pi, Pi is ft conic through 
P, P\ Again, two conics are cut by the tangents of any come . havrng double ^com 
tact with both, in homographic systems of points, or such that {abed}- {abed} 
(Art. 276) ; but it is not true conversely, that if we have two homograp y 
of points on different conics, the lines joining corresponding points necessarily 

velope a conic. 
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origin on the line be a, b , c, and let the distance of any vari- 
able point on the line measured from the same origin be os. 
Similarly let the distances of the points on the second line 
from any origin on that line be a , & thenj as in Art. 277, 

we have the equation 

( a — b) (c — x) (cl - V) ( c - of ) 

(a — c) (b — x) (a - c') (U - of) 5 

which expanded is of the form 

Jzaf + Bx+ < 7 j / + 2 ? = 0 * 


This equation enables us to find a point of in the second line 
corresponding to any assumed point x on the first line, and such 
that {abex} = [a'b'c'x'}. If this relation be fulfilled, the line 
joining the points x, x' envelopes a conic touching the two given 
lines j and this conic will be a parabola if A. = 0, since then of 
is infinite when x is infinite. 

The result at which we have arrived may be stated con- 
versely thus : Two systems of points connected by any relation 
will be homographic , if to one point of either system always corre- 
sponds one , and but one , point of the other . For evidently an 
equation of the form 


Axx' -1- Bx +• Gx r *f D = 0 

is the most general relation between x and x f that we can write 
down, which gives a simple equation •whether we seek to deter- 
mine x in terms of of or vice versa . And when this relation 
is fulfilled, the anharmonic ratio of four points of the first 
system is equal to that of the four corresponding points of the 

second. For the anharmonic ratio is unaltered 

(x ~z){y - tv) 


* M. Chasles states tlie matter thus : The points x, x' belong to homographic 
systems, if a, b y a', b' being fixed points, the ratios of the distances ax : bx, a'x* ; b'x', 
be connected by a linear relation, such as 


.ax a'x' 
X - + '‘iV + ‘' =:0 - 


’ bx 


Denoting, as above, the distances of the points from fixed origins, by a, h, x\ 
a", b\ x' y this relation is 


» — JO , ll — X 


which, expanded, gives a relation between rc and x' of the form 
Axx' + Bx + Ox' + D = 0. 
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if instead of x we write 
tions for y, z, w. 


and make similar substitu- 

Ax 4 G 5 


332. The distances from the origin of a pair of points A , B 
on the axis of x being given by the equation , ax 2 4 2 hx 4 b = 0 3 
those o/ 1 another pair of points A\ B' by a'x* 4 2 h'x 4 V = 0 5 to 
find the condition that the two pairs should be harmonically con- 
jugate. 

Let the distances from the origin of the first pair of points 
be a, 13 j and of the second a' : ft ; then the condition is 

AA' _ AB' a-f _ a- ft 
AB~ J?'S’ ° r a'~/3~ /3' — /8 ’ 
which expanded may be written 


(a 4 ft) [a 4 ft) = 2a/3 4 2a! ft. 


But 


, 0 %h b 
a + 0>--, a/9-;; 




The required condition is therefore 


ab' + a'b- 2M' = 0* 

It is proved, similarly, that the same is the condition that the 
pairs of lines 

aoc 1 4 2haj3 4 bft, a'a? 4 2//a/3 4- Vft\ 
should be harmonically conjugate. 


333. If a pair of points aa? 4 %hx 4- be harmonically con- 
jugate with a pair aV 4 2 h'x 4 b\ and also with another pair 
a'V 4 %h"x 4 it will be harmonically conjugate with every 
pair given by the equation 

(ax 2 4 2 h'x 4 Y) + \ (aV 4 2 h"x 4 b") = 0. 

For evidently the condition 

a {¥ 4 \b") 4 b (a' 4 Xa") - 2 h [h! 4 Xtf') = 0, 

will be fulfilled if we have separately 

ab' 4 la! - 2hh' = 0, ab” 4 bo!' - 2hh" = 0. 


* It can be proved that the anbarmonic ratio of the system of four points will be 
given, if (ah’ 4 a'b — 2hh') 2 be in a given ratio to (ab -h 2 ) (a'b’ - k '*). 
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334. To find the locus of a point such that the tangents front 
it to two given conics may form a harmonic pencil . 

If four lines form a harmonic pencil they will cut any of the 
lines of reference harmonically. No w take the second form 
(Art. 294) of the equation of a pair of tangents from a 
point to a curve given by the general trilinear equation, and 
make y = 0 when we get 

( GW 2 4 By' 2 - 2F/3'y') a 2 - 2 ( Ca.fi 2 - Fa V - GJ3 y 4 Ey n ) a/3 

±{Ca! 2 +Ay' 2 -2Ga'y r ) /3 2 = 0. 

We have a corresponding equation to determine the pair ot 
points where the line y is met by the pair of tangents from 
a 'fi'y to a second conic. Applying then the condition of 
Art. 332 -we find that the two pairs of points on y will form 
a harmonic system, provided that a'/Sy satisfies the equation 

( C/3‘ 2 + By 2 - 2F0y) ( CV 4 A'y 2 - 2 G'ay) 

4 ( Ga 2 + Ay 2 - 2 Gay) ( Cfi 2 4 B'y 2 - 2 F'J3y) 

= 2 ( Ca/3 - Jay - £/3 7 + H7 2 ) ( C'a/3 - **07 - £'£7 + BV ). 

On expansion the equation is found to be divisible by 7 2 , and 
the equation of the locus is found to be 

(. BO’+l 7 C-2FF’)a*+ ( CA'+ C'A-2 G G')f 3 2 4 (AB+A'B-2HH')'f 
+2 {GEA G'E-AF'-A'F) /3y+2(IIF'+ II'F- BG'- EG)ya 

+ 2 [FG' + F'G- GIF - C'E)a/3~ 0; 

a conic having important relations to the two conics, which will 
be treated of further on. If the anharmonic ratio of the four 
tangents be given, the locus is the curve of the fourth degree 
F 2 = JcS8\ where S 7 S' 7 F 7 denote the two given conics, and 
that now found. 

335. To find the condition that the line Xa4 y(3 4 vy should 
he cut harmonically hy the two conics. Eliminating 7 between 
this equation and that of the first conic, the points of inter- 
section are found to satisfy the equation 

(cV 4 av 2 — 2g\v) a 2 4 2 (cXfi —fXv — gyv 4 hv 2 ) a/3 

4 (c'F 4 hv 2 — 2 fyv) /3 2 = 0. 
We have a similar equation satisfied for the points where the 
line meets the second conic; applying then the condition of 
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Art. 332, we find, precisely as in the last article, that the re- 
quired condition is 

(be 4 Vo - 2ff) A 2 4 (ca' 4 o' a - 2 gg’) + [ah' + a'h - 2 Ui) v> 

+ 2 (gh' + gh - of' — a'f) /av + 2 [hf 4 h'j— bg' - h'g) vX 

4* 2 {fg - Vf'g — cli — cli] = 0. 
The line consequently envelopes a conic.* 

INVOLUTION. 

336. Two systems of points a, 5, c, &c, 5 a\ b\ c\ &c., situ- 
ated on the same right line , will be homographic (Art. 331) if 
the distances measured from any origin, of two corresponding 
points, be connected by a relation of the form 

Axx' 4 Bx 4 Gx' 4-0 = 0. 

Now this equation not being symmetrical between x and x\ the 

point which corresponds to any point of the line considered as 

belonging to the first system, will in general not be the same 

as that which corresponds to it considered as belonging to the 

second system. Thus, to a point at a distance x considered as 

belonging to the first system, corresponds a point at the dis- 

JSx j D t 

tance — — — q ] hut considered as belonging to the second 

system, corresponds — • 

Two homographic systems situated on the same line are 
said to form a system in involution , when to any point of the 
line the same point corresponds whether it be considered as 
belonging to the first or second system. That this should be 
the case it is evidently necessary and sufficient that we should 
have B = G in the preceding equation, in order that the relation 
connecting x and x r may be symmetrical. We shall find it 

* If substituting in the equations of two conics Z7, F, for a, Xa + m«', &c. we 
obtain results 

\2Z7 + 2 X/LP + ^T7, A 2 F + 2 XfiQ + fV', 

then it is easy to see, as above, that UV’ + VV- 2PQ, represents the pair of lines 
which, can he drawn through a’/3'Y, so as to he cut harmonically by the comes. , In 
the same case (Art. 296), the equation of the system of four lines joining ap y 
the intersections of the conics, is 

(UV' + U'V- 2PQy = 4 (UU r - P 2 ) (FF' - Q *). 

UU' — P 2 and FF' - Q 2 denote the pairs of tangents from a'/3y to the conics. 


308 


AN HARMONIC PROPERTIES OP CONICS. 


convenient to write the relation connecting any two correspond- 
ing points AxJ + H (x + x') + B = 0 ; 

and if the distances from the origin of a pair of corresponding 
points be given by the equation 

ax 1 + 2 hx + i = 0, 
we must have A b + Ba — 2llh = 0. 


337. It appears from what has been said that a system in 
involution consists of a number of pairs of points on a line 
a, a i b , V ; &c., and such that the anharmonic ratio of any 
four is equal to that of their four conjugates. The expression of 
this equality gives a number of relations connecting the mutual 
distances of the points. Thus, from [abed] = {db'da}, we have 

ab . ed __ ah ' . da 
ad .be da.b'd J 

or ab . cd . b'c' — — a o', da . be. 

The development of such relations presents no difficulty. 


338. The relation Axx -f II [x 4- x) + B = 0, connects the 
distances of two corresponding points from any origin ehosen 
arbitrarily ; but by a proper choice of origin this relation can 
be simplified. Thus, if the distances be measured from a point 
at the distance x — a, the given relation becomes 

A [x + a) (x' ~f a) + II [x + x' + 2a) + B = 0 
or Axx' + (Hq- Ad] (x + x') + Ad + 2 Ida -f B = 0. 

And if we determine a, so that II - b Aa = 0, the relation reduces 
to xx' = constant. The point thus determined is called the 
centre of the system ; and we learn that the product of the dis- 
tances from the centre of two corresponding points is constant. 


x is 


339. Since, in general, the point corresponding to any point 
- ^ jp when Ax+ H=Q, the corresponding point is 


infinitely distant: or the centre is the point whose conjugate is 
infinitely distant. The same thing appears from the relation 
\abcd) = {a'b'dc\ ) or 
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Let d be infinitely distant, be ultimately = ac\ and dc = 5V, 
and this relation becomes ac.a'c = be.Vc ; or, in other words, the 
product of the distances from c of two conjugate points is con- 
stant. The relation connecting the distances from the centre 
may be either ca . cd == -f h 2 or ca .cd — — Jc\ In the one case 
two conjugate points lie on the same side of the centre ; in the 
other case they lie on opposite sides. 

340. A point which coincides with its conjugate is called a 
focus of the system. There are plainly two foci ff' equidistant 
from the centre on either side of it, whose common distance 
from the centre c is given by the equation cf 2 ~±lc\ Thus, 
when 1<? is taken with a positive sign, that is, when two con- 
jugate points always lie on the same side of the centre, the foci 
are real. In the opposite case they are imaginary. By writing 
x — x in the general relation connecting corresponding points, 
we see that in general the distances of the foci from any origin 
are given by the equation 

Ax 2 4- 2 Ex -f B = 0. 

341. We have seen (Art. 336 ) that if a pair of corresponding 
points be given by the equation ax 2 + 2 lix -f l = 0, we must have 
Ab + Ba — 2JSh — 0. Now this equation signifies (see Art. 332 ) 
that any two corresponding points are harmonically conjugate 
with the two foci . The same inference may be drawn from 
the relation {ctff'd} = {djf'a} , which gives 

<g.a'f _«'/.«/. = 

aa'.jf-JZff’°f'a fa'’ 
or the distance between the foci is divided internally and ex- 
ternally at a and a' into parts which are in the same ratio. 

Cor. When one fodfe is at infinity, the other bisects the 
distance between two conjugate points; and it follows hence 
that in this case the distance ab between any two points of the 
system is equal to db\ the distance between their conjugates. 

342. Two pairs of points determine a system in involution . 
We may take arbitrarily two pairs of points 

ax 1 + 2 hx + bj dx 1 + 2 h'x + If 
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and we can then determine A, if, B from the equations 
Ai 4* Ba — 2 Hh = 0, Ah' -f Ba' — 2 Hh' = 0. 

We see, as in Art 333, that any other pair of points in in- 
volution with the two given pairs may be represented by an 
equation of the form 

(ax 2 4- 2 hx 4* 5) 4- ^ (< %'x 2 -4 2 h'x 4- V) = 0, 

since, when A , .S’, B are determined so as to satisfy the two 
equations written above, they must also satisfy 

A (b 4- Kb') 4- B (a 4- Aa') — 2Zf (h 4- Kh') = 0/* 

The actual values of A , jB, if, found by solving these equations, 
are 2 (ah' — dh), 2 [Jib' — lib), ab'-a'b. Consequently the foci 
of the system determined by the given pairs of points, are 
given by the equation 

(ah' - a'h) x‘ 1 + (ah' - a'b) x 4- (Kb' - Kb) = 0. 

This may be otherwise written if we make the equations 
homogeneous by introducing a new variable y, and write 

JJ = ax 2 4- 2 hxy 4- fy 2 , F = aV 2 4- 2 h'xy 4 b' if. 

The equation which determines the foci is then 

audv^auciv =0 

dx dy dy dx 

The foci of a system given by two pairs of points a, a' ; 5, b' 
may be also found as follows, from the consideration that 
{afba'\ = {a'fb'a}, or 

af.ba' __ a'f.b'a m 
a'f. ba af. b'a ' * 

whence af : a'f :: ah. ah' : a'b. ah'] 

or f is the point where ad is cut either internally or externally 
in a certain given ratio. 

343. The relation connecting six points in involution is of 
the class noticed in Art. 313, and is such that the same relations 


* It easily follows from this, that the condition that three pairs of points 
ax 2 + 2hx + b, a'x 2 -f 2 h'x 4- a"x 2 + 2h"x + b” should belong to a system in in- 
volution, is the vanishing of the deter minant 

a, h b 
ct , h , b 
a", A", b" , 
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will subsist between the sines of the angles subtended by them 
at any point as subsist between the segments of the lines them- 
selves. Consequently, if a pencil he drawn from any point to 
six points in involution , any transversal cuts this pencil in six 
points in involution. Again, the reciprocal of six points in in- 
volution is a pencil in involution. 

The greater part of the equations already found apply 
equally to lines drawn through a point. Thus, any pair of lines 
a - a - pift belong to a system in involution, if 

A fiii H (fi -h /i)-+ B = 0 ; 

and if we are given two pairs of lines 

£7= aa J 4 2haft 4 lft\ F= ad 1 4 2 1/aft 4 h'ft\ 
they determine a pencil in involution whose focal lines are 
{ah' - a'h) o? 4 {ah' - a'h) aft 4 {hh' - h'h) ft 2 = 0, 

dUdV dUdV. 

da dft dft da 

344. A system of conics passing through four fixed points 
meets any transversal in a system of points in involution . 

For, if Sy S' be any two conics through the points, 8+XS' 
will denote any other; and if, taking the transversal for axis 
of x and making y— 0 in the equations, we get ax 2 4 2gx 4 c, 
and a'x 2 4 2g'x 4 c to determine the points in which the trans- 
versal meets S and 8\ it will meet 8 4 XS r in 

ax 2 4 2 gx 4 c 4 X {a'x 2 4 2, g'x 4 c') y 
a pair (Art. 342) in involution with the two former pair. 

This may also be proved 
geometrically as follows : 

By the anharmonic proper- 
ties of conics, 

{a.AdbA'} = {c.AdhA'}: 
but if we observe the points 
in which these pencils meet 
AA'y we get { A CBA ^ = [AB'o'A'} = {A'G'FA}. 

Consequently the points AA' belong to the system in in- 
volution determined by BB'y CC'y ihe pairs of points in which 
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the transversal meets the sides of the quadrilateral joining the 
given points. 

Reciprocating the theorem of this article we learn that, the 
pairs of tangents drawn from any point to a system of conics 
touching four fixed lines, form a system in involution. 

345. Since the diagonals ac , hd may be considered as a conic 
through the four points, it follows, as a particular case of the last 
Article, that any transversal cuts the four sides and the diagonals 
of a quadrilateral in points BB', GO', DTf, which are in invo- 
lution. This property enables us, being given two pairs of points 
BE, DD' of a system in involution, to construct the point con- 
jugate to any other C. For take any point at random, a; join 
aB, aD, aC; construct any triangle led , whose vertices rest on 
these three lines, and two of whose sides pass through B’D’, then 
the remaining side will pass through C', the point conjugate to 0. 
The point a may he taken at infinity, and the lines aB, aD , aG 
will then he parallel to each other. If the point C be at infinity 
the same method will give us the centre of the system. The 
simplest construction for this case is , — “ Through II, I), draw 
any pair of parallel lines Bh, Do ; and through 7/, If, a different 
pair of parallels D'h , B'c ; then he will pass through the centre 
of the system.” 

Ex. 1. If three conics circumscribe the same quadrilateral, the common tangent 
to any two is cut harmonically by the third. For the points of contact of this 
tangent are the foci of the system in involution. 

Ex. 2. If through the intersection of the common chords of two conics we draw 
a tangent to one of them, this line will be cut harmonically by the other. For in 
this case the points D and D’ in the last figure coincide, and will therefore be a focus. 

Ex. 3. If two conics have double contact with each other, or if they have a con- 
tact of the third order, any tangent to the one is cut harmonically at the points where 
it meets the other, and where it meets the chord of contact. For in this ease the 
common chords coincide, and the point where any transversal meets the chord of 
contact is a focus. 

Ex. 4. To describe a conic through four points a, h, c, d, to touch a given right 
line. The point of contact must be one of the foci of the system BIf, CC', <kc. } and 
these points can he determined by Art. 342. This problem, therefore, admits of two 
solutions. 

Ex. 5. If a parallel to an asymptote meet the curve in C f and any inscribed 
quadrilateral in points abed ; Ca.Ce- Cb, Cd. For C is the centre of the system. 

Ex. 6. Solve the examples, Art. 32C, as cases of involution. 

In Ex. 1, A is a focus : in Ex. 2, T is also a focus ; in Ex. 3, T in a centre, (fee. 

Ex. 7. The intercepts on any line between a hyperbola and its asymptotes are 
equm. For in this case one focus of the system is at infinity (Cor., Art. 841), 
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346. If there he a system of conics having a common self-con- 
jugate triangle , any line passing through one of the vertices oj 
this triangle is cut hy the system in involution . 

For, if in aa 2 4 hfi 1 + cf we write a = we get 
[ale 1 -f l) p* + cy\ 

a pair of points evidently always harmonically conjugate with 
the two points where the line meets /3 and 7. Thus, then, in 
particular, a system of conics touching the four sides of a fixed 
quadrilateral cuts in involution any transversal which passes 
through one of the intersections of diagonals of the quadrila- 
teral (Ex. 3, Art. 146). The points in which the transversal meets 
diagonals are the foci of the system, and the points where it 
meets opposite sides of the quadrilateral are conjugate points 
of the system. 

Ex. 1. If two conics U, V touch their common tangents A, B, C, JD in the points 
fl, b. c, d ; a', b\ c ', d' ; a conic S through the points a, b, c, and touching JD at d% 
will have for its second chord of intersection with V, the line joining the intersections 
of A with be , B with ca , C with ab . 

Let V meet ab in a , ft, then, by this article, since ab passes through an intersection 
of diagonals of ABCJD (Ex. 2, Art. 203), a, b ; a, ft belong to a system in involution, of 
which the points where ab meets C and JD are conjugate points. But (Art. 345) the 
common chords of S and V meet ab in points belonging to this same system in 
involution, determined by the points a , b ; a, ft, in which S and V meet the line ab. 
If then one of the common chords be JD, the other must pass through the intersection 
of C with ab. 

Ex. 2. If in a triangle there be inscribed an ellipse touching the sides at their 
middle points a, b, c, and also a circle touching at the points a', b', c', and if the fourth 
common tangent JD to the ellipse and circle touch the circle at d', then the circle de- 
scribed through the middle points touches the inscribed circle at d\ By Ex. 1, a conic 
described through a, b, c, will touch the circle at d ! , if it also pass through the points 
where the circle is met by the line joining the intersections of A , be ; B, ca ; C, ab. 
But this line is in this case the line at infinity. The touching conic is therefore a 
circle. SirW. R. Hamilton has thus deduced Feuerbach’s theorem (p. 127) as a par- 
ticular case of Ex. 1. 

The point d' and the line JD can be constructed without drawing the ellipse. For 
since the diagonals of an inscribed, and of the corresponding circumscribing quad- 
rilateral meet in a point, the lines ab, cd;a!b’, c’d\ and the lines joining AJD, BO; 

A C, BD all intersect in the same point. If then a, ft, y be the vertices of the triangle 
formed by the intersections of be, b'c'; ca, c'a' ; ab, a’b’ ; the lines joining a' a, Vft, c'y 
meet in d\ In other words, the triangle afty is homologous with abc, a' b'c', the 
centres of homology being the points d, d\ In like manner, the triangle afty is also 
homologous with ABC, the axis of homology being the line JD. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

THE METHOD OF PROJECTION .* 

347. We have already several times had occasion to point 
out to the reader the advantage gained by taking notice of 
the number of particular theorems often included under one 
general enunciation, but we now propose to lay before him a 
short sketch of a method which renders us a still more impor- 
tant service, and which enables us to tell when from a particular 
given theorem we can safely infer the general one under which 
it is contained. 

If all the points of any figure be joined to any fixed point 
in space (0), the joining lines will form a cone, of which the 
point 0 is called the vertex , and the section of this cone, by any 
plane, will form a figure which is called the projection of the 
given figure. The plane by which the cone is cut is called the 
plane of projection . 

To any point of one figure will correspond a point in the other . 

For, if any point A be joined to the vertex 0, the point a, 
in which the joining line OA is cut by any plane, will be the 
projection on that plane of the given point A . 

A right line will always he projected into a right line . 

For, if all the points of the right line be joined to the vertex, 
the joining lines will form a plane, and this plane will be inter- 
sected by any plane of projection in a right line. 

Hence, if any number of points in one figure lie in a right 
line, so will also the corresponding points on the projection; and 
if any number of lines in one figure pass through a point, so 
will also the corresponding lines on the projection. 

This method is the invention, of M. Poncelcfc. See his Trait/; Prapriith 
Projectives , published in the year 1822, a work which 1 believe may be regarded 
as the foundation of the Modem Geometry. In it were taught the principles, that 
theorems concerning infinitely distant points may be extended to finite points on a 
right line ; that theorems concerning systems of circles may be extended to conics 
having two points common ; and that theorems concerning imaginary points and linen 
may be extended to real points and lines. 
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348. Any plane curve will always be projected into another 
curve of the same degree . 

For it is plain that, if the given curve he cut by any right line 
in any number of points, A , 5, <7, D, &c. the projection will 
be cut by the projection of that right line in the same number of 
corresponding points, a, 5, o, cZ, &c. ; but the degree of a curve is 
estimated geometrically by the number of points in which it can 
be cut by any right line. If AB meet the curve in some real and 
some imaginary points, ah will meet the projection in the same 
number of real and the same number of imaginary points. 

In like manner, if any two curves intersect, their projections 
will intersect in the same number of points, and any point 
common to one pair, whether real or imaginary, must be con- 
sidered as the projection of a corresponding real or imaginary 
point common to the other pair. 

Any . tangent to one curve will he projected into a tangent to 
the other . 

For, any line AB on one curve must be projected into the 
line ah joining the corresponding points of the projection. Now, 
if the points A , j 8, coincide, the points a, 5, will also coincide, 
and the line ah will be a tangent. 

More generally, if any two curves touch each other in any 
number of points, their projections will touch each other in the 
same number of points. 

349. If a plane through the vertex parallel to the plane of 
projection meet the original plane in a line AB , then any pencil 
of lines diverging from a point on AB will be projected into a 
system of parallel lines on the plane of projection. For, since 
the line from the vertex to any point of AB meets the plane of 
projection at an infinite distance, the intersection of any two lines 
which meet on AB is projected to an infinite distance on the 
plane of projection. Conversely, any system of parallel lines on 
the original plane is projected into a system of lines meeting in a 
point on the line J)F, , where a plane through the vertex parallel to 
the original plane is cut hy the plane of projection. The method 
of projection then leads us naturally to the conclusion, that any 
system of parallel lines may be considered as passing through a 
point at an infinite distance, for their projections on any plane 
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pass through a point in general at a finite distance ; and again, 
that all the points at infinity on any plane may be considered as 
lying on a right line , since we have showed that the projection 
of any point in which parallel lines intersect must lie somewhere 
on the right line DF in the plane of projection. 

350. We see now, that if any property of a given curve does 
riot involve the magnitude of lines or angles, but merely relates 
to the position of lines as drawn to certain points, or touching 
certain curves, or to the position of points, &c., then this property 
will be true for any curve into which the given curve can be pro- 
jected. Thus, for instance, “ if through any point in the plane 
of a circle a chord be drawn, the tangents at its extremities will 
meet on a fixed line.” Now since we shall presently prove that 
every curve of the second degree can be projected into a circle, 
the method of projection shows at once that the properties of 
poles and polars are true not only for the circle, but also for all 
curves of the second degree. Again, Pascal’s and Brianchon’s 
theorems are properties of the same class, which it is sufficient 
to prove in the case of the circle, in order to know that they are 
true for all conic sections. 

351. Properties which, if true for any figure, are true for its 
projection, are called projective properties. Besides the classes of 
theorems mentioned in the last Article, there are many projective 
theorems which do involve the magnitude of lines. For instance, 
the anharmonic ratio of four points in a right line {ABCD), 
being measured by the ratio of the pencil { O.ABCI) } drawn to 
the vertex, must be the same as that of the four points [abed], 
where this pencil is cut by any transversal. Again, if there be 
an equation between the mutual distances of any number of 
points in a right line, such as 

AB. CD.EF + L.AC.BE.DF+ LAD. CJZ.BF+& c. = 0, 

where in each term of the equation the same points are men- 
tioned, although in different orders, this property will be pro- 
jective, For (see Art. 311) if for AB we substitute 

OA . OB. sin A OB a 

OP , &c., 

each term of the equation will contain OA.OB. OC.OD.OE.OF 
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in the numerator, and OP 3 in the denominator. Dividing, then, 
by these, there will remain merely a relation between the sines 
of angles subtended at O . It is evident that the points A , 0, 

D, F : F, \ need not be on the same right line; or, in other words, 
that the perpendicular OP need not be the same for all, provided 
the points be so taken that, after the substitution, each term of 
the equation may contain in the denominator the same product, 
OP . OP . 0P\ &c. Thus, for example, u If lines meeting in a 
point and drawn through the vertices of a triangle ABO meet the 
opposite sides in the points a, b 7 c, then Ab.Bc. Ga — Ac.Ba.ObP 
This is a relation of the class just mentioned, and which it is 
sufficient to prove for any projection of the triangle ABO . Let 
us suppose the point C projected to an infinite distance, then 
ACj BG } Cc are parallel, and the relation becomes 

Ah . j Be = Ac . Ba , 

the truth of which is at once perceived on making the figure. 

352. It appears, from what has been said, that if we wish to 
demonstrate any projective property of any figure, it is sufficient 
to demonstrate it for the simplest figure into which the given 
figure can be projected; e.y. for one in which any line of the 
given figure is at an infinite distance. 

Thus, if it were required to investigate the harmonic pro- 
perties of a complete quadrilateral ABGD , whose opposite sides 
intersect in E 7 F 7 and the intersection of whose diagonals is <?, 
we may join all the points of this figure to any point in space 0 7 
and cut the joining lines by a ny plane parallel to OEF 7 then 
FF is projected to infinity, and we have a new quadrilateral, 
whose sides ah 7 cd intersect in e at infinity, that is, are parallel ; 
while ad 7 he intersect in a point f at infinity, or are also parallel. 
We thus see that any quadrilateral may be projected into a 
parallelogram . Now since the diagonals of a parallelogram 
bisect each other, the diagonal ac is cut harmonically in the 
points a, g 7 c, and the point where it meets the line at in- 
finity ef. Hence AJB is cut harmonically in the points A 7 G 7 C 7 
and where it meets EF 1 

Ex. If two triangles ABC, A’B'C’, be such that the points of intersection of 
AB, A’B ' ; BC, B’C'; CA, C'A'; lie in a right line, then the lines AA\ MB', CC 
meet in a point. 
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Froject to infinity the line in which AB, A'B', Ac. intersect ; then the theorem 
becomes : “If two triangles abc, a'b'c' have the sides of the one respectively parallel 
to the sides of the other, then the lines aa', bh' } cc' meet in a point.” But the truth 
of this latter theorem is evident, since act', W both cut cc f in the same ratio. 

353. In order not to interrupt the account of the applications 
of the method of projection, we place in a separate section 
the formal proof that every curve of the second degree 
may be projected so as to become a circle. It will also be 
proved that by choosing properly the vertex and plane of pro- 
jection, we can, as in Art. 352, cause any given line EF on the 
figure to be projected to infinity, at the same time that the 
projected curve becomes a circle. This being for the present 
taken for granted, these consequences follow : 

Given any conic section and a point in its plane , we can project 
it into a circle , of which the projection of that point is the centre , 
for we have only to project it so that the projection of the polar 
of the given point may pass to infinity (Art. 154). 

Any two conic sections may he projected so as both to become 
circles , for we have only to project one of them into a circle, 
and so that any of its chords of intersection with the other shall 
pass to infinity, and then, by Art. 257, the projection of the 
second conic passing through the same points at infinity as the 
circle must be a circle also. 

Any two conics which have double contact with each other may 
be projected into concentric circles . F or we have only to project 
one of them into a circle, so that its chord of contact with the 
other may pass to infinity (Art. 257). 

354. We shall now give some examples of the method of 
deriving properties of conics from those of the circle, or from 
other more particular properties of conics. 

Ex 1. “A line through any point is cut harmonically by the curve and the polar 
of that point” This property and its reciprocal are projective properties (Art. 351), 
and both being true for the circle, are true for every conic. Hence all the properties 
of the circle depending on the theory of poles and polars are true for all the conic 
sections. 

Ex. 2. The anharmonic properties of the points and tangents of a conic are pro- 
jective properties, which, when proved for the circle, as in Art. 312, are proved for 
all conics. Hence, every property of the circle which results from cither of its 
anharmonic properties is true also for all the conic sections. 

Ex. 3. Carnot’s theorem (Art. 313), that if a conic meet the sides of a triangle, 

Ah . Ah'. Be . Be. Cct . Co! = Ac . Ac'.Ba . Bo'. Ch . 67/, 
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is a projective property which need only be proved in the case of the circle, in which 
case it is evidently true, since Ab .Ah' — Ac, Ac', &c. 

The theorem, can evidently be proved in like manner for any polygon. 

Ex. 4. From Carnot’s theorem, thus proved, could be deduced the properties of 
Art. 148, by supposing the point C at an infinite distance ; we then have 
Ab . Ah' _ Ba . Ba' 

Ac. Ad ~ Be . Be' ’ 
where the line Ab is parallel to Ba. 

Ex. 5. Given two concentric circles, Given two conics having double con- 
any chord of one which touches the tact with each other, any chord of one 
other is bisected at the point of con- which touches the other is cut harmo- 
tact. . nically at the point of contact, and where 

it meets the chord of contact of the 
conics. (Ex. 3, Art. 345). 

For the line at infinity in the first case is projected into the chord of contact of 
two conics having double contact with each other. Ex. 4, Art. 23G, is only a particular 
case of this theorem. 

Ex. G. Given three concentric circles, Given three conics all touching each 
any tangent to one is cut by the other other in the same two points, any tan- 
two in four points whose anharmonic gent to one is cut by the other two in 
ratio is constant. four points whose anharmonic ratio is 

constant. 

The first theorem is obviously true, since the four lengths are constant. The 
second may be considered as an extension of the anharmonic property of the tangents 
of a conic. In like manner the theorem (in Art. 276) with regard to anharmonic 
ratios in conics having double contact is immediately proved by projecting the conics 
into concentric circles. 

Ex. 7. "We mentioned already, that it was sufficient to prove Pascal’s theorem 
for the case of a circle, but, by the help of Ait. 353, we may still further simplify 
our figure, for we may suppose the line joining the intersection of AB, DE, to that 
of BC, EF, to pass off to infinity; and it is only necessary to prove that, if a hexagon 
be inscribed in a circle having the side AB parallel to BE, and BC to EF, then 
Cl) will be parallel to AF\ but the truth of this can be shown from elementary 
considerations. 

Ex. 8. A triangle is inscribed in any conic, two of whose sides pass through fixed 
points, to find the envelope of the third (Ex. 3, Art. 272). Let the line joining the fixed 
points be projected to infinity, and at the same time the conic into a circle, and this pro- 
blem becomes , — “A triangle is inscribed in a circle, two of whose sides are parallel 
to fixed lines, to find the envelope of the third.” But this envelope is a concentric 
circle, since the vertical angle of the triangle is given ; hence, in the general case, 
the envelope is a conic touching the given conic in two points on the line joining 
the two given points. 

Ex. 9. To investigate the projective properties of a quadrilateral inscribed in a 
conic. Let the conic be projected into a circle, and the quadrilateral into a parallelo- 
gram (Art. 352). Itfow the intersection of the diagonals of a parallelogram inscribed 
in a circle is the centre of the circle; hence the intersection of the diagonals of a 
quadrilateral inscribed in a conic is the pole of the line joining the intersections of 
the opposite sides. Again, if tangents to the circle be drawn at the vertices of this 
parallelogram, the diagonals of the quadrilateral so formed will also pass through 
the centre, bisecting the angles between the first diagonals ; hence, “the diagonals 
of the inscribed and corresponding circumscribing quadrilateral pass through a point, 
and form a harmonic pencil. ’ . 
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Ex. 10. Given four points on a conic, Given four points on a conic, the locus 
the locus of its centre is a conic through of the pole of any fixed line is a conic 
the middle points of the sides of the given passing through the fourth harmonic to 
quadrilateral. (Ex. 15, Art. 328). the point in which this line meets each 

side of the given quadrilateral. 

Ex. 11. The locus of the point where If through a fixed point 0 a line be 
parallel chords of a circle are cut in a drawn meeting the conic in A, B , and on 
given ratio is an ellipse having double it a point P betaken, such that {OABP} 
contact with the circle. (Art. 1G3). may be constant, the locus of P is a 

conic having double contact with the 
given conic. 

355. We may project several properties relating to foci by 
the help of the definition of a focus, given p. 239, viz. that 
if F be a focus, and A, B the two imaginary points in which 
any circle is met by the line at infinity; then FA, FB are 
tangents to the conic. 

Ex. 1. The locus of the centre of a If a conic be described through two 
circle touching two given circles is a hy- fixed points A , B, and touching two given 
perbola, having the centres of the given conics which also pass through those 
circles for foci. points, the locus of the pole of AB is a 

’ conic trucking the four lines CA, CB, 

C’A , CM, where C, 6", are the poles of 
AB with regard to the two given conics. 

In this example we substitute for the word * circle, * “conic through two fixed 
points A, B” (Art. 257), and for the word ‘centre/ “ pole of the line ABA (Art. 154). 

Ex. 2. Given the focus and two points Given two tangents, and two points 
of a conic section, the intersection of tan- on a conic, the locus of the intersection 
gents at those points will lie on a fixed of tangents at those points is a right line, 
line. (Art. 191). 

Ex. 3. Given a focus and two tan- Given two fixed points A, B ; two tan- 
gents to a conic, the locus of the other gents FA, FB passing one through each 
focus is a right line. (This follows from point, and two other tangents to a conic; 
Art. 189). the locus of the intersection of the other 

tangents from A , B, is a right line. 

Ex. 4. If a triangle circumscribe a If two triangles circumscribe a conic, 
parabola, the circle circumscribing the their six vertices lie on the same conic.* 
triangle passes through the focus, Cor. 4, 

Art. *223. 

Por if the focus be F, and the two circular points at infinity A, B, the triangle 
FAB is a second triangle whose three sides touch the parabola. 

Ex. 5. The locus of the centre of a Given one tangent, and three points 
circle passing through a fixed point, and on a conic, the locus of the intersection 
touching a fixed line, is a parabola of of tangents at any two of these points is 
which the fixed point is the focus. a conic inscribed in the triangle formed 

by those points. 

*_ eas % proved directly. Take a side of each triangle and, by the anhar- 

monic property of the tangents of a conic, these lines are cut homographically by the 
other four sides ; whence it may easily be seen that the pencils joining the opposite 
vertices of each triangle to the other four are homographic: 
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Ex. 6. Given four tangents to a conic. Given four tangents to a conic, the 
the locus of the centre is the line joining locus of the pole of any line is the line 
the middle points of the diagonals of tlie joining the fourth harmonics of the points 
quadrilateral. where the given line meets the diagonals 

of the quadrilateral. 

It follows from our definition of a focus, that if two conics have the same focus, 
this point will be an intersection of common tangents to them, and will possess the 
properties mentioned at the end of Art. 264-. Also, that if two conics have the same 
focus and directrix, they may be considered as two conics having double contact with 
each other, and may be projected into concentric circles. 


356. Since angles winch are constant in any figure will in 
general not be constant in the projection of that figure, we pro- 
ceed to show what property of a projected figure may be inferred 
when any property relating to the magnitude of angles is given ; 
and we commence with the case of the right angle. 

Let the equations of two lines at right angles to each other 
be x = 0, y — 0, then the equation which determines the direction 
of the points at infinity on any circle is x 2 -t- 2 / 2 = 0, or 

^-+-yV~i — 6, x— 2/ — 1 = 0. 

Hence (Art. 57) these four lines form a harmonic pencil. 
Hence, given four points A, B , <7, D 7 of a line cut harmonically, 
where A 7 B may be real or imaginary, if these points be trans- 
ferred by a real or imaginary projection, so that A , B may 
become the two imaginary points at infinity on any circle, then 
any lines through G } B will be projected into lines at right 
angles to each other. Conversely, any two lines at right angles 
to each other will he projected into lines which cut harmonically 
the line joining the two fixed points which are the projections of 
the imaginary points at infinity on a circle . 


Ex. 1. The tangent to 
right angles to the radius. 


circle is at Any chord of a conic is cut harmoni- 
cally by any tangent, and by the line 
joining the point of contact of that tan- 
gent to the pole of the given chord. 
(Art. 146). 4 

For the chord of the conic is supposed to be the projection of feline at infin^y 
in the plane of the circle ; the paints where the chor naee s . e a ^ ^ 

projections of the imaginary points at infinity on the circle; a P 

chord will be the projection of the centre of the circle. 

Ex. 2. Any right line drawn through _ Any right line ^ 

the focus of a conic is at right angles line joining i 8 P° ® ’ form 

to the line joining its pole to the focus, the two angen s 
f Art 1921 a harmonic pencil. (Art. 146). 

' It to evident that the first of these properties is only a particular case of the 
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second, if we recollect that the tangents from the focus are the lines joining the 
focus to the two imaginary points on any circle. 

Ex. 3. Let ns apply Ex. 6 of the last Article to determine the locus of the pole 
of a given line with regard to a system of confocal conics. Being given the two 
foci, we are given a quadrilateral circumscribing the conic (Ait. 258a) • one of the 
diagonals of this quadrilateral is the line joining the foci, therefore (Ex. 6) one point 
on the locus is the fourth harmonic to the point where the given line cuts the dis- 
tance between the foci. Again, another diagonal is the line at infinity, and since 
the extremities of this diagonal are the points at infinity on a circle, therefore by the 
present Article the locus is perpendicular to the given line. The locus is, therefore, 
completely determined. 

Ex. 4. Two confocal conics cut each If two conics be inscribed in the same 
other at right angles. quadrilateral, the two tangents at any of 

their points of intersection cut any dia- 
gonal of the circumscribing quadrilateral 
harmonically. 

The last theorem is a case of the reciprocal of Ex. 1, Art. 345. 


Ex. 5. The locus of the intersection The locus of the intersection of tan- 
of two tangents to a central conic, which gents to a conic, which divide liarmoni- 
cut at right angles, is a circle. cally a given finite right line AB, is a 

conic through A, IS. 

The last theorem may, by Art. 146, be stated otherwise thus : “The locus of a 
point 0, such that the line joining 0 to the pole of AO may pans through B, is a 
conic through A, J3 and the truth of it is evident directly, by taking four positions 
of the line, when we see, by Ex. 2, Art. 207, that the anhannonic ratio of four lines 
AO is equal to that of four corresponding lines BO. 


Ex. 6. The locus of the intersection If in the last example AB touch the 
of tangents to a parabola, which cut at given conic, the locus of 0 will bo the 
right angles, is the directrix. line joining the points of contact of tan- 

gents from A, B, 

Ex. 7. The circle circumscribing a tri- If two triangles are both self-con- 
angle self-con jugate with regard to an jugate with regard to a conic, their six 
equilateral hyperbola passes through the vertices lie on a conic, 
centre of the curve. (Ex. 5, Art. 228). 

The fact that the asymptotes of an equilateral hyperbola are at right angles may 
be stated, by this Article, that the line at infinity cuts the curve in two points which 
are harmonically conjugate with respect to A, B, the imaginary circular points at 
infimty. And since the centre C is the pole of AB, the triangle CAB is self-conjugate 
with regard to the equilateral hyperbola. It follows, by reciprocation, that the six 
sides of two self-conjugate triangles touch the same conic. 


nx. 8. it trom any point on a conic 
two lines at right angles to each other be 
drawn, the chord joining their extremities 
passes through a fixed point. (Ex. 2 
Art. 1S1). ’ 


j-i. u xiannonic pencil u, 
any point on a conic, two lege of which 
are fixed, the chord joining the extremities 
of the other legs will pass through a fixed 
point. 


, ' \ P ° mtS ?’ C 0a a COnic ’ and a harmonic ratio, Id 

hsrfA P °‘ n > T^’ the in “ ion o* tangents at c. But the 
ia ablw X 7 dlrec%: for let the lino « meet bd in K, then, since 

hut so^ikewise’murt'the^m' ^ “ CUt9 M in the fourth harmonic to J8T: 

point. As a particular caw therefore these tangents meet M in the same 

po t. AS a particular case of this theorem T e hare the following : “ Through a fixed 
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point on a conic two lines are drawn, making equal angles with a fixed line, the chord 
joining their extremities will pass through a fixed point.” 


357. A system of 'pairs of right lines drawn through a pointy 
so that the lines of each pair malce equal angles with a fixed line , 
cuts the line at infinity in a system of points in involution , of 
which the two points at infinity on any circle form one pair of con- 
jugate points* For they evidently cut any right line in a system 
of points in involution, the foci of which are the points where the 
line is met by the given internal and external bisector of every 
pair of right lines. The two points at infiiiity just mentioned 
belong to the system, since they also are cut harmonically by 
these bisectors. 

The tangents from any point to a The tangents from, any point to a 
system of confocal conics make equal system of conics inscribed in the same 
angles with two fixed lines. (Art. 180). quadrilateral cut any diagonal of that 

quadrilateral in a system of points in 
involution of which the two extremities 
of that diagonal are a pair of conjugate 
points. (Art. 844). 

358. Two lines ichich contain a constant angle cut the line 
joining the two points at infinity on a circle , so that the anhar- 
monic ratio of the four points is constant . 

For the equation of two lines containing an angle 9 being 
cc = 0, 3 / = 0, the direction of the points at inSnity on any circle 
is determined by the equation 

x l + y l -1- 2 xy cos 9 = 0 ; 

and, separating this equation into factors, we see, by Art. 57, that 
the anharmonic ratio of the four lines is constant if 9 be constant. 


Ex. 1. “The angle contained in the same segment of a circle is constant.” We 
see, by the present Article, that this is the form assumed by the anharmonic property 
of four points on a circle when two of them are at an infinite distance. 


Ex. 2. The envelope of a chord of a 
conic which subtends a constant angle 
at the focus is another conic having the 
same focus and the same directrix. 


Ex. 3. The locus of the intersection 
of tangents to a parabola which, cut at 
a given angle is a hyperbola having the 
same focus and the same directrix. 


If tangents through any point 0 meet 
the conic in T, T' t and there be taken 
on the conic two points A, B , such that 
[O.ATBT'} is constant, the envelope of 
AB is a conic touching the given conic 
in the points T, T\ 

If a finite line AB , touching a conic 
be cut by two tangents in a given an- 
harmonic ratio, the locus of their inter- 
section is a conic touching the given conic 
at the points of contact of tangents from 
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Ex. i. If from tlie focus of a conic a If a variable tangent to a conic meet 
line be drawn making a given angle with two fixed tangents in T, T', and a fixed 
any tangent, the locus of the point where line in M, and there be taken on it a 
it meets°it is a circle. point P, such that [PTMT'} may he oon- 

stant, tlie locus o:f P is a conic passing 
through, tlie points where the fixed tan- 
gents meet the fixed line. 

A particular case of this theorem is : “The locus of the point where the intercept 
of a variable tangent between two fixed tangents is cut in a given ratio is a hyper- 
bola whose asymptotes are parallel to the fixed tangents.’ 7 

Ex. 5. If from a fixed point 0 , OP be Given the anharmonic ratio of a pencil 
drawn to a given circle, and TP be drawn three of whose legs pass through fixed 
making the angle TPO constant, the points, and whose vertex moves along a 
envelope of TP is a conic having 0 for its given conic, passing through two of the 
f ocus# points, the envelope of the fourth leg is 

a conic touching tlie lines joining these 
two to the third fixed point. 

A particular case of this is: “If two fixed points A, B on a conic be joined to 
a variable point P, and tlie intercept made by the joining chords on a fixed line be 
cut in a given ratio at M t the envelope of PM is a conic touching parallels through 
A and J3 to the fixed line. 

Ex. 6. If from a fixed point 0 , OP be Given the anharmonic ratio of a pencil, 
drawn to a given right line, and the angle three of whose legs pass through fixed 
TPO be constant, the envelope of TP is points, and whose vertex moves along a 
a parabola having 0 for its focus, fixed line, the envelope of the fourth leg 

is a conic touching the three sides of the 
triangle formed by the given points. 

359. We have now explained the geometric method by 
which, from the properties of one figure, may be derived those 
of another figure which corresponds to it (not as in Chap. XV., 
so that the points of one figure answer to the tangents of the 
other, but) so that the points of one answer to the points of the 
other, and the tangents of one to the tangents of the other. 
All this might be placed on a purely analytical basis. If any 
curve be represented by an equation in trilinear coordinates, 
referred to a triangle whose sides are a, S, c, and if we interpret 
this equation with regard to a different triangle of reference 
whose sides are a\ b\ c\ we get a new curve of the same degree 
as the first and the same equations which establish any pro- 
perty of the first curve will, when differently interpreted, establish 

It is easy to see that the equation of the new curve referred to the old triangle 
is got by substituting in the given equation for a, y; lu+mfi + ny, V a + m'p + n'y, 
l a + + n"y, where la + m(3 + ny represents the line which is to correspond to 

c. Eor fuller information on this method of transformation see Higher Plane 
Curves , Chap. vm. 
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a corresponding property of the second. In this manner a 
right line in one system always corresponds to a right line in 
the other, except in the case of the equation aa 4 5/3 + cy = 0 , 
which in the one system represents an infinitely distant line’ 
m the other a finite line. And, in like manner, da + b'& + 07 , 
which represents an infinitely distant line in the second system 
lepresents a finite line in the first system. In working with 
trilinear coordinates, the reader can hardly have failed to take 
notice how the method itself teaches him to generalize all 
theorems in which the line at infinity is concerned. Thus 
(see Art. 278} if it be required to find the locus of the centre 
of a conic, when four points or four tangents are given, this 
is done by finding the locus of the pole of the line at infinity 
aa 4 bj3 4 cy, and the very same process gives the locus under 
the same conditions of the pole of any line \a-by,/3 + vy. 

We saw (Art. 59) that the anharmonie ratio of a pencil 
P— 7cP\ P — ZP', &c. depends only on the constants 7r, Z, and is 
not changed if P and P' are supposed to represent different right 
lines. We can infer then, that in the method of transformation 
which we are describing, to a penciLof four lines in the one 
system answers in the other system a pencil having the same 
anharmonie ratio; and that to four points on a line correspond 
four points whose anharmonie ratio is the same. 

An equation, 8= 0 , which represents a circle in the one 
system will, in general, not represent a circle in the other. 
But since any other circle in the first system is represented 
by an equation of the form 

8 4 * (aa +- 5/3 + cy) (\a 4 • ftfi + vy) = 0 , 

all curves of the second system answering to circles in' the 
first will have common the two points common to 8 and 
aa 4- 6/3 4 cy, 

360. In this way we are led, on purely analytical grounds, to 
the most important principles, on the discovery and application 
of which the merit of Poncelet’s great work consists. The 
principle of continuity (in virtue of which properties of a figure, 
in which certain points and lines are real, are asserted to be 
true even when some of these points and lines are imaginary) 
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is more easily established on analytical than on purely geo- 
metrical grounds. In fact, the processes of analysis take no 
account of the distinction between real and imaginary, so im- 
portant in pure geometry. The processes, for example, by which, 
in Chap, xiv., we obtained the properties of systems of conics 
represented by equations of forms S — kaft or S = M 1 are un- 
affected, whether we suppose a and ft to meet S in real or 
imaginary points. And though from any given property of a 
system of circles we can obtain, by a real projection, only a 
property of a system of conics having two imaginary points 
common, yet it is plainly impossible to prove such a property by 
general equations without proving it, at the same time, for conics 
having two real points common. The analytical method of 
transformation, described in the last article, is equally applicable 
if we wish real points in one figure to correspond to imaginary 
points on the other. Thus, for example, a 2 -j- denotes a 

curve met by 7 in imaginary points ; hut if we substitute for 
a, /3; P± Q V(— and for 7 , 12, where P, Q, denote right 
lines, we get a curve met in real points by B the line corre- 
sponding to 7 . 

The chief difference in the application of the method of 
projections, considered geometrically and considered algebrai- 
cally, is that the geometric method would lead us to prove a 
theorem, first for the circle or some other simple state of the 
figure, and then infer a general theorem by projection. The 
algebraic method finds it as easy to prove the general theorem 
as the simpler one, and would lead us to prove the general 
theorem first, and afterwards infer the other as a particular 
case. 


THEORY OF THE SECTIONS OF A CONE. 

361. The sections of a cone by parallel planes are similar . 
Let the line joining the vertex 0 to any fixed point A in one 
plane meet the other in the point a; and let radii vectores be 
drawn from A, a to any other two corresponding points B ) b . 
Then, from the similar triangles OAB, Oab , AB is to db in the 
constant ratio OA : Oa ; and since every radius vector of the one 
curve is parallel and in a constant ratio to the corresponding 
radius vector of the other, the two curves are similar (Art. 233). 


THE METHOD OF PROJECTION. 


327 


Cor. If a cone standing on a circular base be cut by any 
plane parallel to the base, the section will be a circle. This 
is evident as before; we may, if we please, suppose the points 
A, a the centres of the curves. 

862. A section of a cone , standing on a circular base , may 
le either an ellipse , hyperbola , or parabola, 

A cone of the second degree is said to be right if the line 
joining the vertex to the centre of the circle which is taken for 
base be perpendicular to the plane of that circle ; in which case 
this line is called the axis of the cone. If this line be not per- 
pendicular to the plane of the base, the cone is said to be oblique . 
The investigation of the sections of an oblique cone is exactly the 
same as that of the sections of a right cone, but we shall treat 
them separately, because the figure in the latter case being more 
simple will be more easily understood by the learner, who may at 
first find some difficulty in the conception of figures in space. 

Let a plane ( OAB) be drawn through the axis of the cone 
00 perpendicular to the plane of the 
section, so that both the section MSsN 
and the base ASB are supposed to 
be perpendicular to the plane of the 
paper; the line BS, in which the 
section meets the base, is, therefore, 
also supposed perpendicular to the 
plane of the paper. Let us first 
suppose the line MN ) in which the 
section cuts the plane OAB to meet 
both the sides OA , 02?, as in the figure, on the same side of 
the vertex. 

ISTow let a plane parallel to the base be drawn at any other 
point s of tbe section. Then we have (Euc. ill. 35) the square 
of US, the ordinate of the circle, = AR.RB, and in like manner 
rs 2 = ar,rb. But from a comparison of the similar triangles 
ARM , arM ; BEN , IrN , it can at once be proved that 
AR.RB : MR.RN :: ar.rh : Mr.rN. 

Therefore BS 2 : rs* :: MR. BN : Mr.rN 

Hence the section MSsN is such that the square of any ordinate 
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rs is to the rectangle under the parts in which it cuts the line 
MN in the constant ratio RS 2 : MR.RN. 

Hence it can immediately be inferred 
(Art. 149) that the section is an ellipse, 
of which MN is the axis major, while 
the square of the axis minor is to MN 2 
in the given ratio 

JtS 2 : MR. UN 

Secondly. Let MN meet one of the 
sides OA 'produced. The proof proceeds 
exactly as before, only that now we prove 
the square of the ordinate rs in a constant 
ratio to the rectangle Mr.rN under the 
parts into which it cuts the line MN pro- 
duced. The learner will have no difficulty 
in proving that the locus will in this 
case be a hyperbola, consisting evidently of the two opposite 
branches NsS, Ms'S'. 

Thirdly. Let the line MN bo, parallel 
to one of the sides. In this case, since 
AR — ar , and RB : rb:: RN : rN, we have 
the square of the ordinate rs (=ar.rb) to 
the abscissa rN m the constant ratio 

RS' 2 AR .RB ) : RN. 

The section is therefore a parabola* 

363. It is evident that the projections of the tangents at the 
points A, B of the circle are the tangents at the points M, N of 




* Those •who first treated of conic sections only considered the case when a right 
cone is cut by a plane perpendicular to a side of the cone ; that is to say, when MN 
is perpendicular to OB, Conic sections were then divided into sections of a right* 
angled, acute, or obtuse-angled cone; and according to Eutoehius, the commentator 
on Apollonius, were called parabola, ellipse, or hyperbola, according as the angle of 
the core was equal to, less than, or exceeded a right angle. (See the passage cited 
in full, Walton's Examples , p. 428). It was Apollonius who first showed that all 
three sections could be made from one cone; and who, according to Pappus, gave 
them the names parabola, ellipse, and hyperbola, for the reason stated, Art. 194. The 
authority of Eutochius, who was more than a century later than Pappus, may not 
be very great, but the name parabola was used by Archimedes, who was prior to 
Apollonius. 
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the conic section (Art. 348) ; now in the case of the parabola the 
point M and the tangent at it go off to infinity ; we are therefore 
again led to the conclusion that every parabola has one tangent 
altogether at an infinite distance . 

364. Let the cone now be supposed oblique. The plane of 
the paper is a plane drawn through the line 00 , perpendicular to 
the plane of the circle A QSB. Now let 
the section meet the base in any line QS, 
draw a diameter LK bisecting QS, and 
let the section meet the plane OLK in the 
line MN ) then the proof proceeds exactly 
as before ; we have the square of the ordi- 
nate j RS equal to the rectangle LR.RK ; 
if we conceive a plane, as before, drawn 
parallel to the base (which, however, is left 
out of the figure in order to avoid render- 
ing it too complicated), we have the square 
of any other ordinate rs equal to the corresponding rectangle 
Ir.rlc* and we then prove by the similar triangles KRM , krll 5 
LRN , IrN, in the plane OLK , exactly as in the case of the right 
cone, that I?$ 2 ; rs\ as the rectangle under the parts into which 
each ordinate divides MN, and that therefore the section is a 
conic of which MJSf is the diameter bisecting QS , and which is an 
ellipse when MN meets both the lines OL, OK on the same side 
ot the vertex, a hyperbola when it meets them on different sides 
of the vertex, and a parabola when it is parallel to either. 

In the proof just given QS is supposed to intersect the circle 
in real points ; if it did not, we have only to take, instead of the 
circle AB, any other parallel circle ab, which does meet the sec- 
tion in real points, and the proof will proceed as before. 

365. We give formal proofs of the two following theorems, 
though they are evident by the principle of continuity : 

I. If a circular section he cut by any plane in a line QS, 
the diameters conjugate to QS in that plane , and in the plane of 
the circle , meet QS in the same point. When qs meets the circle 
in real points, the diameter conjugate to it in every plane must 
evidently pass through its middle point r. We have therefore 

urn 
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only to examine the case where QS does not meet in real 
points. It was proved (Art. 361) that the diameter df which 
bisects chords, parallel to qs^ of any ciiculai section, will be pio- 
jected into a diameter DF bisecting* 
the parallel chords of any parallel 
section. The locus therefore of the 
middle points of all chords of the 
cone parallel to qs is the plane Odf. 

The diameter therefore, conjugate 
to QS in any section, is the inter- 
section of the plane Odf with the 
plane of that section, and must 
pass through the point R in which 
QS meets the plane ODf 

II. In the same case , if the diameters conjugate to QS in the 
circle , and in the other section , he cut into see/ merits RD , IlF ; Hfl, 
Ilk; the rectangle DR.RF is to gR.RJc as the square of the dia- 
meter of the section 'parallel to QS is to the square of the conjugate 
diameter . This is evident when qs meets the circle in real 
points; since rs* — dr.rf. In general, we have just proved that 
the lines gJc , df DF^ lie in one plane passing through the vertex. 
The points D, d are therefore projections of g ; that is to say, 
they lie in one right line passing through the vertex. We have 
therefore, by similar triangles, as in Art. 364, 

dr.rf : DR . RF :: gr. rk : gR . Rk ; 

and since dr.rf is to gr.rlc as the squares of the parallel semi- 
diameters, DR.RF is to gR.RJc in the same ratio. 

If the section gskq and the line QS be given, this theorem 
enables us to find DR.RF , that is to say, the square of the 
tangent from R to the circular section whose plane passes 
through QS. 

366. Given any conic gslcq and a line TL in its plane not 
cutting it , we can project it so that the conic may become a circle , 
and the line may he projected to infinity . 

To do this, it is evidently necessary to find 0 the vertex of 
a cone standing on the given conic, and such that its sections 
parallel to the plane OTL shall be circles. If or then any of 
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these parallel sections would be a projection fulfilling the con- 
ditions of the problem. Now, if TL meet the conjugate dia- 
meter in the point L 7 it follows from the theorem last proved 
that the distance OL is given; for, since the plane OTL is 
to meet the cone in an infinitely small circle, OL 2 is to gL.Lk 
in the ratio of the squares of two known diameters of the section. 
OL must also lie in the plane perpendicular to TL 7 since it is 
parallel to the diameter of a circle perpendicular to TL . And 
there is nothing else to limit the position of the point 0, which 
may lie anywhere in a known circle in the plane perpendicular 
to TL. 


367. If a sphere he inscribed in a right cone touching the 
plane of any section , the point of contact will be a focus of that 
section , and the corresponding directrix will he the intersection of 
the plane of the section with the plane of contact of the cone with 
the sphere . 

Let spheres be both inscribed and exscribed between the 
cone and the plane of the section. Now, if 
any point P of the section be joined to the' 
vertex, and the joining line meet the planes 
of contact in Dd , then we have PD = PF 7 
since they are tangents to the same sphere, and, 
similarly, Pd=PF' 7 therefore PF+PF'—Dd, 
which is constant. The point (R) 7 where FF' 
meets AB produced, is a point on the direc- 
trix, for by the property of the circle NFMR 
is cut harmonically, therefore B is a point on the polar of F. 

It is not difficult to prove that the parameter of the section 
MPN is constant, if the distance of the plane from the vertex 


o 



be constant. 

Cor. The locus of the vertices of all right cones, out of 
which, a given ellipse can be cut, is a hyperbola passing through 
the foci of tlxe ellipse. For the difference of JfO and NO, is 
constant, being equal to the difference between MF and NF 

* By the help of this principle, Mr. Mulcahy showed how to derive properties of 
angles subtended at the focus of a conic from properties of small circles of a sphere. 
Bor example, it is known that if through any point P, on the surface of * sphere^ • 
great circle be drawn, cutting a small circle in the points A B, then tan 
is constant. Now, let us take a cone whose base is the small circle, and whose vertex 


332 


the method of projection. 


ORTHOGONAL PROJECTION. 

368. If from all the points of any figure perpendiculars be 
let fall on any plane, their feet will trace out a figure which is 
called the orthogonal projection of the given figure. The ortho- 
gonal projection of any figure is, therefore, a right section of a 
cylinder passing through the given figure. 

All parallel lines are in a constant ratio to their orthogonal 
projections on any plane. 

For (see fig. p. 3) MM r represents the orthogonal projection 
of the line PQ , and it is evidently = PQ multiplied by the cosine 
of the angle which PQ makes with MM\ 

All lines parallel to the intersection of the plane of the figure, 
■with the plane on which it is projected are equal to their orthogonal 
projections . 

For since the intersection of the planes is itself not altered 
by projection, neither can any line parallel to it. 

The area of any figure in a given plane is in a constant ratio 
to its orthogonal projection on another given plane. 

For, if we suppose ordinates of the figure and of its pro- 
jection to be drawn perpendicular to the intersection of the 
planes, every ordinate of the projection is to the correspond- 
ing ordinate of the original figure in the constant ratio of 
the cosine of the angle between the planes to unity; and it 
will he proved, in Chap, xix., that if two figures he such that 
the ordinate of one is in a constant ratio to the corresponding 
ordinate of the other, the areas of the figures are in the 
same ratio. 

Any ellipse can he orthogonally projected into a circle . 

For, if we take the intersection of the plane of projection with 
the plane of the given ellipse parallel to the axis minor of that 
ellipse, and if we take the cosine of the angle between the planes 


is the centre of the sphere, and let us cut this cone by any plane, and we learn that 
“ if through a point p, in the plane of any conic, a line be drawn cutting the conic 
in the points a, b, then the product of the tangents of the halves of the angles which 
a P> t>p subtend at the vertex of the cone will be constant.” This property will be 
true of the vertex of any right cone, out of which the section can be cut, and, 
therefore, since the focus is a point in the locus of such vertices, it must be true 
that tan lafp tan \bfp is constant (see p. 210). 
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= - , then every line parallel to the axis minor will be unaltered 

(X 

by projection, but every line parallel to the axis major will 
be shortened in the ratio h \ the projection, will, therefore 
(Art. 163), be a circle, whose radius is J. 


369. We shall apply the principles laid down in the last 
Article to investigate the expression for the radius of a circle 
circumscribing a triangle inscribed in a conic, given Ex. 7, 

p. 220.* 

Let the sides of the triangle be a, /3, y, and its area then, 
by elementary geometry, 


J8 = 


4 A * 


Now let the ellipse be projected into a circle whose radius is S, 
then, since this is the circle circumscribing the projected triangle, 
we have 




4 A' * 


But, since parallel lines are in a constant ratio to their projec- 
tions, wc have 

ol : a :: b : b\ 

13': 1 3 :: 6 : V', 

y': y::8:&'"; 

and since (Art. 368) -4' is to A as the area of the circle (= wZr) 
to the area of the ellipse (~ 7r&&) (see chap, xix.), we have 

A' : A :: b : a. 


Hence 

and therefore 


4,4' 4u4 

_ iW 

jLt — 7 • 

ab 


? 


This proof of Mr. MacCuHagh’s theorem is due to Dr. Graves. 
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INVARIANTS AND CO VARIANTS OF SYSTEMS OF CONICS. 

370. It was proved (Art. 250) that if 8 and S' represent 
two conics, there are three values of Ic for which kS - f S' re- 
presents a pair of right lines. Let 

S—ax 2 4% 2 4c£ 2 4 2 f\jz + 2gzx 4 2hxy, 

8 ' = cix 2 4 Vy* 4 cV 4 %fyz 4 2 g'zx 4 2 lixy. 

We also write 

A = ale 4 2 fyli — ft/ 2 — Iff — c7^ 2 , 

A' = a'l'c' 4 2/y// - a'f 2 - Vf 1 - c7/ 2 . 

Then the values of Ic in question are got by substituting ha-\- a\ 
Jcb 4 &c. for ft, l ) &c. in A = 0. We. shall write the resulting 
cubic A/c 3 4- QJc” + &h + A' = 0. 

The value of ©, found by actual calculation, is 
(5c -f) a' + (ca-f) ¥ + («5 - F) c' 

+ 2 (gh- af)f + 2 [hf- bg) cf + 2 [fg - oh) ¥ ; 

or, using the notation of Art. 151, 

Aa' + BF + Cc' + 2Ff' + 2 Gg' +2 Eh'-, 

or, again, 

' ^A ,, FA d\ dA , , <?A ?/ c?A 

° S- + 5 2T + 0 * +/ ,// +? i , + k dk' . 

as is also evident from Taylor’s theorem. The value of 0' is 
got from 0 by interchanging accented and unaccented letters, 
and may be written 

0' = A r a 4 B’b 4 C'c 4 2F'f+ 2 G'g 4 2 Elu 

If we eliminate Ic between 7c8 4 8 r = 0, and the cubic which 
determines the result 

A S' 3 - ®S' 2 S 4 ®'8'S 2 - A'# 3 = 0, 

(an equation evidently of the sixth degree), denotes the three 
pairs of lines "which join the four points of intersection of the 
two conics (Art. 238). 
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Ex. To find the locus of the intersection of normals to a conic, at the extremities 
of a chord which passes through a given point a/3. Let the curve he S = 4- — 1 

then the points whose normals pass through a given point x'y' are determined (Art. 181, 
Ex. 1) as the intersections of S with the hyperbola S' = L 2 (crxy- f b-y'x-a-x’y). We can 
then, by this article, form the equation of the six chords which join the feet of 
normals through x'y f , and expressing that this equation is satisfied for the point af 3, 
we have the locus required. 

We have A = — , 0 = 0. 0' = — (uV 2 + Z>V 2 - c 4 ), A' = — 2 aSh-c-x’y'. 

a-b 2 

The equation of the locus is then 

(a 2 fix — b 2 ay — c 2 a/3) 3 4- 2 [oSx 1 4- bhf- — c 4 ) (a- fix — l- ay — c-afi ) 4- — 1 ^ 

4- 2 a?b 2 c-xy (^2 + “ 1 ) “ 

which represents a curve of the third degree. If the given point be on either axis, 
the locus reduces to a conic, as may be seen by making a = 0 in the preceding equa- 
tion. It is also geometrically evident, that in this case the axis is part of the locus. 
The locus also reduces to a conic if the point be infinitely distant ; that is to say, 
when the problem is to find the locus of the intersection of normals at the extremities 
of a chord parallel to a given line. 

371. If on transforming to any new set of coordinates, 
Cartesian or trilinear, S and S' become S and S', it is manifest 
that IcS S' becomes 7cS-\-~S') and that the coefficient 7c is not 
affected. It follows that the values of 7c, for which kS+ S' 
represents right lines, must be the same, no matter in what 
system of coordinates S and S' are expressed. Hence, then, 
the ratio between any two coefficients in the cubic for 7c, found 
in the last Article, remains unaltered when we transform from 
any one set of coordinates to another.* The quantities A, 0, 
©', A' are on this account called invariants of the system ot 
conics. If then, in the case of any two given conics, having 
by transformation brought S and S' to their simplest form, and 
having calculated A, 0, ©', A', we find any homogeneous rela- 
tion existing between them, we can predict that the same relation 
will exist between these quantities, no matter to what axes the 
equations are referred. It will be found possible to express in 

* It may be proved by actual transformation that if in S and S' vre substitute 
for x,y, z ; lx 4- my 4 - nz, Vx 4- m'y 4- n'z, l"x 4- m"y 4- n'% the quantities A,0, 0 A 
for the transformed system, are equal to those for the old, respectively multiplie by 
the square of the determinant 
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terms of the same four quantities the condition that the conics 
should he connected by any relation, independent of the position 
of the axes, as is illustrated in the next Article. 

The following exercises in calculating the invariants A, 0, 
©', A', include some of the cases of most frequent occurrence. 


Ex. 1. Calculate the invariants when the conics are referred to their common 
self- con j ngate trian gle. We may take 

S = ax 2 4- by 2 4 - cz 2 , S' = a'x 2 4 b'y 2 4* c'z 2 ; 
and we may further simplify the equations by writing x , y, z, instead of x <j(a'), 
y 4 ip')) z so as to bring S' to the form x 2 4 y 2 + z 2 . We have then 

A = ctbc : Q — be + co . 4 ab, 0' = a 4* 6 4 c, A' = 1. 

And S 4 7c S' will represent right lines, if 

7c 3 4 7c 2 (a 4 b 4 c) 4- 7c (be 4 ca 4- ab) 4 ale = 0. 

And it is otherwise evident that the three values for which S 4 7cS' represents right 
lines are — a, — b, — c. 

Ex. 2. Let S’, as before, be x 2 -4 y 2 4 z 2 , and let S represent the general equation. 

Ans . 0 = (be — f 2 ) 4 - (ca — g 2 ) + (ab - h 2 ) = A 4 B 4 - C 0' = a+i4-c. 

Ex. 3. Let S and S', represent two circles x 2 + y 2 — r 2 , (x — a ) 2 4 (y - ft) 2 — r’ 2 . 

Ans. A =— r 2 , 0 = a 2 4 ft 2 - 2 r 2 - r' 2 , 0' = a 2 + (3 2 - r 2 - 2r' 2 , A' = - r' 2 . So 
that if D be the distance between the centres of the circles, S 4 7c S' will represent 
right lines if 

r 2 4 ( 2 r 2 4 r ' 2 - D 2 ) k 4 (r 2 4 2r ' 2 - D 2 ) 7c 2 4 r*7>* ~ 0. 

Now since we know that S — S' represents two right lines (one finite, the other 
infinitely distant), it is evident that — 1 must be a root of this equation. And it is 
in fact divisible by 7c 4 1, the quotient being 

r 2 + (r 2 4 r' 2 - D 2 ) 7c 4 r' 2 7c 2 = 0. 


Ex. 4. Let S represent x ~ + — 1, while S' is the circle (x — a) 2 4 (y - ft) 2 — r 2 . 

a 2 b z 


Ans. A = 


1 

' a 2 b 2 ’ 


6 = a 2 b 2 + 


e' = -!+|r 2 -l-r4i + i), &' = -»•*. 

a 2 h 1 \a 2 l 2 ) 7 

Ex. 5. Let S represent the parabola y 2 — Amx, and S' the circle as before. ' 

Ans. A= — Am 2 , 0 = — Am (a 4 m), 0 ' = ft 2 — Ama — r 2 } A' = — r 2 . 


372. To find the condition that two conics S and S' should 
touch each other. When two points, A, Z?, of the four inter- 
sections of two conics coincide, it is plain that the pair of lines 
AG , BD is identical with the pair AD, BG. In this case, then, 
the cubic 

A7/+07c 3 +07; + A'«0, 

must have two equal roots. But it can readily be proved that 
the condition that this should be the case is 

(00' - 9 A A') 2 = 4 {& ~ 3A0') (0' a - 3 A'0), 


1 

•i 
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or 0*0' 2 + ISA A'©©' - 27 A 2 A' 2 - 4A0' 3 - 4A'0 3 = 0, 

which Is the required condition that the conics should touch. 

It is proved, in works on the theory of equations, that the 
left-hand member of the equation last written is proportional 
to the product of the squares of the differences of the roots of 
the equation in h\ and that when it is positive the roots of 
the equation in 1c are all real, but that when it is negative two of 
these roots are imaginary. In the latter case (see Art. 282), 
S and S' intersect in two real and two imaginary points: in 
the former case, they intersect either in four real or four 
imaginary points. These last two cases have not been distin- 
guished by any simple criterion. 

If three points A } C coincide the conics osculate and in 
this case the three pairs of right lines are all identical so that 
the cubic must be a perfect cube; the condition for this are 

= ;~ 77 . The conditions for double contact are of a 
0 0 3A 

different kind and will be got further on. 

Ex. 1. To find by this method the condition that two circles shall touch. Forming 
the condition that the reduced equation (Ex. 3, Art. 371), r 2 -f (r 2 -j- r'~— JJ~)k+ r' 2 £ 2 =0, 
should have equal roots, we got r 2 +• r' 2 — JD 2 = + 2rr' j D = r + r' as is geometrically 
evident. 

Ex. 2. The conditions for contact between two conic* can be shortly found in 
the cases of trinomial equations by identifying the equations of tangents at any 
point given Arts. 127, 130, and are for 

fyz 4- gzx + hxy = 0, 4- 4( m if) + 4L ng ) — 0. + (o m )^ + Q ul )^ — 

for fir) -f- fmy) 4- J(nz) - 0, ax 2 4- by 2 4- cz 2 = 0, 4- + (~)^ = °» 

for ax- 4- by- 4- cz ' 2 = 0, fyz 4- gzx 4- hry = 0, (q/* 2 )^ 4- 4- (ch 2 )^ = 0. 

Ex. 3. Find the locus of the centre of a circle of constant radius touching a given 
conic. "We have only to write for A, A', 0, 0' in the equation of this article, the 
values Ex. 4 and 5, Art. 371 ; and to consider a, (3 as the running coordinates. The 
locus is in general a curve of the eighth degree, but reduces to the sixth in the case of 
the parabola. This curve is the same which we should find by measuring from the 
curve on each normal, a constant length, equal to r. It is sometimes called the curve 
parallel to the given conic. Its evolute is the same as that of the conic. 

The following are the equations of the parallel curves given at full length, which 
may also be regarded as equations giving the length of the normal distances from 
any point to the curve. The parallel to the parabola is 

?>« - {?>y 2 4-cc 2 4- 8 mx - 8m 2 ) r 4 4-, {3/ 4- if (2a; 2 - 2mx + 20m 2 ) 

+ 8m* 3 + 8mV — 32m 3 * + 16>»<} r* - (y 3 - 4m*) 3 {f + (x - t»f} = 0. 

X X. 


338 


INVARIANTS AND COVARIANTS 


Tlie parallel to the ellipse is 

c 4 r 8 - 2c 2 ?* 6 [c 2 (a 2 4- b 2 ) 4- (a 2 - 2Z> 2 ) x 2 4- (2a 2 - 6 2 ) ?y 2 } 

+ r 4 {c 4 (a 4 4- 4a 2 6 2 4- W) - 2c 2 (a 4 - a 2 & 2 4- 3& 4 ) a 2 4- 2c 2 (3a 4 - a% 2 4- W) f 
4- (a 4 — 6a-b 2 4- 6& 4 ) a; 4 4- (Ga 4 — Garb 2 4- b 4 ) y 4 4- (6a 4 — 10a 2 & 2 4 GW) x 2 f } 

+ r 2 {- 2 a 2 b 2 c 4 (a 2 4- 5 2 ) 4- 2c 2 x 2 b 2 (3a 4 - a 2 Z» 2 4- W) - 2c 2 if a 2 (a 4 - a'W + 35 4 ) 

— b 2 x 4 (6a 4 — I0a 2 b 2 4- GW) — ary 4 (Ga 4 — 10a 2 Z» 2 4- GW) 4- x 2 y 2 (4a c — 6a 4 Z> 2 — Ga 2 Z> 4 4* 4J 8 ) 
4- 2J 2 (a 2 - 25 2 ) a 6 - 2 (a 4 - a 2 b 2 4- SW) x 4 y 2 - 2 (3a 4 — a-b 2 4- 6' 1 ) a% 4 4 2a 2 (Z> 2 - 2a 2 ) if) 
4- (b 2 x 2 + ary 2 — a 2 b 2 ) 2 {(a; — c) 2 4- y 1 } {(a? 4- c) 2 4- ?/ 2 } = 0. 

Thus the locus of a point is a conic, if the sum of squares of its normal distances to 
the curve be given. If we form the condition that the equation in r 2 should have 
equal roots, we get the squares of the axes multiplied by the cube of the evolute. If 

we make r = 0, we find the foci appearing as points whose normal distance to the 

curve vanishes. This is to be accounted for by remembering that the distance from 
the origin vanishes of any point on either of tlie lines x 2 4- f = 0. 

Ex. 4. To find the equation of the evolute of an ellipse. Since two of the normals 
coincide which can be drawn through every point on the evolute, we have only to 
express the condition that in Ex. Art. 370 the curves S and S' touch. Now when the 
term Jc 2 is absent from an equation, the condition that A/: 2 4 - 0'/j4~ A 7 should have' 
equal roots reduces to 27 A A' 2 4- 40 73 = 0. The equation of the evolute is therefore 
(arx 1 2 4- b 2 y 2 — c 4 ) 3 4- 27 a 2 b 2 Wx 2 y 2 — 0. (See Art. 218). 

Ex. 5. To find the equation of the evolute of a parabola. "We have hero 
S — y- — 4mx, S' = 2xy 4- 2 (2 m - :r!) y — 4??q/, 

A = — 4m 2 , 0 = 0, 0' = — Am (2m — x), A' = 4 my, 

and the equation of the evolute is 27 my 2 = 4 (x — 2m) 9 . It is to be observed, that the 
intersections of £ and S' include not only the feet of tlie three normals which can he 
drawn through any point, but also the point at infinity on y. And the six chords of 
intersection of S and S' consist of three chords joining the feet of the normals, and 
three parallels to the axis through these feet. Consequently the method used (Ex., 
Art. 570) is not the simplest for solving tlie corresponding problem in the case of the 
parabola. "We get thus the equation found (Ex. 12, Art. 227), but multiplied by the 
factor 4m (2 my + y'x — 2 my') — y'\ 

373. If S' break up into two right lines we have A' = 0, 
and we proceed to examine the meaning in this case of 0 and 0'. 
Let us suppose the two right lines to be x and y ; and, by the 
principles already laid down, any property of the invariants, 
true when the lines of reference are so chosen, will be true in 
general. The discriminant of S -f 2 hxy is got by writing h 4- h 
for h in A, and is A 4- 2k ( fg — ch) — old. Now the coefficient 
of V vanishes when c = 0; that is, -when the point xy lies on 
the curve S. The coefficient of k vanishes when fg = ch ; that 
is (see Ex. 3, Art. 228), when the lines x and y are conjugate with 
respect to S . Thus, then, when S' represents two right lines , A' 
vanishes ; 0 = 0 represents the condition that the intersection of 
the two lines should lie on S ; and 0 = 0 is the condition that the 
two lines should he conjugate with respect to S. 


OF SYSTEMS OF CONICS. 


339 


The condition that A -f 0& + ©7c y should be a perfect square 
is 0’ = 4A©', which, according to the last Article, is the condition 
that either of the two lines represented by S' should touch S. 
This is easily verified in the example chosen, where 0 a — 4A0' 
is found to be equal to {be — / 2 ) [ca — cf). 


Ex. 1. Given five conics S lt S«, &c., it is of course possible in an infinity of ways 
to determine the constants l l3 7 2 , &c., so that 

l l S l + 1>S 2 + 7 Z S 3 + ? 4 & 4 + 7 5 N 5 

may he either a perfect square L 2 , or the product of two lines MK: prove that the 
lines L all touch a fixed conic F, and that the lines I/, N are conjugate with regard 
to V. We can determine F so that the invariant 0 shall vanish for V and each 
of the five conics, since we have five equations of the form 

Aa x 4- Bb l + Cc x 4- 2 Ff x + 2 Gg x + 2Hh l = 0, 
which are sufficient to determine the mutual ratios of A, B, &c., the coefficients in 
the tangential equation of V. Now if we have separately Aa x 4- &c. = 0, Aa 2 4-&c.= 0, 
Aa z 4- &c. = 0, Ac., we have plainly also 

A ( l l a l 4 Ln 2 4- 4 ? 4 <7 4 + 7 5 n 5 ) 4- &c. = 0 ; 

that is to say, 0 vanishes for V and every conic of the system 
l x S x + LS 2 + 1 Z S 3 4- 7 4 £ 4 4 ? 5 S 5 , 

whence by this article the theorem stated immediately follows. If the line M he 
given, N passes through a fixed point,* namely, the pole of M with respect to V. 


Ex. 2. If six lines ?/, z, u } v, w all touch the same conic, the squares are con- 
nected by a linear relation 

7 1 r 2 4- 7 2 y 2 + ^F 2 4- 7 4 « 2 4- 7 5 u 2 4 7 a ?*? 2 0. 

This is a particular case of the last example, but may be also proved as follows : 
Write down the conditions, Art. 151, that the six lines should touch a conic, and 
eliminate the unknown, quantities A, B , &c., and the condition that the lines should 
touch the same conic is found to be the vanishing of the determinant 


X x 2 , m i 2 j v ?i Wu 

X 2 2 , te 2 , V.f, /U 2 l/ 2 , t/ 2 \ 2 , XjjUo 

X 3 2 , Ms 2 ^3 2 j /*3 y 3> ^3X3, X3/A3 

X 4 2 , ju 4 2 , i/ 4 2 , y 4 X 4 , X 4 ju 4 

X 3 2 , P*, v *i Wsi ^5X5, X 5l u 5 

X 6 2 , fx 6 2 , v 6 % fi 6 v& y sX 6 5 X 6 4g 1 . 

But this is also the condition that the squares should be connected by a linear relation. 


Ex. 3. If we are only given four conics S l7 S 2i S 3 , S t1 and seek to determine V, as 
in Ex. 1, so that 8 shall vanish, then, since we have only four conditions, one of the 
tangential coefficients A, &c. remains indeterminate, but we can determine aUte 
rest in terms of that j so that the tangential equation of Vis of the form X -t- 
or V touches four fixed lines. We shall afterwards show directly that in four ways 
we can determine the constants so that 7 1 >S f 1 4* 7 2 S 2 4- 7 3 S 3 4 7 4 $ 4 may e a per ec 


It is easy to see (by taKng for M the line at infinity) that if Mbe a givenline 
it is a definite problem admitting of but one solution to determine the constant, so 
that I,* + &c. shall be of the form MS And Ex. 1 shows that AT is the locus of 
the pole of M with regard to V. Compare Ex. 8, Art. 228. 
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374. To find the equation of the 'pair of tangents at the points 
where S is cut ly any line Ax 4- py 4- vz. The equation of any 
conic having double contact with S, at the points where it meets 
this line, being 7c S 4- (Ax* 4- p y 4* vz) 2 = 0, it is required to deter- 
mine k so -that this shall represent two right lines. .Now it will 

. be easily verified that in this case not only A' vanishes but 0 
also. And if we denote by S the quantity 

A A* 2 4 JBjjd 4* Gv 2 4 ^Ffiv 4 2 Gv A 4 2//Ayu., 

the equation to determine k has two roots = 0, the third root 
being given by the equation 7rA 4- 2 = 0. The equation of the 
pair of tangents is therefore 2# = A (Ax 4 y>y 4- vz)*. It is plain 
that when Ax 4- py + vz touches N, the pair of tangents coincides 
with Ax 4 Ay 4- vz itself; and the condition that this should be 
the case is plainly 2 = 0; as is otherwise proved (Art. 151). 

Under the problem of this Article is included that of finding 
the equation of the asymptotes of a conic given by the general 
trilinear equation. 

375. We now examine the geometrical meaning, in general, 
of the equation 0=0. Let us choose for triangle of reference 
any self-conjugate triangle with respect to S } which must then 
reduce to the form ax 1 -+ hf 4- cz 2 (Art. 258). We have there- 
fore /= 0, <7 = 0, h = 0. The value then of © (Art 370) reduces 
to lea 4* cab' 4 abej and will evidently vanish if we have also 
a=0, 5' = 0, c =0, that is to say, if 6", referred to the same 
triangle, be of the form fyz 4- gzx 4 h’xy. lienee 0 vanishes 
whenever any triangle inscribed in S' is self ’-conjugate with regard 
to S. If we choose for triangle of reference any triangle self- 
conjugate with regard to /$", we have /' = 0, g =0, h! = 0, and 
© becomes 

[be -f) a + {ca - f) V +• (ab — 7r) c' ; 
and will vanish if we have be = / 2 , ca =g\ ab = Ji\ Now be =/'“ 
is the condition that the line x should touch S) hence 0 also 
vanishes if any triangle circumscribing S is self-conjugate with 
regard to S’. In the same manner it is proved that ©' = 0 is the 
condition either that it should be possible to inscribe in S a tri- 
angle self-conjugate with regard to S\ or to circumscribe about S 
a triangle self- conjugate with regard to S. When one of these 
things is possible, the other is so too. 
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A pair of conics connected by the relation 0 = 0 possesses 
another property. Let the point in which meet the lines joining 
the corresponding vertices of any triangle and of its polar tri- 
angle with respect to a conic be called the pole of either 
triangle with respect to that conic; and let the line joining the 
intersections of corresponding sides be called their axis. Then 
if 0 = 0, the pole with respect to S of any triangle inscribed in 
S' will lie on S ' ; and the axis with respect to S' of any tri- 
angle circumscribing S will touch S. For eliminating x , y , z 
in turn between each pair of the equations 

ax + lnj^r gz = 0, hx + by +fz = 0, cjx +fy -f cz = 0, 
we get [r/h -of)x = (/;/- ig) y = [fg - eh) s, 

for the equations of the lines joining the vertices of the triangle 
xyz to the corresponding vertices of its polar triangle with 
respect to S. These equations may be written Fx = Gy — Hz, 


and the coordinates of the pole of the triangle, are 


1 I 
a 5 ir 


Substituting these values in S', in which it is supposed that the 
coefficients a, l', c vanish, we get 2 Ff *f 2 Gig + 2 Hh! = 0, or 
0 = 0. The second part of the theorem is proved in like 


manner. 

Ex. 1. If two triangles be self-conj agate with regard to any conic S', a conic can 
be described passing through their six vertices; and another can be described touch- 
ing their six sides (see Ex. 7, Art. 350). Let a conic be described through the three 
vertices of one triangle and through two of the other, which we take for x, y, z. 
Then, because it circumscribes the first triangle, O' = 0, or a+b+c= 0 (Ex. 2, 
Art. 371), and, because it goes through two vertices of xyz, we have a = 0, b = 0, 
therefore c = 0, or the conic goes through the remaining vertex. The second part 
of the theorem is proved in like manner. 

Ex. 2. The square of the tangent drawn from the centre of a conic to the circle 
circumscribing any self-conjugate triangle is constant, and — a? + b 2 [M. Eaure] 
This is merely the geometrical interpretation of the condition 0—0, found (Ex. 4, 
Art. 371), or + / 3 2 - v 1 = a- + b 2 . The theorem may be otherwise stated thus: 
“Every circle which circumscribes a self-conjugate triangle cuts orthogonally the 
circle which is the locus of the intersection of tangents mutually at right angles. 
For the square of the radius of the latter circle is a- + b 2 . 

Ex. 3. The centre of the circle inscribed in every self-conjugate triangle with 
respect to an equilateral hyperbola lies on the curve. This appears by making 
U l — — u 2 in the condition 0' = 0 (Ex. 4, Art. 371). 

Ex. 4. If the rectangle under the segments of one of the perpendiculars of the 
triangle formed by three tangents to a conic be constant and^ equal to M, the locus 
of the intersection of perpendiculars is the circle x 2 + y- = a 1 4- b- + M. For 0 - 0 
(Ex. i, Art. 371) is the condition that a triangle self-conjugate with regard to the 
circle can be circumscribed about S. But when a triangle is self-conjugate with 
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regard to a circle, the intersection of perpendiculars is the centre of the circle and 
M is the square of the radius (Ex. 3, Art. 278). The locus of the intersection of rect- 
angular tangents is got from this example by making M = 0. 

Ex. 5. If the rectangle under the segments of one of the perpendiculars of a 
triangle inscribed in S be constant, and = J/, the locus of intersection of perpen- 
diculars is the conic concentric and similar with S, S = M 4- ^ [Dr. Hart]. 

This follows in the same way from 0' = 0. 

Ex. 6. Eind the locus of the intersection of perpendiculars of a triangle inscribed 
in one conic and circumscribed about another [Mr. Burnside]. Take for origin the 
centre of the latter conic, and equate the values of M found from Ex. 4 and 5 ; then 
if a' : IS be the axes of the conic 8 in which the triangle is inscribed, the equation of 
. «'-//- 

the locus is x~ + y 2 — a- — u- — S. The locus is therefore a conic, whose axes 

are parallel to those of S, and which is a circle when S is a circle. 

Ex. 7. The centre of the circle circumscribing every triangle, self-conjugate with 
regard to a parabola, lies on the directrix. This and the next example follow from 
0 = 0 (Ex. 5, Art. 371). 

Ex. 8. The intersection of perpendiculars of any triangle circumscribing a para- 
bola lies on the directrix. 

Ex. 9. Given the radius of the circle inscribed in a self-conjugate triangle, the 
locus of centre is a parabola of equal parameter with the given one. 

376. If two conics be taken arbitrarily it is in general not 
possible to inscribe a triangle in one which shall be circum- 
scribed about the other; but an infinity of such triangles can 
be drawn if the coefficients of the conics be connected by a 
certain relation, which we proceed to determine. Let us suppose 
that such a triangle can be described, and let us take it for 
triangle of reference; then the equations of the two conics 
must be reducible to the form 

S = x l + y l -f z l - 2 yz — 2 zx - 2 xy = 0, 

S' — 2fyz + 2 gzx + 2 hxy — 0. 

Forming then the invariants we have 

A = -4, © = 4(/+<7 + 7i), ©' = -(/+ ff + It) 3 , A' = 2 fyh-, 
values which are evidently connected by the relation 0 2 = 4A0'.* 


* This condition was first given by Prof. Cayley ( Philosophical Magazine , vol. VI. 
p. 99) who derived it from the theory of elliptic functions. He also proved, in the 
same way, that if the square root of 7c 3 A 4- &-0 + 7c 0' 4- A', when expanded in powers 
of k, be A -+■ BJc 4- Ch~ 4- &c., then the conditions that it should he possible to have 
a polygon of n sides inscribed in U and circumscribing V } are for n = 8, 5, 7, <fcc. 
respectively 

C- 0, 


= 0. Ac. 


1 C, D 1 

C, A E 

1 2, E 1 = 0. 

E, E, F 


E, F, G 
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This is an equation of the kind (Art. 371) which is unaffected 
by any change of axes ; therefore, no matter what the form in 
which the equations of the conics have been originally given, 
this relation between their coefficients must exist, if they are 
capable of being transformed to the forms here given. Con- 
versely, it is easy to show, as in Ex. 1, Art. 375, that when the 
relation holds © 2 = 4 A©', then if we take any triangle circum- 
scribing S y and two of whose vertices rest on S' , the third must 
do so likewise. 

Ex. 1. Find the condition that two circles may be such that a triangle can be 
inscribed in one and circumscribed about the other. Let JD 2 — r- — r' 2 — G, then the 
condition is (see Ex. 3, Art. 371) 

(G _ r 2 ) 2 -1- 4r 2 (G - r' 2 ) = 0, or ( G 4- r 2 ) 2 = 4rV 2 j 

whence D 2 = r' 2 ± 2 rr', Euler’s well known expression for the distance between the 
centre of the circumscribing circle and that of one of the circles which touch the 
three sides. 

Ex. 2. Find the locus of the centre of a circle of given radius, circumscribing a 
triangle circumscribing a conic, or inscribed in an inscribed triangle. The loci are 
curves of the fourth degree, except that of the centre of the circumscribing circle 
in the case of the parabola, which is a circle whose centre is the focus, as is other- 
wise evident. 

Ex. 3. Find the condition that a triangle may be inscribed in S' whose sides 
touch respectively S + IS S + mS‘, S 4- nS'. Lot 

S = x l + if + z 1 — 2 (l 4- If) yz - 2 (1 4- mg) zx - 2 (1 + nh) xy , 

S' = 2fyz 4 * 2 gzx 4 - ‘Ihxy ; 

then it is evident that S 4- IS ' is touched by x , &c. We have then 
A = — (2 4- If + mg 4- nh ) 2 — 2 Imnjgh, 

0 = 2 (/+ g 4* h) (2 4- f+ mg 4- nh) 4- 2 fgh (mn + nl + bn), 

0' = - (f+ g 4- h) 2 - 2 (l 4- m 4 n)jgh, A' = 2 fgh. 

Whence, obviously, 

{0 — A' (mn 4- nl 4- hi)) 2 = 4 (A 4- ImnA') {©' 4- A' (l 4- m 4- n)}, 
which is the required condition. 

377. To find the condition that the line Xo? -f /zy 4- vz should 
pass through one of the four points common to S and S * This 
is, in other words, to find the tangential equation of these four 
points. Now we get the tangential equation of any conic of 


j D, E [ D, E, F 

\e,f\=o, e, f } G 
F, G, E 


and for n — 4, 6, 8, &c. are 
E = 0 


= 0, <£c. 
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the system S 4 JcS' by writing a 4 ka\ &c. for a, &c 0 in tlie 
tangential equation of S , or 

2 = (be -/*) X 2 4 (ca - /) f 2 4 (ah - h*) v 2 

4 2 (gh — af) fiv 4 2 (bf— bg) vX 4 2 ( — cA) \/4 = 0. 
"We get thus 2 4 4 7s 2 S' = 0, where 

< 1 > = (/>c 4 h’c — 2 jf ') A ,' 2 4 (ca 4 ca — 2 y//') ,u , 2 

4 («F 4 ab — 2 hit) v 2 4 2 (gl i 4 gh — af — af) fxv 
4 2 (hf 4 lif — bg — J'#) vX 4 2 (jft/ 4/‘ , # y — ch' — ch) Xfj,. 

The tangential equation of the envelope of this system is there- 
fore (Art. 29S) <b“ = 422'. But since S 4 and the corre- 
sponding tangential equation, belong to a system of conics 
passing through four fixed points, the envelope of the system is 
nothing but these four points, and the equation d> y =-422' is the 
required condition that the line Xx 4 yy 4 vz should pass through 
one of the four points. The matter may be also stated thus: 
Through four points there can in general be described two 
conics to touch a given line (Art. 345, Ex. 4) ; but if the given 
line pass through one of the four points, both conics coincide 
in one whose point of contact is that point. Now ( I> 2 = 422' is 
the condition that the two conics of the system S 4 hS\ which 
can be drawn to touch \x + 4 ?/ 4 vz , shall coincide. 

It will be observed that 4> = 0 is the condition obtained 
(Art. 335), that the line Xx 4 py 4 vz shall be cut harmonically 
by the two conics. 

378. To find the equation of t e jour common tangents to two 
conics . This is the reciprocal of the problem of the last Article, 
and is treated in the same way. Let 2 and 2' be the tangential 
equations of two conics, then (Art. 298) 2 4^2' represents tan- 
gentially a conic touched by the four tangents common to the 
two given conics. Forming then, by Art. 285, the trilinear 
equation corresponding to 2 4 £2' = 0, we get 

A $ 4 JcF 4 BAS' — 0, 

where 

F = (J5C'4.B # C- IFF) x 2 4 ( CA 4 C A -2 00') y l 

4 (ATT 4 AB — 21111') z* 
4 2 ( GH'+ GH- AF- AF) yz 4 2 (EF' 4 IT F- BG- BG) zx 

4 2 (FG 4 FG- GIT ~~ CTI) xy, 
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the letters A , B , &c. having the same meaning as in Art. 151. 
But A#4 7cE 4* denotes a system of conics whose en- 

velope is F 2 = 4AA'$$' ; and the envelope of the system evi- 
dently is the four common tangents. 

The equation F 2 — 4 A A' $5', by its form denotes a locu3 
touching S and the curve F passing through the points of 
contact. Hence, the eight points of contact of two conics vntk 
their com?non tangents , lie on another conic F. Reciprocally, the 
eight tangents at the points of intersection of two conics envelope 
another conic <1>. 

It will be observed that F = 0 is the equation found, Art. 334, 
of the locus of points, whence tangents to the two conics form 
a harmonic pencil.* 

If S' reduces to a pair of right lines, F represents the pair 
of tangents to S from their intersection. 

Ex. Find the equation of the common tangents to the pair of conics 
ax 2 4- by 4- cz 2 = 0, a'x 2 + b'y 2 4- c'z 2 = 0. 

Here A = 5c, B = ca, C= ab , whence 

F = aa' (< be' + b'c) x 2 4- bh' (ca’ 4- c'a) y 2 4- cc' (ab' + a'b) z\ 
and the required equation is 

{aa' (b'c 4- b'c) x 2 4 W (ca' 4- c'a ) y 2 4- cc' ( ab ' 4- a'b) z 2 } 2 

= 4 abca'b'c' (ax 2 4- by 2 4* cz 2 ) (a'x 2 4- b'y 2 4- c'z 2 ), 
which, is easily resolved into the four factors 

x J{aa' (be')} ± y J{bb' (ca’)} 4 z J{cc' (ab')} = 0. 

378a. If s and S' touch, F touches each at their point of 
contact. This follows immediately from the fact that F passes 
through the points of contact of common tangents to S and S . 
Similarly if S and S / touch in two distinct points, F also has 
double contact with them in these points. This may be verified 
by forming the F of cz* + 2hxy, c r z 2 + 2h r xy which is found to 
be of the same form, viz. 2 cc'hh'z* 4- %hh f (di 4- c'h) xy . 

From what has been just observed, that when S and S 
have double contact, F is of the form IS 4 niS , we can obtain 
a system of conditions that two conics may have double contact. 
For write the general value of F 5 given Art. 334, 
aa 2 + by 2 4 cs 2 4 2fyz 4 2gzx 4 2h xy, 


* I believe I was the first to direct attention to the importance of this conic in 
the theory of two conics. 


YT. 
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then evidently if they have double contact every determinant 
vanishes of the system 

a , b , c , / , <7 , h 
a\ V , c', /, li' 

a ) b , c ; f 5 £> h =0- 

That wlien 8 and /S' have double contact, $, F and /S' are 
connected by a linear relation, may be otherwise seen, as 
follows : When S and /S' have double contact there is a value 
of h for which 7iS+ S' represents two coincident right lines. 
Now the reciprocal of a conic representing two coincident right 
lines vanishes identically. Hence we have 

7c 2 2 4M>H-2' = 0 

identically. But the value of 7^ for which this is the case, is 
the double root of the equation 

7c 3 A -f* 7c 2 0 ■+■ 7c0 -f A' = 0. 

Eliminating 1c between the former equation and the two dif- 
ferentials of the latter we have 2, 2', <1> satisfying the identical 
relation 


S, 


S' 

<r 

CO 

20, 

©' 

©, 

2©', 

3 A' 


When two conics have double contact their reciprocals have 
double contact also ; and it may be seen without difficulty that 
the relation just written between 2, 2', implies the following 
between $, F 


S, 

E , 

S' 

3A, 

2A©', 

© 

©', 

2A'0, 

3A' 


379. The former part of this Chapter has sufficiently shown 
what is meant by invariants, and the last Article will serve 
to illustrate the meaning of the word covariant Invariants 
and covariants agree in this, that the geometric meaning of 
both is independent of the axes to which the questions are 
referred; but invariants are functions of the coefficients only, 
while covariants contain the variables as well. If we are given 
a curve, or system of curves, and have learned to derive from 
their general equations the equation of some locus, 77=0, 
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whose relation to the given curves is independent of the axes 
to which the equations are referred, U is said to be a covariant 
of the given system. Now if we desire to have the equation 
of this locus referred to any new axes, we shall evidently arrive 
at the same result, whether we transform to the new axes the 
equation U= 0, or whether we transform to the new axes the 
equations of the given curves themselves, and from the trans- 
formed equations derive the equation of the locus by the same 
rule that U was originally formed. Tims, if we transform the 
equations of two conics to a new triangle of reference, by 
writing instead of x , ?/, z 7 

lx 4- my 4- nz, I'x -4 my + nz^ Tx 4 wi’y 4 n'z ; 
and if we malce the same substitution in the equation E*=4AA'/S S\ 
we can foresee that the result of this last substitution can only 
differ by a constant multiplier from the equation E 2 = 4 A A'/S /S', 
formed with the new coefficients of S and S'. For either form 
represents the four common tangents. On this property is 
founded the analytical definition of covariants. “ A derived 
function formed by any rule from one or more given functions 
is said to be a covariant, if when the variables in all are trans- 
formed by the same linear substitutions, the result obtained by 
transforming the derived differs only by a constant multiplier 
from that obtained by transforming the original equations and 
then forming the corresponding derived.” 

380. There is another case in which it is possible to predict 
the result of a transformation by linear substitution. If we have 
learned liow to form the condition that the line Xx 4- py 4- vz 
should touch a curve, or more generally that it should hold to 
a curve, or system of curves, any relation independent of the 
axes to which the equations are referred, then it is evident that 
when the equations are transformed to any new coordinates, 
the corresponding condition can he formed by the same rule 
from the transformed equations. But it might also have been 
obtained by direct transformation from the condition first ob- 
tained. Suppose that by transformation Xx 4 py + vz becomes 

' X {lx + my + nz ) 4- (?« + my + n ' z ) + v + n 

and that we write this X'x 4- py 4- v'z } we have 

X' = lX + I'jul + V'v, / = mX 4 m'p 4 m'V, v = nX + rifi + ri'v. 
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Solving these equations, we get equations of the form 

x=zv+iy+£v, /a* jfv+jfy+jfv, 

If then we put these values into the condition as first obtained 
in terms of A, /-t, v, we get the condition in terms of V, ya', v\ 
which can only differ by a constant multiplier from the condition 
as obtained by the other method. Functions of the class here 
considered are called contravaricmts. Contravariants are like 
covariants in this: that any contra variant equation, as for 
example, the tangential equation of a conic (be — / 2 ) A 2 -f &c. = 0 
can be transformed by linear substitution into the equation of 
like form (b'e — f' 2 ) A' 2 &c. = 0, formed with the coefficients 
of the transformed trilinear equation of the conic. But they 
differ in that A, /z, v are not transformed by the same rule as 
x - i y 1 that is, by writing for A, ?A + m/j. + nr, &c., but by the 
different rule explained above. 

The condition <£> = 0 found, Art. 377, is evidently a contra- 
variant of the system of conics S, S'. 

381. It will be found that the equation of any conic co- 
variant with S and S' can be expressed in terms of 5, S' and F ; 
while its tangential equation can be expressed in terms of 2, 2', c £>. 

Ex. 1. To express in terms of S, S', F the equation of the polar conic of S with 
respect to S'. Prom the nature of covariants and invariants, any relation found con- 
necting these quantities, when the equations are referred to any axes, must remain 
true when the equations are transformed. We may therefore refer S and S' to their 
common self-conjugate triangle and write S = ax - 4- by 2 4- cz 2 , S' = x- 4- ;/ + z 2 . It 
will be found then that F = a (b + c) x 2 4- b (c + a ) ;/- + c(« 4- b) z 2 . Now since the 
condition that a line should touch S is bc\~ + cay? 4- abv 2 = 0, the locus of the poles 
with respect to S' of the tangents to S is hex- + cay 2 4- abz 2 = 0. But this may be 
written (bc + ca + ab) (x 2 -\-y 2 + z 2 ) = F. The locus is therefore (Ex. 3, Art. 371) 
OS'. = F. In like manner the polar conic of S' with regard to S is O'S = F. 

Ex. 2. To express in terms of S, S', F the conic enveloped by a line cut har- 
monically by S and S'. The tangential equation of this conic = 0 is 
( b 4- c) X. 2 4- (c + a) fj? 4- (a -f b) v 2 — 0. 

Hence its trilinear equation is 

(c 4- a) {a 4- b) x 2 4- {a + b) (b + c) y 2 + (c 4- a) (b 4- c) z 2 = 0, 
or (5c 4- ca -f- ab) (x 2 + y 2 + z 2 ) 4- (a 4- b 4- c) (ax 2 4- by 2 4- cz 2 ) — F = 0, 

or e£'-4-e'S-F = 0. 

Ex. 3. To find the condition that F should break up into two right lines. It is 
abc (b 4- c) (c + a) (a 4- b) = 0, or ahe {(a 4- b 4- c) {be 4 - ca 4- ab) — abc } = 0, 
or AA' (00' - AA') = 0. 

which is the required formula. 00' =: A A' is also the condition that 1? ‘should break 
up into factors. This condition will he found to be satisfied in the case of two circles 
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which cut at right angles, in which case any line through either centre is cut har- 
monically by the circles, and the locus of points whence tangents form a harmonic 
pencil also reduces to two right lines. The locus and envelope will reduce similarly 
ifi) 2 = 2(r 2 4r' 2 ). 

Ex. 4. To reduce the equations of two conics to the forms 
xr 4- y 2 4- z- = 0, ax- 4 by 2 4- cz 2 — 0. 

The constants a, b, c are determined at once (Ex. 1, Art. 371) as the roots of 
A/j 3 - QIc- 4- B'/c - A' = 0. 

And if we then solve the equations 

as 2 4 y 2 4 z- = 5, ax- 4 by- + cz- = S', a (b 4 c) x 2 4 b (c 4 a) y 1 4 c (ci 4 b) z- ~ F, 
we find a; 2 , y 2 , z 2 in terms of the known functions S, S', F- Strictly speaking, we 
ought to commence by dividing the two given equations by the cube root of A, since 
we want to reduce them to a form in which the discriminant of 5 shall be 1. But it 
will be seen that it will come to the same thing if leaving S and S' unchanged, we 
calculate F from the given coefficients and divide the result hy A. 

. Ex. 5. Reduce to the above form 

Gx 2 — Gxy 4 % 2 — 2a; 4 4?/ = 0, 5a; 2 — 14%y 4 8g 2 — Gx — 2 = 0. 

It is convenient to begin by forming the coefficients of the tangential equations 
A, B, &c. These are -4, -1, 18; -3, 3, -2; -16, -19, -9; 21, 24, -14. 
We have then 

A - - 9, 0 = — 54, 6' = -99, A' = -54, 
whence a, b, c are 1, 2, 3. We next calculate F which is 

- 9 (23a; 2 - 5Qxy 4 44y 2 - 18* 4 I2ij - 4). 

Writing then 

X 2 4 Y 2 4 X 2 — 3a: 2 — Gxy + 9y 2 — 2a; 4 4y, 

X 2 4 2F 2 4 3if 2 = 5a; 2 — I4xy 4 8/- 6a:- 2, 

5X 2 4 8T 2 4 9Y 2 = 23a; 2 - 50 xy 4 4 4f - 18* 4 I2y - 4. 

We get from 65 4 S'- F, X 2 = (3y4l) 2 , 

from F-85-2S', Y-= (2 x-y) 2 , 

from 25435'- F, Z 2 = - (* 4 y 4 l) 2 . 

Ex. 6. To find the equation of the four tangents to 5 at its intersections with S'. 

Am. (05-A5') 2 =4A5(0'5-F). 

Ex. 7. A triangle is circumscribed to a given conic; two of its vertices move on 
fixed right lines \x 4 yy 4 vz, Yx 4 yy 4 v'z ; to find the locus of the third. It was 
proved (Ex. 2, Art. 272) that when the conic is z 2 — xy, and the lines ax — y, bx — y, 

the locus is {a 4 b) 2 {z 2 — xy) — {a — b) 2 z 2 . Now the right-hand side is the square of 

the polar with regard to 5 of the intersection of the lines, which in general would be 
P = (ax 4 hy 4 gz) {juu' — y'v) 4 (hx 4 by 4 Jz) {vY - v'X) 4 {gx +fy 4 cz) {Xy' — Yy) = 0, 
and a 4 b = 0 is the condition that the lines should he conjugate with respect to S, 
which in general (Art. 373) is 0 = 0, where 

0 = AAV 4 Byy' 4 Cm/ 4 F (yv' 4 y'v) 4 G (vV 4 v'X ) 4 H (Xy 4 X'y) = 0. 

The particular equation, found Art. 272, must therefore be replaced in general by 

0 2 J74 AP 2 = 0. 

Ex. 8. To find the envelope of the base of a triangle inscribed in 5 and two of 
whose sides touch 5'. 

Take the sides of the triangle in any position for lines of reference, and let 
5 = 2 (Jyz 4 gzx 4 hxij), 

S' = x 2 4 y 2 4 z 2 — 2 yz — 2zx -2xy- 2Mxy, 
where x and y are the lines touched by S'. Then it is obvious that JcS 4 5 will be 
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touched by the third side z, and we shall show by the invariants that this is a fixed 
conic. We have 

A = 2 \fgh, © = - (/+ (J 4- hf- 2/rjhJc, 0' = 2 (/+ g + 70 (2 + hk), A' = - (2 + li78f, 
whence 0' 2 — 40 A' = 4A A7 j, and the equation JcS + S' = 0 may be written in the form 
(0' 2 - 40A') 8 + 4AA'£' = 0, 

which therefore denotes a fixed conic touched by the third side of the triangle. It 
is obvious that when 0' 2 = 40A' the third side will always touch 6'. 

Ex. 9. To find the locus of the vertex of a triangle whose three sides touch a 
conic U and two of whose vertices move on another conic V. We have slightly 
altered the notation, for the convenience of being able to denote by £/' and V' the 
results of substituting in U and F the coordinates of the vertex as'yV. The method 
we pursue is to form the equation of the pair of tangents to U through x'y’z ' ; then 
to form the equation of the lines joining the points where this pair of lines meets V; 
and, lastly, to form the condition that one of these lines (which must be the base 
of the triangle in question) touches V. Now if P be the polar of x'y'z', the pair of 
tangents is UU' — P‘ z . In order to find the chords of intersection with Fof the pair 
of tangents, we form the condition that UU' - P 2 + XV may represent a pair of lines. 
This discriminant will be found to give us the following quadratic for determining X, 
X 2 A' + XF' + A ZJ' V' = 0. In order to find the condition that one of these chords should 
touch U, we must, by Art. 372, form the discriminant of fxU + {UU' — P~ 4- XF), and 
then form the condition that this considered as a function of /x should have equal 
roots. The discriminant is 

^ A + M (2Z7'A + X0) + {Z7' 2 A + X (0Z/ # + A V') + X 2 0'}, 
and the condition for equal roots gives 

X (4A0' — © 2 ) + 4A 2 F' = 0. 

Substituting this value for X in X 2 A' + XF' + AU'V', we get the equation of the 
required locus 

IGA 3 A' V - 4A (4A0' - 0 2 ) F+ U (4 AG' - 0 2 ) 2 = 0, 
which, as it ought to do, reduces to F when 4A0' = G 2 .* 

Ex. 10. Find the locus of the vertex of a triangle, two of whose sides touch JL 
and the third side aU + bV, while the two base angles move on V. It is found by 
the same method as the last, that the locus is one or other of the conics, touching 
the four common tangents of U and F, 

AA'\ 2 F + XfxF 4- /PU = 0, 
where X : fx is given by the quadratic 

a {ab — /3a ) X 2 4* a (4 Aa + 2G£) X/tx — b-fx 2 = 0, 
where a = 4 AA', f3 = 0 3 — 4-A0'. 

Ex. 11. To find the locus of the free vertex of a polygon, all whose sides touch U> 
and all whose vertices but one move on V. This is reduced to the last ; for the line 
joining two vertices of the potygon adjacent to that whose locus is sought, touches 
a conic of the form aU + bV. It will be found if X', f ; X", /x " ; X'", y!" be the 
values for polygons of n — 1, n, and n + 1 sides respectively, that X.'" = f f' 2 , 
fx'” = A'X'X" {ay." — A'/3X"). In the case of the triangle we have X' = a, f = A'/?; 
in the case of the quadrilateral X" = /3 2 , /a" = a (4 A a + 2/30), and from these we can 


* The reader will find ( Quarterly Journal of Mathematics, vol. I. p. 344) a dis- 
cussion by Prof. Cayley of the problem to find the locus of vertex of a triangle ebeum- 
scribing a conic 8, and whose base angles move on given curves. When the curves 
are both conics, the locus is of the eighth degree, and touches 8 at the points where 
it is met by the polars with regard to 8 of the intersections of the two conics. 
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find, step by step, the values for every other polygon. (See Philosophical Magazine , 
vol. xm. p. 337). 

Ex. 12. The triangle formed by the polars of middle points of sides of a given 
triangle with regard to any inscribed conic has a constant area [M. Eaure] . 

Ex. 13. Find the condition that if the points in which a conic meets the sides of 
the triangle of reference be joined to the opposite vertices, the joining lines shall form 
two sets of three each meeting in a point. Ans. abc — 2 fgh — af 2 — hg 2 — ch 2 = 0. 

382. The theory of covariants and invariants enables us 
readily to recognize the equivalents in trilinear coordinates of 
certain well-known formulas in Cartesian. Since the general 
expression for a line passing through one of the imaginary 
circular points at infinity is x±y a /(— 1) 4- c, the condition that 
\x + fxy 4- v should pass through one of these points is \ 2 -h jll 2 = 0. 
In other words, this is the tangential equation of these points. 
If then 2 — 0 be the tangential equation of a conic, we may 
form the discriminant of S + Now it follows from 

Arts. 285, 2S6, that the discriminant in general of 2 4- is 
A 2 + £A0' 4- &‘ 2 A'0 4 A 8 A' 2 . 

But the discriminant of 2 4 - 1c (X 2 + y?) i s easily found to be 
A 2 4- AA (a 4- l) 4 Tc 2 (ai - K 2 ). 

If, then, in any system of coordinates we form the invariants 
of any conic and the pair of circular points, 0' = 0 is the con- 
dition that the curve should be an equilateral hyperbola, and 
0 = 0 that it should be a parabola. The condition 
(a4-6) 2 -4(a5~A 2 ), or (a - Vf 4- 4/f 2 = 0, 
must be satisfied if the conic pass through either circular point ; 
and it cannot be satisfied by real values except the conic pass 
through bothj when a = &, A = 0. 

Now the condition X 2 4- ft 2 == 0* implies (Art. 34) that the 
length of the perpendicular let fall from any point on any line 
passing through one of the circular points is always infinite. 
The equivalent condition in trilinear coordinates is therefore 
got by equating to nothing the denominator in the expression 

* This condition also implies (Art. 25) that every line drawn through one of these 
two points is perpendicular to itself. This accounts for some apparent y ine evan 
factors which, appear in the equations of certain loci. Thus, if we loo or e 
tion of the foot of the perpendicular on any tangent from a focus aft, (x — a) 4- [y P) 
will appear as a factor in the locus. For the perpendicular from t e ocv f on . ei 
tangent through it coincides with the tangent itself. This tangent ere ore is 
of the locus. 
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for the length of a perpendicular (Art. 61). The general tan- 
gential equation of the circular points is therefore 

A 2 + fjb 2 + v l — 2j±v cos A — 2rA cos B — 2 A/t cos (7=0. 

Forming then the 0 and 0' of the system found by combining 
this with any conic, we find that the condition for an equilateral 
hyperbola 0' = 0, is 

a -1 - 1 + c — 2/ cos A — 2, q co$B—27i cos (7= 0 ; 

while the condition for a parabola 0 = 0, is 

A sin 2 A + B sin 2 B + C sin 2 C -f 2 F sin B sin G 

+ 2 G sin C7 sin^I + 211 %mA sin 7? = 0. 

The condition that the curve should pass through either circular 
point is 0' 2 = 40, which can in various ways be resolved into a 
sum of squares. 

383. If we are given a conic and a pair of points, the 
covariant F of the system denotes the locus of a point such 
that the pair of tangents through it to the conic arc harmoni- 
cally conjugate with the lines to the given pair of points. 
When the pair of points is the pair of circular points at in- 
finity, F denotes the locus of the intersection of tangents at 
right angles. Now, referring to the value of F, given Art. 378, 
it is easy to see that when the second conic reduces to A 2 -f y7 ; 
that is, when A' = B' = 1, and all the other coefficients of the 
tangential of the second conic vanish, F is 

0 (x 2 + y l ) — 2 Gx- 2 Fy + A 4- B = 0, 

which is, therefore, the general Cartesian equation of the locus 
of intersection of rectangular tangents. (See Art. 294, Ex.). 

When the curve is a parabola (7=0, and the equation of the 
directrix is therefore 2 ( Gx + Fy) = A 4- B. 

The corresponding triiinear equation found in the same way is 
[B + G+ 2F cos A) x 2 + ( (7+ A + 2 G cos B) f + ( A + JB+ 2E cos O ) z* 
-1 ^ cos A — F — G cos G — B cos B ) yz 
+ 2 ( B cos B — G — H cos A — F cos G ) zx 
+ 2 ( (7 cos G — E- 77 cos B — G cos A) xy = 0, 
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It may be shown, as in Art. 128, that this represents a circle, 
by throwing it into the form 

r • j • T) , • /i\ ( ^4* C+2F cos A 0 4 - A. *4- 2 (x cos£ 

(x sin R+z sin C) = — ^ x 4 : ^ y 

47 sin A sin B J 

4 — IS,— ')= sl^n&k -clua^zMituvnC), 

where 0 = 0 is the condition (Art. 382) that the curve should 
be a parabola. When 0 = 0, this equation gives the equation of 
the directrix. 

384. In general, S + &2' denotes a conic touching the four 
tangents common to 2 and S'; and when h is determined so 
that S 4- &S' represents a pair of points, those points are two 
opposite vertices of the quadrilateral formed by the common 
tangents. In the case where 2' denotes the circular points at 
infinity, when 2+ k S' represents a pair of points, these points 
are the foci (Art. 258a). If, then, it be required to find the foci 
of a conic, given by a numerical equation in Cartesian coordi- 
nates, we first determine h from the quadratic 

(ab - W) P + A (a + b) k + A* = 0. 

Then, substituting either value of h in 2 + &(X 2 + ^ 2 ), it breaks 
up into factors (\x + py + vz) {\x" 4- py" 4- vz ') ; and the foci 

are % , ~ : %r , . One value of h gives the two real foci, 

z 1 z 7 z 1 z 

and the other two imaginary foci. The same process is appli- 
cable to trllinear coordinates. 

In general, S4-&(P4V) represents tangentially a conic 
confocal with the given one. Forming, by Art. 285, the corre- 
sponding Cartesian equation, we find that the general equation 
of a conic confocal with the given one is 

&S+k{C[x l + tf)-ZGx-%Fy + A+B}+li^. 

From this we can deduce that the equation of common 
tangents is 

{ G (x 2 4- y 2 ) —2 Ox — %Fy 4- A 4- B} 2 =? &&S. 

By resolving this into a pair of factors 

{(as - a) 2 + (y- #)*} {(* - «T + ( y ~ 0T}> 
we can also get a, 0 j a', /S' the coordinates of the foci. 
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Ex. 1. Find the foci of 2ar — 2xy + 2 y 1 — 2x — By 4- 11. The quadratic here is 
3 /j- + 4/jA + A 2 = 0, whose roots are h = — A, h — — £A. But A = — 9. Using the 
value h = 3, 

6X. 2 + 2 V + 3* 2 4- 18//v -I- 12zA + 30A/>t + 3 (A 2 + /a 2 ) = 3 (A + 2/* + 1 /) (3A +4fx + y), 

showing that the foci are 1, 2j 3, 4. The value 9 gives the imaginary foci 

2±4(-l), S + JC-l). 


Ex. 2. Find the coordinates of the focus of a parabola given by a Cartesian 
equation. The quadratic here reduces to a simple equation, and we find that 

(a + b) {AX 2 + B M 2 + ZFjjlv 4- 2GVX + 2/ZAp} - A (X 2 + ,u 2 ) 
is resolvable into factors. But these evidently must be 

/ /c\ /v\ o „ \ , [a 4- b) A — A . (a-t-b) B — A 

(' + ^ ^ 2<JX + 2f| “^ and 2 (a + SjlT X + ~T{a +I)~F~ fl + v - 
The first factor gives the infinitely distant .focus, and shows that the axis of the curve 
is parallel to Fx — Gy. The second factor shows that the coordinates of the focus 
are the coefficients of X. and y. in that factor. 


Ex. 3. Find the coordinates of the focus of a parabola given by the trilinear 
equation. The equation which represents the pair of foci is 

0'S - A (X 2 + jli 2 + v 2 — 2jxv cos A — 2i/\ cos B — 2 X/x cos C ). 

But the coordinates of the infinitely distant focus are known, from Art. 293, since it 
is the pole of the line at infinity. Hence those of the finite focus are 

0'A A A 

A sin A + U&mB + G sin C ’ K sin A -|- B sin2? 4 Fsin C 1 

Q'C-A 

G sin A + F sin B + C sin C 1 


385. The condition (Art. 61) that two lines should be 
mutually perpendicular, 

XX' + jjbfi + vv - (jiv' + tfv) cos A — (vV + v'X) cos B 

— [XfjL + X'fj) cos 0=0 , 

is easily seen to he the same as the condition (Art. 293) that 
the lines should be conjugate with respect to 

X 2 + fi 2 -f v l — 2 jjlv cos A — 2vX cos B — 2Xjul cos 0=0 . 

The relation, then, between two mutually perpendicular lines is 
a particular case of the relation between two lines conjugate 
with regard to a fixed conic. Thus, the theorem that the three 
perpendiculars of a triangle meet in a point is a particular 
case of the theorem that the lines meet in a point which join 
the corresponding vertices of two triangles conjugate with re- 
spect to a fixed conic, &c. ' It is proved ( Geometry of Three 
Dimensions , Chap, ix.) that, in spherical geometry, the two 
imaginary circular points at infinity are replaced by a fixed 
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imaginary conic; that all circles on a sphere are to be considered 
as conics having double contact with a fixed conic, the centre 
of the circle being the pole of the chord of contact ; that two 
lines are perpendicular if each pass through the pole of the 
other with respect to that conic, &c. The theorems then, which, 
in the Chapter on Projection, were extended by substituting, 
for the two imaginary points at infinity, two points situated 
anywhere, may be still further extended by substituting for 
these two points a conic section. Only these extensions are 
theorems suggested, not proved. Thus the theorem that the 
intersection of perpendiculars of a triangle inscribed in an 
equilateral hyperbola is on the curve, suggested the property 
of conics connected by the relation 0 = 0, proved at the end 
of Art. 375. 

It has been proved (Art.306) that to several theorems concern- 
ing systems of circles, correspond theorems concerning systems 
of conics having double contact with a fixed conic. We give 
now some analytical investigations concerning the latter class 
of systems. 

386. To form the condition that the line Xx + py + vz may 
touch S-\- (X'x 4 p'y 4 v'zf. We are to substitute in 2, a 4 X' 2 , 
b -f fi r '\ &c. for a, &c. The result may be written 

2 4 [a (pv — pv)* 4 &c.j = 0, 

where the quantity within the brackets is intended to denote 
the result of substituting in 8 pv' — p'v, vX — /X, X//- Xp for 
a?, y 7 z . This result may be otherwise written. For it was 
proved (Art. 294) that 

(ax 2 4- &c.) {ax'* 4 &c.) — (axx' 4 &c.) 2 = A {yz' — y' z) 2 4 &c. 

And it follows, by parity of reasoning, and can be proved in 
like manner, that 

(AX 2 + &c.) (AX 2 4 &c.) - (AXX 4 &c.) 2 = A {a (pv'- p'v)* 4 &c.}, , 

where AXX 4* &c. is the condition that the lines X#4 py 4 vz } 
Xx 4 py 4 v'z may be conjugate ; or 

AXX 4 Bpp'+ Gw' 4 F(fiv' 4 pv) 4 G (vX'4 /X) 4 H(Xp'+ Xp) ; 

If then we denote AX n 4 &c. by 2', and A XX' 4 &c, by n 
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and if we substitute for a [pv - f/vf 4- &c. the value just found, 
the condition previously obtained may be written 
(A + S')2-n 2 = 0. 

If we recollect (Art. 321) that X, ^ v may be considered as 
the coordinates of a point on the reciprocal conic, the latter 
form may be regarded as an analytical proof of the theorem 
that the reciprocal of two conics which have double contact is a 
pair of conics also having double contact. This condition may 
also be put into a form more convenient for some applications, if 
instead of defining the lines Xx 4 py 4 vz : &c. by the coefficients 
X, //., Vj &c., we do so by the coordinates of their poles with re- 
spect to and if we form the condition that the line l y may touch 
8 - f P" 2 , where P' is the polar of x'y'z , or axx' 4 &c. Now the 
polar of x'y'z will evidently touch S when x'y'z' is on the curve ; 
and in fact if in 2 we substitute for X, n, v • S n S n the coeffi- 
cients of x , y, z in the equation of the polar, we get And 

again two lines will be conjugate with respect to when their 
poles are conjugate ; and in fact if we substitute as before for 
X, (Ly v in n we get A 12, where R denotes the result of substituting 
the coordinates of either of the points x'y'z * , x'y'z " , in the 
equation of the polar of the other. The condition that 2 y should 
touch 8 4 P" 2 then becomes (1 4 5") S' = R~. 


• 387. To find the condition that the two conics 

8 4 (X';r 4 y!y + v'z]\ 8 4 {X"x 4 yi'y 4 v"z)\ 

should touch each other. They will evidently touch if one of 
the common chords (X'x + fx!y 4 V z) ± (X"x 4- y!'y 4 v"z) touch 
either conic. Substituting, then, in the condition of the last 
Article X' ±X" for X, &c., we get 

(A 4 2') (2' ±211 4 2") = (2' ± IT) 2 , 
which reduced may be written in the more symmetrical form 
(A 4 S') (A 4- 2") = (A ± U)\ 

The condition that S 4- P u and 8 4- P" 2 may touch is found 
from this as in the last Article, and is 


(1 + S') (1 4- 8") = (1 ± Rf. 

Rx. 1. To draw a conic having double contact with S and touching three given 
conics 8 + P' 2 , S + s + also having double contact with H. Idtt xyz be the 

oor mates of the pole of the chord of contact with 8 of the sought conic S + F, 
then we have 


(! + 8) (1 + S') - (1 + P') 2 ; (1 + S) (1 + 8 ,r ) = (1 + P") 2 • (1 + S) (1 + 8 m ) = (1 4 - P”T 
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where the reader will observe that S', S", S'" are known constants, hut S, P', &c. 
involve the coordinates of the sought point xyz. If then we write 1 4 S = h 2 , &c., 
we get 

7c7c' - 1 + P', Jck" = 1 4 P", hh'" = 1 4 P'". 

It is to be observed that P r , P", P'" might each have been written with a double 
sign, and in taking the square roots a double sign may, of course, be given to 
h\ 7c", 7c"’. It will be found that these varieties of sign indicate that the problem 
admits of thirty- two solutions. The equations last written give 

7c (7c' - 7c") = P' - P" j 7c (7c" - 7c '") = P" - P'" j 
whence eliminating 7c, we get 

P' (7c" - 7c'") 4 P" (h" r - 7c') 4 P’" (h f - 7c") = 0, 

the equation of a line on which must lie the pole with regard to £> of the chord 
of contact of the sought conic. This equation is evidently satisfied by the point 
P' - P" — p ,n . But this point is evidently one of the radical centres (see Art. 30G) 
of the conics S 4 P' 2 , S 4 P" 2 , S 4 P"' 2 . 

pt p» prtt 

The equation is also satisfied by the point p = ~pr ~ Jjft • order to see the 

geometric interpretation of this we remark that it may be deduced from Art. 386 
that the tangential equations of S 4 P' 2 , S -f P" 2 are respectively 


Hence 


(1 + S') £ = A (\x'+ n ? / 4 vz'f, (1 4 S") £ = A (Xx" 4 py " 4 vz'J. 

Xx’ 4- fiy' -f uz' Xx" 4- fxy" 4 vz " 
t 1 Jc" 


represent points of intersection of common tangents to 7S 4 P' 2 , S 4- P" 2 , that is to 
say, the coordinates of these points are p±p, &c., and the polars of these points, 

pr prt pr prt pm 

with respect to S, are p 4 pr . It follows that ~ ff/ denote the pole, with 

respect to S, of an axis of similitude (Art. 306) of the three given conics. And the 
theorem we have obtained is, — the pole of the sought chord of contact lies on one 
of the lines joining one of the four radical centres to the pole , with regard to S, of 
one of the four axes of similitude. This is the extension of the theorem at the end 
of Art. 118. 

To complete the solution, we seek for the coordinates of the point of contact of 
S 4 P 2 with S 4 P' 2 . Now the coordinates of the point of contact, which is a centre 

of similitude of the two conics, being &c., we mus ^ substitute x + px for 

x , &c. in the equations 7c7c' = 1 4 P', &c., and we get 

W = l + P' + pS’; JcW = l + P" + j,R', Jck"’ = l + P"'+j:,R\ 

where R, It' are the results of substituting x"'y"'z"' respectively in the polar 

of x'y’z'. We have then 

7c (O' - Tc") = P'~ P" + (S' -R)-,k(k'- k'") = P'~ P'" + §■,(£'- n 


whence eliminating 7c, we have 





the equation of a line on which the sought point of contact must lie ; and which 
evidently joins a radical centre to the point where P r , P" } P " are respectively pro- 
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portion*! to k'-j,, k" - f , k or to 1, M" - R, k'k'" - 12'. But if we 

form the equations of the polars, with respect to S + P n , of the three centres of 
similitude as above, we get 

(k'k" ~ A) P' = P", {7c’ k"’ - P!) P’ = P"' f &c., 

showing that the line we want to construct is got by joining one of the four radical 
centres to the pole, with respect to S 4- P' 2 , of one of the four axes of similitude. 
This may also be derived geometrically as in Art. 121, from the theorems proved, 
Art. 306. The sixteen lines which can be so drawn meet S 4- P' 2 in the thirty-two 
points of contact of the different conics which can be drawn to fulfil the conditions 
of the problem.* 


* The solution here given is the same in substance (though somewhat simplified 
in the details) as that given by Prof. Cayley, Crelle, vol. xxxix. 

Prof. Casey ( Proceedings of the Royal Irish Academy , 1866) has arrived at another 
solution from considerations of spherical geometry. He shows by the method used, 
Art. 121 (a), that the same relation which connects the common tangents of four circles 
touched by the same fifth connects also the sines of the halves of the common tan- 
gents of four such circles on a sphere; and hence, as in Art. 121 (b), that if the 
equations of three circles on a sphere (see Geometry of Three iJimeimons , chap. IX.) 
be S — L £ — 0, S - M 2 = 0, S — A 2 = 0, that of a group of circles touching all three 
will be of the form 

J{\ (S h - X)} + (S* - M)) + (,S* - A)} = 0. 

This evidently gives a solution of the problem in the text, which I have arrived, 
at directly by the following process. Let the conic S be x l 4- y 2 + z l , and let 
L = lx 4- my 4- nz, M = I'x 4 - m'y 4 - n’z ; then the condition that S — A' 2 , JS — M 2 
should touch is (Art. 387) (1 — S’) (1 — S") = (1 — It)-, wiiere S' = P + m 2 4- n\ 
S’’ =l' 2j r f m’' i +n’ 2 , R— ll’+mm’+nn’ . I write now (12) to denote ,J(i— #')(!— /»'') — (1 —R). 

Let us now, according to the rule of multiplication of determinants, form a deter- 
minant from the two matrices containing five columns and six rows each. 


1 , 0 , 0 , 0 , 0 

1, l t m, n, 4(1 - S’) 

l, T, m ', n', 4(1 — S’’) 

1, l ”, m”, n ", 4(1 — S’") 

1 , V”, m”’, n”\ 4(1 - SO 

1 , ? 4 , 9n it 4(1 ~ S & ) 


0 , 0 , 0 , 0 , 3 , 

- 3, 7, 7/i, n, «j(l — S ), 

- 1 , V, in’, n’, 4(1 - S”), 

- 1 , l", in ”, n”, 4(1 - S'"), 

- 1 , m"’, n’”, 4(1 - SO) 

- 1 , h, "hi J( l ~ #&)• 


The resulting determinant which must vanish, since there are more rows than 
columns, is 


0, 3, 1, 3, 3, 1 

4(1 -n 0, (12), (13), (14), (15) 

4(1 - S"), (12), 0, (23), (24), (25) 

4(1 - S'"), (13), (23), 0, (34), (35) 

4(1 - SO, (14), (24), (34), 0, (45) 

4(1 - SO, (15), (25), (35), (45), 0 =0, 


an identical relation connecting the invariants of five conics all having double contact 
with the same conic S. Suppose now than the conic (5) touches the other four, 
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Ex. 2. The four conics haying double contact with a given one S, which can be 
drawn through three fixed points, are all touched by four other conics also having double 
contact with S.* Let 

8 — x 2 A y 2 + z 2 — 2yz cos A — 2 zx cos B — 2 xy cos (?, 
then the four conics are 8 = (x + y ± z) 2 , which are all touched by 

8 = [x cos {B — C) + y cos (C — A) + z cos (.1 — B)} 2 , 
and by the three others got by changing the sign of A, B, or C , in this equation. 

Ex. 3. The four conics which touch x , y, z, and have double contact with S are 
all touched by four other conics having double contact with 8 . Let M— h(A+B+ C), 
then the four conics are 

8 = {x sin (M — .4) + y sin (M - B) + z sin (M — C )} 2 , 

together with those obtained by changing the sign of A y B, or C in the above; and 
one of the touching conics is 

a _ f x sin hB sin ^ C y sin \ C sin z sin \A sin 4, 2? ) 2 
l sin £ A + sin %B + sin \C J 9 

the others being got by changing the sign of x, and at the same time increasing B 
and C by 180°, &c. 

Ex. 4. Find the condition that three conics Z7, V, W shall all have double contact 
with the same conic. The condition, as may be easily seen, is got by eliminating 
A, /u, v between 

a\ 3 - ew + e'X/x 2 - a y = o, 

and the two corresponding equations which express that yV — vW, vW—\U break 
up into right lines. 


then (15), &c. vanish ; and we leam that the invariants of four conics all having 
double contact with 8 and touched by the same fifth are connected by the relation 


or 


0, (12), (13), (14) 

(12) , 0, (23), (24) 

(13) , (23), 0, (34) 

(14) , (24), (34), 0 


= 0 , 


41(12) (34)} ± 4{(18) (24)} ± 4{(14) (23)} = 0. 


We may deduce from this equation as follows the equation of the conic touching 
three others. If -the discriminant of a conic vanish, S = 1, and then the condition of 
contact with any other reduces to JZ = 1. If, then, a, p, y be the coordinates of any 
point satisfying the relation 8 — L 2 = 0, or x 2 + y 2 + z 2 — {lx + my 4- nz) 2 — 0, then 


x 2 + y 1 + z 2 


f + j z Y = o 
l4(a*+/3* + y 2 )I 


evidently denotes a conic whose discriminant vanishes and which touches 8 — 1?. 
If, then, we are given three conics 8 — L 2 , 8 — M 2 , S — N 2 , take any point a, ft, y 
on the conic which touches all three and take for a fourth conic that whose equa- 
tion has just been wiitten, then the functions (14), (24), (34) are respectively 


1 

m* j(8)> m* 

all three satisfies the relation 


and we see that any point on the conic touching 


J[(23) U(8) - L}~\ ±4 [(31) U(8) - Jf}] ± 4[( 1*2) W(S) “ Wl = °- 
* This is an extension of Eeuerbach’s theorem (p. 127), and itself admits of 
further extension. See Quarterly Journal of Mathematics , vol. M. p. 67. 
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388. The theory of invariants and covariants of a system 
of three conics cannot be fully explained without assuming some 
knowledge of the theory of curves of the third degree. 

Given three conics Z7, F ? W, the locus of a point whose polars 
with respect to the three meet in a point is a curve of the third 
degree , which we call the Jacobian of the three conics. For we 
have to eliminate x , y, 2 between the equations of the three 
polars 

U t x + Ujj + &z = 0, V t x + Vj + V.Z = 0, W x x + + F>= 0, 

and we obtain the determinant 

d;(W- f 3 tf 2 )+ V,W,)=0. 

It is evident that when the polars of any point with respect to 
JJ, Vj W meet in a point, the polar with respect to all conics of 
the system W + mV +nW will pass through the same point. 
If the polars with respect to all these conics of a point A on 
the Jacobian pass through a point B, then the line AB is cut 
harmonically by all the conics; and therefore the polar of B 
will also pass through A . The point B is, therefore, also on 
the Jacobian, and is said to correspond to A. The line AB 
is evidently cut by all the conics in an involution whose foci 
are the points A 1 B . Since the foci are the points in which two 
corresponding points of the involution coincide, it follows that 
if any conic of the system touch the line AB, it can only be 
in one of the points A, B] or that if any break up into two 
right lines intersecting on AB , the points of intersection must 
be either A or B, unless indeed the line AB be itself one of 
the two lines. It can be proved directly, that if lU-\~mV-{-nW 
represent two lines, their intersection lies on the Jacobian. 
For (Art. 292) it satisfies the three equations 

UJ^mV^nW^ 0, ZZ7 2 + m V 2 +nW~ 0, Ztf.H- wF t +»IF f «0; 

whence, eliminating Z, m, n, we get the same locus as before. 
The line AB joining two corresponding points on the Jacobian 
meets that curve in a third point ; and it follows from what 
has been said that AB is itself one of the pair of lines passing 
through that point, and included in the system IU mV-j- nWl 
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Th*' ipun ral *-q»:. 

it -n • 4 t hr .1 i« 

(o;/7i r‘ t ? 

.v : • ' 


’'ttYi'S;- {'/>/'/’) Vil'u'h”)];,*.* 

t-y* ^ * V’y* 

■ y e .. _ > :■-;//> \]z\r - ; 7„.y') - f {,•///'")! <y 


-- ; <J^V) -} -* j-y;; ^ 0, 

where 

nr** jibhr**viati«*HH Br determinants. 


T* » '■* V - * iJ •fr*'* * fo toisrh » givrn rouir IV, J*«t thti 

? ■ ' ,r ■ •'•■’ £,r - • • ‘ r " t\ V i »n*l is U rvtth-nt, ihnl th« |irohl«m 

? : ■• s •’ -* «.i * in\ Ar, fur a in th*’ mmlitum 

* iV * • - '■• f •*•' ' * >vj j:» t-xuly wn», vulffH into 

!'*• *«■’-. -- ■ - ■■ * * ’ ' r •-* • •* ■ ■■■■ ' •• *0 f \ t\ H‘ f*j »* i« thu nix 

j* ' • ■■ ~ • * *!' '■ * ' • : | 'J with r*'xnr*l U» \V 

^ * * ■’ , - ^ ’ v a k - ■■■ »•? *'!. j t ,tni \l i , i*r jwwwHr-i through tho 

• .* v r • . ■ *, . f |\ 

5- ? '«* i* * ' ’> r-> ..-3 ,%-ir a - *4? •*»£*€*» Srii»HgI«% th*ir .f;irt*hinn 

V "f..r .• r ; • « •• /•«, }'■ . : 3 i r f!*i *» • y lh*-l tfc*1 of «X 7 f Ay 3 -t a*, 

»'} .. * * * •/' it ■ V, «" •' ;■■ ■ ' 4 f. ».8A’V? M. 

T < - U t'- fTr sin .. th^ir Jftrohiati rnf»*ji«tJi of a lino 

a." ,f . k '■■ • v. r •. >i-. ;» ■.■: -s I*, j* rujH* g<M«mr!ri»^Uy that any jaiiut on 

? r 1 «• , • r' r ' * -4* «»f lh<’ Hit 4 Uui 

i A?. '’■•••■ i '• a v s.: | - 1 ;^^'irn5»r titn Jmuhim ut a xysMnn of thru© 

u V - ' " ' . ■ *.:,r r:r- aS 

!.'?■ i 1' t- J 9 . • . -• *•" »• • >.r<-..%Ve •-*> * hn*< an*l mnlz if <*m« uf tho rjmml.lt , joh 

y a * r.- - V- *. s,-. > ' 7- * \l 3. -.s a ?.v *..-*? ;o th« l».r*.n, fh nro w»t run d«m:ritX5 

t s • r ; a j • 'f a' ?.*a > jr jf!; * *V, /.^ an«| » 1 .ho touching *S"$ 

ilr t ..<* 1 . -ii T9 '.'X «’V K of 

"«V. r-:.. ••'• .f. r ; r .? i.:*T s v , m,-\ *4 4 « »4 tho. lino at infinity, 

* v r j ] *>*-.v. 4 ;r. ur <4 ih*t wUkh «uui bi drawn to thu conto 

? V/r- ;>vturn j* #w the thmry of two con ice which 
it «<>t to romplrto Ttnlil wo had explained tho 

uatnxr *4“ Jnc/di'^na. W«« hav*? neon that a eyetem of two conics 
>*, h:n f-iwr inviAidante Jt, B, B # , A", and a covariant conic F, 
lint t In; re i# iii-ridr.H a cuhic covariatit. fu fact ? tho covariant 
coni*? F haw a ci»imw«n mlf-corijti^ato triangle with S 1 S' 
t Art. :iM| t Ex. E f therefore (Art 3 *h, Ex. *i) if wa form ,/ the 
Jaeyliiiin of F we obtain a cubic co variant, which, in fact, 

represent a flits mltM of tlio common eclf-conjugato triangle of S 
mnl S\ It RpjMMi* front (Art. 378n) that */ vanishes identic 
c.iil!y if H and & M liave double contact We have given (Art. 381, 
Ex. 4; another tiicttiod of obtaining the equation of the sides 

AAA. 
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of the common self-conjugate triangle, and if we compare th 
results of the two methods, we get the identical equation 

J*=zJ ? 3 - F (©£' 4 & 8) + P ( A'0S 2 4 A &S n ) 

4 YSS' (©©' - 3 A A') - A' 2 A S 3 — A 3 A' S' 3 
+ A' (2 A©' - ©'0 S*S' 4 A (2A'0 - 0' 2 ) SS' 

Thus we see that a system of two conics has, besides the for 
invariants, four covariant forms $, /S , JT, 4, these being cor 
nected by the relation just written. In like manner, there ar 
four contravariant forms 2, S', <£, r, where the last expresst 
tangentially the three vertices of the self-conjugate triangle, il 
square being connected by a relation, corresponding to that jus 
written, between 2, S', <t> and the invariants. 


Ex. 1. Write down the 12 forms for the conics x 2 4- y- 4- z 2 , ax 2 - f by 2 4- cz 2 , 

Ans. A = 1, Q — a+b + c, 6' = be + cct + ab, A' = aba, 

S = x 2 4- y 2 4- z 2 , S'~ ax 2 +by 2 + cz 2 , F = « (l + c) x 2 +b (c+a)y 2 + c(a+b) s 
J — (b — c) (c — a) {a — b) xyz, 

2 = A 2 4- y. 2 4- v 2 : 2/ = bc\ 2 4 ccffx 2 ^- abv 2 } $ = (& 4- f) A. 2 4 (c+ o) /a 2 4- (a 4* b) i 
V — (b — c) (c — a) (a — b) \jav. 

Ex. 2. Eind an expression for the area of the common conjugate triangle of tv 
conics. The square of the area is found to be 


M 2 sin 2 A sin 2 # sin 2 # 


© 2 ©' 2 + 18AA'©©' - 27 A 2 A' 2 - 4 AO' 2 - 4A'0* 
V '* 1 


where ilf is the area of the triangle of reference, and T' the result of substituting in 
sin A, sin B, sin C t the coordinates of the line at infinity. That the expression mu 
contain in the numerator the condition of contact, and in the denominator T f , 
evident from the consideration that this area must vanish if the conics touch, az 
becomes infinite if any vertex of the triangle be at infinity. 


388 (J). We have already explained what is meant b 
covariants which express relations satisfied by x, y , z ) th 
coordinates of a point lying on a locus having some perm an ei 
relation with the original curve or curves, and by c ontravarian 
which express relations satisfied by X, /x, v the tangenth 
coordinates of a line, whose section by the original curve < 
curves has some property unaffected by transformation < 
coordinates. There are besides forms called mixed concomitan 
vhieh contain both cr, y, z and also X, v, and these we procee 
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to enumerate for the system of two conics 8, S'. These 
mixed concomitants of a system of two curves may also be 
regarded as covariants of the system of three, consisting of 
$, S' and the right line Xx-h/uy + vz. Tor instance, we may 
form the Jacobian of that system, or the locus of the point 
whose polars, with respect to 8 and S', intersect on Xx 4- yy 4 vz ) 
thus obtaining the mixed concomitant N or X , n , v 
which for the canonical form is 8 , S , 8 

X[b- c) yz + fJb(c- a) zx+v (a — b) xy . S', S', S' 

There is evidently a corresponding reciprocal form N' obtained 
in the same way from S, S', which for the canonical form is 

ctfi v (b — c] x + bvX (c - a) y 4 cXfj, (a - b) z. 

This expresses the equation of the line joining the poles of 
\x+py J rvz with respect to S and S'. Again, for any line 
Xx 4 fiy 4 vz, we may take its pole with regard to S and 
again tlie polar of that point with regard to S' and so 
obtain a companion line IC This for the canonical form is 
a\x+ bfxy 4- cvz. We obtain a different companion line K' by 
taking the pole with regard to S' and then the polar with 
regard to S, thus finding bcXx 4 cany + abvz. Gordan has 
shewn (Clehsch, Geometries p. 291) that there are in all eight 
mixed concomitants of a system of two conics in terms of which, 
and of the forms previously enumerated, all other concomitants 
can be expressed. In addition to the four already mentioned we 
may take the Jacobian of Ji, S and Xx 4- fiy -f vz, or for the 
canonical form 

/ulv (i — c) x -f vX (c — a) y -f X/i (a — b) z ; 
and, in like manner, the Jacobian of K', S', and Xx 4 - /a?/ 4 vz , or 
fiva? (b — c)x 4- v\b* (c — a)y 4 Xfic 2 ( a — b) z. 

These with the two reciprocal forms 

Xayz (b-c) 4* fibzx [c- a) 4 vexy (a — b), 
and Xlc ( b — c)yz 4- n ca ( c - a) 4 vab [a - b) xy 

make up the entire system. 

We return now to the theory of three conics. 

388(c). To find the condition that a line Xx 4- ny 4 vz should 
oe cut in involution by three conics . It appears from Art. 335 
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and from the Note, Art. 342, that the required condition Is the 
vanishing of the determinant 

cX 2 — 2yvX +av'\ cj£ 2 - 2/174 + hv 2 , c\/i —fvX -gyp +^v* 
cV-2/vX+aV, cV-2/V +&V, c'X/4 -fvk-gfvp +AV 
c' / X 2 -2/VX+a , V J , cV- 2/V+ JV, c"-\n-f'v\~g"vfx+h"v* 
When this is expanded it becomes divisible by and may be 
written 

X. 3 (bc'f") 4 fWg") + v 3 (al'h") 4 A> {2 {Mf) - WO] 

4 XV {2 (r/0 - (^T')} 4 /u 2 A {2 (#%") - K/0! 

4 jfv {2 (off) - {ca'h")} 4 v 2 A {2 (&/A") - [aVf)} 

4 ity (2 (aliT) ~ WO} + {(ai'O - 4 (/£%")} - 0. 
This may also be written in the determinant form 


a,t>, 

c , 2/ , 2g , 2h 

a,l\ 

c', 2/, 2/, 

a", i", 

c", 2/", 2y", 2A" 

X, 

V , fl 

/S 

v , A 


I v , t* , A I • 

From the form, of this condition, it is immediately inferred that 
any line cut in involution by three conics V , , V 1 W is cut in 
involution by any three conics of the system ZZ7-+ mV+nW* 
The locus of a point whence tangents to three conies form a 
system in involution is got by writing x ) y, £ for X, ^ v in th© 
preceding, and the reciprocal coefficients A, B 1 &c. instead of 
a y bj &c. 

S89. Tf we form the discriminant of ITJ tyi F+ nW] we may 
write the result V& + FW„ 4 l l n9 ns 4 4&c., and the co- 

efficients of the several powers of l 7 m 7 n will be invariants of 
the system of conics. All these belong to the class of invariants 
already considered, except the coefficient of Zmtn y in which each 
term abc of the discriminant of U is replaced by 

c 4 db ft d 4 cfb"c 4 aid' + ctf'bd 4 a"b'c 7 &c. 

Another remarkable invariant of the system of conics, first 
obtained by a different method by Prof. Sylvester, is found by 
the help of the principle [Higher Algebra , Art. 139), that when we 
have a co variant and a contravariant of the same degree, we 
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can get an invariant by substituting differential symbols in 
either, and operating on the other. By the help of the Jacobian 
and the contravariant of the last article we get the invariant T } 

(o b'c"f + 4 [ab'f") (ac'f") + 4 {bc'g") (half) + 4 (c a'h") (, ch'h ") 
+ 8 («/<?") (¥Y) + 8 [afh") ( cfh ") + 8 (cg'h") (i bg'k ") 
- 8 {ag'h") (be'/') - 8 (bh'f") (ca'g") - 8 (cfg") ( ab'h ") 
+ i(ab'c")(fg'h")-8[fg'h")\ 


389a. Some of the properties of a system of three conics 
can be studied with advantage by expressing each in terms of 
four lines x, y, z, w : thus 

U — ax* + by 1 + cz l + dw\ V = a’x 1 + b’y 1 + cV + d' to*, 

W= a"x‘ + b'Y + c V + d"w\ 

It is always possible, in an infinity of ways, # to choose x 7 y 7 z 7 w, 
so that the equations can be brought to the above form; for 
each of the equations just written contains explicitly three in- 
dependent constants; and each of the lines x 7 y, z 7 w contains 
implicitly two independent constants. The form, therefore, just 
written puts seventeen constants at our disposal, while Z7, V, W, \ 
contain only three times five, or fifteen, independent constants. 
The equations of four lines are always connected by a relation 
of the form w *= Xx -f- ny *f vz 7 and we may suppose that the 
constants X, &c, have been included in cc, &c., so that this rela- 
tion may be written in the symmetrical form x-^r y -\-z- 3 tw — 0. 

Let it be required now to find the condition that Z7, F, W 
may have a common point. Solving for x l 7 y\ z\ w 2 between 
the equations Z7=0, F=0, TF=0, and denoting by A, B, C 7 D 
the four determinants ( "bc'd"), ( dca'% (da'b") 7 ( bad '), we get 
y\ z\ w 2 proportional to A , B , <7, D ; and substituting in 
x + y ■+• z 4- to = 0, we obtain the required condition 

V(^)+V(^) + V(0) + V(i>)= 0, 

or (A* + B 2 +C 2 -+D*~2AB- 2 BC- 2CA- 2 AD - 2BB -2 GDf 

= UABGD . 

The left-hand side of this equation is the square of the 
invariant T already found; the right-hand side ABGB is an 
invariant which we shall call M 7 whose vanishing expresses the 
condition that it may be possible to determine Z, m 7 n 7 so that 
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?Z7-f mV+ nW shall be a perfect square. This invariant may 
be directly found from the principle that when the equation 
of a conic is a perfect square its reciprocal vanishes identically. 
The reciprocal of IS+mS'- f nS" is evidently (Art. 377) 

Z 2 2 4- m 2 2' 4- ri l 2" 4- 4- 4- Z»z3> 12 , 

and if we equate separately each coefficient to zero and then 
linearly eliminate the six quantities l\ &c., we get the result 


F , 

B, 

o, 

F, 

a , 

II 

4', 


O', 

F', 

G', 

IF 

A", 

B\ 

G", 

F", 

G", 

IF' 


“®23? 

c* 

F* 

Cm 


^31? 

K, 

Cm 

F 3l , 

Cm 


-^12* 

-®i2 y 



Cm 



where A 12 , &c. denote the coefficients in <h V2 , &c., Art. 377. 
This determinant is of the fourth degree in the coefficients of each 
conic, those of the first conic, for example, entering in the second 
degree into the first row, and in the first into the fifth and 
sixth, and so for the others. It follows that four conics of the 
system S+ IU+ mV-t- nW can be determined so as to be per- 
fect squares (see Ex. 3, Art. 373), for if we equate to nothing 
the invariant M found for S+IU, F, W 9 we have an equation 
of the fourth degree for determining l . 

389A Considering two conics, if we form the discriminant 
of the reciprocal system we get no new invariant, 

the discriminant in fact being 

Z 3 A 2 4- Z 2 m A0 4- Imt* A'0' 4- m 3 A' 2 . 

But if we form the discriminant of ZS + #zS'+ wS" the coefficient 
of bn?i, answering to © J23 of Art. 389, or 

APA+B&- 2 ^ 3 ) + & c . 

is an invariant of the second degree in the coefficients of each 
conic, not expressible in term of the invariants A, 0 n2 , &c. 
Mr. Burnside has shewn that the invariant T of Art 389, 
which is of the same order in the coefficients, is expressible in 
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terms of this new invariant and of those of Art. 389. In fact, 
let two of the conics have the canonical form, and write them 

x? 4 y 2 4 z l — 0, lx 2 4 my 2 -f m 2 = 0, 
ax z 4 by 2 4 cz 2 4 2 \fyz 4- 2 gzx 4 2 Jixy ~ 0. 

If then we form the resultant of the three, that is, the condition 
that they shall have a common point, the first two equations 
are satisfied by 

x = m — n = a, y 2 - n -l = /3 1 z 2 =l-m — y. 

Substituting these values in the third and clearing of radicals, 
we have 

{a 2 a 2 4 b' 2 /3 2 -\- c l y l ~ 2bcfty — 2caya - 2n5a/3 4 4 (Afty 4 Bya 4 Caff)} 2 

= 64a/?7 (FghoL 4 Grh/8 4 Bfgy). 
The left-hand side of the equation is what we have before 
called T. Writing then for a, /3, y their values m — n , n—l } 
l — we can reduce T to 

\l [b 4 c) 4- m (c 4 a) 4 n [a 4 b)] 1 — 4 (a 4 b 4 o) [amn 4 bnl 4 chn) 
— 4 (AP 4 Bm* 4 Cn 2 ) - 4 (A 4 B 4 0) (mn -i-nl-t- Im) 
4 8 { Al (?n 4 n) 4 Bm (n 4 T) 4 Cn (4^)| 

all the separate groups in which expression will be found to be 
fundamental invariants of the system, except Al 2 i- Bm 2 + Cn 2 , 
which is 0 ilx 0 ^ 8 -0 where © is the invariant of this Article. 
Thus we get 

t= - i (o,J m + e M 0 m + om + is©. 

If we consider the discriminant of IS -t- mS’ 4 nS as a 
ternary cubic in Z, m, n , and by the theory of cubic curves form 
its S and T invariants, Mr. Burnside has calculated the 8 to 
he T* 2 - 48M, and the T to be 8jT(72ilf- T 2 ). Thus we have 
T*-48M, and T(72M- T 2 ) expressed in terms of the ten 
fundamental invariants which occur in the discriminant of 
IS + mS’ + nS". And though Jf, T, 0 are not linearly ex- 
pressible in terms of these ten, yet we have just shown how 
to form two equations implicitly connecting M and T with these 
ten ; and of course we could, if we please, eliminate either M or 
T from these equations, and thus get an equation connecting 
either, singly with the fundamental invariants. 
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389c. Any three conics may in general be considered as 
the polar conics of three points with regard to the same cubic ; 
or, in other words, their equations may all be reduced to the 
form 

a (a? 5 * - 2yz) -f /3 {y 2 — 2 zx) + 7 {s? — 2 xy) = 0. 

If we use for the equations of the conics the forms given in 
Art. 389a, the equation of the cubic whence they are derived 
will be 


x y z w 
A + B + c + n = °; 


and it appears that if the invariant M vanish fin which case 
either A , i?, G or D vanishes), an exception occurs, and the 
conics cannot all be derived from the same cubic. In the 
general case, the equation of the cubic may be obtained by 
forming the Hessian of the Jacobian of the three conics, and 
subtracting the Jacobian itself multiplied by twice T. 

If we operate with the conics on the cubic contravariant, 
or with their reciprocals on the Jacobian, we obtain linear 
contravariants and covariants which geometrically represent the 
points of which the given conics are polar conics, and the polar 
lines of these points with respect to the cubic. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

THE METHOD OF INFINITESIMALS. 

390. Referring- the reader to other works where it is 
^owo how the differential calculus enables us readily to draw 
ta **gents to curves, and to determine the magnitude of their 
a *^as and arcs, we wish here to give him some idea of the 
^sinner in which these problems were investigated by geometers 
k^fore the invention of that method. The geometric methods 
not merely interesting in a historical point of view; they 
afford solutions of some questions more concise and simple than 
tfiose furnished by analysis, and they have even recently led to 
a beautiful theorem (Art. 399) which had not been anticipated 
by those who have applied the integral calculus to the recti- 
fication of conic sections. 

If a polygon be inscribed in any curve, it is evident that the 
to ore the number of the sides of the polygon is increased, the 
m ore nearly will the area and perimeter of the polygon approach 
to equality with the area and perimeter of the curve, and the more 
Hoarly will any side of the polygon approach to coincidence with 
the tangent at the point where it meets the curve. Now, if the 
sides of the polygon be multiplied ad infinitum , the polygon will 
coincide with tbe curve, and the tangent at any point will coincide 
"with the line joining two indefinitely near points on the curve. 
In like manner, we see that the more the number of the sides of 
a. circumscribing polygon is increased, the more nearly will its 
area and perimeter approach to equality with the area and peri- 
meter of the curve, and the more nearly will the intersection of 
two of its adjacent sides approach to the point of contact of either. 
Hence, in investigating the area or perimeter of any curve, we 
rn ay substitute for the curve an inscribed or circumscribing 
polygon of an indefinite number of sides; we may consider any 
tangent of the curve as the line joining two indefinitely near 
points on the curve, and any point on the curve as the inter- 
section of two indefinitely near tangents. 
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391. Ex. 1. To find the direction of the tangent at any point 
of a circle . 

In any isosceles triangle A OB, either base angle OB A is less 
than a right angle by half the vertical angle ; but as the points 
A and B approach to coincidence, the 
vertical angle may be supposed less 
than any assignable angle, therefore 
the angle OBA which the tangent 
makes with the radius is ultimately A. 
equal to a right angle. We shall 
frequently have occasion to use the 
principle here proved, viz. that two 
indefinitely near lines of equal length 
are at right angles to the line joining their extremities. 

Ex. 2. The circumferences of two circles are to each other as 
their radii . 

If polygons of the same number of sides be inscribed in the 
circles, it is evident, by similar triangles, that the bases ab, AB , 
are to each other as the radii of the circles, and, therefore, that 
the whole perimeters of the polygons are to each other in the 
same ratio ; and since this will be true, no matter how the 
number of sides of the polygon be increased, the circumferences 
are to each other in the same ratio. 

Ex. 3. The area of any circle is equal to the radius multiplied 
by the semi-circumference .. 

For the area of any triangle OAB is equal to half its base 
multiplied by the perpendicular on it from the centre ; hence the 
area of any inscribed regular polygon is equal to half the sum of 
its sides multiplied by the perpendicular on any side from the 
centre ; hut the more the number of sides is increased, the more 
nearly will the perimeter of the polygon approach to equality 
with that of the circle, and the more nearly will the perpen- 
dicular on any side approach to equality with the radius, and the 
difference between them can be made less than any assignable 
quantity ; hence ultimately the area of the circle is equal to the 
radius multiplied by the semi-circumference 5 or = 

392. Ex. 1 . To determine the direction of the tangent at any 
point on an ellipse . 
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Let P and P' be two indefinitely near points on tbe curve, 
then FP -f PF' = FP r + PF' • or, 
taking FR = FP, F'F=F'P, we 
have FR = PR ' ; but in the tri- 
angles PRP\ PR'P, we have also 
the base PP' common, and (by 
Ex. 1, Art. 391) the angles PRP r 
PR'P' right ; hence the angle 
PFR — FPF, Now TPF is ultimately equal to PFF \ since 
their difference PFP' may be supposed less than any given 
angle ; hence TPF — TPF’, or the focal radii make equal angles 
with the tangent 

Ex. 2. To determine the direction of the tangent at any point 
on a hyperbola. 

We have 

F'P-F'P^FP-FP, 
or, as before, 

FR = P'R\ 

Hence the angle 

PFR = PFF , 
or, the tangent is the internal bisector of the angle FPF r . 

Ex. 3. To determine the direction of the tangent at any voint 
qf a parabola . 

We have FP=PN, and FP r = FN hence PROP'S, or 




the angle N'FP—FFP. The tangent, there- N , g p> 

fore, bisects the angle FPN. N ■ ~ ~ 

393. Ex. 1. To find the area of the para- / // 
lolic sector FVP, P y f ? 

Since PS— PR, and PN—FP, we have the V 1 
triangle FPR half the parallelogram PSNN'. 

Now if we take a number of points PF', &c. \ 

between V and P, it is evident that the closer ^ 

we take them, the more nearly will the sum of ‘ 

ail the parallelograms PSN'N . , &c. approach 
to equality with the area DVPN, and the sum of all the tri- 
angles PFR , &c. to the sector VFP 5 hence ultimately the sector 
PFV is half the area DVPN, and therefore one-third of the 


quadrilateral DFPN, 
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Ex. 2. To find the area of the segment of a parabola cut off 
by any right line . 

Draw the diameter bisecting it, then the parallelogram FIT 
is equal to PIT, since they are the com- 
plements of parallelograms about the dia- 
gonal; but since TM is bisected at V' y 
the parallelogram PN' is half PIT ; if, 
therefore, we take a number of points 
P, P', P", &c., it follows that the sum of 
all the parallelograms PM' is double the 
sum of all the parallelograms PN\ and 
therefore ultimately that the space V'PM 
is double V'PN ; hence the area of the 
parabolic segment V'PM is to that of the parallelogram V'NPM 
in the ratio 2 : 3. 




/ 


Pfi 

i it i 

,1 

/! 




& 

V 

f 







394. Ex. 1 . The area of an ellipse is equal to the area of a 
circle whose radius is a geometric mean between the semi-axes of 
the ellipse . 

For if the ellipse and the circle on the transverse axis be 
divided by any number of lines 
parallel to the axis minor, then 
since mb : md :: m'b ' : m'd ' :: b : a, 
the quadrilateral mbb'm ' is to 
mdd'm' in the same ratio, and the 
sum of all the one set of quad- 
rilaterals, that is, the polygon 
Bbb'b" A inscribed in the ellipse 
is to the corresponding polygon 
Ddd'd"A inscribed in the circle, 
in the same ratio. Now this will 
be true whatever be the number of the sides of the polygon ; if 
we suppose them, therefore, increased indefinitely, we learn that 
the area of the ellipse is to the area of the circle as h to a j but 
the area of the circle being = ttol 1 , the area of the ellipse « jrab * 

Cor. It can be proved, in like manner, that if any two figures 
be such that the ordinate of one is in a constant ratio to the 
corresponding ordinate of the other, the areas of the figures are 
in the same ratio. 
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Ex. 2. Every diameter of a conic bisects the area enclosed by 
the curve . 

For if we suppose a number of ordinates drawn to this dia- 
meter, since the diameter bisects them all, it also bisects the 
trapezium formed by joining the extremities of any two adjacent 
ordinates, and by supposing the number of these trapezia in- 
creased without limit, we see that the diameter bisec s the area. 

395. Ex. 1. The area of the sector of a hyperbola made by 
joining any two points of it to the centre , is equal to the area of the 
segment made by drawing parallels from them to the asymptotes. 

For since the triangle PKC^QLC, the area PQC — PQKL. 

Ex. 2. Any two segments FOLK ", ESNM . are equal , if 
FK : QL :: RM: 8N. 

For 

FK: QL :: CL : GK % 

but (Art. 197) 

CL — MT\ CK=NT- y 

we have, therefore, 

RM: SN : : MT : NT, 
and therefore QR is parallel to PS. We can now easily prove 
that the sectors PCQ , RCS are equal, since the diameter bisect- 
ing PS, QR will bisect both the hyperbolic area FQRS , and 
also the triangles PCS, QCR . 

If we suppose the points Q , R to coincide, we see that we 
can bisect any area PENS by drawing an ordinate QL , a geo- 
metric mean between the ordinates at its extremities. 

Again, if a number of ordinates be taken, forming a continued 
geometric progression, the area between any two is constant. 

396. The tangent to the interior of two similar , similarly 
placed , and concentric conics cuts off a constant area from the 
exterior conic. 

For we proved (Art. 236, Ex. 4) that this tangent is always 
bisected at the point of contact ; now if we draw any two tangents, 
the angle A QA! will be equal to BQB r 
and the nearer we suppose the point Q 
to P, the more nearly will the sides 
A Q, A Q approach to equality with the 
sides BQ, S' Q, if, therefore, the two 
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tangents be taken indefinitely near, the triangle A QA f will be 
equal to BQB f, and the space AVB will be equal to A'VB 
since, therefore, this space remains constant as we pass from any 
tangent to the consecutive tangent, it will be constant whatever 
tangent we draw. 

Cor. It can be proved, in like manner, that if a tangent 
to one curve always cuts off a constant area from another, it will 
be bisected at the point of contact; and, conversely, that if it 
be always bisected it cuts off a constant area. 

Hence we can draw through a given point a line to cut off 
from a given conic the minimum area. If it were required to 
cut off a given area, it would be only necessary to draw a tangent 
through the point to some similar and concentric conic, and the 
greater the given area, the greater will be the distance between 
the two conics. The area will, therefore, evidently be least when 
this last conic passes through the given point ; and since the tan- 
gent at the point must be bisected, the line through a given 
point which cuts off the minimum area is bisected at that point. 

In like manner, the chord drawn through a given point 
which cuts off the minimum or maximum area from any curve 
is bisected at that point. In like manner can be proved the 
following two theorems, due to the late Professor MacCullagh. 

Ex. 1. If a tangent AB to one curve cutoff a constant arc from 
another , it is divided at the point of contact , so that AP : PB in- 
versely as the tangents to the outer curve at A and B , 

Ex. 2. If the tangent AB be of a constant length , and if the 
perpendicular let fall on AB from the intersection of the tangents 
at A and 1 B meet AB in M. , then AP will = MB . 

397. To find the radius of curvature at any point on an ellipse. 

The centre of the circle circumscribing any triangle is the 
intersection of perpendiculars erected at the middle points of the 
sides of that triangle ; it follows, therefore, that the centre of the 
circle passing through three consecutive points on the curve is 
the intersection of two consecutive normals to the curve. 

Now, given any two triangles FPF' , FP'F\ and PN 7 P'JV, 
the two bisectors of their vertical angles, it is easily proved by 
elementary geometry, that twice the angle PNP'— PFP fj r PE* If. 
(See figure, Art. 392, Ex. 1). 
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Now, since the arc of any circle is proportional to the angle 
it subtends at the centre (Euc. vi. 33), and also to the radius 
(.Art. 391), if we consider PP’ as the arc of a circle, whose centre 

pp' 

is Nj the angle PNP is measured by ~pp- • In like manner, 

DD 

taking PJ? = PP, PFP r is measured by -pp, and we have 


2PF PR FR_ 
PN ~ FP + F'P ' 5 


but PR = P'R' = PP ' sin PP'F; 

therefore, denoting this angle by 6 , PN by P, PP, F'P, \ by p , p\ 
we have 2 11 

R sin 0 ~~ p ^ p * 

Hence it may be inferred, that the fecal chord of curvature is double 
the harmonic mean between the focal radii . Substituting ^ for 
sin 0, 2a for p 4- p', and b' 2 for pp\ we obtain the known value 


b_ 
aV 


The radius of curvature of the hyperbola or parabola can be 
investigated by an exactly similar process. In the case of the 
parabola we have p' infinite, and the formula becomes 

2 _ 1 
R sin 6 p * 

I owe to Mr. Townsend the following investigation, by a 
different method, of the length of the focal chord of curvature: 

Draw any parallel QR to the tangent at P, and describe a 
circle through PQR meeting the focal 
chord PL of the conic at G. Then, by 
the circle PS.SC^QS.SR, and by 
the conic (Ex. 2, Art. 193) 

PS.SL : QS.SR :: PL : MN\ 

therefore, whatever be the circle, 

SC : SL :: MN : PL] 

hut for the * circle of curvature the 
points S and P coincide, therefore PC : PL :: MN : PL ; or, 
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curve, 


focal chord of curvature is equal to the focal chord of the conic 
drawn parallel to the tangent at the point (p. 219, Ex. 4). 

398. The radius of curvature of a central conic may other- 
wise be found thus: 

Let Q be an indefinitely near point on the 
parallel to the tangent, meeting the 
normal in S ; now, if a circle be de- 
scribed passing through P, Q, and 
touching PT at P, since QS is a per- 
pendicular let fall from Q on the 
diameter of this circle, we have 
PQ Z =PS multiplied by the diameter ; 


PCf 

or the radius of curvature =- 



Now, since QR is always 


drawn parallel to the tangent, and since PQ must ultimately 
coincide with the tangent, we have PQ ultimately equal to 
QR ; but, by the property of the ellipse (if we denote CP and 
its conjugate by a', J'), 

h n : aP :: QR 2 : PR . RP' (= 2a'. PR), 

2V\ PR 


therefore 


QR l = 


Jpi 

Hence the radius of curvature = — 


PR 
PS * 


Now, no matter how 


small PP, PS are taken, we have, by similar triangles, their 
ratio -p-g = -jj^p = — . Hence radius of curvature = ~ . 

It is not difficult to prove that at the intersection of two cow- 
focal comes the centre of curvature of either is the pole with respect 
to the other of the tangent to the former at the intersection • 


398 (a). If we consider the circle circumscribing the triangle 
formed by two tangents to a curve and their chord, it is evident 
geometrically, that its diameter is the line joining the inter- 
section of tangents to the intersection of the corresponding 
normals. Hence, in the limit, the diameter of the circle 
circumscribing the triangle formed by two consecutive tangents 
and their chord is the radius of curvature; that is to say, the 
radius of the circle here considered is half the radius of curvature 
(Compare Art. 262, Ex. 4). 
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399. If two tangents be drawn to an ellipse from any point oj 
a confocal ellipse , the excess of the sum of these two tangents over 
the arc intercepted between them is constant* 

For, take an indefinitely near point T\ and let fall the per- 
pendiculars TR , T'S , then (see fig.) 

PP=PP = PP'4-P'i2 

(for P'B may be considered as the continuation of the line PP f ) 
in like manner 

QT’ = QQl+QS. 

Again, since, by Art. 189, the angle 
TTR = T’TSj we have TS~ TE-, 
and therefore 

FT + TQ' = PT' + T' Qf. 

Hence (PT+ TQ) - (P'T'+ T Q') = PP'- Q Q'= PQ-F Q\ 

Cor. The same theorem will be true of any two curves which 
possess the property that two tangents TP, TQ to the inner one 
always make equal angles with the tangent TT' to the outer. 

400. If two tangents be drawn to an ellipse from any point 
of a confocal hyperbola , the difference of the arcs PK , QK is equal 
to the difference of the tangents TP \ TQ , f 

For it appears, precisely as 
before, that the excess of 
TP'-P'K over TP-PK=T'R, 
and that the excess of T r Q'— Qf K 
over TQ-QK is T'S , which is 
equal to T'R , since (Art.189) TT' 
bisects the angle R T S. The dif- 
ference, therefore, between the 
excess of TP over PP, and that 
of TQ over QK is constant ; but 
in the particular case where T 

* This beautiful theorem, was discovered by Bishop Graves. See his Translation of 
Chasles’s Memoirs on Cones and Spherical Conics, p. 77. 

f This extension of the preceding theorem was discovered hy Mr. Mac Cullagh, 
Dublin Exam. Papers , 1841, p. 41; 1842, pp. 68, 83. M. Chasles afterwards inde- 
pendently noticed the same extension of Bishop Graves’s theorem. Comptes JRendrn, 
October, 1843, tom. xvn. p. 838. 
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coincides with K * both these excesses and consequently tlieir dif- 
ference vanish; in every case, therefore, TP— PIC = TQ- QIC •• 

COR. FagnanTs theorem , Cl That an elliptic quadrant can be 
so divided, that the difference of its parts may be equal to the 
difference of the semi-axes,” follows immediately from this. 
Article, since we have only to draw tangents at the extremities 
of the axes, and through their intersection to draw a hyperbola 
confocal with the given ellipse. The coordinates of the points 
where it meets the ellipse are found to be 

2 g s 2 Z > 3 

X = , y 2 = 7 . 

a + 5’ ^ a + 5 

401. If a polygon circumscribe a conic , and if all the vertices 
but one move on confocal conics , the locus of the remaining vertex 
will be a confocal conic. 

In the first place, we assert that if the vertex T of an angle 
PTQ circumscribing a conic, move on a confocal conic (see fig., 
Art. 399); and if we denote by a, 5, the diameters parallel to 
TP, TQ) and by a, fi, the angles TP! 7 ', TQ'T' , made by each of 
the sides of the angle with its consecutive position, then aa — bl3 . 
Tor (Art. 399) THAT'S) but TR= TP.a)T'S= T' Q'.$, and 
(Art. 149) TP and TQ are proportional to the diameters to 
which they are parallel. 

Conversely, if aa = J/3, T moves on a confocal conic. For 
by reversing the steps of the proof we prove that THAT'S] 
hence that TT' makes equal angles with TP, TQ , and therefore 
coincides with the tangent to the confocal conic through T\ and 
therefore that T ' lie^ on that conic. 

If, then, the diameters parallel to the sides of the polygon be 
a, 5, c, &c., that parallel to the last side being d, we have aa = 6/9, 
because the first vertex moves on a confocal conic; in like 
manner 5/3 = cy, and so on until we find aa = dS , which shows 
that the last vertex moves on a confocal conic.* 


* This proof is taken from a paper by Dr. Hart; Cambridge and J>Min Mathe- 
matical Jownalj Yol, iv. 193, 
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Pascal’s Theorem, Art. 267. 

M. Steiner was the first who (in Gergonne's Annales) directed the attention of 
geometers to the complete figure obtained by joining in every possible way six points 
on a conic. M, Steiner’s theorems were corrected and extended by M. Pliicker 
(Crdlt'a Journal , vol. v. p. 274), and the subject has been more recently investigated 
by Messrs. Cayley and Kirkrnan, the latter of whom, in particular, has added several 
new theorems to those already known (see Cambridge and Dublin Mathematical 
Journal, vol. v. p. 185). We shall in this note give a slight sketch of the more 
important of these, and of the methods Of obtaining them. The greater part are 
derived by joining the simplest principles of the theory of combinations with the 
following elementary theorems and their reciprocals : “ If two triangles be such that 
the lines joining corresponding vertices meet in a point ( the centre of homology of the 
two triangles), the intersections of corresponding sides will lie in one right line (their 
««).” “If the intersections of opposite sides of three triangles be for each pair the 
same three points in a right line, the centres of homology of the first and second, 
second and third, third and first, will lie in a right line.” 

.Now let the six points on a conic be a, b, c, d, e, f which we Bhall call the 
points P. These may be connected by fifteen right lines, ab, ac, &c., which we shall 
call the lines 0. Each of the lines C (for example) ab is intersected by the fourteen 
others j by four of them in the point a, by four in the point b, and consequently by 
six in joints distinct from the points P (for example the points {ah, cd), &c.) . These 
we shall call the points p. There are forty-five such points ; for as there are six on 
each of the lines C, to find the number of points p, we must multiply the 
number of lines G by 6, and divide by 2, since two lines C pass through every pointy. 

If we take the sides of the hexagon in the order abedef , Pascal’s theorem is, that 
the three p points, (ab, de), {cd, fa), {be, ef), lie in one right line, which we may call 

(ab .cd .ef } 

either the Pascal abedef, or else we may denote as the Pascal _fa.be] 1 a form 

which we sometimes prefer, as showing more readily the three points through which 
the Pascal passes. Through each point p four Pascals can be drawn. Thus through 
(ab, de) can be drawn abedef, abfdec , abcedf, abfedc. We then find the total number 
of Pascals by multiplying the number of points p by 4, and dividing by 3, since 
’there are three points p on each Pascal. We thus obtain the number of Pascal’s 
linage GO. We might have derived the same directly by considering the number of 
different ways of arranging the letters abedef. 

Consider now the three triangles whose sides are 
ab, cd, ef, (1) 

de, fa, be, (2) 

ef, be, ad, (3) 
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The intersections of corresponding sides of 1 and 2 lie on the same Pascal, therefore 
the lines joining corresponding vertices meet in a point, hut these are the three 
Pascals, 

(ab . de . cf) f cd fa . be) (ef. be .ad) 

1 cd .fa .be J* \ ef. be . ad) * taZ> . de.cj ) * 

This is Steiner’s theorem (Art. 268) ,* we shall call this the g point, 

{ db.de. ef) 
cd.fa.be r . 
ef. be. ad' 

The notation shows plainly that on each Pascal’s line there is only one g point ; for 

given the Pascal 'fa^be} & P°i nt on it is found by writing under each term 
the two letters not already found in that vertical line. Since then three Pascals 
intersect in every point g, the number of points g ~ 20. If we take the triangles 
2, 3 j and 1, 3 ; the lines joining corresponding vertices are the same in all cases 
therefore, by the reciprocal of the second preliminary theorem, the three axes of the 

Cab.cd.ef) 

three triangles meet in a point. This is also a g point j de fa . be f , and Steiner 

^cf. be. ad) 

has stated that the two g points just written are harmonic conjugates with regard 
to the conic, so that the 20 g points may be distributed into ten pairs.* - The Pascals 
which pass through these two g points correspond to hexagons taken in the order 
respectively, abefed, afedeb , adebef ■ abedef afebed , adefeb ; three alternate vertices 
holding in all the same position. 

Let us now consider the triangles, 


ab.ee. df) 
de.bf.ac / * 
ab.ee . df\ 
cf. bd.ae) 1 


cd 

cd.bf, ae) 
af. ce.bd) 1 
cd.bf. ae) 
be.ac.df) ’ 


ef. bd.ae) 
lc.ae.df) ’ 
ef. bd.ae) 
ad. ce .bf) ’ 


The intersections of corresponding sides of 1 and 4 are three points which lie on 
the same Pascal ; therefore the lines joining corresponding vertices meet in a point. 
But these are the three Pascals, 


ab.ee. df) 

cd . bf. ae 1 

ef. ac . bd ) 

cd .bf.ae) ’ 

ef. ac . Id) * 

ab . df. ce) 


ab.ee. df\ 

We may denote the point of meeting as the li point, cd . bf. ae !• . 

ef. ac . bdJ 

The notation differs from that of the g points in that only one of the vertical 
columns contains the six letters without omission or repetition. On every Pascal 
there are three h points, viz. there are on 


ai.cd.ef] ab.cd.ef-> ab.cd.ef-> ab.cd.efs 

de.af.be J : de.af.bc>, de.af.be>, de.af.be L 

cf. bd.ae) ac. be. df) bf.ee. ad, 

where the ban denotes the complete vertical column. We obtain then Mr. Kirkman’s 
extension of Steiner’s theorem :—The Pascals intersect three by three , not only in 
Steiner's twenty points g, but also in sixty other points h. The demonstration of 
Art. 268 applies alike to Mr. Karkman’s and to Steiner’s theorem. 

In like manner if we consider the triangles 1 and 6, the lines joining corresponding 
vertices are the same as for 1 and 4; therefore the corresponding sides intersect on 

* Bor a proof of this see Staudt {Crelle, lxii. 142). 
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a right line, as they manifestly do on a Pascal. In the same manner the corre- 
sponding sides of 4 and 5 must intersect on a right line, but these intersections are 
tlie three h points, 


ac.bd.ef' 
df. ae 
ce . bf . 


Jc , 
. ad) 


ab.ee. df) ae.cd.bf ' 

de . bf. ac >• , Id. af. ce 

cf.ae.bd ) ac.be. df. 

Moreover, the axis of 4 and 5 must pass through the intersection of the 

ab .cd. ef ] 

1, 4, and 1, 5, namely, through the g point, de . af. be 


axes of 


cf .be. ad) 

In this notation the g point is found by combining the complete vertical columns 
of the three h points. Hence we have the theorem, “ There are twenty lines G, each 
of which passes through one g and three h points The existence of these lines 
waa observed independently by Prof. Cayley and myself. The proof here given is 
Prof. Cayley’s. 


It can be proved similarly that u The twenty lines G pass four by four through 
fifteen points i.” The four lines G whose g points in the preceding notation have 
a common vertical column will pass through the same point. 

Again, let us take three Pascals meeting in a point h. For instance, 


ab.ee. df\ 

de . bf. ac \ 

cf. ae.bd 1 

de . bf .ac J * 

cf .ae. bd) 1 

db .df. ce J 


We may, by taking on each of these a point p, form a triangle whose vertices are 
{df ac), ( bf ae), ( bd , ce) and whose sides are, therefore, 


ac . bf. de' 
df. ae . cb 


n 

bf. ce.adl 

bd.ac. ef) 


ae.bd.cff 1 

ce.df. ab J 


Again, we may take on each a point h , by writing under each of the above 
Pascals af.cd .be, and so form a triangle whose sides are 


ac . bf. de 
be.cd. af) 


1 

cf.ae.bd ' | 

df. ab ,C6'| 

V’ 

be. cd.af) ’ 

be. cd.af) 


But the intersections of corresponding sides of these triangles, which must therefore 
be on a right line, are the three g points. 


be.cd. af' 
ac . bf.de ■ 
df. ae.be- 


be .cd.af 
cf. ae.bdY , 
ad .bf .ce 


be. cd.af) 
df. ab . ce j- , 
ac . ef. bd ) 


be. cd.af f 
cf.aJb .de » * 
ad.ef.be \ 


I have added a fourth g point, which the symmetry of the notation shows must 
He on the same right line ; these being all the g points into the notation of which 
be .cd.af can enter. How there can be formed, as may readily he seen, fifteen different 
products of the form be .cd .af', we have then Steiner’s theorem, The g points lie 
four by four on fifteen right lines I. Hesse has noticed that there is a certain reci- 
procity between the theorems we have obtained. There are 60 Kirkman points h, 
and 60 Pascal lines H corresponding each to each in a definite order to be explained 
presently. There are 20 Steiner points g, through each of which passes three Pascals 
M and one line G; and there are 20 lines G, on each of which lie three Kirkman 
points h and one Steiner g. And as the twenty lines G pass four by four through 
fifteen points i, so the twenty points g lie four by four on fifteen lines I. The 
following investigation gives a new proof of some of the preceding theorems and 
also shews what h point corresponds to the Pascal got by taking the vertices in 
the order abedef. Consider the two inscribed triangles ace , Idf j their sides touch 
a conic (see Ex. 4, Art. 356) ; therefore we may apply Brianchon’s theorem to the 
Hexagon whose sides are ce, df ae, bf ac, bd, Taking them in this order, the dia< 
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ce . hf. ad 

gonals of the hexagon are the three Pascals intersecting in the h point, df . ac . be - 

ae . bd . cf 

And since, if retaining the alternate sides ce, ae, ac, we permutate cyclically the other 
three, then by the reciprocal of Steiner’s theorem, the three resulting Brianchon 
points lie on a right line, it is thus proved that three h points lie in a right line G, 
From the same circumscribing hexagon it can be inferred that the lines joining the 
point a to [be, df) and d to {ac, ef) intersect on the Pascal abedef and that there are 
six such intersections on every Pascal. 

More recently Prof. Cayley has deduced the properties of this figure by consider- 
ing it as the projection of the lines of intersection of six planes. See Quarterly 
Journal, vol. IX. p. 348. 

Still more recently the whole figure has been discussed and several now properties 
obtained by Veronese ( Nuooi Teoremi suW ILexctgrummim Mystiaun in the Memoirs 
of the Reale Accademia dei Lined, 1877). He states with some extension the 
geometrical principles which we have employed in the investigation, as follows: 
I. Consider three lines passing through a point, and three points in each line ; these 
points form 27 triangles which may be divided into 3G sets of three triangles in 
perspective in pairs, the axe 3 of homology passing three by three through 30 points 
which lie four by four on 27 right lines. II. If 4 triangles a x &c. are in 
perspective, the first with the second, the second with the third, the third with the 
fourth, and the fourth with the first, the vertices marked with the same letters 
corresponding to each other, and if the four centres of homology lie in a right line, the 
four axes will pass through a point. III. If we have four quadrangles &c. 

related in like manner, the four points of the last theorem answering to the triangles 
bed, eda, dab, abc lie on a right line. Considering the case when all four quadrangles 
have the same centre of homology, we obtain the corollary; If on four lines passing 
through a point we take 3 homologous quadrangles afj./L, a.J) 3 c z d 3 > then we 

have four sets of three homologous triangles, the axes of homology of each 

three passing through a point and the four points lying on a right line. IV. If we 
have two triangles in pevspective a. x b x c x , a.,b.,c 2 , and if we take the intersections of 
b x c 2 , b. 2 c l ; c,u 2 , c 2 a 1 ; a x b 2 , aj> x , we form a new triangle in perspective with the other 
two, the three centres of homology lying on a right line. It would be too long to 
enumerate all the theorems which Veronese derives from these principles. Suffice it to 
say that a leading feature of bis investigation is the breaking up of the system of 
Pascals into six groups, each of ten Pascals, the ten corresponding Turkman points 
lying three by three on these lines which also pass in threes through these points. It 
may be added that Veronese states the correspondence between a Pascal line and a 
Kirkinan point as follows : Take out of the 15 lines G the six sides of any hexagon, 
there remain 9 lines C ; out of these can be formed three hexagons whose Pascals 
meet in the Kirkman point corresponding to the Pascal of the hexagon with which wo 
started. 

After the publication of Veronese’s paper Cremona obtained very elegant demon- 
strations of his theorems by studying the subject from quite a different point of view. 
From the theory of cubical surfaces we know ( Geometry oj Three Dimensions, 
Art. 536), that if such a surface have a nodal point, there lie on t he surface six right 
lines passing through the node, which also lie on a cone of the second order, and 
fifteen other lines, one in the plane of each pair of the foregoing; by projecting this 
figure Cremona obtains the whole theory of the hexagon. 

It may be well to add some formulae useful in the analytic discussion cf the 
hexagon inscribed in the conic LM — R?. Let the values of the parameter fx 
(Art. 270) for the six vertices be a, b, c, d, e , f and let us denote by (ab) tho 
quantity abL — {a -f b) R + M, which, equated to zero, represents the chord joining 
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two vertices. Then it is easy to see that (ad) (cd) - (ad) (be) is LAI ~ IP multiplied 
by the factor (a - c ) (b - d), and hence that if we compare, as in Art. 268, the forms 
(ab) (cd) — (ad) (pc), (of) (de) — (ad) (ef) we get the equation of the Pascal abedef in 
the form 


(a c) (b d) (ef) = (a - e) (f- d) (be). 

The same equation might also have been obtained in the forms, which can easily be 
verified as being equivalent, 

(a - e) (b -/) (cd) = (c - e) (J - d) (a/), 

(c - a) (b -f) (de) ={e-e) (d -/) (ab). 

The three other Pascals which pass through (be) (ef) are 

(a - c) (b - d) (ef) = (a -/) (e - d) (be), 

(a -b)(c- d) (ef) = (a - e) (/- d) (be), 

(a-b)(c-d) (ef) - (a-f) (e-d) (be), 
these being respectively the Pascals abedfe , acbdef acbdfe . 

Consider the three Pascals 

(a. - c) (b - d) (ef) -(a-e) (/- d) (be) - (b-f) (c - e) (ad) ; 
these evidently intersect in a point, viz. a Steiner < 7 -point ; but the three 

(a - c ) (b - d) (ef) = (a-e) (/- d) (be) -(b-e) (c -/) (ad) 

intersect in a Kirkman 7 a - point. 

Mr. Cathcart lias otherwise obtained the equation of the Pascal lme in a deter- 
minant form. It was shewn (Art. 331) that the relation between corresponding points 
of two homographic systems is of the form 

Aaaf + Pet + Ca! + -Z) — 0. 


Hence, eliminating A, J3, C, 7), we see that the relation between four points and 
other four of two homographic systems is 

act, a , a', 1 

PP, P> P, 1 
| yy' i r > y '» 1 
SB’, B, B’, l | = o* 

and the double points of the system are got by putting 3' = 3, and solving the quad- 
ratic for 3. But we saw Art. 289, Ex. 10, that the Pascal line LMN passes through 
A' K’ the double points of the two homographic systems determined by ACE, DFB 
the alternate vertices of the hexagon. And since, if 3 be tbe parameter of the point 
JT, we have M , II, L respectively proportional to S 2 , B, 1, it follows that the equation 
of the Pascal abedef is 

M, R, R, L | 

ad, a, d, 1 

be, b, e, I 

Of C, f 1 ! = 0. 


Systems of Tangential Coordinates, Art. 311. 

Through this volume we have ordinarily understood by the tangential coordinates 
of a line la +mft - f- ny, the constants l, iti, n in the equation of the line (Art. /0) j 
and by the tangential equation of a curve the relation necessary between these 
constants in order that the line should touch the curve. We have preferred this 
method because it is the most closely connected' with the main subject of tins volume, 
and because all other systems of tangential coordinates may be reduced to it. We 


On this determinant see Cayley, Phil Trans.. 1858, p. 436. 
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wish now to notice one or two points in this theory which we have omitted to 
mention, and then briefly to explain some other systems of tangential coordinates. 
We have given (Ex. 6, Art. 132) the tangential equation of a circle whose centre is 
a'/3'y' and radius r, viz. 

{la' -f m/3' + ny ') 2 = r 2 (Z 2 + m* + n 2 — 2 mn cos A — 2 nl cos B — 2bn cos C ) ; 

let ns examine what the right-hand side of this equation, if equated to nothing, 
would represent. It may easily be seen that it satisfies the condition of resolvability 
into factors, and therefore represents two points. And what these points are may 
be seen by recollecting that this quantity was obtained (Art. 61) by writing at full 
length la 4 m/3 + ny, and taking the sum of the squares of the coefficients of x 
and y, l cos a 4- m cos /3 4 • n cos y, l sin a 4- m sin /3 + n sin y. Now if a 2 -f b % = 0, the 
line ax 4- by + c is parallel to one or other of the lines x ± y J{ - 1) = 0, the two 
points therefore are the two imaginary points at infinity on any circle. And this 
appears also from the tangential equation of a circle which we have just given: 
for if we call the two factors to, u>', and the centre a, that equation is of the form 
a 2 = r 2 a)a/, showing that w, to' are the points of contact of tangents from a. In 
like manner if we form the tangential equation of a conic whose foci are given, by 
expressing the condition that the product of the perpendiculars from these points 
on any tangent is constant, we obtain the equation in the form 

{la! 4- m/3' 4- ny) [la" 4 m/3" 4- ny ") = b 2 to a/, 
showing that the conic is touched by the lineB joining the two foci to the points 
co, to! (Art. 258a). 

It appears from Art. 61 that the result of substituting the tangential coordinates 
of any line in the equation of a point is proportional to the perpendicular from that 
point on the line ; hence the tangential equations a/3 = ky&, ay = Zr/3 2 when inter- 
preted give the theorems proved by reciprocation Art. 311. If we substitute the 
coordinates of any line in the equation of a circle given above, the result is easily 
seen to be proportional to the square of the chord intercepted on the line by the 
circle. Hence if Z, 2' represent two circles, we learn by interpreting the equation 
2 = h 2 Z' that the envelope of a line on which two given circles intercept chords 
having to each other a constant ratio is a conic touching the tangents common to 
the two circles. 

Lastly, it is to be remarked that a system of two points cannot be adequately 
represented by a trilinear, nor a system of two lines by a tangential equation. If 
we are given a tangential equation denoting two points, and form, as in Art. 285, 
the corresponding trilinear equation, it will be found that wo get the square of the 
equation of the line joining the points, but all trace of the points themselves has dis- 
appeared. Similarly if we have the equation of a pair of lines intersecting in a point 
«'/3'y', the corresponding tangential equation will be found to be (/«' 4- m/3' 4- ny') 2 =0. 
In fact, a line analytically fulfils the conditions of a tangent if it meets a curve in 
two coincident points j and when, a conic reduces to a pair of lines, any line through 
their intersection must be regarded as a tangent to the system. 

The method of tangential coordinates may be presented in a form which does 
not presuppose any acquaintance with the trilinear or Cartesian systems. Just as 
in trilinear coordinates the position of a point is determined by the mutual ratios 
of the perpendiculars let fall from it on three fixed lines, so (Art. 311) the position 
of a line may be determined by the mutual ratios of the perpendiculars let fall on 
it from three fixed points. If the perpendiculars let fall on a line from two points 
A, JB be X, ft, then it is proved, as in Art. 7, that the perpendicular on it from the 

point which cuts the line AB in the ratio ctm-.lh - f ~^ , and consequently that 
if the line pass through that point we have IX 4 my. ~ 0, which therefor© may be 
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' = 0 . 


regarded as tlie equation of that point. Thus X + p = 0 is the equation of the middle 
point of AB, X — p = 0 that of a point at infinity on AB. In like manner (see 
Art. 7, Ex. 6) it is proved that l\ 4- mp + nv = 0 is the equation of a point 0, which, 
may he constructed (see fig. p. 61) either by cutting BC in the ratio n : m and AD 
in the ratio m 4 - n : l ; or by cutting AC : : l :n and BE :: l + n : m, or by cutting 
AB umil and CF : : l 4~ m in. Since the ratio of the triangles A OB : AO C is the 
same as that of BD : BC, we may write the equation of the point 0 in the form 
BOC . X + CO A .fx + AOB .v — Q. 

Or, again, substituting for each triangle BOC its value p'p" sin 0 (see Art. 311) 

X sin &, (i sin & t v sin 0" 

1 : — - + 

P P P 

Thus, for example, the coordinates of the line at infinity are X = p = v, since all 
finite points may be regarded as equidistant from it ; the point l\ 4- mju 4* nv will 
be at infinity when l 4- m -f- n — 0 ; and generally a curve will be touched by the 
line at infinity if the sum of the coefficients in its equation = 0. So again the 
equations of the intersections of bisectors of sides, of bisectors of angles, and 
of the perpendiculars, of the triangle of reference are respectively \ + /i + i/ = 0, 
X sin A 4- p sin B 4- v sin C= 0, X tan A 4- /a tan B 4- v tan C = 0. It is unnecessary to 
give further illustrations of the application of these coordinates because they differ 
only by constant multipliers from, those we nave used already. The length of the 
perpendicular from any point on la 4- m(3 4- ny is (Art. 61) 

let' 4 - mp 4 - ny r 


d(£ 4 - m? 4- n 2 — 2 mn cos A — 2 nl cos B — 2 Im cos C) 9 

the denominator being the same for every point. If then p, p*, p" be the perpen- 
diculars let fall from each vertex of the triangle on the opposite side, the perpen- 
diculars X, fx, v from these vertices on any line are respectively proportional to 
Ip, mp', up " ; and we see at once how to transform such tangential equations as were 
used in the preceding pages, viz. homogeneous equations in l , m, n, into equations 
expressed in terms of the perpendiculars X, p, v. It is evident from the actual values 
that X, /z, v are connected by the relation 

2uv . 2z/X yy 2X»i n . 

- - cos A — cos B — , cos (7=1. 

PP BP VP 

It was shown (Art. 311) how to deduce from the trilinear equation of any curve the 
tangential equation of its reciprocal. 


^ 

P 2 P' 2 P" 


The system of three point tangential 
coordinates just explained includes under 
it two other methods at first sight very 
different. Let one of the points of re- 
ference C he at infinity, then both v 
and p" become infinite, but their ratio 
remains finite and = sin COE, where 
DOE is any line drawn through the 
point 0. The equation then of a 
point already given becomes in this 
case 


sin 

P 


sin COE + p' sin COE 
When 0 is given every thing in this equation is constant except the two variables 
but since sin COE = sin ODA, these two variables are re- 


sin 6 ' 


- 4-sin 0"=O. 



P 


sin COE 9 sin COE 9 

spectively AD , BE. In other words, if we take as coordinates AD, BE the 

t> r> u. 
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intercepts made by a variable line on two fixed parallel lines, then any equation 
a\ + by + c = 0, denotes a point ; and this equation may be considered as the form 
assumed by the homogeneous equation aX + by + cv = 0 when the point v = 0 is 
at infinity. The following example illustrates the use of coordinates of this kind 
We know from the theory of conic sections that the general equation of the second 
degree can be reduced to the form aft = k 2 , where a, ft are certain linear functions 
of the coordinates. This is an analytical fact wholly independent of the inter- 
pretation we give the equations. It follows then that the general equation of curves 
of the second class in this system can be reduced to the same form aft — B 1 , but this 
denotes a curve on which the points a, ft lie and which has for tangents at these 
points the parallel lines joining a, ft to the infinitely distant point k. We have then 
the well known theorem that any variable tangent to a conic intercepts on two fixed 
parallel tangents portions whose rectangle is constant. 

Again, let two of the points of reference be at infinity, then, as in the last case 
the equation of a line becomes 


X sin 0 


4- sin O'. sin BOD 4- sin 6". sin COE , 


or, as may be easily seen, 

8in0 . . at 1 , • an 1 n 

7- + sm0 35 + sme 

When the point 0 is given, the only 
things variable in this equation are 
AD, AE, and we see that if we take 
as coordinates the reciprocals of the 
intercepts made by a variable line on 
the axes, then any linear equation 
between these coordinates denotes a 
„th 



point, and an equation of the w tn degree denotes a curve of the n Xd class. 

It is evident that tangential equations of this kind are identical with that form 
of the tangential equations used in the text where the coordinates are the coefficients 
l, m, in the Cartesian equation lx -f my = 1, or the mutual ratios of the coefficients 
n the Cartesian equation, lx 4- my 4* n = 0. 


Expression of the Coordinates of a Point on a Conio by a single 
Parameter. 

We have seen (Art. 270) that the coordinates of a point on a conic can be 
expressed as quadratic functions of a parameter. We show now, conversely, that 
if the coordinates of a point can he so expressed, the point must lie on a conic. Let 
us write down the most general expressions of the kind, viz. 

x = a\ 2 4- 2 hX/x 4- by 2 , y — a'X 2 4- 2 h'Xy 4- b'y 2 , z = a"X 2 4- 2 h"Xy 4- b"y?. 

Then, solving these equations for X 2 , 2X/u, y 2 , we have (Big her Algebra , Art. 29) 
AX 2 -Ax 4- A'y 4- A"z, 2AXyu = Ex 4- H'y 4- B"z, Ay? = Bx 4* B'y + B’% 

where A is the determinant formed with a , h , b, &c., and A, IT, B, <fec. are the minors 
of that determinant. The point then, evidently, lies on the locus 

(Hx 4- B'y 4- K"zf - 4 {Ax + A'y 4- A"z) (. Bx 4- B'y 4- B"z). 

If we look for the intersection with this conic of any line ax + fty + yz , we have 
only to substitute in the equation of this line the parameter expressions for x, y, z, 
and we find that the parameters of the intersection are determined by the quadratic 

{aa 4- a' ft 4- &”y) A 2 4- 2. (ha 4- h'ft 4- h”y) Xy 4- (ha 4* b*ft 4- b"y ) y 2 = 0. 
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The line will be a tangent if this equation he a perfect square, in which case we 
must have 

(acc 4 a r /3 4 a”y) (ba 4 S'/3 -f l”y) — (ha 4 4- h”y ) 2 , 

which may be regarded as the equation of the reciprocal conic. If this condition is 
satisfied, we may assume 

aa 4 a'/3 4 - a n y — P, ha 4 h!fi 4 h"y = Im , ha 4 b r (3 4 b"y = 

whence 

Aa = AZ 2 4 Him, 4 JBm-, Aft = 4'Z 2 4 H'Zm 4 H'm 2 , Ay = A"P 4 H"lm 4 B"m - ; 
that is to say, tire reciprocal coordinates may he similarly expressed as quadratic 
functions of a parameter, the constants being the minors of the determinant formed 
with the original constants. 

The equation of the conic might otherwise have been obtained thus : The equation 
of the line joining two points is (Art. 132a) got by equating to zero the determinant 
formed with x, ?/, ^ j x\ ?/, z f ; x’ r , ?/', z". If the two points are on the curve, we may 
substitute for their coordinates their parameter expressions ; and when the two points 
are consecutive, we see, by making an obvious reduction of the determinant, that the 
equation of the tangent corresponding to any point A, g. is 
x , y , 2 

a\ 4 hfi, a'\ 4 h'g, a "A. 4 h”g I 

hX 4 hfji, h'\ 4 b"fx, h”k 4 W g I = 0. 

Expanding this and regarding it as the equation of a variable line containing the 

parameter A : /a, its envelope, by the ordinary method, gives the same equation as 
before. 

The equation of the line joining two points will be found, when expanded, to be 
of the form X A V 4 Y (A/ 4 A» 4 Zgg! = 0, and we can otherwise exhibit it in 
this form, for the coordinates of either point satisfy the equations x =a\--\-2h\g-j-bfx 2 , <fce, 
and we have also fx’g'X 2 — Xg (X'g” 4 X'V) 4 X*X”g 2 = 0 ; hence, eliminating A*, A g, V, 
we have 

mV", -(xy' 4 XV), vx" 

a , 2 h f b 

a' , 2 h* , b f 

a" , W , b” 

If the parameters of any number of points on a conic be given by an algebraic 
equation, the invariants and covariants of that binary quantic will admit of geometric 
interpretation (see Burnside, Higher Algebra , Art. 190). A quadratic has no invariant 
but its discriminant, and when we consider two points there is no special case, 
except when the points coincide. In the case of two quadratics their harmonic 
invariant expresses the condition that the two corresponding lines should be conjugate 
and their Jacobian gives the points where the curve is met by the intersection of these 
lines. If we consider three points whose parameters are given by a binary cubic, the 
covariants of that cubic may be interpreted as follows : Let the three points be a, b , c, 
and let the triangle formed by the tangents at these points be ABC ; these two 
triangles being Iiomologous, then the Hessian of the binary cubic determines the 
parameters of the two points where the axis of homology of these triangles meets 
the conic; and the cubic covariant determines the parameters of the three pomts 
where the lines Aa, Bb, Co meet the conic. In like manner, if there be four pomts 
the sextic covariant of the quartic determining their parameters, gives the parameters 
of the points where the conic is met by the sides of the triangle whose vertices am 
the points ab, cd j ac, bd ; ad, bo. 

ON THE PROBLEM TO DESCRIBE A CONIC TINDER FIVE CONDITIONS. _ 

We saw (Art. 133) that five conditions determine a conic; we can therrfore, m 
general describe a conic being given » points and • tangents where « + .»-#• 
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• shall not think it worth while to treat separately the cases where any of these are at 
an infinite distance, for which the constructions for the general case only require to 
be suitably modified. Thus to be given a parallel to an asymptote is equivalent to one 
condition, for we are then given a point of the curve, namely, the point at infinity on 
the given parallel. If, for example, we were required to describe a conic, given four 
points and a parallel to an asymptote, the only change to be made in the construction 
| (Art. 269) is to suppose the point E at infinity, and the lines BE> QE therefore drawn 
I parallel to a given line. 

To be given an asymptote is equivalent to two conditions, for we are then given 
a tangent and its point of contact, namely, the point at infinity on the given 
asymptote. To be given that the curve is a parabola is equivalent to one condition, 
for we are then given a tangent, namely, the line at infinity. To be given that the 
f curve is a circle is equivalent to two conditions, for we are then given two points of 
the curve at infinity. To be given a focus is equivalent to two conditions, for we are 
then given two tangents to the curve (Art. 258a), or we may see otherwise that the focus 
and any three conditions will determine the curve ; for by taking the focus as origin, 
and reciprocating, the problem becomes, to describe a circle, three conditions being 
given; and the solution of this, obtained by elementary geometry, may be again 
reciprocated for the conic. The reader is recommended to construct by this method 
the directrix of one of the four conics which can be described when the focus and 
three points are given. Again, to be given the pole, with reyard to the conic , of any 
given right line, is equivalent to two conditions ; for three more will determine the curve. 
Tor (see figure, Art. 146) if we know that P is the polar of PJR”, and that T is a 
.point on the curve, T’, the fourth harmonic, must also be a point on the curve; or 
if Or be a tangent, OT' must also be a tangent ; if then, in addition to a line and its 
pole, we are given three points or tangents, we can find three more, and thus determine 
the curve. Hence, to be given the centre (the pole of the line at infinity) is equivalent 
to two conditions. It may be seen likewise that to be given a point on the polar of a 
given point is equivalent to one condition. For example, when we are given that the 
curve is an equilateral hyperbola, this is the same as sajdng that the two points 
at infinity on any circle lie each on the polar of the other with respect to the curve. 
To be given a self -conjugate triangle is equivalent to three conditions; and when 
a self-conjugate triangle with regard to a parabola is given three tangents are 
given. 

Given five points. — We have shown, Art. 269, how by the ruler alone we may deter- 
mine as many other points of the curve as we please. We may also find the polar 
of any given point with regard to the curve ; for by the help of the same Article we 
can perform the construction of Ex. 2, Art. 146. Hence too we can find the pole 
of any line, and therefore also the centre. 

Five tangents. — We may either reciprocate the construction of Art. 269, or reduce 
this questiou to the last by Ex. 4, Art. 268. 

Four points and a tangent.— We have already given one method of solving this 
question, Art. 345. As the problem admits of two solutions, of course we cannot 
expect a construction by the ruler only. We may therefore apply Carnot's theorem 
(Art. 313), 

Ac . Ac’. Ba . Ba ’ . Cl . Cl’ - Ab . Ah’. Be . Be’ . Ca . Ca . 

Let the four points a, a', 1, b ' be given, and let AB be a tangent, the points c, c* will 
coincide, and the equation just given determines the ratio Ac- : Be 2 , everything else in 
the equation being known. This question may also be reduced, if we please, to those 
which follow ; fox given four points, there are (Art. 282) three points whose polars are 
given ; having also then a tangent, we can find three other tangents immediately, 
and thus have four points and four tangents. 

Four tangents and a point, — This is either reduced to the last by reciprocation, or 
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f by tlie method just described ; for given four tangents, there are three points whose 

polars are given (Art. 146). 

j ^ Three points and two tangents.— It is a particular case of Art. 344, that the pair of 

I points where any line meets a conic, and where it meets two of its tangents, belong to 

j a system in involution of which the point where the line meets the chord of contact is 

1 the foci. If, therefore, the line joining two of the fixed points a, h, be cut by 

the two tangents in the points A , T, the chord of contact of those tangents passes 
. through one or other of the fixed points F, F', the foci of the system (a, b, A, Bp (see 
Ex. Art. 286). In like manner the chord of contact must pass through one or other 
; of two fixed points G, O' on the line joining the given points a , c. The chord must 

• therefore be one or other of the four lines, FG, FG f , F'G , F'G' j the problem, there- 

- fore, has four solutions. 

Two points and three tangents .— The triangle formed by the three chords of contact 
has its vertices resting one on each of the three given tangents ; and by the last case 
the sides pass each through a fixed point on the line joining the two given points j 
therefore this triangle can he constructed. 

To be given two points or two tangents of a conic is a particular case of being 
given that the conic has double contact with a given conic. Tor the problem to 
describe a conic having double contact with a given one, and touching three lines, or 
else passing through three points, see Art. 328, Ex. 10. Having double contact with 
two, and passing through a given point, or touching a given line, see Art. 287. Having 
double contact with a given one, and touching three other such conics, see Art. 
j 387, Ex. 1. 

On systems op Conics satisfying Eoutt Conditions. 

| If we are only given four conditions, a system of different conics can be described 

satisfying them all. The properties of systems of curves, satisfying one condition 
less than is sufficient to determine the curve, have been studied by De Jonquieres, 
Clmsles, Zenthen, and Cayley. References to the original memoirs will be found 
in Prof. Cayley’s memoir {Phil. Trans., 1867. p. 75). Here it will be enough briefly 
to state a few results following from the application of Mi. Chasles’ method of 
characteristics. Let p be the number of conics satisfying four conditions, which 
pass through a given point, and v the number which touch a given line, theu p, v 
are said to be the two characteristics of the system. Thus the characteristics of 
a system of conics passing through four points are 1, 2, since, if we are given an 
additional point, only one conic will satisfy the five conditions we shall then have; 

\ but if we are given an additional tangent two conics can be determined. In like 

manner for three points and a tangent, two points and two tangents, a point and 
three tangents, four tangents, the characteristics are respectively (2, 4), (4, 4), (4, 2), 
(2, 1). We can determine a priori the order and class of many loci connected with 
i the system by the help of the principle that a curve will be of the n th order, if it meet 

I an arbitrary line in n real or imaginary points, and will be of the nP 1 class if through 

1 an arbitrary point there can be drawn to it n real or imaginary tangents. Thus the 

I locus of the pole of a given line with respect to a system whose characteristics are 

j a, v, will be a curve of the order v. Tor, examine in bow many points the locus can 

! meet the given line itself. When it does, the pole of the line is on the line, or 

the line is a tangent to a conic of the system. By hypothesis this can only happen 
in v cases, therefore v is the degree of the locus. This result agrees with what lias 
been already found in particular cases, as to the order of locus of centre of a 
conic through four points, touching four lines, &c. In like manner let us investigate 
the order of the locus of ’the foci of conics of the system- To do this let us generalize 
the question, by the help of the conception of foci explained Art. 258a, and we shall 
see that the problem is a particular case of the following: Given two point* A. B 
\ to find the order of the locus of the intersection of either tangent drawn hum A to 
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a conic of the system with one of the tangents drawn from B. Let us examine in. 
how many points the locus can meet the line AB ; and we see at once that if a point 
of the locus be on AB , this line must be a tangent to the conic. Consider then any 
conic touching AB in a point T, then the tangent A T meets the tangent BT in the 
point T, which is therefore on the locus; and likewise the tangent AT meets the 
second tangent from B in the point B, and the tangent BT meets the second tangent 
from A in the point A. Hence every conic which touches AB gives three points 
of the locus on AB. The order of the locus is therefore 3v, and /I and B are each 
multiple points of the order v. Thus the locus of foci of conics touching four lines 
is a cubic passing through the two circular points at infinity. If one of the con- 
ditions he that all the conics should touch the line AB, then it will be seen that 
any transversal through A is met by the locus in v points distinct from A, and that 
A itself also counts for v ; hence the locus is in this case only of the order 2y ; which 
is therefore the order of the locus of foci of parabolas satisfying three conditions. 

An important principle in these investigations is that if two points A, A' on a 
right line so correspond that to any position of the point A correspond m positions of 
A\ and to any position of A* correspond n positions of A , then in m 4- n cases A 
and A' will coincide, This is proved as in Arts. 336, 340. Let the line on which 
A, A' lie he taken for axis of x ; then the abscissae x, x' of these two points are con- 
nected by a certain relation, which by hypothesis is of the degree in a/ and 
the w** 1 in x, and will become therefore an equation of the (m ■+ n) th degree if we 
make x = x\ 

To illustrate the application of this principle, let us examine the order of the locus 
of points whose polar with respect to a fixed conic is the same as that with respect 
to some conic of the system ; and let us enquire how many points of the locus can lie 
on a given line. Consider two points A, A* on. the line, such that the polar of A 
with respect to the fixed conic coincides with the polar of A' with respect to a conic 
of the system, and the problem is to know in how many cases A and A! can coincide. 
How first if A be fixed, its polar with respect to the fixed conic is fixed ; the locus 
of poles of this last line with respect to conics of the system, is, by the first theorem, of 
the order v , and therefore determines by its intersections with the given line v positions 
of A'. Secondly, examine how many positions of A correspond to any fixed position of 
A’. By the reciprocal of the first theorem, the polars of A' with respect to conics of 
the system, envelope a curve whose class is /x, to which therefore fx tangents can be 
drawn through the pole of the given line AA' with respect to the fixed conic. It 
follows then, that \x positions of A correspond to any position of A'. Hence, in fx + v 
cases the two coincide, and this will be the order of the required locus. 

Hence we can at once determine how many conics of the system can touch a fixed 
conic : for the point of contact is one which has the same polar with respect to the 
fixed conic and to a conic of the system ; it is therefore one of the intersections of the 
fixed conic with the locus last found ; and there may evidently be 2 Qx + v ) such 
intersections. We have thus the number of conics which touch a fixed conic, and 
satisfy any of the systems of conditions, four points, three points and a tangent, two 
points and two tangents, dec., the numbers being respectively 6, 12, 16, 12, 6. From 
these numbers again we find the characteristics of the system of conics which touch a 
fixed conic and also satisfy three other conditions, three points, two points and a 
tangent, &c.; these characteristics being respectively (6, 12), (12, 16), (16, 12), (12, 6). 
"W e find hence in the same manner the number of conics of the respective systems 
which will touch a second fixed conic, to he 36, 56, 56, 36. And thus again we have 
the characteristics of systems of conics touching two fixed conics, and also satisfying 
the conditions two points, a point and a tangent, two tangents ; viz. (86, 56), (56, 56), 
(56, 36). In like manner we have the number of conics of these respective systems 
which will touch a third fixed conic, viz. 184, 224, 184. The characteristics then 
cf the systems three conics and a point, three conics and a line are (164, 224), 
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(224, 184). And the numbers of these to touch a fourth fixed conic, are in each case 
SI 6, so that finally we ascertain that the number of conics which can be described to 
touch five fixed conics is 3264. For further details I refer to the memoirs already 
cited, and only mention in conclusion that 2 v — n conics of any system reduce to 
a pair of lines, and 2/r — v to a pair of points. 


Miscellaneous Notes. 


(1) . Art. 293, p. 267. In connection with the determinant form here given 
it may be stated that the condition that the intersection of two lines \x 4- py + vz } 
X'a; -|- fxy + vz should lie on the conic, is the vanishing of the determinant 

y g , X, X 

<7j fyCyVyV' 

X, fl, V, 

X', v'y 

(2) Art. 228, Ex. 10, p. 217. Add, Either factor combined with lp+mp , +np"+pp '” =0 
gives a result of the form \p 4- pp r 4- vp” = 0, where X + P 4- v — 0, which represents 
a, curve of the third degree. 

(3) . Art. 372, p. 337. The discrimination of the cases of four real and four 
imaginary points has been made by Kemmer (Giessen, 1878). His result is that if 

D = ©2©'2 4- 18AA'©©' - 27 A 2 A' 2 - 4A©' 3 - 4A'© 3 , 

L = 2 (©' 2 - 3A'©) £ - (©©' - 9AA') $> + 2 (© 2 - 3A©') £', 


Ar=| {A 2 -(^>2-4££ , ) D}j 
N = D { A' 2 £ 3 - A'©'$£ 2 4* (©' 2 - 2A '©) £ 2 £' 

4 - A '©£ 4> 2 4 - (<S > 2 - 2A ©') ££' 2 - AA'$ 3 
+ A ©'< 3 > 2 £' - A©<££' 2 4- A 2 £' 3 - (©©' - 3 A A ') ££'$}, 


we must have D and M positive, L and N negative, in order to have four real points 
of intersection. 

I add a selection from some miscellaneous notes which had been sent me at 
■various times by Messrs. Burnside, Walker, and Cathcart, to be used when a new 
edition was called for, but which I did not remember to insert in their proper places. 


(4) B. Art. 231, Ex. 10. If the normals at four points meet in a point, their 
eccentric angles are connected by the relation a 4- /3 4- y 4-<$ = (2wa 4- 1) w* Hence (see 
Art. 244, Ex. 1) the circle through the feet of three of the normals from any point 
passes through the point on the conic opposite to the fourth point. 

(5) B. If 1, 2, 3, 4 be the feet of four normals from a point, and r 12 denote the 
semi-diameter parallel to the chord 12, then r 2 12 + r 2 u = a? 4- 

2 J(— S' A) 

(6) B. Art. 169, Ex. 3. To any rectangular axes, tan <j> = p , where F 

has the same meaning as in Art. 383. If the coordinates be trilinear, the right hand 
side is multiplied by M, which is the value of a; sin A + y&mB + z sin C. 


2IT J(-£) 

(7) B. If the tangents be drawn from the pole of ax+fty+ yz, tan <f> - ^ » 

where £, 0, O' have the same meaning as in Art. 382, Q is the quantity representing 
tangentially the circular points at infinity, viz. 

a? + ft- + y 2 — 2fty cos A — 2ya cos JB — 2 aft cos C j 
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and II = 0 is the condition that ax + py + yz, and the line at infinity should b' 
conjugate, or 

n = Act sin A +'jBpshrjB 4 Cy sin C 4 F (JB sin C 4 y sin B) +'G (y sin A 4 a sin C) 

4- II (a sin B 4 /3 sin A), 

As a particular case, the angle between the asymptotes, for which Q = 0, E = 6 = He 

. . , 2 4 (- 0 ) 

is tan cf> - ~~~ — - . 

0 

(8) B. The length of the chord intercepted on any line is given by the two, 
following equations, p being the parallel semi-diameter : 

P 6£ P -E0 2 
^ ~ - lf2 ’ p* ~~ M 2 A 2 Q ’ 

Compare Art. 231, Ex. 15. 


(9) B. If II = Aaa! -f Bftl 3' 4 Cyy 4 F Q3y' 4 fi'y) 4 G ( ya ' 4 y'a ) 4 II ( a(3 ' 4 a'/3), 
the J acobian of n, £, Q is a parabola touching a'x 4 ft'y 4 y'z — 0, the normals where 
this line meets the conic, and the two axes. 


(10) B. The area of a triangle circumscribing a conic is 


J(— Jr*)- 


(11) . The squares of the semi-axes of the conic are given by the quadratic 

P 4 0 3 4 &M* A00' 4 MW = 0. 

(12) . The equation of a conic circumscribing a triangle, of which a, b, c are the 
sides and b ', b", b” f the semi-diameters parallel to them, is 

V z + yii zx + JFr ^ X V ~ & 

(13) W. The area of the triangle formed by the polars with respect to an ellipse of 

points P, Q, H, is 4 ’ wtere ^ 0R ) is th « area of thc trian S le 

formed by P, Q, and the centre. 

(14) W. If P, Q, R be the middle points of the sides of a circumscribing triangle, 
and a, ft, y the eccentric angles of the point of contact, (QOR) — \ab tan \ (ft — y). 
Prom this expression can easily be deduced Faure’s theorem (Art. 381, Ex. 12). 


(15) C. The relation (Art. 388«) is a particular case of the following connecting 
the covariants of three conics : 

4AA'A'WPF 4 P 1 P 2 P 3 - AUFi* - A'FF 2 s - A ”WF* = 1\ 

where 1- 0 denotes the locus of the point whence tangents to the three conics are in 
involution (see Art. 388c), 


(16) 0. Art. 383, p. 352. The expression in the trilinear equation of the director 
circle there given, may be written 

©'£ - (A* 4 M 2 4 iV 2 - 2 MN cos A - 2 NL cos B - 2 LM cos C} t 
L — ax 4 by 4 yz, M = hx 4 by N = gx -\-fy 4 cz. 


where 
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Angle, 

between two lines whose Cartesian 
, equations are given, 21, 22. 
ditto, for trilinear equations, 60. 
between two lines given by a single 
equation, 69. 

between two tangents to a conic, 166, 
180,212,213,209,391. * ’ 

between two conjugate diameters, 169. 
between asymptotes, 164, 392. 
between focal radius vector and tan- 
gent, 180. 

subtended at focus by tangent from 
any point, 183, 206. 
subtended at limit points of system of 
circles, 291. 

theorems respecting angles subtended 
at focus proved by reciprocation, 284, 
by spherical geometry, 331. 
theorems concerning angles how pro- 
jected, 321, 3 23. 

Anharmonic ratio, 295. 

fundamental theorem proved, 55. 
what, when one point at infinity, 295. 
of four lines whose equations are 
given, 56, 305. 

property of four points on a conic, 
240, 252, 288, 318. 
of four tangents, 252, 288. 
of three tangents to a parabola, 299. 
these properties developed, 297. 
properties derived from projection of 
angles, 321, 323. 

of four points on a conic when equal 
to that of four others on same 
conic, 252. 

on a different conic, 252, 303. 
of four points equal that of their 
polars, 271. 

of four diameters equal that of their 
conjugates, 302. 

of segments of tangent to one of three 
conics having double contact, by 
other two, 319. 

Apollonius, 328. 

Arc, 

line cutting off constant arc from 
curve where met by its envelope, 374. 
theorems concerning arcs of conics, 377. 
Area, 

of a polygon in terms of coordinates 
of its vertices, 31, 130. 
of a triangle, the equations of whose 
sides are given, 32, 130. 
of triangle inscribed in or circum- 
scribing a conic, 212, 220, 391, 


Area, 

of triangle formed bv three normals. 


constant, of triangle formed by join- 
ing ends of conjugate diameters, 

IRQ ICQ 1 


constant, between any tangent and 
asymptotes, 192. 

of polar triangles of middle points of 
sides of fixed triangle with regard 
to inscribed conic, 351, 392. 
of triangles equal, formed by drawing 
from end of each of two diameters 
a parallel to the other, 173, 
found by infinitesimals, 371. 
constant, cut from a conic by tan gent 
# to similar conic, 373. 
line cutting off from a curve constant 
area bisected by its envelope, 374. 
of common conjugate triangle of two 
conics, 362. 

Asymptotes, 

defined as tangents through centre 
whose points of contact are at in- 
finity, 155. 

are self-conjugate, 167. 
are diagonals of a parallelogram whose 
sides are conjugate diameters, 190. 
general equation of, 27 2 ? 340. 
and pair of conjugate diameters form 
harmonic pencil, 296. 
portion of tangent between, bisected 
by curve, 191. 

equal intercepts on any chord between 
curve and, 191, 312. 
constant length intercepted on by 
chords joining two fixed points to 
variable. 192, 294, 298. 
parallel toj how cut by same chords, 
298. 


by two tangents and their chord, 
298. 

bisected between any point and its 
polar, 295. 

parallels to, through any point on 
curve include constant area, 192, 
294, 298. 

how divide any semi-diameter, 298, 


of conic, equation of, 156. 
lengths, how found, 158, 392. 
constructed geometrically, 161. 
how found when two conjugate dia- 
meters are given, 173, 176. 
of reciprocal curve, 291. 
axis of parabola, 196. 
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of similitude, 108, 224, 282. 
radical, 99, 127. 

Bisectors of angles between lines given by 
a single equation, 71. 
of sides or angles of a triangle meet 
in a point, 5, 34, 54. 

Bobillier on equations of conic inscribed in 
or circumscribing a triangle, 120. 

Boole on invariant functions of coefficients 
of a conic, 159. 

Brianchoris theorem, 244, 280, 381. 

Burnside, theorems or proofs by, 80, 220, 
221, 242, 246, 257, 272, 342, 391. 

Carnot, theorem of transversals, 289, 318, 
388. 

Cartesian, equations, a case of trilinear, 64. 

Casey, theorems by, 113, 127, 135, 358. 

Cathcart, theorems by, 129, 132, 391. 

Cayley, theorems and proofs by, 134, 342, 
350, 358, 379, 381, 389. 

Centre, 

of mean position of given points, 50, 
of homology, 59. 
radical, 99, 282. 
of similitude, 105, 224, 282. 
chords joining ends of radii through 
c.s. meet on radical axis, 107,224, 250. 
of conic, coordinates of, 143, 153. 
ole of line at infinity, 155, 296. 
ow found, given five points, 247. 
of system in involution, 308. i 

of curvature, 230, 376. 

Chasles, theorems by, 295, 300, 304, 377, 389 . 

Chord of conic, perpendicular to line join- , 
ing focus to its pole, 183, 321. 

•which touches confocal conic, propor- 
tional to square of parallel semi- 
diameter, 212, 221, 391. 

Chords of intersection of two conics, equa- 
tion of, 334. 

Circle, equation of, 14, 75, 87. 

tangential equation of, 120, 124, 128, 
288, 385. 

trilinear equation of, 128. 
passes through two fixed imaginary 
points at infinity, 238, 325. 
circumscribing a triangle, its centre 
and equation, 4, 86, 1 18, 130, 288. 
inscribed in a triangle, 122, 288. 
having triangle of reference for self- 
conjugate triangle, 254. 
through middle points of sides (see 
Feuerbach), 8G, 122. 
which cuts two at constant angles, 
touches two fixed circles, 103. 
touching three others, 110, 114, 135, 

291- 

cutting three at right angles, 102, 130, 
361. 

or at a constant angle, 132. 
cutting three at same angle have 
m common radical axis, 109, 132. 
circumscribing triangle formed by 
three tangents to a parabola, passes 
throughfocus, 207, 214, 274, 285, 320, 


Circle circumscribing triangle formed by 
two tangents and chord, 241, 376. 
circumscribing triangle inscribed in a 
conic, 220, 333. 

circumscribing, or inscribed, in a self- 
conj ugate triangle, 341. 
circumscribing triangles formed by 
four lines meet in a point, 246. 
when five lines are given, the five 
such points lie on a circle, 247. 
tangents, area, and arc found by in- 
finitesimals, 370. 

Circumscribing triangles, six vertices of 
two lie on a conic, 320, 381. 

Class of a curve, 147. 

Common tangents to two circles, 104, 106, 
263, 

to two conics, 344. 

their eight points of contact lie on a 
conic, 345. 

Condition that, 

three points should be on a right 
line, 24. 

three lines meet in a point, 32, 34. 
four convergent lines should form 
harmonic pencil, 56. 
two lines should be perpendicular, 
21, 59, 354. 

a right line should pass through a 
fixed x>oint, 50. 

equation of second degree should re- 
present right lines, 72, 149, 153, 
155, 266. 

a circle, 75, 121, 352. 
a parabola, 141, 274, 352. 
an equilateral hyperbola, 169, 352. 
equation of any'degreerepresentrighfc 
lines, 74. 

two circles should he concentric, 77. 
four points should lie on a circle, 86. 
intercept by circle on a line should 
subtend a right angle at a given 
point, 90. 

two circles should cut at right angles, 
102, 348. 

that four circles should have common 
orthogonal circle, 131. 
a line should touch a conic, 81, 152, 
267, 340. 

two conics should he similar, 224. 
two conics should touch, 336, 356. 
a point should be inside a conic, 261. 
two lines should be conjugate with 
respect to a conic, 267. 
two pairs of points should be harmonic 
conjugates, 305. 

four points on a conic should lie on a 
circle, 229. 

a line he cut harmonically by two 
conics, 306. 

in involution by three conics, 363. 
three pairs of lines touch same conic, 
270. 

three pairs of points form system in 
involution, 310. 

a triangle may be inscribed in one 
conic and circumscribed to another, 
342. 



INDEX. 


395 


Condition that, 

that two lines should intersect on a 
conic, 391. 

a triangle self-conjugate to one may 
be inscribed or circumscribed to 
another, 340. 

three conics have double contact with 
same conic, 359. 
have a common point, 305. 
may include a perfect square in their 
syzygy, 366. _ . , 

hnes joining to vertices of tnangle 
points where conic meets sides 
should form two sets of three, 351. 

Cone, sections of, 326. 

Confocal conics, 186. 

cut at right angles, 181, 291, 322. 
may be considered as inscribed in 
same quadrilateral, 239. 
most general equation of, 353. 
tangents from point on (L) to (2) 
equally inclined to tangent of (1), 
182. 

pole with regard to (2) of tangent to 
(l) lies on a normal of (1), 209. 
used in finding axes of reciprocal 
curve, 291. 

in finding centre of curvature, 376. 
properties proved by reciprocation, 291. 
length of arc intercepted between 
tangent from, 377. 

Conjugate diameters, 146. 

their lengths, how related, 159, 168. 
triangle included by, has constant 
area, 159, 169. 

form harmonic pencil with asymp- 
totes, 296. 

at given angle, how constructed, 17 1. 
construction for 218. 

Conjugate hyperbolas, 165. 

Conjugate lines, conditions for, 267. 

Conjugate triangles, homologous, 91, 92. 

Continuity, principle of, 325. 

Co variants, 347. 

Criterion, whether three equations repre- 
sent lines meeting in a point, 34. 
whether a point be within or without 
a conic, 261. 

whether two conics meet in two real 
* and two imaginary points, 337. 

Curvature, radius of, expressions for its 
length, and construction for, 228,375. 
circle of, equation of, 234. 
centre of, coordinates of, 230. 

De Jonquieres 388. 

Determinant notation, 129. 

Diagonals of quadrilateral^ 

middle points lie in a line, 26, 62, 216. 
circles described on, as diameters, have 
common radical axis, 277. 

Diameter, polar of point at infinity on its 
conjugate, 296. 

Director circle, 269, 352. 

when four tangents are given, have 
common radical axis, 277 . 

Directrix, 179. 

of parabola, equation of, 269, 352. 


Directrix of parabola is locus of rectangular 
tangents, 205, 269, 352. 
passes through intersection of per- 
pendiculars of circumscribing tri- 
angle, 212, 247, 275, 290, 342. 

Discriminant defined, 266. 

method of forming, 72, 149, 153, 155. 

Distance between two points, 3, 10, 133. 

Distance of two points from centre of 
circle proportional to distance of 
each from polar of other, 93. 
when a rational function of coordi- 
nates, 179. 

of four points in a plane, how con- 
nected, 134. 

Double contact, 228, 234, 346. 

equation of conic having d. c. with 
two others, 262. 

tangent to one cut harmonically by 
other, and chord of contact, 3 12, 319, 
properties of two conics having d. c. 

with a third, 242, 282. 
of three having d. c. with a fourth, 
243, 263, 281. 

tangential equation of, 355. 
condition two should touch, 356. 
problem to describe one such conic 
touching three others, 356, 358. 

Duality, principle of, 276. 

Eccentric angle, 217, <fec., 243. 

in terms of corresponding focal angle, 

220 . 

of four points on a circle, how con- 
nected, 229. 

Eccentricity, of conic given by general 
equation, 164. 

depends on angle between asymp- 
totes, 164. 

Ellipse, origin of name, 186, 328. 

mechanical description of, 178, 218. 
area of, 372. 

Envelope of 

line whose equation involves indeter- 
minates in second degree, 257, &c. 
line on which sum of perpendiculars 
from several fixed points is con- 
stant, 95. 

given product or sum or difference of 
squares of perpendiculars from two 
fixed points, 259. 

base of triangle given vertical angle 
and sum of sides, 260. 
whose sides pass through fixed points 
and vertices move on fixed lines, 
259. 

and inscribed in given conic, 250, 280, 
319. 

which subtends constant angleat fixed 
point, two sides being given in 
position, 284. 

polar of fixed point with regard to a 
conic of which four conditions are 
given, 271, 280. 

polar of centre of circle touching two 
given, 291. 

chord of conic subtending constant 
angle at fixed point, 255. 
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Envelope of 

perpendicular at extremity of radius 
vector to circle, 205. 
asymptote of hyperbolas having same 
fccus and directrix, 285. 
given three points and other asymp- 
tote, 272. 

line joining corresponding points of 
two homographie systems 
on different lines, 302. 
on a conic, 253, 303. 
free side of inscribed polygon, all the 
rest passing through fixed points, 
250, 301. 

base of triangle inscribed in one conic, 
two of whose sides touch another, 
349. 

leg of given anharmonic pencil under 
different conditions, 324. 
ellipse given two conjugate diameters 
and sum of their squares, 260. 

Equation, its meaning when coordinates 
of a given point are substituted in 
it ; for a right line, circle, or conic, 
29, 84, 128, 241. 

ditto for tangential equation 384. 
pair of bisectors of angles between 
two lines, 71. 

of radical axis of two circles, 98, 128. 
common tangents to two circles, 104, 
106, 203. 

circle through three points, 86, 130. 
cutting three circles orthogonally, 
102, 130. 

touching three circles, 114, 135, 359. 
inscribed in or circumscribing a tri- 
angle, 118, 126. 288. 
having triangle of reference self- 
con jugate, 254. 
tangential of circle, 129, 384. 
tangent to circle or conic, 80, 147, 264. 
polar to circle or conic, 82, 147, 265. 
pair of tangents to conic from any 
point, 85, 149, 269. 
where conic meets given line, 272. 
asymptotes to a conic, 272, 340. 
chords of intersection of two conics, 
334. 

circle osculating conic, 234. 
conic through five points, 233, 
touching five lines, 274. 
having double contact with two given 
ones, 262. 

having double contact with a given one 
and touching three others, 356. 
through three points, or touching three 
lines, and having given cencre, 267. 
and having given focus, 288. 
reciprocal of a given conic, 292, 348, 
356. 

directrix or director circle, 269, 352. 
lines joining point to intersection of 
two curves, 270, 307. 
four tangents to one conic where it 
meets another, 349. 
curve parallel to a conic, 337. 
evolute to a conic, 231, 338. 

Jacobian of three conics, 360. 


Equilateral hyperbola, 168. 
general condition for, 352. 
given three points, a fourth is given, 
215, 290, 321. 

circle circumscribing self-con jugate 
triangle passes through centre 215, 
342. 

Euler, expression for distance between 
centres of inscribed and circum- 
scribing circles, 343. 

Evolutes of conics, 231, 338. 

Fagnani’s theorem on arcs of conics, 378. 

Faure, theorems by, 341, 351, 392. 

Feuerbach, relation connecting four points 
on a circle, 87, 217. 
theorem on circles touching four line3, 
127, 313, 359. 

Fixed point, the following lines pass 
through a 

coefficients in whose equation are con- 
nected by relation of 13 rut degree. 50. 
base of triangle, given vertical angle 
and sum of reciprocals of sides, 48. 
whose sides pass through fixed 
points, and vertices move on three 
converging lines, 48. 
line sum of whose distances from fixed 
points is constant, 49. 
polar of fixed point with respect to 
circle, two points given, 100. 
with respect to conic, four points 
given, 153, 27.1, 281. 
chord of intersection with fixed centre 
of circle through two points, 100. 
of two fixed lines with conic through 
four points, one lying on each line, 
302. 

chord of contact given two points and 
two lines, 262. 

chord subtending right angle at fixed 
point on conic, 175, 270. 
when product is constant of tangents of 
parts into which normal divides 
subtended angle, 175. 
given bisector of angle it subtends at 
fixed point on curve, 323. 
perpendicular on its polar, from point 
on fixed perpendicular to axis, 184. 

Focus, see Contents, pp. 177-190, 209-212. 
infinitely small circle having double 
contact with conic, 241. 
intersection of tangents from two fixed 
imaginary points at infinity, 239. 
equivalent to two conditions, 386. 
coordinates of, given three tangents, 
274. 

when conic is given by general equa- 
tion, 239, 353. 

focus and directrix, 179, 241. 
theorems concerning angles subtended 
at, 284, 331. 

focal properties investigated by pro- 
jection, 320. 

focal radii vectores from any point have 
. equal difference of reciprocals, 212. 
line joining intersections of focal nor- 
mals and tangents passes through 
other focus, 211, 
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FOCUS, 

locus of, given three tangents to a 
parabola, 207, 214, 274, 285, 320. 
given four tangents, 275, 277. 
given four points, 217, 288. 
given three tangents and a point, see 
Ex. 3, p. 288. 

of section of right cone, how found, 331. 
of systems in involution, 309. 

Gaultier of Tours, 99. 

Gergonne, on circle touching three others, 

110 . 

Gordan, on number of concomitants, 363. 

Graves, theorems by, 333, 377. 

Hamilton, proof of Feuerbach’s theorem, 
313. 

Harmonic, section, 56. 

what when one point at infinity, 295. 
properties of quadrilateral, 57, 317. 
property of poles and polars, 85, 148, 
295, 297, 318. 

pencil formed by two tangents and 
two co-polar lines, 148, 296. 
by asymptotes and two conjugate 
diameters, 296. 

by diagonals of inscribed and circum- 
scribing quadrilateral, 242. 
by chorda of contact and common 
chords of two conics having double 
contact with a third, 242. 
properties derived from projection of 
right angles, 321. 
condition for harmonic pencil, 305. 
condition that line should be cut har- 
monically by two conics, 306. 
locus of points whence tangents to two 
conics form a harmonic pencil, 306. 

Hart, theorems and proofs by, 124, 126, 
127, 263, 378. 

Harvey, theorem on four circles, 132. 

Hcarnc, mode of finding locus of centre, 
given four conditions, 267. 

Hermes, on equation of conic circum- 
scribing a triangle, 120. 

Hesse, 381. 

Hexagon (see Brianchon and Pascal), 
property of angles of circumscribing, 
270, 289. 

Homogeneous, equations in two variables, 
meaning of, 67. 

trilinear equations, how made, 64. 

Homographic systems, 57, 63. 

criterion for, and method of forming, 
304. 

locus of intersection of corresponding 
lines, 271. 

envelope of line joining corresponding 
points, 302, 303. 

Homologous triangles, 59. 

Hyperbola, origin of name, 186, 328. 
area of, 373. 

Imaginary, lines and points, 69, 77. 

circ ula r points at infinity, tangential 
equation of, 352. 

every line through either perpen- 
dicular to itself, 351. 


Infinity, line at, equation of, 64. 
touches parabola, 235, 290, 329. 
centre, pole of, 155, 296. 

Inscription in conic of triangle or polygon 
whose sides pass through fixed 
points, 250, 273, 281, 307. 

Intercept on chord between curve and 
asymptotes equal, 191, 312. 
on asymptotes constant by lines join- 
ing two variable points to one fixed, 
192, 294, 298. 

on axis of parabola by two lines, equal 
to projection of distance between 
their poles, 201, 294. 

Intercept on parallel tangents by variable 
tangent, 172, 287, 299, 385. 

Invariants, 159. 335. 

Inversion of curves, 114. 

Involution, 307. 

Jacobian of three conics, 86 0, &c. 

Joachimsthal, 

relation between eccentric angles of 
four points on a circle, 229. 
method of finding points where line 
meets curve, 264. 

Kemraer, 391. 

Kirkman’s theorems on hexagons, 380. 

Latus rectum, 185. 

Limit points of system of circles, 101, 291. 

Locus of 

vertex of triangle given base and a 
relation between lengths of sides, 
39, 47, 178. 

and a relation between angles, 39, 47, 
88, 107. 

and intercept by sides on fixed line, 300. 
and ratio of parts into which sides 
divide a fixed parallel to base, 41. 
vertex of given triangle, whose base 
angle moves along fixed lines, 208. 
vertex of triangle of which one base 
angle is fixed and the other moves 
along a given locus, 51, 96. 
whose sides pass through fixed points 
and base angles move along fixed 
linea, 41, 42, 248, 280, 299. 
generalizations of the last problem, 300. 
of vertex of triangle which circum- 
scribes a given conic and whose 
base angles move on fixed lines, 
250, 319, 349. 

generalizations of this problem, 350. 
common vertex of several triangles 
given bases and sum of areas, 40. 
vertex of right cone, out of which 
given conic can be cut, 331. 
point cutting in given ratio parallel 
chords of a circle, 162. 
intercept between two fixed lines, on 

1 various conditions, 39, 40, 47. 

variable tangent to conic between 
two fixed tangents, 277, 323. 
point whence tangents to two circles 
have given ratio or sum, 99, 263. 
taken according to different laws on 

radii vectores through fixed point, o-. 
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Locus of, 

such that Emr 2 = constant, 88. 
whence square of tangent to circle is 
as product of distances from two 
fixed lines, 240. 

cutting in given anharmonic ratio, 
chords of conic through fixed point, 
320. 

on perpendicular at height from base 
equal a side, given base and sum of 
sides, 59. 

such that triangle formed by joining 
feet of perpendiculars on sides of 
triangle has constant area, 1 19. 
point on line of given direction meeting , 
sides of triangle, so that oc-=oa.ob , ! 
298. 

on line cut in given anharmonic ratio, 
of which other three describe right 
lines, and line itself touches a conic, 
324. 

chords through which subtend right 
angle at point on conic, 270. 
whence tangents to two conics form 
harmonic pencil, 306. 
whose polars with respect to three 
conics meet- in a point, 360. 
middle point of rectangles inscribed in 
triangle, 43. 

of parallel chords of conic, 143. 
of convergent chords of circle, 96. 
intersection of bisector of vertical] 
angle with perpendicular to a 
side, given base and sum of sides, j 
51 . 

of perpendicular on tangent from 
centre, or focus, with focal or central 
radius vector, 209. 

focal radius vector with corresponding 
eccentric vector, 220. 
of perpendiculars to sides at extremity 
of base, given vertical angle and 
another relation, 47. 
of perpendiculars of triangle given base 
and vertical angle, 88. 
of perpendiculars of triangle inscribed 
in one conic and circumscribing 
another, 342. 

eccentric vector with corresponding 
normal, 220. 

corresponding lines of two homogra- 
phic pencils, 271. 

polars with respect to fixed conics of 
points which move on right lines, 
271. 

intersection of tangents to a conic 
which cut at right angles, 166, 171, 
269, 352. 

to a parabola which cut at given 
angle, 213, 256, 285. 
at extremities of conjugate dia- 
meters, 209. 

whose chord subtends constant angle 
at focus, 281. 

from two points, which cut a given 
line harmonically, 322. 
each or both on one of four given 
tangents, 302, 320. 


Locus of, 

at two fixed points on a conic satisfy- 
ing two other conditions, 220, 320. 
various other conditions, 215. 
intersection of normals at extremity 
of focal chord, 211. 
or chord through fixed point, 214, 335. 
foot of perpendicular from focus on 
tangent, 182. 201, 351. 
on normal of parabola, 213. 
on chord of circle subtending right 
angle at given point, 91. 
extremity of focal subtangent, 184. 
centre of circle making given inter- 
cepts on given lines, 208. 
centre of inscribed circle given base 
and sum of sides, 208. 
of circle cutting three at equal angles, 
108. 

of circumscribing circle given vertical 
angle, 89. 

of circle touching two given circles, 
291, 320. 

centre of conic (or pole of fixed line) 
given four points, 153, 254, 268, 
271, 281, 302, 320. 

given four tangents, 216, 254, 267, 
277, 281, 321, 339. 

given three tangents and sum of 
squares of axes, 216. 
four conditions, 267, 389. 
pole of fixed line with regard to sys- 
tem of confocals, 209, 322. 
pole with respect to one conic of tan- 
gent to another, 209, 278. 
focus of parabola given three tan- 
gents, 207, 214, 274, 285, 321). 
focus given four tangents, 275, 277. 
given four points, 217, 288, 392. 
given three tangents and a point, 288. 
given four conditions, 389. 
vertices of self-con j ugate trianglCjCom- 
mon to fixed conic, and variable of 
which four conditions are given, 
389. 

MacCullagh, theorems by, 210, 220, 833, 
374, 377. 

MacLaurin’s mode of generating conics, 
247, 248, 251, 299. 

Malfatti’s problem, 263. 

Mechanical construction of conics, 178, 
194, 203, 218. 

Middle points of diagonals of quadrilate- 
ral in one line, 26, 62. 

Miquel, on circles circumscribing triangles 
formed by five lines, 217. 

Mobius, 217, 278, 295. 

Moore, deduction of Steiners theorem from. 
Brianchon’s, 247. 

Mulcahy, on angles subtended at focus, 331. 

Newton’s method of generating conics, 300. 

Normal, 173, <ks. 335. 

Number of terms in general equation, 74. 
of conditions to determine a conic, 136. 
of intersections of two curves, 225. _ 
of solutions of problem to describe 
a conic touching five others, 390. 
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Number of concomitants to system of 
conics, 363. 

O’Brien, 217. 

Orthogonal systems of circles, 102, 131, 
348, 361. 

Osculating circle, 227, 234. 

three pass through given point on 
curve, 229. 

Pappus, 18C, 295, 328. 

Parabola (see Contents, pp. 195 — 207, 
212-214). 

origin of name, 180, 328. 
has tangent at infinity, 235, 290, 329. 
coordinates of focus, 239, 274, 354. 
equation of directrix, 269, 352. 
touching four lines, 274. 

Parallel to conic, equation of, 337. 

Parameter, 185, 197, 202. 

same for reciprocals of equal circles, 
286. 

Pascal’s hexagon, 245, 280, 301, 319, 380. 
expression of coordinates by single, 
217, 248, 386. 

Perpendicular, equation and length, 26, 60. 
condition for, 59. 
extension of relation, 321, 354. 
from centre and foci on tangent, 169, 
179, 204. 

Plucker, 278, 380. 

Polar coordinates and equations, 9, 36, 
87, 95, 160, 162, 184, 207. 
poles and polars, properties of, 92, 148. 
polar, equation of, 82, 147, 265. 
pole of given line, coordinates of, 266. 
polar reciprocals, 276, &c. 
point and polar equivalent to two 
conditions, 388. 

Poncelet, 101, 278, 301, 314. 

Projection, 314, 332. 

Quadrilateral, 

middle points of diagonals lie on 
a right line, 26, 62, 216. 
circles having diagonals for diameters 
have common radical axis, 277. 
harmonic properties of, 57, 317, 
inscribed in conics, 148, 319. 
sides and diagonals of inscribed quad- 
rilateral cut transversal in involu- 1 
^tion, 312. 

diagonals of inscribed and circum- 
scribed form harmonic pencil, 242. 

Radical axis and centre, 99, 122, 224. 282. 

Radius of circle circumscribing triangle 
inscribed in conic, 213, 220, 333. 

Radius of curvature, 227. 

Reciprocals, method of, 66, 276, 294, 356. 

Sadleir, theorems by, 184. 

Self -conjugate triangles, 91. 

circle having triangle of reference for, 
254. 

of equilateral hyperbola, 215. 


Self-conjugate triangle 

vertices of two lie on a conic, 322, 341. 
equation of conic referred to, 238, 253. 
common to two conics, 257, 362. 
determination of, 349, 361. 

Serret on locus of centre given four 
tangents, 216. 

Similitude, centre of, 105, 223, 282. 

Similar conics, 222. 
condition for 224. 

have points common at infinity, 236. 
tangent to one cuts constant area 
from other, 373. 

Steiner, 

theorem on triangle circumscribing 
parabola, 212, 247, 275, 290, 342. 
on points whose osculating circle 
passes through given point, 229. 
theorems on Pascal’s hexagon, 246, 380. 
solution of Malfatti’s problem, 263. 

Subnormal of parabola constant, 202. 

Supplemental chords, 172. 

Systems of circles having common radieal 
axis, 100. 

of conics through four points cut a 
transversal in involution, 312. 

Tangent, general definition of, 78. 
to circle, length of, 84. 
to conic constructed geometrically, 151. 
determination of points of contact, 
five tangents given. 247. 
variable, makes what intercepts on 
two parallel tangents, 172, 181. 
or on two conjugate diameters, 172. 
of parabola, how divides three fixed 
tangents, 299. 

Tangential equations, 65, 276, &c., 383, 
&c. 

of inscribed and circumscribing circles, 
121, 125, 288. 

of circle in general, 128, 384. 
of conic in general, 152, 260. 
of imaginary circular points, 352. 
of confocal conics, 3 53, 384. 
of points common to four conics, 344. 
interpretation of, 384. 

Townsend, theorems and proofs by, 252, 
301, 375. 

Transformation of coordinates, 6, 9, 157, 
335. 

Transversal, how cuts sides of triangle, 35. 
Carnot’s theorem of, 289, 318, 388. 
met by system of conics in involu- 
tion, 312. 

Triangle, circumscribing, vertices or two 
lie on a conic, 320. 

Triangles made by four lines, properties 
of, 217, 246. 

Trilinear coordinates, 57, 60, 264. 

Veronese, 382. 

Walker, 391. 

Zeuthen, 889. 


THE END, 



